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of Goodland.

Flames burned across awheatfield this morning about 12 miles north
Photo by Doug Stephens/The Goodland Daily News

No more burning,
Say COMMISSLOners

BURN BAN, from Page 1

about theuseof camp stovesandgrills
at Smoky GardensontheJuly 4th holi-
day, because technically these would
beincluded in the ban.

After discussion Griffithagreedthat
if peoplearecareful andareusing con-
tained camp stovesor grillsthosecould
be used, but no open pit fires will be
allowed.

“1 would ask that peoplebe surethe
fireisoutinthegrill beforethey leave,”
hesaid.

“Itwill includecampfiresat Smoky
Gardensbecausethegrassinthe area
isso dry,” Griffith said, “if that ever
caught fire we could look like Colo-

rado.”

Thecommissionersunanimously
approved imposing the countywide
burn ban, which will be effective
through July 5th, but can be ex-
tended for additional daysat thenext
commissioner meeting schedul ed
for Tuesday.

“1f someonestartsafirewithfire-
worksand thereisproperty damage
the person can be charged with ar-
son,” Griffith said.

The commissioners said they
would alert the Sherman County
Sheriff’ sDepartment and thecounty
employee who is the caretaker for
Smoky Gardens to be extrawatch-
ful.

‘Pledge’ ruling on hold until dust settles

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — A
much-malignedrulingonthePledgeof
Allegianceis on hold while afedera
appeal scourt decideshow todeal with
callsfor arehearing in the case.

Judge Alfred T. Goodwin, who
wrotethe2-1 opinionthat said schools
cannot havestudentsrecitethepledge,
preventeditfromtakingeffect until the
9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appealsde-
cideswhether it wantsto alter course.
Hegave no reason.

Attorney General JohnAshcroft said
Thursday the Justice Department will
request ahearing by an 11-judgepanel .
Asof Thursday afternoon, court clerk
Cathy Cattersonsaid nopetitionsfora
rehearing had been submitted.

Gov. Gray Davisandschool officials
in the town of Elk Grove, where the
plaintiff lives, both promisedtoappeal.

Theappeal scourt canrehear thecase
with the same three judges, or an 11-
judge panel. Goodwin’saction hasno
immediate result, since the ruling al-
ready wason hold by court rulesfor 45
daysto allow for any challenges.

Goodwin stunned peopleacrossthe
political spectrum when he declared
that reciting the Pledge of Allegiance
in public schools is unconstitutional
because the phrase “ one nation under
God” amounts to a government en-
dorsement of religion. Thewords*“ un-
der God” wereinserted by Congressin
1954 after acampaign by the Knights

of Columbus, aRoman Catholicorga-
nization.

VikramAmar, aHastingsCollegeof
the Law scholar, said Goodwin’s lat-
est opinion “has no legal force or ef-
fect” for thetimebeing.

“They’ reacknowledging thelikeli-
hood that the whole 9th Circuit may
takealook at this,” Amar said.

Given the public outrage over the
initial ruling, Goodwin wanted to
make clear that children, for now, are
not barred from reciting the pledgein
class, legal expertssaid.

“Thisis not your ordinary run-of-
the-mill decision,” said Douglas
Mirell, aL osAngel es-based constitu-
tional law attorney.

“Extraordinary cases may require
extraordinary measures in order to
clarify for the public and the world
exactly what the results of the case
are.”

Craig Johnson, a constitutional
rightsattorney in New York, agreed.

“I think therewasal ot of back chan-
nel pressure on these judges to put a
stay onthisgiventheinitial publicre-
action,” Johnson said.

Wednesday’ srulingwasinresponse
toaCaliforniaatheist’sbidtokeep his
second-grade daughter from being
exposedtoreligionin school. The de-
cision was met with widespread criti-
cism, including from Congress and
President Bush.

TOPEKA (AP)—Thestatepension
system took ahit fromthedropinthe
price of WorldCom Inc. stock, but of -
ficials say it isn’'t anything to worry
about.

TheKansasStateEmployeesRetire-
ment System lost between $5 million
and $6 million in the value of its

WorldCom holdings, RobWoodard,
KPERS chief investment officer,
said Thursday.

“Inrelativeterms,itwon’t havea
significant impact,” he said. “No
single security movement has that
much of animpact becausethefund
isdiverse.”

State retivement pension system took hit on WorldCom stock

Woodard said KPERS s total as-
sets are around $9 billion and
WorldCom stock accountsfor only
a minute portion of the pension
system'’stotal portfolio.

KPERS holds about 600,000
shares of WorldCom stock directly
andindirectly. Tradingwashaltedon

thestock, so KPERShasn't been able
tosell it.

About 56,000 retirees receive
monthly pension checks from
KPERS.

During fiscal year 2001, KPERS
paid out $550 million in retirement
benefits.
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Your KEY to business success.

Have your name up front when a customer needs you.
Repetitive advertising is the key to opening the door to new customers.

[7th Street

Mon., Wed., Fri.:@
7am.to7:30 p.m.
walk-ins
Tues. & Thurs-
Appointments until 5 p.m.
Saturdays: s
8am. To noon
Master Barber & Stylist,
Cynthia Bohl
785-899-6544

The
FRAMING PLACE
Custom Matting & Framing

Just Arrived!!
300 Moulding Samples

25% off

* Prints by Robert Duncan
(family life in the country)

M - F 10:00 - 4:00 or by appointment
Behind the house @ 404 Main 899-5528
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People can use 3-cents stamps with old 34-cent stamps to make up the
difference of the price increase going into effect Sunday.

Postage rate increase
takes effect on Sunday

STAMP, from Page 1

can gtill use the old ones, he said, but
they will havetoadd a3 cent stampto
the envelope.

Marvin Selby, school district super-
intendent, saidtheincreasewould cost
the district about $1,200 per year,
which includes mailings for al three
elementary schools, thejunior highand
high school.

Mary Volk, city clerk, said the city
will haveto pay about $1,200 extraper
year in billing alone. Adding in the
building, police and other depart-
ments, sheestimatesthetotal increase
would be$1,500t0 $2,000 per year —
money the city has not budgeted.

Selby saidhe'snot happy thedistrict,
already strapped for cash, isgoing to
have to pay extrafor postage, but if
therehastobeanincrease, it cameat a
goodtime.

“I"muptomy elbowsinbudget work
right now,” Selby said. “ Thenew (fis-
cal) year starts Monday, so this was
perfect timing for us.”

Besides the cost of first-class mail
rising from 34 centsto 37, post cards
aregoing from 21 centsto 23, express
mail will beupto$13.65from $12.45,
and certified mail will be $2.30, up
from $2.10.

Dustin Eller, owner of WebKansas,
said hisbusiness sends out 300 pieces
of mail amonth, so the increase will
cost him about $9.

“It’s not going to hurt us much,”
Eller said, “but | imagineit would hurt
someone who sends out thousands of
pieces of mail.

“What dothey needthat extra3cents
for? They figure people have nc
choice. What are they going to do, go
down and mail with acompetitor?’

Thecost of doing businessisup, the
postal servicesaidinaletter it sent out
toexplaintheincrease. It saysit hascut
costs, including getting rid of tens of
thousandsof positions, butit still needs
more money so servicewon't be hurt.

The service saysit hasto deliver to
1.7 million new customers each year,
but people aren’t sending as much
mail, so volumeisn’t keeping up with
customer growth. Thisyear, theservice
saysit plansto deliver 6 billion fewer
piecesof mail than last year.

Thegrowth of e-mail might bearea-
sonwhy peoplearemailingless, Eller
said.

“It probably hasalot to dowithit,”
hesaid. “You can send mail, pictures,
evenvideos. What areyou goingtodo,
send avideothrough e-mail, or pay $5
toputitinthemail?’

Bob Knight's managerleaves

TOPEKA (AP) — Republican gu-
bernatorial candidate Bob Knight's
campaign campaigh manager has | eft
him.

The change happened less than six
weeks before the Aug. 6 primary but
said her departure won't hurt the
Wichitamayor’sefforts.

Kelly Levi said she parted from the
campaign Wednesday on good terms

“It wasapparent that Mayor Knight
had ateam ontheground, shesaid, “ but
therewasn’tagood spotfor me, sol de-
cidedtoleave.”

She said her leaving won't hurt
Knight's chances.

Combined ratesare
availableto feature your servicesin the
Daily and The Country Advocate.
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Michael Downing

General Contractor

Concrete Work ¢ Patios & Decks
» Garages & Efc.
* Remodels & Additions ¢

785-626-3529 or 785-626-0060

Karen’s
Cleaning Service
Residential & Commercial

For all of your
cleaning needs. &

Steam Cleaning/windows &4

Call 821-1628
785-694-2687
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Residential Real Estate
Farm and Ranch
115 E. 9th » Goodland
Office (785) 899-0500

Toll Free 866-899-0555
Joyce Boehme realtor
Robert Jones owner/broker

L mes.

EQUAL HOUSING

NEW SYSTEM

Prebessional

WINDOW
CLEANING

Colby, Kansas
COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL - FREE ESTIMATES

785-462-6995 or
1-800-611-6735

Please call early to get your name
on the list for spring cleaning.

Chris & Beth Lewon “2fe Ao windows”

N
ANDREA &

Call 1-888-811-FIRM
or stop by or one

of our 3 locations: 120 S. Franklin

Real Estate « Divorce ¢ Probate ¢ Child Custody/Support
Trusts ¢ Estate Planning ¢ Bankruptcy ¢ Bus. Org.
Criminal Defense ¢ General Litigation

~ SERVING NORTHWEST KANSAS ~

-ATTORNEYS & COUNSELLORS AT LAW -

Colby~462-9800 Goodland~899-7141

Wtkel/m

Sharon Springs

114 W. 12th 308 N. Main, 852-4095

REALJESTATE

only the best will do

Mitch Hixson

785-899-3060 « Home: 785—899—9270
114 W. 12th » Goodland, KS

REALTOR®

SIGNS-LETTERING & PINSTRIPES
Custom Vinyl & Painting

Box 309

o crrkseor> [ 8((-886-2493| <

CLEAR CHOICE, LLC

785-462-9793 or
888-466-8602

MOBILE AUTOGLASS

660 W. WALNUT « COLBY, KS 67701 « FAX: 785-462-2782

CRACK REPAIR &
REPLACEMENT

: Alex’s Radiator and Auto Repair

 Auto, Truck & Tractor Radiator Repair » Auto Repair » Tire Service s Oil

Change » Small Engine, Lawn Mower, Chain Saw, and Trimmer Repair ¢
Unlock Vehicles

24 Hour Wrecker Service ¢ Rollback Available l

Tire Service
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‘mn 00 _Alex West 785-821-1128 Cell #

531 W. 17th » Goodland, KS

785-899-7554

785-899-6916 Cell #
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Replacement
Windows

a Wood and Vinyl

N

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Siding

Sted & Vinyl

CENTER
1/2 Mile North Exit 19 off 1-70

Goodland, Kan. 67735
(785) 899-6241
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ad could be herel

Call Judy or Eric at 899-2338
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SHELTER

INSURANCE

We'll always be there for you.
LIFE - HOME + CAR *

Jim Alcorn, Agent
1624 S. Main Street
Goodland, KS 67735-0727
Business: (785) 899-2553
Home: (785) 899-3974

'® Www.shelterinsurance.com

FARM - BUSINESS
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Call (785) 899-2338
for information.

& nwkansas.com

Your local internet service provider
with connections in Goodland.

With monthly costs

$16.50 per month!

as low as




