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commentary

from other pens...
Out-of district tuition
is unfair tax burden

L awrence Jour nal-World on out-district tuition:

Thecontinuation of out-district tuition paymentsto community col-
legesin other counties places an unfair tax burden on local taxpayers.

One of the attractive aspects of the legislation that united state uni-
versities, community collegesand vocati onal -technical schoolsunder
the supervision of the Kansas Board of Regentswasthe provisionthat
would drop the fees counties pay to subsidize community collegesin
other cities.

Those " out-district” tuition paymentswere created asaway to help
support community colleges that were largely funded by local prop-
erty tax levies. Other countieswererequiredto pay aset feefor each of
their residentsthat attended acommunity collegein another county. ...

Aspart of theHigher Education CoordinationAct of 1998, however,
community collegesreceived significant statesupport that wasintended
toallowthemtoreducetheir dependenceonlocal property taxes. Tobe
fair, the legislation also called for out-district tuition paymentsto be
discontinued.

Unfortunately, that pledge along with other commitments madein
the higher education act havefallenvictimto difficult financial times.
Not only will stateuniversitiesnot receivemoney that waspromisedin
thelegislationtoraisefaculty salariesnext year, but out-district tuition
paymentswill not be dropped.

Thisisadouble-whammy tolocal taxpayers. Although KansasUni-
versity employeeshavebeentoldtherewill beno salary increasesnext
year, all of those employeeswho livein Douglas County will be pay-
ing local taxesthat will go to support community collegesin other cit-
ies. ...

Theunfairness of the situationisobvious, and it isastark reminder
that multi-year promisesmadeby theK ansasL egisl atureoftenarehard
to keep and shouldn’t bethe basisfor any hard financial planning. ...
The SalinaJour nal on Blue Cross-Anthem case:

Executivesat BlueCrossand Blue Shield of Kansassay amerger with
Anthem Insurance Companiesisthe best for the company and itscus-
tomers.

Kansas | nsurance Commissioner Kathleen Sebelius disagrees and
says the merger will mean unnecessarily higher rates for the state’s
policyholders.

Itwill beuptotheKansas Supreme Court to decidewhichsideisright. ...

Sebeliushlocked the merger earlier thisyear. OfficialswithAnthem
appeal ed that ruling to Shawnee County District Court, where Judge
Terry Bullock overturned Sebelius' decision. ...

Sebelius based her decision at |east partly on astudy by Insurance
Department attorneys. Reports say they worked independently of Se-
belius and estimated the proposed merger would increase premiums
by $248 million over fiveyears.

Wheat could possibly drive rates so much?

That'seasy: Profits.

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Kansas isa mutual insurance com-
pany, owned by its policyholders. Anthemisapublicly held corpora
tion and isexpected to return aprofit to shareholders.

If this merger goesthrough, then a portion of Anthem’s profitswill
comefrom those who count on Blue Crossand Blue Shield of Kansas
for medical insurance coverage.

Profitsare not abad thing. ...

But profitsand public ownership are not required for successful or-
ganizations. A number of mutual insurance companies provide excel-
lent service to policyholders without public ownership and profit de-
mands.

Thereislittle proof that under Anthem the Blues' operations will
improve enough to justify the higher rates this merger will demand.
Sebeliuswascorrectinblockingthissalefor thesakeof policyholders.
The Supreme Court should agree.
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I'm adopting a 1-ye

I will be adopting a1-year-old when | get mar-
ried in September.

He'sreally cute and spunky, but he can be a
menace.

Heeatsshoes, socks, purses, money, eyeglasses,
water bottles, toil et paper, M&Ms, lipgloss, gum,
beetles, hair clips—really anythinghecanget his
little pawson.

He pees and poops on the floor sometimes,
threatenspeoplewhowalk or ridetheir bikeby the
house, knocksover thetrash can and whineswhen
he doesn't get hisway.

Grandmasaid ke’ schildhood hasbeentoo* per-
missive,” and | agree. He could use alittle disci-
pline. | just don’t want to become the evil step-
mom. Besides, it's hard to yell at him when he
looks up at you with those big brown eyes and
cockshisfurry littlefaceto theside.

Ikeismy fiancé sminiature schnauzer. Hewas
born in mid-March of last year, but Mitch didn’t
get himuntil early July.

Mitch said he bought ke from a breeder in
Andale. When the breeder was taking atrip to
Denver, he said, she met him at midnight in the
McDonald's parking lot in Goodland, where she
handed over thetiny puppy.

Mitch named him*“ Eisenhower Cyclonel,” af-
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ter President Dwight D. Eisenhower, whoisfrom
Abilene, andthe OttawaCyclones, agirls basket-
ball team Mitch used to coach.

Ike' sparentswerenamed“ Unleashed Beast” and
“Sassy Suzy.” That pretty much explains his per-
sonality alot of thetime.

Don't get mewrong, Ike can be asweet puppy.
He'sjust agood patiencetester.

Depending on the puppy’s mood, we have two
nicknamesfor him. Oneis"Good | ke” andtheother
is“Terrorist Ike.”

He'sTerrorist Ikewhen hedoesthingslikepull-
ing my purseoff thetableand tearing apart every-
thing inside, or scattering the contentsof thebath-
room waste basket all over the house.

He's Good | ke when he scratches at the door to
warn you he hasto go to the bathroom, sits down
when youtell himto or layscalmly inyour lap.

But | admit, evenwhen he'sbad, he'still pretty
cute.
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A couple of days ago, while Mitch was in the
middle of making asandwich for lunch, the phone
rang and hewent into thedining roomto answer it.
When we both walked out of the kitchen, Ike
jumped up and grabbed one of the bread slices off
theplate.

After Mitch hung up, | noticed the bread on the
kitchen floor — mayonnai se side down, of course.
At first | asangry because we' ve yelled at ke so
many timesfor jumping up onthecounter, but then
| laughed when | saw the puppy’sface.

He was busy trying to lick a big blob of mayon-
naise off his eyebrow, but his tongue wasn’t long
enoughtoreachit. | couldn’t stay madat himforlong.

Mitchand | have beentryingtotrainlke. We' ve
taken himto atrainer in Burlington and aretrying
to teach him how to sit, heel and come.

Butit'stough. Neither of usisvery aggressiveanc
it'snot in our natureto scold people— or animals.

Thetrainer said teachingadogisalife-long pro-
cess. They'll alwaystry totest your boundaries, he
said.

| guessit’sjust practicefor when Mitchand | try
toraiseareal baby someday.

And I imagine, justlikelke, the cute, funny, ten-
der thingskidsdo morethan makeupfor their mis-
takes and messes.

To sleep perchance to survive

I’ vebeenfallingasleep onthecouchalot lately.
My wifeisnot impressed and, to be honest, it'sa
habit that | used to criticize my own father for.
However, like so many faults1’ ve seenin others,
now that I'mdoing it myself it doesn’t bother me
nearly asmuch. Infact, | would say falling asleep
at seemingly inopportunetimes, or just beingtired
for no reason, are signs of great maturity. A few
shortyearsago, instead of fallingasleep, I’ dbeup
and active well into the evening, fixing the stove
or replacing aroof shingleor plumbing asink. So
when you add up the cost interms of money spent
to have a professional repair my repair, and, of
course, timelost duetoinjury, yourealizethat me
sleepingonthecouchisthesafest, smartestinvest-
ment of my time and financial resources. And as
soon as my wife remembers some of my other
waking nocturnal interests, shewill agreewhole-
heartedly.

MY ANTI-HERO

When | wasgrowing up, moviesandtelevision
provided uswith alot of heroes. Menwho always
didtherightthing at theright time. Menwhowere
honest and true and fought for justice and “the
Americanway.” Thesewereideals, andit’'sgood
to have someonelike that to look up to, someone
whogivesyou agoal to strivefor. However, when
wefall short of the mark and pale by comparison
with theseicons, that can make uslook bad, espe-
cially inthe eyes of our wives. That’s when you
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needtogotheother way. Youneedtointroducethe
anti-herointoyour spouse'slife. Let her seesome-
one on television who'sway worse than you are.
Someone who will make your indiscretion seem
harmlessly trivial. If you're in minor trouble, a
coupleof episodesof “Judge Judy” mightdoit. If
you're in the deep stuff, you may have to watch
“Cops’ oreven“America sMost Wanted.” All you
needtodoistoexposeyour wifetothreemenwho
areworsethanyou, andyou' reoff thehook. If that
can’t be done, maybeit’stimeto turn yourself in.
MIDLIFE JOB PERKS

Inevery jobtherearelittle extrasthat makethe
position more desirable. For someit's a signing
bonus, for othersit’satitle. Herearesomejob perks
that would appeal totheaveragemiddle-aged guy:

* Coffeeonan|.V. drip.

* Office near the men’sroom.

«\oice-activated computer soyoudon’t haveto
reacharoundyour stomachto accessthekeyboard.

* Largefont inter-office memos.

« Phone set up for outgoing callsonly.

» No office parties. Ever.
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NOT AGOOD THING...
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 Thebossisolder than you.
DANGEROUSSIGNS

| was in a department store the other day, and |
had avery unsettling feeling. Although the store
carried thousands of different itemsin avariety of
styles and colors, | had this sense that there was
nothing herethat | really needed. Not onething in
thestorethat wasgoing to makeenough of adiffer-
enceinmy lifetomakeit worththepurchase. | was
turning into a marketer’s worst nightmare — the
reluctant consumer. | alwaysread about how adver-
tiserswant the younger market. They’ re not inter-
estedinadvertisingtoguyslikeme. |’ mbeginning
to understand why. We' ve run out of money, inter-
est and storage space. And we've lost the naive
optimismthat got usto buy thingslike hot tubsanc
expensive sunglasses. We see ourselves aswe re-
aly are, and it makes us very difficult to manipu-
late. Theonly salestool they haveleftissex andthe
clock isticking, believe me.

Quote of the Day: “Artificial intelligenceis no
match for natural stupidity.” - Red Green

Red Greenisthestar of “ The Red Green Show,”
atelevision seriesseeninthe U.S on PBSandin
Canadaonthe CBC Network, and theauthor of the
new book “ Duct Tapeis not Enough: A humorous
guidetomidlife.” (HatherleighPress, 2002). Watch
for the feature film Red Green's* Duct Tape For-
ever’ at atheater near you.
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