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commentary

from other pens...

State should change
redistricting method

ThelolaRegister on redistricting:

Kansasshould changetheway it redrawsitslegis ativeand congres-
sional districtsbeforethe 2010 censusrollsaround.

After nearly fivemonthsof rancorouseffort, the Legislature’ sscore
on congressional redistricting turned out to be zero, nada, nil.

Now athree-judge panel will take over and dothejobinafew days.

But that may not besoon enoughfor Sec. of StateRon Thornburghto
do al that needsto be doneto hold thisyear’s primary on Aug. 6, the
traditional date.

Theredistrictingfiascohasal ready pushedthefiling deadlineupfrom
June10toJuly 9. Thornburgh’ sofficesaysthat’sso closetoAug. 6that
itwould bedifficult to get sampleballotsprinted, send ball otsto mem-
bers of the armed services and provide for advance voting.

It doesn’t haveto bethis chaotic or thisuncertain.

Kansasshouldfollow theexampleother stateshave set and establish
an independent board of citizens to draw new districts after the next
census— and for all the censusesto come.

Apparently thereisnoother way to preventlegid ativemajoritiesfrom
taking advantage of the constitutional redistricting mandateto reward
themselves and punish their political opponents.

TheGarden City Telegram on druglaw:

For severa years, Garden City has attempted to keep potential in-
toxicants out of the hands of children. Now Kansas has alaw makes
huffing acrime.

Huffingisthepracticeof inhalingtoxins, generally everyday house-
hold productslike spray paint and glue, to get high...

Law enforcement had adifficult time prosecuting someonefor driv-
ing under theinfluence, for example, because therewasno legal defi-
nition of huffing to pursueaDUI conviction.

Now they can.

The law makes sense because the mind-altering effects of inhaling
such toxinscanimpair judgment and reaction asmuch, or worse, than
alcohal...

That huffing has been tabbed as another vehicle that leads to more
illicit drug useisreason enough to makethe practiceillegal.

Theguesshereisnoonewill takeissuewiththenew law andthehope
isthat publicity aboutitwill draw attentionamongyouthworkers, school
officialsand especially parentsto beonthelookout for behavioral pat-
ternsthat would suggest someone has been huffing.

Thenew law isnot apreventative measure, it’'san enforcement one.
Preventionisthe ultimate objective, however, and that comeswithin-
creased awareness, whichisafusethat can belit by the new law.
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peka, KS 66612. (785) 296-7399
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Be cautious buylng a car in an on-line auction

Dear Attorney General Stovall:

| recently saw a car advertised on an on-line
auction sitethat | believewould make agreat car
for my daughter who isin high school. The cur-
rent bidisseveral thousand dollarslessthanasimi-
lar model car | haveseenlocally, and | amtempted
tomakeabidforit. However, aneighbor of mine
once purchased avehiclethrough an on-line auc-
tion, andwhenthecar wasdeliveredit did not meet
his expectations. Attorney General Stovall, what
advicecanyou give?

Dear Kansas Consumer:

On-line auctions can be away to find bargains
and unusual itemsfrom acrossthe country. How-
ever, somebuyersnever receivetheitemsthey paid
for or they may receiveitemsthat arenot what was
represented. Imagineif you gotoacar deaer and
the salesperson only shows you a couple of pic-
turesof theavail ablecarswithalist of optionsand
specificationsfor each. The salesperson asksyou
tobid against other buyersfor the car you choose,
without letting you inspect the car or have it in-
spected by amechanic. Then, if you arethe win-
ning bidder, the salesperson is nowhere around
when the car is delivered. Thisis what happens
during an Internet car sale.

Toreducesomeof therisksassociated with buy-

Kansas
Tothe Editor:

AcrossKansas, combinesand harvest crewsare
wrapping up another wheat harvest. Thisyear, the
harvest story isnot about thewheat being cut, but
about thewheat that should have been cut—wheat
destroyed by drought and wheat plowed into the
dry ground. Wheretherehasbeenwheat to harvest,
low yieldsareevidenceof theravagesof drought.
While farmers see harvests come and go every
year, thisonewill certainly not soon beforgotten.
Unfortunately, this year it’'s the dry weather and
failed crop that will be remembered.

Last year drought took aheavy toll on Kansas.
Thisyear will be far worse. In Kansas, almost a
million acresof wheat havebeenabandoned—an
arealarger thanthestateof Rhodelsland. Insouth-
west Kansas, the driest area of the state, as much
as 90 percent of the wheat planted was lost to
drought. This translates into a loss of over $277
millioninfarmincomethisyear. After last year's
dismal crop, few thought things could get worse.

@ consumer corner

ing through an on-line auction, you should take
some precautions. First, remember that buying
something from another individual, about whom
you know nothing but an e-mail address, is far
riskier than purchasing from alocal company or
individual. Youshould contact thewebsiteand ask
if any complaintshavebeenfiled againsttheseller.
Second, sinceyou cannot physically test drivethe
car, you should contact areputablemechanicwhere
the car is being sold to check the car before you
closethedeal.

Thissame precaution should beappliedto other
highdollar itemsthat youwould normally test and/
orinspect yourself. Third, becauseof thedifference
in locations, you should be aware that local laws
may not protect youinthetransaction. Thisispar-
ticularly truewhen the seller islocated in another
state or another country.

Beforeyou decideto makethistransaction, find

out what method of payment isto be used. If pos-
sible, protect your money by using an escrow ser-
vice. For afee, thistype of service will take your
payment and holdituntil you confirmthat you have
receivedtheitemyou purchasedintheconditionin
whichitwasrepresented. Theservicethenrel eases
your payment to the seller.

Most importantly, get everything in writing. Be
sureto print out and savetheauctionlisting for the
item, your winning bid confirmation, thefeedback
report onthe seller, and al correspondence and e-
mails between you and the seller. If thereisadis-
pute, thisinformation can be useful and may bere-
quired to file a complaint with the auction site or
with law enforcement agencies.

Attorney General CarlaJ. Sovall offersthispub-
lic serviceto help you avoid becoming a victim of
consumer fraud. Although someof thedetailshave
been changed, the cases appearing in this column
arebased on actual complaints. For further infor-
mationor tofileacomplaint, pleasewriteAttorney
General Carla J. Stovall, Consumer Protection
Division, 120 SW10th, 2nd Floor, Topeka, Kansas
66612, or call the toll-free Consumer Hotline, 1-
800-432-2310. Leaveyour name, number and sub-
ject of your inquiry with the receptionist and your
call will bereturned promptly.

has a bountiless harvest

from our
readers

® to the editor

But Kansas farmers now have $277 million less
thanlast year to pay their billsandto carefor their
families.

Behind the millions of dollarslost fromthe ag-
ricultural economy arereal people. | am contacted
daily by farmers and ranchers hurting from last
year’sdrought, whosedifficultieshavebeen com-
pounded by thisyear’slosses. In Hugoton, farm-
ers have seen less than an inch of rainin the last
year, and cracksin theearth run several feet deep.
Here, thereisnot even enough moistureto replant
failedcrops. InRolla, wherethefederal grassland
isbeing closed due to drought, ranchers are sell-

ingthecattleherdsthey havespent alifetimebuil d-
ing. All acrosswestern Kansas, ranchersareliqui-
dating herds, as the little grass that was there has
been grazed to the ground.

Forthelasttwoyears, farmersindrought-affected
areas have worked tirelessly, only to come away
with less than what they started with. Crop insur-
ance alone cannot relieve the cash flow crisis of
these farm families. The need for assistance is
greater, and more urgent, than it was a year ago.
Farmersand ranchersneed hel p to compensatefor
thisnatural disaster.

These are tough times in farm country, and we
cannot closeour eyestotheseverity of thisdrought
or themagnitudeof itsconsequences. A dark cloud
is hovering over the future of many producersin
western K ansas; unfortunately, that cloud holdsnc
rain. Without disaster assistance, this year, some
producersmay simply dry up and blow away.

By Congressman Jerry Moran

Hays

Bush’s ultimatum boosts Arafat

Washington — George W. Bush has sent Pales-
tiniansthesameultimatum John F. K ennedy sentthe
Cubans: dump your leader!

Ditch Yasser Arafat, Bush demanded; then, and
only then, we can do business. It's the same com-
mand JFK issued to the Cuban peopletheweek be-
foreapro-Castro zeal ot nated him.

Fidel —if you failed to notice — is still calling
the shotsin Havanafour decades ater.

Sowhat good canweexpect fromthislatest U.S.
ultimatum to an angry Third World people? Will
Arafat stepasideintheinterest of better American-
Pal estinianrel ations?Will thePal estiniansvotefor
someoneother thanArafat to show their respect for
thewishes of acountry they see ashopelessly pro-
Israeli?

Or, morelikely, will the Bush ultimatum givethe
fragile cat holed up in Ramallah an added political
life?Will itarmArafat with anincendiary applause
lineto use on theWest Bank and Gaza Strip stumps
duringthisemerging political season?* Doyouwant
GeorgeBushtopick our leaders,” hecanlob out the
grenade, “ or thegreat, suffering Pal estinian peopl€?’

You must understand that Arafat really wants
theseelections. Likeevery politicianpast hisprime,
hewantsalast hurrahtoembosshisnameintheArab
history books, todefy hisenemiesinlsragl, totrump
hiscritics. Bush’sdemandfor hisremoval now gives
him the nationdlistic battle cry he can bring to the
streets of Jericho, Nablusand even Jenin:

“Vote for the man Sharon and Bush fear most!
Yasser! He'sour baby!”

Monday’sultimatum playsdirectly intoArafat’s
strongest role: victim. When Sharon circled his
campwithlsraeli DefenseForcetanks, hisnumbers
went through the roof. Expect something like that

chris
matthews

® commentary

tofollow Bush’'sdecree.

Weknow that thePL O leader iseager for el ections
to show he's till top man. It was the only topic he
wantedtotal k about when | metwith himlast month.
“They are asking for new elections. They have the
right after thislongaperiod. They havearight tosay
their opinion, what iswrong, what isright. We are
proud of our democracy.”

Arafat madeabigdeal out of theroleformer Presi-
dent Carter and theinternational community played
in monitoring the 1996 elections. What happens if
he invites those same figures, including Carter, to
validatethesenew el ections?Would Bushdaretode-
nounceavictory by Arafat or hispeople?Wouldany
American president be comfortable saying that de-
mocracy isn't theright way to choose aleader?

“| call onthePalestinian peopleto elect new lead-
ers, leaders not compromised by terror,” Bush de-
manded on Tuesday.

Thereis nothing wrong with an American presi-
dent makingthat kind of demand at home. Bushmay
call for theel ection of Republicangovernorsor sena
torsthisNovember. If voterschoose Democrats, in-
stead, it’snobigdeal. That’show democracy works.

But if Palestinian votersignore an American
president’scall, it carriesafar direr consequence. At
the very minimum, the world will know that the
people of Palestine do not believe that George W.

Bush hastheir best interestsat heart. A billion Arabs
and other Islamic peopleswill be confirmedintheir
opinion that this Mideast conflict is between Israel
and its American backer on one side, them on the
other.

You can spot thewinnersfromthi sus-against-themr
deal.

Oneisthe Republican Party. Bush could use big-
ger support in the Jewish community. Certainly his
brother Jeb coulduseitin Floridathisfall. | can hea
the two Bushes leading the elderly condominiunr
crowdinadeliriouschant, “It'stimeforArafattogo!”

Thesimplicity of theanti-Arafat positionwill alsc
sell among conservative Christianswho carefor bib-
lical Israel and evidence neither interest nor sympa:
thy intheplight of real, live Palestinians.

For thepeoplecharting Bush'spoliticsin 2002 anc
2004, the map to study is the Electoral College. To
win re-election in a hazardous economy, the presi-
dent needsto hold hisbasein the Bible Belt and get
themostvotesinFlorida. Most urgent of all, heneeds
toget hisbrother re-elected thisNovember inastate
wheretheblack votewill behistoricinboth sizeanc
anger. Hewill need aswingtothe Republicansamong
high turn-out Jewish votersto overcomeit.

Dumping Yasser Arafat may, judged by short-term
politicshereat home, beapolitical masterstroke. But
it may carry abig-timepriceinthelongruninare
gion of theworld that already hastoo many matches
being thrown at the gasoline.

ChrisMatthews, author of “ Now, Let Me Tell You
What | Really Think” (Free Press, 2001) anc
“Hardball” (Touchstone Books, 1999), isa nation-
ally syndicated columnist for the San Francisco
Chronicleandthehost of “ Hardball” on CNBC and
MSNBC cablechannels.



