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commentary

from other pens...

U.S. has mixed record

of changing leaders

If it'sany consolationto Yasser Arafat, hehasalot of company. The
United States hasalong history of trying to get rid of foreign leaders
who don’t measure up.

Some methods are more decorous than others. President Bush made
knownhisdesirethatArafat beremovedinanationally televised address.

Over theyears, U.S. efforts at regime change have been less gentle-
manly. Inthiscategory areoutright nation, invasions, covertplots.

“Peacerequiresanew and different Pal estinianleadership,” Bushsaid
Monday, his measured tones masking one of the most significant de-
velopmentsinAmerica’slong and sometimestorturedinvolvementin
theMiddle East.

SometimestheU.S., initssearch for new leadership abroad, hasthe
luxury of broad support, asintheair and land campaign that led to the
ouster of theruling Taliban militiain Afghanistan last November.

Much of theworld showed understanding for Bush’sdecisionto use
force against agovernment the United States said wascomplicitinthe
Sept. 11 terrorist attacks.

Bush al sowantssomebody other than Saddam Husseinrunningrag,
and force is a strong possibility. If he chooses that option, however,
international backingislikely to be scant.

The Europeans, so often with the United States during times of cri-
sis, generally believe military action against Irag would not haveale-
gal basis. Most also firmly rejected Bush's demand that Arafat be re-
moved asacondition for peace.

L atinAmericaand the Caribbean havebeenfavored hunting grounds
for American presidents eager for regime change.

OneexampleisCuba, whereaSenatecommitteefoundin1975there
had been eight ClA-sponsored attempts on the life of President Fidel
Castro. (Castro saysthereweremany more.) A generationlater, Castro
isstill around. Theofficia policy nowadaysistoapply pressuretonudge
Castro into promoting democracy and free market changes.

TheBushadministrationisnot fussy about who dismantlesthetotali-
tarian structure Castro has erected. If Castro himself doesit, so beit.

Castro wasal so the protagonist of America’ smost embarrassing re-
gimechangeinitiative. Heeasily disposed of aU.S.-trained Cubanexile
forceat the Bay of Pigsin 1961.

President Clinton sent troopsto Haiti in1994to oustamilitary clique
that had sei zed power from an €l ected president threeyearsearlier. In-
ternationally, theinvasiondrew few protests, havingreceived thebl ess-
ing of the U.N. Security Council beforehand.

Thefirst Bush administration sent troopsto Panamain 1989to evict
and arrest Gen. Manuel Antonio Noriega, an anti-democrat who was
wanted in the United States on drug trafficking charges.

Although much of LatinAmericafelt theunilateral U.S. actionwas
unwarranted, U.S. officialscan respondthat with Noriegagone, Panama
hasenjoyed 12 years of democratic stability.

Reagan’sadministration sponsored aNicaraguanrebel forcetofight
pro-Cuban Sandinista Daniel Ortega. Eventually, it was Nicaragua's
voterswhotook careof that regimechange, € ectingamoderatein 1990.

U.S. troops deposed aleftist government in Grenadain 1983. Ameri-
canjetsattacked Libyathreeyearslater, appearingtotarget thecompound
of longtime leader and American bugaboo Moammar Gadhafi at one
point. He survived but now seems somewhat tamer than he oncedid.

Old timers remember two early U.S. regime-change successes: Iran
in 1953 and Guatemalain 1954, both orchestrated by the CIA. Both re-
sultedintheemergenceof regimesfriendly totheUnited Statesbut with
limited backing at home, partly because of poor human rightsrecords.

In Iran, the outcome was amajor setback for Washington. An anti-
American Islamicradical regimewasinstalled in 1979 and remains.

Bushhasbranded Iranan* axisof evil” country but hasnot demanded
new |eadership there. Heis counting on the I ranian people.

EDITOR SNOTE —George Gedda has covered foreign affairsfor
The Associated Presssince 1968.
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China has many things to learn before 2008

Observationsfrom mainland China

Beijing isthelast stop on our three-Chinatrip.
WEe' ve already been to Taiwan and Hong Kong.
Both were eager to show ushow freethey are.

WEe' reabit nervous about going onto themain-
land. Our guide and mentor, Allen Beerman of
Nebraska, had toreturnhomeafter hiswifebroke
her armin Taiwan.

Thisisit guys — the really big, Communist
China, thehomeof 1.3 billion people, theland of
Mao.

 ThePeopl e sRepublicof Chinaisfightingand
clawingitsway intothepresent. Itistearingdown
slums and building modern high-rise apartments
asfastasitcan. Itislookingforwardeagerly tothe
2008 Olympic games, which will be held in
Beijing.

» Whilethey eagerly embrace visitors after de-
cades of isolationism, the folksin the People’'s
Republic still havealot to learn about tourism.

— Our mealswere prepaid, and instead of be-
ing told that it would cost $8 yuen for an extra
water, beer or Coke, we were told that we could
have ONE drink with our food.
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—Iceisn’tavailable. It took two hoursand two
callstoget someat thehotel. Bottledwater isavail -
ableonthebushbut itisnot chilled. Wewere dehy-
drated thewholetrip.

— Publicbathroomsaretruly thirdworld. Inthe
tourist-trapjadefactory, thewomen'’sstall sfeature
aholeintheconcrete. You squat and pray you can
get back up again without falling.

— Atthejadefactory, wearetold that weWILL
watchal0-minutelectureonjadeinstead of being
invited to watch the wonderfully knowledgeable
lady tell ushow totell real jade from fake.

* Capitalism has come to Chinain a big way.
Therearevendorsand hucksterseverywhere.

They areeverywherearoundtheForbidden City
and the Great Wall. In Tianan’ men Square, they

Politics blocks seniors from

The 2002 Medicare wars resumed this week,
delayed amonth ashospital s successfully fought
cuts proposed by Waysand Means Chairman Bill
Thomas (R-Calif.).

The prospects this year are that Congress will
end up helping hospitals, doctors, HMOs, rural
health centersand other providers—who do need
assistance— but not senior citizens, who need it
more.

Somehow, Congress has been able to come to
agreement thiselection year on billionsin aid for
farmers— mostly corporatefarmers— but can’t
doitfor seniors.

Farmerswerethebeneficiariesof abiddingwar/
spendingfrenzy. ThedynamiconaMedicarepre-
scription-drug benefit this year looks to be parti-
sanstalematefollowed by political blame-casting.

With luck, Congresswill decidethisfall that it
hastodo somethingontheMedicarefront andwill
approvefundstoraiseinadequatereimbursements
to providers.

That may slow thetrend of doctorsand HMOs
dropping Medicare patients and will help finan-
cially strappedurban, teaching andrural hospitals.
Butitwon’t aid seniorsfacing surging pharmaceu-
tical costs.

TheHousewasscheduled tovotelast month on
aMedicareplanwritten by Thomas, but itsaction
was postponed because industry |obbyists and
backbench Republicanscomplainedto GOPlead-
ers about reimbursement cuts heintended to im-
pose on hospitals.

TheAmericanHospital Association, theFedera-
tion of American Hospitals and the Coalition to
Protect America sHealth Careran newspaper ads
in six GOP districts protesting the cuts and com-
posed atelevision ad to runin other districts.

That ad, featuring an emergency roomand mak-
ing the casethat “ one-third of hospitalsarelosing
money ... yet someinWashingtonwant to cut pay-
ments by billions’ never was aired, but it was
played several timeson Capitol Hill.

Thehospital groupsalso circulated asurvey by
GOP pollster Bill Mclnturff showing that more
than 70 percent of voters oppose cutsto hospitals
andthat key swingvoters— suburbanwomenand
independents— do so especially.

Lobbyists credit Rep. Rob Portman (R-Ohio)
and House Chief Deputy Whip Roy Blunt (R-Mo.)
withcarryingthecaseto other leaders, who* came
down likeaton of bricks” on Thomas.

He rewrote his bill, reversing an anticipated
hospital cut of $30billionover 10yearstoa$13.4
billionincrease, but reducing theprescription-drug
benefit for seniorsfrom $350 billion to $310 bil-
lion.

Thomasunveiled hisnew bill and began mark-
ingitupthisweek in committee. A companion—
some say rival — bill is being marked up by En-
ergy and Commerce Chairman Billy Tauzin (R-
La.),who'sexercisinghispanel’sjurisdictionover
outpatient M edicare services.

Thebillswill bereconciled by Houseleadersand
voted on next week, but no sooner had Thomas
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introduced his new measure than partisan wran-
gling began.

Sen. Edward Kennedy (D-Mass.) denounced it
as“meager and inadequate” at the National Press
Cluband declared that “the only thing worsethan
not passing Medicare prescription-drug reform
wouldbetopassaphony programthat undermines
the coveragethat already exists.”

Of course, something better than passing no
benefit— giventheindispensableplacethat drugs
haveinmodern medicineandinthelivesof seniors
— would be for Democrats and Republicans to
make adeal to provide one.

TheCongressional Budget Officejudgesthatthe
House GOP drug plan islikely to gain participa-
tion by 90 percent of seniors.

Enrichingthemeasureto cover 95 percent or 97
percent would seem to be within the capacity of
legidatorsdeterminedto addressaseriousnational
need.

Or, aternatively, Congress could at | east agree
to provide coverage protecting seniors— or per-
haps only low-income seniors — against cata-
strophic drug expenses.

Butthetwo partiesareputtingideology and el ec-
tion-year politicsfirst. Republicansinsist on re-
forming Medicare to give seniors achoice of in-
suranceplans. Democratschargethiswill “ force”

followed usthe dozen blockswe had to walk back
tothetour busand | thought acoupleweregoingtc
hop on and join usfor supper.

* You bargain everywhere. As| was leaving, |
wanted to buy astuffed pandainthehotel gift shop
but | didn’t haveenoughmoney. After admiringthe
toy, | regretfully put it back until theclerk asked me
how much| wouldpay. | toldherwhat | had and after
afew minutes, whileshedetermined that shecoul
get no more out of me, | triumphantly carried off
the plush animal.

« [twasinteresting tofind out that Cokeand GM
each contributed large sums towards the Chinese
effortsto get the 2008 Olympic games. Thesetwo
merchandising giantssee Chinaasan almost limit-
lessmarket.

» TheChinesearefriendly peopletryingto catch
up with therest of theworld. They still need afew
lessons on selling themselves, but they’ re getting
there.

Money from the Olympi csshould hel pthem up-
gradetheir infrastructure.

By 2008, they say they’ll be ready to host the
world. | hope so.

tting hel
theminto HMOs.

Democrats al so oppose anything that smacks of
means-testing Medicare, which they consider &
social insuranceprogram like Social Security with
guaranteed benefits regardl ess of income.

Democrats also want a much richer benefit —
$800billion under aHousebill and $450 billiontc
$500 billion under a bill sponsored by Kennedy
alongwith Sens. Bob Graham (Fla.) and Zell Miller
(Ga.).

But, most of al, Democrats don’t want to give
President Bush the opportunity to hold a signing
ceremony inthe Rose Garden.

EvensomeHouse GOPleadersacknowledgethat
their bill is“mainly politics’ — providing Repub-
licans with cover as Democratstry to exploit the
drug issueto win support from seniors.

It'salso designed aspart of thelarger GOPstrat-
egy of piling up alist of House achievementsthat
the Senateisunableto match.

And, indeed, it'sunlikely that the Senatewill pass
any drughill. Mgjority L eader ThomasDaschle(D-
S.D.)intendstobringuptheGraham-Miller bill for
debate — possibly next week — but it's given nc
chance of passing.

So, there'slikely to beanimpasse. The question
is: When will it ever break? This election is not
likely to giveeither party decisive control of Con-
gress, so acompromise of differencesisthe only
way that any drug benefit can be passed. But both
sides seem determined to usetheissue politically,
not solveit. It'sno credit to either of them.

Morton Kondracke is executive editor of Roll
Call, the newspaper of Capitol Hill.
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