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Saints and sinners: Finding God on the golf course

InJohn Tidyman’spopular book, “ Cleveland
Golfer’sBible” (Gray & Company, 2002), the
author hasachapter titled, “Why | Love Play-
ing Golf with Women.”

One of the reasons he gives is that women
“rarely swear.” Withmengolfers, it'sdifferent.
Over the course of 18 holes, they may invoke
thename of thedeity morethan aminister does
in church on a Sunday morning.

The men, however, will insist they mean no
disrespect. They will goevenfurther. They will
claimthey feel closer to God onthegolf course
on Sunday morning, while enjoying the won-
derful world of nature.

| haveawaysheen skeptical of such claims.

Of course, it is possible — as Shakespeare
sald — tofind “tonguesintrees, booksin run-
ning brooks and sermonsin stones.”

But stones by themselves do not a sermon

make, nor ahole-in-oneon Sunday aChristian
make.

Still, wanting to put the golfer’screed to the
test, | decided onelovely springmorningtoskip
church and spend the time outdoors. | wanted
to see whether it was possibleto feel closer to
Godwhilecommuningwith nature, rather than
crowded inapew.

TheBible, | reminded myself, speaks more
of woodsandtreesand woodland creaturesthan
of synagoguesand churches.

IntheBible, weread of lying downingreen
pastures, of still waters, of the fields exulting
andthewoodssingingfor joy. Theglory of na-
tionsiscomparedtoanoverflowingstreamand
peaceto ariver.

So, | stepped out of aworld of stoneand as-
phalt and automobileemissionsinto aworld of
trees and wildflowers and babbling brooks.
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Thecontrast getsonetorealizethat wespend
most of our livesnotintheworld of God’ smak-
ing, but in one of our own making that has all
the ambience of atrash-burning plant.

In hisbook “The End of Nature” (AlfredA.
Knopf, 1990), Bill M cKibbin statesthat wemay
soon be looking for answersin the great god,
Dacron, asopposed to finding faith in the God
that hasbeen our spiritual leader for thousands
of years.

Inaworld of Astroturf, hewrites, there may
still be work for God to do, but Hewill be un-
ableto speak to usthrough nature.

| passed only three peopleand an I rish setter
onmywalk. They all looked ashappy asl tobe
out on such abeautiful morning. Wesaid hello
(one barked) and went on our way.

Withchurchbellspealinginthedistancel sat
down on arock and cooled my bare feetin a
running stream and read “ The Golfer’s Prayer
for Forgiveness,” which appears on page 211
in“The Golfer'sBible™:

“Forgive me, O Lord, if Sunday morning
finds me on the golf course and not in church.
Forgive meif | find You, not in prayers and
hymns, butinYour great and gloriousoutdoors,
more magnificent than any cathedral.

“My prayerstoYouon Sunday morning may
beunspokenand my hymnstoYou unsung, but

my heart will be always praising You for the
beauty of the Earth, for spacious skies, for the
joys of comradeship and for this funny little
gameweplay.

“Blessmy drivingand my putting. Direct the
ball into the bunker only for my opponent’s
shots. (If to ask thisisunwaorthy of me, forgive
methis, too.) Amen.”

It may beunrealisticto expect your ordinary
duffer to bethinking thoughtsabout natureanc
the universe as he steps up to thefirst teeon a
Sunday morning.

Butif hetakesaminutetopray “ TheGolfer’s
Prayer for Forgiveness’ before he leaves the
clubhouse, hemay indeedfind his18-holejour-
ney chasing an elusive little white ball across
onetiny corner of God’sgloriouscreationtobe
areligiousexperiencesuchashewould not finc
in church. Or anywhere else.

Newly dedicated temple in Pennsylvania attracts Hindus from across nation

By Jennifer Kay
Associated Press Writer

SCHUYLKILL HAVEN, Pa. —
Under billboards pointing tourists to-
wardAmishsouvenirs, anornate, sand-
stone Hindu temple carvesacorner of
Indiaintothemiddleof Pennsylvania's
rolling farmland.

Haveli at Vra opened thisspring—
the first temple in the Western Hemi-
sphereconsecrated asaprincipal shrine
of thePushti Marg sect. Itisan official
pilgrimage destination for Hindus in
North America.

The temple, about 70 miles north-
west of Philadel phia, will eventually be
surrounded by other religiousand cul-
tural structureson a300-acre campus.

The site was chosen because of its
relativeproximity tolargeHindu com-
munities in Boston, Pittsburgh and

Richmond, Va., said Pramod Amin,
Vraj’'s chief adviser and trustee. Al-
ready, it has draw large crowds: Ap-
proximately 15,000 peoplefromacross
the country attended the first day of a
monthlong Haveli inauguration cel-
ebrationin May.

Dr. Pratima Shah, a physician from
Cleveland, recently visited the shrine
with membersof her extended family.

“Thisistheholy temple. For our par-
ents, our grandparents and our ances-
tors, we are following the same tradi-
tion,” she said. “We just wanted to be
part of the celebration.”

“For meditation, for peace, it isthe
best place so far that | havevisited, in
Indiaor inthe U.S.,” said Mahedra
Shah, of Elmira, N.Y., no relation to
Pratima Shah.

Six viewingsof theswaroop, oricon,

of thegod Shri Nathjee are performed
eachday inthetemple’smainsanctum,
which is decorated with silver and
marbleimported fromthesameregion
of India— Vrgj — wherethe deity is
believed to havelived whilein human
form.

InthePushti Marg sect, the swaroop
isbelieved to betheliving presence of
the god Shri Nathjee, the child image
of Krishna. Krishna, inturn,isbelieved
to be an incarnation of Vishnu — one
of Hinduism'’ sprincipal deities—who
isworshipped asthe protector and pre-
server of theworld.

Barefoot worshippersinamix of eth-
nic and Western dresskneel in front of
theiconasattendantspresent offerings
of flowersand food, and temple musi-
ciansbeat ontraditional Indiandrums.

Construction workers finishing the

temple’s bal cony, though, may keep
their shoes* becausethey arepart of the
creation,” Amin said.

There are an estimated 837 million
Hindusworldwide, includingamost 1
millioninthe United States, according
to theWorld Christian Encyclopedia.

Although the temple itself upholds
Pushti Marg beliefs — the only other
such shrine to Shri Nathjeeisin
Nathdwara, India—therest of theVraj
campuswill focusonthetraditionsheld
by al Hindus.

More small temples, along with a
reflecting pool, alibrary and amuseum
about India and Indian culture are
planned for the site. Weeklong camps
for children from various Hindu sects
will beheldonthecampusthissummer.

For thoseunabletotravel tolndiafor
atraditional 145-mile, 84-stoppilgrim-

age based on the life of Krishna, the
Schuylkill County property has a
smallerversionthat will circletheprop-
erty.

Atul Parikh, the shrine’s architect,
said Vrgj isatraditional Hindu temple
haveli, whichmeans"palace’ or“ man-
sion.”

According to the Pushti Marg belief
that Shri Nathjee practiced hisfaith at
hisfather’ shouse, thetemplefulfillsthe
god's needs with a place to sleep, eat
and dress.

“l am translating the religious re-
quirementsinto architectural form us-
ing the technology and building re-
quirementshere,” Parikh said.

Funding for the haveli, whichisex-
pectedto cost $6 millionto $8 million,
comes solely from private donations,
from$5uptosevera thousanddollars,

Amin said. Sheela nyas — “stones
givenintrust” — used in construction
can also be purchased for $25.

Sincegroundbreaking adecadeago,
when the temple was just a blueprint,
Vra] hasattracted about 50,000visitors
annually, Amin said. He expects that
number to double with the haveli’s
completion.

Thefoundersof theVrag intendedto
maketheproperty ahome-away-from-
homefor Hindus, Amin said.

“1f we made avideo of thistemple
and the campus when it is compl eted
and sentittoIndiafor peopleto see, no
one would make out that it’s in the
middle of Pennsylvania,” hesaid.

On the Net: Haveli at Vraj: http://
WWW.VIg).org
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Pastor: Don Crutcher
Fifth & Broadway

Sunday: Sunday School: 9 am
Worship Service: 10 am
Evening Service: 6:30 pm

Pastor: Rev. Steve Rains
Fourth & College ® 899-3605
Sunday: Sunday School:
Morning Service: 10:30 am
Evening Service: 6:00 pm
Wednesday: Adult Prayer and Worship: 7:00 p.m.
Youth @ the Rock House: 7:00 p.m.
Helping you focus upward in worship, inward

9:15 am
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401 Caldwell
899-6185

Church of Christ
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L First Christian Church _ |

[[ Rible Baptist Church ]] g\u Church of ‘Jesus Christ q
of Latter-Day Saints
1200 15th Street ® Burlington, CO ® (970) 664-2470
Sacrament Meeting: 9:30 am

Sunday School: 10:45 am
Priesthood/Relief Society: 11:30 am

Eul}lord of Life Foursquare Ghurc‘;tuj

Pastor: John Coumerilh
Sunday: Worship Celebration &
Kids” Church: 10:30 am

223 E. 10th
899-5250
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Kanorado

E United Methodist Church g]

Worship Service: 10:45 am CST
Sunday School: 9:45 am CST

Minister: Rev. Bob Winters

Brewster:
Pastor:

Winona:

Sunday: Bible Study: 9:45 am
Worship Service: 10:45 am
Wednesday: Bible Study: 7 pm

(Disciples of Christ)
Pastor: Loren Strait
Eighth & Arcade ® 899-5233
Sunday: Worship Service: 10:30 am
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.
Activities: Junior High & High School Youth Groups,
Adult Bible Study, Choir, Men's and Women's Groups,
Devotions Study, Monthly Fellowship
Special Notice: Handicap Accessible, Hearing

Assistance Equipment and Infant and Toddler
Nurseries Available

Cx

Pastor: Matthew Delp
Third & Caldwell
899-2080 or 899-3797
Sunday: Sunday School: 9:45 am
Worship Service: 10:50 am
Evening Service: 6 pm

1 899-3631
” Pastor: Rev. Carol Moore-Ramey
Sunday: Sunday School: 9:15 am
Worship Service: 10:30 am

Sonvrise Christian Church

Pastor: Bud Chester
Fifth & Center ® 899-3450
Sunday: Sunday School: 9:15 am
Morning Worship: 10:30 am
Evening Worship: 6:30 pm
Tuesday: Mens’ Prayer Group: 6:00 am

,f Thursday: Night Bible Study: 7:00 pm .:

Ninth & Caldwell ® 899-5398
Minister: Tony Kafka
Youth Minister: Doug Bean
Sunday: Worship Service: 9:30 am
Sunday School: 10:45 am
Wednesday:
Junior/Senior High Meeting: 7 pm

tE Adult & Children’s Classes: 7 pm 3]
g Emmanuel Lutheran Church

Seventh Day Adventist Ghurd:q

1160 Cattletrail J ||
L

13th & Sherman ® 899-6161
Pastor: Scott Grimshaw
Sunday: Sunday School: 8:45 am
Worship Service: 10 am
Wednesday: Confirmation: 6 pm

]

Pastor: Arlin Cochran ® 785-332-2888
Saturday: Sabbath School: 9:30 am
Worship Service: 11 am

[

First United Methodist Church H
1116 Sherman
| ¢

W l ii Pastor: Bob Snyder o Residence: 899-0134
]

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church ]
13th & Center

United Methodist Church
Pastor: Leonard Cox (]
399-2468
Sunday: Sunday School: 9 am
Worship Service: 10:15 am

goodland RBible Church

109 Willow Road ® 899-6400
Pastor:
Sunday: Sunday School: 9:45 am
Morning Worship: 11 am
Evening Worship: 6 pm
Wednesday: Call for location d

grace Fellowship Church
104 E. Hwy 24 * 899-6423

Sunday: Sunday School: 10 am il
Worship Service: 11 am

C

Youth Group at Gattshall’s at 5:30 pm
Adult Bible Study 6 pm

899-2115 or Rectory 899-2114
Priest: Father Charles Schneider
Deacon: Gretchen Talitha
Adult Forum: Sunday : 8:30 am
Morning Prayer: 9:30 am 1st & 5th Sundays

Holy Eucharist: 2nd, 3rd, & 4th Sundays: 9:30
Sr. Warden for emergencies during the week 899-2067 j]

J

9Yglisia Del Dios Vivo
La Luz Del Mundo
Spanish Speaking Church

Minister: Esteban Ortiz B.
1601 Texas ® 899-5275

Daily Prayer: Sunday thru
Saturday: 5am & 6 pm

Sunday: Sunday School: 10 am

)

307 W. 13th  899-7205
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
4:30-5 pm Saturday or by appointment
Mass Schedule:
Saturday: 6 pm
Sunday: 8 am and 9:30 am
Spanish Mass:

Serving the rural community for over 100 years
Rt. 1, Box 180  694-2807 © 3190 Road 70
Pastor: Jim Cress
899-5784
Sunday: Worship Service: 9 am
Sunday School: 10 am

good Samaritan Center
208 W. 2nd

goodland Daily News
1205 Main

Koons Funeral Chapel
North Main

‘The following sponsors urge YOU to attend your chosen House of Worship this Sabbath:

Short & Son ‘Trucking
Hwy. 24

‘Topside Office Products, Inc.

1110 Main




