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commentary

from other pens...

Powertul scene sitting
at the feet of Lincoln

WASHINGTON (AP)—Anchored ontheNational Mall, themonu-
mentsthat stand asthenation’stributestoitsgreatest |eaderscan seem
asunchanging asthe stonesthey are built of .

But the meaning of monuments, the messages they deliver to the
future, iscapable of changeevenif the stonesare not.

TheLincoln Memorial isacasein point.

Outwardly, it has remained exactly the samefor the last 80 years, a
pillared marbletemplewith Daniel Chester French’smassivestatue of
abenign and pensive Lincoln sitting where the ancient Greeks might
have placed Athenaor Zeus.

Theway peopleperceiveLincoln’smemoria hasbeen transformed
ineight decades. Symbolicaly, itisadifferent placethanit waswhen
it was dedicated on Memorial Day 1922. It isone of history’sironies
that the audience for the dedication of amemorial to the author of the
Emancipation Proclamation was segregated by race.

“Monumentshaveaway of changing, and evenreversing, themean-
ingsinitialy giventothem,” saysscholar Jeffrey F. Meyer. “ Yearspass,
eventsoccur at them, and oneday when thefog liftsover the Potomac
weseeadifferent memorial.”

TheLincoln Memorial’splannersplayed downissuesthat werestill
divisive. They shaped the monument’s symbolism not on the freeing
of slavesbut on Lincoln’sstruggleto savethe Unionand on therecon-
ciliation between North and South that followed the Civil War.

At the monument’s dedication, with blacks seated in the “ colored
only” area, there waslittle expectation that the monument would one
day be considered apre-eminent symbol of racial justice.

“The Lincoln Memorial as finally approved achieved consensus by
ignoring the controversies surrounding the Civil War,” says Meyer, a
professor of religionat theUniversity of North Carolina. Hisbook, “Myths
in Stone,” was published last year by the University of CaliforniaPress.

The theme of union and reconciliation was embedded in the
monument’sstones. The13 stepsto architect Henry Bacon’smainplat-
formrepresented theoriginal states. The 36 pillarsmarked thenumber
of statesin Lincoln’stime. The 48 carved festoons, or moldings, near
therooflinestoodfor thenumber of stateswhenthememoria washbuilt.

Thisstarted changing in the spring of 1939, when world-renowned
opera singer Marian Anderson was barred by the Daughters of the
American Revolution from singing in the group’s Constitution Hall
because she was black. There was a newspaper storm about that, and
theideabubbled upto President Franklin Roosevelt that shebeinvited
tosing “at thefeet of Lincoln” on Easter afternoon.

At5:30 p.m. onApril 9, 1939, Anderson sang for about 75,000 people
on the monument grounds and a radio audience of millions. Calm and
dignified sheopenedwith* AmericatheBeautiful,” andmovedonthrough
aseriesof spirituals, including “ Nobody KnowstheTroublel’ ve Seen.”

“Theissueeveryonehadtriedto avoid at thememorial’sdedication
somel15yearsearlier now cameforwardfrontandcenter,” Meyerwrites.

Andersonallowed her musicand the setting to speak for themsel ves.

“| particularly did not want to say anything about the DAR (because)
| did not feel | wasdesigned for mortal combat,” she said.

OnAug. 28, 1963, an even larger crowd gathered at the same place
before the same statue and demanded change. Martin Luther King Jr.
looked out over an audienceestimated at 200,000, took note of hissur-
roundings and transformed the Lincoln Memorial permanently.

“Fivescoreyearsago, agreat American, inwhose symbolic shadow
we stand today, signed the Emancipation Proclamation,” he began.
“Thismomentousdecree cameasagreat beacon of hopeto millionsof
Negroslaveswho had beenscarredintheflameof witheringinjustice.”

Even though not astone of the memorial had changed, King had re-
cast themessagetheLincoln Memorial’ sbuildershad wanted to project.

EDITOR SNOTE: LawrenceL. Knutson hasreported on Congress,
the WhiteHouseand Washington’shistoryfor 34 year sfor The Associ-
ated Press.
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Keep up the recycllng, it is saving money!

With four months of collections the recycling
program in Sherman County has been showing a
continued growth, but in the last two weeks the
amount collected seemsto haveleveled off.

Talking to Alan Birt, who drives the truck that
picksuptherecycled material thecontainerswere
unusually light last week. Hesai d thiswasthefirst
timethepaper containerswerenot totally full, and
the canswere down aswell.

Theremay beseveral explanationsfor thedrop
including the summer heat, the fact many people
areonvacation or that suddenly people have got-
ten out of therecycling habit.

We hope the heat and vacations are the reason
because the program has been saving money for
both the county and the city which meansit has
been saving all of thetaxpayers money.

When we recycle paper, cans and glass we re-
ducethetonsof trashthat haveto bepickedupand
buriedinthelandfill. Thisreducesthe cost to the
city becausetherearenoasmany tons, and thetip-
pingfeeislowered. It savesmoney for thecounty
becauseit makesthelandfill last longer, andthere
arelesstonsto haveto be compacted and buried.

Some peopl e heard the suggestion of therepre-
sentativesfrom U.S. Waste I ndustriesthat if they
get the trash collection system they would allow
moretypesof trash to be placedin the dumpsters.

They told the city commission they would take
“anything you could put in the dumpster,” but at
this time there is no agreement they will be han-
dling the city trash. This means the existing sys-
tem has not changed, and the need to reduce the
wasteby recyclingisimportant tokeepingthecosts
down.

Thereisevidencethat theU.S. WasteIndustries
people were not talking about eliminating the re-
cycling program that it in place. They said there
would not beaneedfor themto operatearecycling
program becausetherewasoneinplace. Thiscom-
pany may take more types of trash — if they are
awardedthecontract by thecity — butthey area so
interested in recycling. They operate recycling
centersin Colorado Springs, Denver, Canon City,
Pueblo and Trinidad, Colo.

The Sherman County commissionershaveindi-
cated they are not interested in selling the landfill
at thistime. This does not mean they enjoy being
inthelandfill business, but at thistimethey believe

the proposal from U.S. Waste Industriesis not ac-
ceptable. Theproposal wasfor lessmoney thanthe
taxpayers of Sherman County have expended tc
open the new landfill site, and wanted the county
to cut the solid waste fee entirely which could be e
problemif thecontamination at theold city/county
dump becomes more expensive.

Thecounty hasoperated thelandfill for about nine
months, and they are beginning to get the bugs out
of the system both with thetransfer station and the
landfill.

Sincethelandfill hasbeen completed andisper-
mitted by the state the value of the property has
grown. Inasimilar situation, whereaprivatetrash
company wastalking toacity about handling their
trashcollectionand landfill, thecompany represen-
tativetoldthecity officialsit would bebetter if the
city would buy the land, open the landfill and get
therequired state permits.

“Itisalot easier and cheaper for the local gov-
ernment to open anew landfill and get through the
state permit processthan for ustodoit,” hesaid.

Possibly the day will come when Sherman
County commissionersdecidethey want to get out
of the trash business, and when that happens we
expect them to seek proposal sfrom morethan one
company or simply fall in bed with the first city
slicker to come along.

How much will Kansans feel bite of tax package?

BETO JUNCTION — Kirk Williams had
braced himself for ahectic Monday. Hisbusiness
faced atriple whammy of bad news.

Hiscompany operatestheBeto Junction Travel
Plaza at the junction of Interstate 35 and U.S. 75
inCoffey County, aplacewheretruckersandtrav-
elersstopfor meal's, snacks, supplies, gasolineand
diesel fuel.

Increasesinthestate' staxeson sales, cigarettes
and gasoline weretaking effect Monday.

Williamsalready faced a30 percentincreasein
health insurance costsfor his 100 employees.

“It'sjust that all thelittlethingsbegintoadd up,”
hesaid.

Thestate's2003fiscal year started Monday, and
asistypical for each July 1, aflurry of new laws
took effect. Somewerethe changeswrought by a
$252 million package of tax increasesthat legis-
latorsapprovedin May, othersby aplanfor financ-
ing highway projects.

The questions for those legislators and other
state officialsarehow much Kansanswill feel the
bitefromthetax increasesand how they’ll respond
intheAug. 6 primary and Nov. 5general elections.

But they’ remorethan political questions. With
the state’s budget problems likely to linger into
next year, the next governor and L egislature will
be getting a sense of what the acceptable options
arefor their constituents.

“1 think there’'s a general understanding that
therewassomekind of budget probleminTopeka,”
said House Taxation Committee Chairman John
Edmonds, R-Great Bend. “ They’ || hear about that
fromall perspectives.”

On Monday, the sales tax increased to 5.3 per-
centfrom4.9 percent, andthecigarettetax jumped
by 46 centsapack, to 70 centsfrom 24 cents.

Motor fuelstaxesincreased 2 centsagallon, to
23 centsfor gasolineand 25 centsfor diesel.

The sales and cigarette tax increases were part
of apackagedesignedto shoreup general govern-
ment programs.

That package a so included a doubling of fees
corporations pay for the right to do businessin
K ansas, toamaximum of $5,000; reimposition of
atax ontheproperty inherited by nephews, nieces
and non-relatives; and elimination of a sales tax
exemption for custom computer software pur-
chases.

Thegasolinetax increasewasdesignedtoraise
money for highway projects. That plan also in-
creased vehicle registration fees by $5 for most
cars, light trucksand sport utility vehicles.

ConservativeRepublicanswhovoted against tax
increaseswarned that many K ansans, already feel -
ing the pinch of a slow economy, would not be
happy.

“1’ve had neighbors who are just watching ev-
ery penny,” said conservative Sen. Robert Tyson,
R-Parker.“I’ vehad peoplecall meand say,’ What
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isgovernment thinking?”’

At Beto Junction, Williamsworried about how
thetax increaseswill affect hisbottomline. Heis
concerned that truckers, who can go 500 miles
betweenfueling stops, will haveincentivetoavoid
stopping in Kansas.

“If you skip Kansas, you don’t buy that candy
bar or that meal here,” hesaid. “ All of thesethings
beginto eat at your profits.”

Other Kansans were feeling overtaxed, even
beforetheincreasestook effect.

InYatesCenter, 40 milessouth of Beto Junction,
grocery storeclerk LindaLauber said: “We'rea-
ready taxed to death.”

And smoker Helen Hyman, of Piqua, was an-
noyed by the cigarettetax increase.

“They tax your wages, and then they tax every-
thing you buy,” she said.

Butif Kansansareangry about thetax increases
— and many undoubtedly are — there's still a
question of whether that anger will befeltin poli-
tics.

Twenty-eight of the108incumbent Housemem-
bersseeking re-el ectionfaceopponentsinthepri-
mary. But 48 face no opposition whatsoever.

Inthe Republican governor’srace, both Senate
President Dave Kerr, of Hutchinson, and Wichita
Mayor Bob Knight have said they will protect
schoolsand other essential services. A victory by
either onewould go against theconventional wis-
dom that any candidate supporting atax increase
isdoomed.

Edmonds, who moved from his long-standing
opposition to tax increasesto hel ping push thefi-
nal packagethrough, hasamoreconservativepri-
mary opponent butsaid, “My opponent aside, I'm
hearing very little.”

Edmonds said the tax increases are “ not any-
where near the whole story,” because Kansans

Letter Policy

The Goodland Daily News encourages and
welcomes letters from readers. Letters should
be typewritten, and must include a telephone
number and a signature. Unsigned |etters will
not be published. Form letterswill be rejected,
as will letters deemed to be of no public inter-
est or considered offensive. Wereserve theright
to edit letters for length and good taste. We en-
courage letters, with phone numbers, by e-mail
to: <daily@nwkansas.com>.

have to consider why the money was raised — tc
prevent damage to schools and the services they
expect.

Therein liesthe persistent difficulty in govern-
ing, balancing people’'s desire for strong public
schools and services against their resentment of
taxes. Kansans are supposed to use the ballot box
to tell legislators whether they struck the correct
balance.

AndLt. Gov. Gary Sherrer said thetax increases
are small compared to other forces at work in the
economy.

“Lookingat theK ansaseconomy, thisstuff woul
pale in comparison to the drought in southwest
Kansas,” Sherrer said.

Headded: “Wearestill recruitingbusinessesvery
successfully. When abusinesscomesin, they’ reas
interested in your school system as in your tax
retes.”

But in Beto Junction, Williams worried that
higher taxes will hurt the Travel Plaza's business
and force himto consider cutting hisstaff. Heal s
questionedwhether | egislatorslooked hard enough
for waysto save money.

“We drather becreatingjobs,” hesaid. “It'sfrus-
trating when al these things hit at once.”

EDITOR SNOTE: Correspondent John Hanna
has covered Kansas government and politics for
TheAssociated Presssince 1987.
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