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Girl places
at bi-state
track meet

A Goodlandgirl, competingwiththe
best athletes in two states, did well
enough at aK ansas-Missouri amatuer
track meet to qualify for the regiona
tournament.

Michelle Smith, 10, will competein
the discuss and shot put Saturday and
Sunday in Columbia, Mo. At theMis-
souri Valley Championship starting
June 21 in Manhattan, she placed sec-
ond in the shot put with athrow of 26
feet 11 inches, and third in the discus,
58-5.

The top four finishersin each age
division in the bi-state meet qualified
for regionals.

Smithand LishaTedford, 12, earned
spotsat the meet by placing secondin
their events at a state meet in Hays.
Tedford was not ableto makeit to the
tournament because her family had
aready made different plans.

If Smithdoeswell enoughat region-
als, she can advance to the national
competition, this year in Knoxville,
Tenn., forthesecondtimeintwoyears,
said her mother, Sondra Smith.
Michelle has competed in Amateur
Athletic Unionfor four years, Sondra
said, and is looking forward to when
she can compete at the high school
level.

“Shesaidthisisherticket,” Sondra
said. “ Sheisreally good at it.”

Michelle, her brother Nick, Tedford,
and other Goodland kids competed in
several track meetsthroughthespring
and summer, including in Oakley in
April and Haysin May.

baseball scores

By the Associated Press
NATIONAL LEAGUE
East Division

W L Pct GB
Atlanta 52 30 634 —
Montreal 42 39 519 912
Florida 42 40 512 10
New York 40 41 494 1112
Philadelphia 37 43 463 14

Central Division

W L Pct GB
St. Louis 43 36 544 —
Cincinnati 44 37 543 —
Houston 36 44 450 712
Pittsburgh 36 45 444 8
Chicago 33 47 413 1012
Milwaukee 30 52 366 1412

West Division

W L Pct GB
Los Angeles 51 31 622 —
Arizona 48 33 593 21/2
San Francisco 46 35 568 412
Colorado 39 44 470 12112
San Diego 34 49 410 17112

Monday’s Games
Florida 11, Chicago Cubs 1
Milwaukee 2, Pittsburgh 0
Philadelphia 6, N.Y. Mets 3
Cincinnati 7, Houston 5
Atlanta 7, Montreal 5
St. Louis 7, San Diego 3
San Francisco 8, Colorado 6
Los Angeles 4, Arizona 0

Today's Games

N.Y. Mets (Astacio 7-3) at Philadelphia (Adams
4-5), 5:05 p.m.

Milwaukee (Quevedo 3-6) at Pittsburgh
(J.Anderson 6-8), 5:05 p.m.

Houston (Miller 3-3) at Cincinnati (Hamilton 3-5),
5:10 p.m.

Montreal (Colon 0-0) at Atlanta (Moss 4-2), 5:35
p.m.

Chicago Cubs (Lieber 6-4) at Florida (Penny 3-

3), 6:05 p.m.

San Diego (Jarvis 2-3) at St. Louis (B.Smith 0-5),
6:10 p.m.

San Francisco (Jensen 7-6) at Colorado
(Neagle 4-5), 7:05 p.m.

Los Angeles (Daal 6-3) at Arizona (Helling 7-5),
8:05 p.m.

AMERICAN LEAGUE

East Division
W L Pct GB
New York 50 31 617 —
Boston 47 31 603 112
Baltimore 38 41 481 1
Toronto 33 46 418 16
Tampa Bay 28 51  .354 21
Central Division
W L Pct GB
Minnesota 47 36  .566 —
Chicago 40 42 488 61/2
Cleveland 37 43 463 81/2
Kansas City 31 48 392 14
Detroit 27 52 342 18
West Division
W L Pct GB
Seattle 52 30 .634 —
Anaheim 47 33 588 4
Oakland 46 36 561 6
Texas 35 45 438 16

Monday’s Games
Boston 4, Toronto 0
Seattle 7, Kansas City 0
Minnesota 5, Oakland 4

Today's Games
Toronto (Carpenter 1-1) at Boston (Wakefield 2-
3), 11:05a.m., 1stgame
Toronto (Smith 0-2) at Boston (Kim 1-0), 5:05 p.m.,
2nd game
Cleveland (Drese 7-6) atN.Y. Yankees (Clemens
8-3), 5:05 p.m.
Tampa Bay (Sturtze 1-8) at Texas (Rogers 8-4),
6:05 p.m.
Detroit (Bernero 2-3) at Chicago White Sox
(Ritchie 4-10), 6:05 p.m.
Baltimore (Lopez 6-3) atAnaheim (Ortiz 8-5), 8:05
p.m.
Minnesota (Reed 6-4) at Oakland (Zito 10-3), 8:05
p.m.
Kansas City (Byrd 10-5) at Seattle (R.Soriano
0-3),8:05p.m.
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Getting ready for the big leagues

Goodland Activities Center.

Amy Floyd, 8, took a swing at the ball in a T-ball game last week. She is in a competitive league at the
Photo by Doug Stephens/The Goodland Daily News

Sweeney named an All-Star

By Doug Tucker

The Associated Press
KANSASCITY, Mo. — Wasthere
ever any doubt?

In the minds of afew Kansas City
fans who have grown accustomed to
beingignored onanational basis, there
was.

But even though he wasn’'t evenin
thetopfivevotegettersamongAL first
baseman, Mike Sweeney wasacertain
All-Star.

Whentheteamwasannounced Sun-
day evening, theleague’sleading hit-
ter wasthere, of course.

“It's atremendous honor. I'm ec-
static,” said Sweeney, who ironically
went O-for-3 Sunday and wasthe only
Royalsregular without ahitina13-1
rout of San Diego.

“I’mgoingtohaveall my family out
there.”

It'sthethird straighttime Sweeney’s
gonetotheAll-Star Game. In each of
thefirsttwo, hehad only oneat-bat, and
grounded out and flied out.

“1"m hoping for better than ajam

shot groundball and afly out. I’ mhop-
ing to do some damage,” he said.

Sweeney so far ishaving amonster
season. His league-leading average
dropped from .365 to .361. It wasthe
firsttimein 13 gameshehad not got a
hitandthefirsttimeinsix gameshedid
not homer.

Hefigures he's abetter player than
hewasthe previoustwo trips.

“Inthisgame, if youdon’'t get better
with age and experience, then the
game’s going to catch up to you. It's
something | takeal ot of pridein, work-
ing hard every day and trying to im-
prove every aspect of my game.”

Although hewashitlesson Sunday,
Sweeney still hit .400for themonth of
June.

Despite intense lobbying by owner
David Glass, AL manager Joe Torredid
not take Royals starter Paul Byrd de-
spite his 10-5 record.

“1"d be lying to say I’ m not disap-
pointed,” said Byrd, whose chances
may have been hurt by thefact hewill
pitch on Sunday before the All-Star

Game on Tuesday.

“But there are bigger problems. |
wish we had adeal done. | think it's
silly we' reeventalking about astrike.
So I'll just take three days off and en-
joy being with my family.”

Sweeney happenedtoruninto Janie
Quisenberry on Sunday, thewidow of
another former RoyalsAll-Star, relief
aceDanQuisenberry, whodiedin1998
asaresult of abraintumor. Sweeney’s
No. 29 is the same that Quisenberry
wore.

“1 saw Janieandtheir two daughters
today. It gives me goosebumps that |
can represent No. 29 and wear that
number so proudly just like Dan did,”
Sweeney said.

“ After Dan passed, | talked to Janie
and| said, * Janie, my request would be
for the Royals to take No. 29 off my
back and have the Royalsretireitin
honor of your husband.’

“Shesaid, ‘Mikeif there’sone per-
son | would want to represent theway
my husband lived hislife, it would be
you.”’

Mariner’s pitcher dismisses Royals

SEATTLE (AP) — The Seattle
Mariners think Jamie Moyer belongs
intheAll-Star game.

After Moyer beat the Kansas City
Royals 7-0 Monday night, manager
Lou Piniella said he might lobby AL
manager Joe Torreto get the 39-year-
old left-hander to Milwaukee next
week as Pedro Martinez's replace-
ment.

“He' spitchingaswell asanybody in
baseball,” Piniella said after Moyer
tossed hissecond shutoutinhislastfive
starts. “Hecertainly isdeservingwhen
you look at the numbers.”

Martinez, the Boston Red Sox ace,
wantsto rest for the second half of the

season. Moyer, ignored by thefans|ast
season when hewon 20 gamesfor the
first timein his career, didn’'t want to
discussthe possibility of going to his
first All-Star game.

“Next question,” he said.

Moyer (8-3) dismissed the Royals
almost as easily, giving up five hits,
walking none and striking out threeto
runhisstring of scorelessinningsto23.
Helowered hisERA t0 3.02.

“1’vehadthegoodfortuneof having
gooddefensebehindme,” hesaid.“It's
my game. | try toforce contact and get
guysto swing the bats.”

Mariners catcher Dan Wilson said
therewasn’t any secret to Moyer’sre-

One-armed pitcher dies

NANTICOKE, Pa. (AP) — Pete
Gray, who became a big-league ball-
player despitelosinghisrightarmina
childhood accident, died Sunday. He
was87.

Gray, born Peter Wyshner, perhaps
wasbest knownfor hisseasonwiththe
former St. Louis Browns in 1945,
when he appeared in 77 games.

“If they insulted me, | didn’t pay at-
tention,” Gray told TheCitizens Voice
of Wilkes-Barre, Pa., in 1995. “I
mostly kepttomyself. That’ swhy | got
the reputation of being tough to get
along with. But I’ ve mellowed.”

Gray wasright-handed until helost
his right arm when he slipped while
riding on the running board of atruck
and the arm got caught in one of the
wheels. Helearned to usehisleft hand
and continued to play baseball.

A cobbler made a custom glovefor
him, now in the Hall of Fame, with
most of the padding removed so he
could holdit loosely on hisfingertips.
That allowed himto discard theglove
quickly tofieldasoftly hitball withhis
bare hand or dlide his hand fully into
thefingersto catch afly ball or fielda
linedrive.

cent success.

“The thing that’s made him more
effectiveisthat he'skeeping it down,
not so much whereit is on the plate,”
Wilson said. “When he keepsit down
he's going to get either a popup or a
groundball.”

Kansas City manager Tony Pena
said Moyer is amuch better pitcher
now than when he used to face him.

“His change is getting better and
better,” Penasaid. “Wetriedtowaitand
wait, but it seemed like the ball didn’t
want to get there. Whenever he threw
thefastball, it looked likeit wasgoing
95 (mph) becausehischangeupwasso
good.”
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Rockies lose lead

[ [ ]
By John Marshall
The Associated Press

DENVER—TheColoradoRockies
know better than any team how easy it
istolosealateleadat CoorsField. That
doesn’'tmakeit any easier whenit hap-
pensto them.

Colorado was ahead by arun enter-
ingtheninth. Then Jeff Kent hitathree-
run homer off Rockies closer Jose
Jimenez in an 8-6 victory for the San
Francisco Giantson Monday night.

It was the first time in 35 games
Coloradolost whenleading after eight
inningsand thethird blown savein 24
chancesfor Jimenez.

“I"ll put my money on him anytime
intheninth,” Colorado’sTodd Helton
said. " Thisisjust atough placetopitch
and an even tougher placeto close out
aball game. It'sdefinitely adisappoint-
ingloss.”

Kent had three hits to continue his
hot streak since moving from cleanup
tothirdinthelineup fivedaysago. He
is 13-for-24 with 15 RBIs and three
homers since the change. The Giants
have won three of five with Kent bat-
ting third.

“Maybeyou canswingyourself into
excellence,” Giants manager Dusty
Baker said. “Maybeit's histime. His
concentration is great. His focusis
good. Heispicking hispitchmoreand
not missing it.”

Colorado, which scored tworunsin
the ninth to beat Seattle 4-3 Sunday
night, haslost six of seven since win-
ningfivestraight. TheRockiesalsolost
forthefirsttimeinfour gamesat home

[ ] [ ]
against San Francisco this season.

“Wehadit set uptheway wewanted,
but it didn’t go the way we wanted,”
Colorado manager Clint Hurdle said.
“You never know when you' re going
towin hereuntil you’' vewon anyway,
but | had afeeling we'd need alittle
morethump. Wedidn't get it.”

Colorado’s Larry Walker had &
three-run homer inthefifthinning, his
18th of the season and seventh in 12
games.

David Bell had asolo homer justin-
sidetheleft foul polein thefifth, anc
DamonMinor had oneinthesixththat
hit the right foul pole. Bell also had &
run-scoring double and scored three
runsasthe Giantswonfor just the sec-
ondtimeinseven gamesagainst Colo-
rado this season.

“The Rockies have played well
against usall year,” Bell said. “We' ve
had atough time hereand it wasabig
gametowin.”

ReggieSandershad atwo-runtriple
in the first inning after stranding six
runnersintheGiants' 7-0lossto Oak-
land on Sunday night.

Felix Rodriguez (3-4) didn't allow
ahit in oneinning to pick up the vic-
tory. Robb Nenworked aperfect ninth
to earn his22nd save.

Colorado starter Shawn Chacon al-
lowed five runs on seven hitsin 5 1-3
innings. He hasn’t won in five starts
since coming off thedisabled list June
5.

San Francisco starter Kirk Rueter
allowed six runs— four earned — on
eight hitsin six innings.

Former Bronco found guilty,
sentenced to halfway house

GOLDEN, Colo. (AP) — Former
Denver Broncos safety Mike Harden

was sentenced Monday to 6 yearsina

halfway house for defrauding and
stealing from women he knew.

Harden, who played for Denver
from 1980-88, appeared Monday in
Jefferson County District Court for
sentencing on two theft charges, Kate
Braniff, a spokeswoman with the
Jefferson County District Attorney’s
Office, said in astatement.

He pleaded guilty in May to two
chargesof felony theftinexchangefor
prosecutors dropping 17 other theft-
related counts.

Hewasalso ordered to haveno con-
tact with thevictimsor their families.
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Harden stole about $64,500 in
money, forged checks and several
credit card accounts opened in his
nameor thenamesof approximately 15
people. Thecrimestook placebetween
January 2000 and May 2001.

Harden wasastarter during most of
hisnine seasonswith the Broncos, but
was released before the start of the
1989 season. Denver’s fifth-rounc
draft choice in 1980 after playing at
Michigan, he intercepted 33 passes
while playing in 128 games for the
Broncos.

Harden played both cornerback and
free safety for the Broncos, and later
played as strong safety with the Raid-
ers.
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