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Director

Say’s

office not busy

HARVEST, from Page 1

Avilaworked at the Department of
Human Resources' job service office
in Goodland, and said when sheheard
about the harvest position, sheimme-
diately thought of Helwig.

“1 knew she would be good,” Avila
said.“ Sheknew alot of farmersaround
here.”

Before moving to Florida, Helwig
livedin Sherman County for 30 years,
running anirrigationcompany with her
late husband.

Helwiglikedreturningto Goodland
to run the harvest office, Avila said,
becauseit gaveher achancetovisitold
friends. Last year, Helwig stayed at
Avila shome.

InJanuary,Avilasaid, Helwigcalled
her to ask if she could stay with her
again.

“Shesaid ‘Dol still havearoom?”
sherecalled.

Helwig died shortly after that at the
ageof 70. Avilasaid it wasashock.

“It'sreally abigloss,” shesaid, add-
ing that when Helwig was here last
harvest, sheseemedtobeinfinehealth.

“Shewassoactive,” Avilasaid.“ She
was always doing something.”

Shesaid Frontier Equity employees
tell her that Helwig usually had her

handsfull trying to match custom cut-
ters with farmers as quickly as pos-
sible.

“Shewouldwork from7am.to7or
8at night,” Avilasaid, adding that this
year she's only kept the office open
until 5p.m. becausethere’ snowork to
do.

Joyce Heiman, director of the har-
vest programin Topeka, said it’sbeen
the same story at all of the temporary
offices.

She said a few of the offices only
stayed open 6daysthisharvest,andall
will beclosed by theend of thisweek.
Avila said the office here will close
Wednesday and harvest will wind
down thisweek.

“This was a very fast harvest,”
Heimansaid. " Inyour areasometimes
the offices stay open until mid-July.
That’s not happening thisyear.”

Heiman, who has been involved
withtheprogramfor 15years, said she
remembers one harvest that went as
fast as this one. But, she noted, the
wheat cropwasinbetter shapethat year
and farmers needed custom cutters.

“With the condition of the wheat
cropthisyear,” shesaid, “ not asmany
farmersarecallingintoget their wheat
cut.”

Avila, whoretired from thejob ser-

After taking a sample of a load of wheat, Tom Stewart, Mueller Grain
elevator manager, emptied the grain into a funnel at the elevator Mon-

day afternoon.
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vice in 2000 and now works as a thisyear, she'll be back next harvest.

teacher’s aide during the school year,
said even though the office was slow

“1"m hoping to bereally busy,” she
said. “It'sno funjust sitting here.”

County commissioners extend burn ban

The Sherman County commission-
ersextended thecounty burnbantoday
to Tuesday, July 9, and will review it
during their meeting that day.

County Clerk Janet Rumpel said
commissioners Kevin Rasure and
Mitch Tiede met this morning to re-
view the existing drought conditions
and approvedtheextensionof theburn
ban.

During the meeting, City Manager
Ron Pickman called to discuss some

confusion about whether the city was
included in the burn ban.

Rumpel said Goodland was ex-
cluded becausethe city hashomerule
powers.

Pickman said later that he thought
the burn ban wasagood idea, and did
not realize it did not include the city.
Hesaid hewould suggestto Fire Chief
Dean Jensen that the city hold off any
burning whilethe county banisin ef-
fect. Therewasat | east one controlled

burninthe city thismorning.
“Itisvery dryand| think itwould be

better not to allow any city burning
permits to be issued at this time,”
Pickman said. “ And we don’t need to
be wasting water putting out fires.”

The county burn ban does not spe-
cifically excludefireworks, but Rural
Fire Chief Kenneth Griffith isasking
people to be very careful if they are
setting of fireworks.

“Itisareal tinderbox out there,” he

TheNaru ona Weather Serviceoffice
in Goodland said there is a chance of
isolated thundershowers through Fri-
day. The temperatures will remain in
the high 90s and winds will be 10-20
m.p.h.

Citizens are reminded that if afire
startsandthereisproperty damage, the
person starting thefiremay becharged
with arson and could receive abill for
the cost of putting out thefire.

City notable to subsidize fairgrounds’ electricity

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Daily News

Holding stock car races at the
Sherman County Fairgrounds has be-
come more and more expensive, with
the cost of lighting thearenaand track
climbing from $40 to over $665 each
month.

The Sherman County commission-
ers on Friday discussed the lighting
costswithEdWolak, city publicworks
director, Trent Blythe, B and B Elec-
tric, and Neil Normandin of theracing
association.

Wolak said it'smore expensivethis
year becausethecity hassubsidizedthe
electriccostsinthepast, but can’tdoit
any more.

The lights are on a demand meter,
which peaks when all the lights are
turned on, and the peak demand isthe
basisfor theel ectrical chargesfromthe
city, Wolak said. The demand meter
hasbeenin placefor anumber of years,

he said, but the city had agovernment
rate which lowered the cost. The gov-
ernment rate disappeared this year,
Wolak said, and the existing demand
ratesare now in effect for everyone.

“This demand thing seemsto be a
problem,” Blythesaid. “ There should
be a different way to do this. We are
chasing business away.”

“We have to have the power there
when you want it,” Wolak said, “and
thereisacostto everyoneto makethat
happen.”

Blytheagreedthelightsat thearena
andtrack areprobably themost ineffi-
cient lighting, and that when turning
them on thereisalarge demand peak.
He said the cost could be reduced by
replacingthelightswithmoreefficient
ones.

Wolak said part of thechangeinrates
wasduetothat inthe past therewasan
on-peak rateand of f-peak rate, but now
thereisonly oneratebased onthehigh-

est demand.

“Thisisnot a new thing,” Wolak
said. “ Wehavehad demand metersfor
along time. We haveto recapture that
cost, and the city hastolook at all the
costsasthey effect al thecitizens.”

Normandin said theracing associa-
tionisfacingareal problemasthey are
not making money at all theraces, and
this may cause them to close down
soon. Hesaidthey wouldtalk tothecity
at Monday’s meeting.

“Wehavebeenhavingtroubleinthe
last year,” Normandin said. “We lost
money ononeracenight, but managed
to make some at the last oneto get us
close to a break-even point, but we
cannot afford this type of electrical
cost.”

Mary Ann Snethen, deputy county
clerk, told the commissionersthat the
agreement with theracing association
saysthey will pay theutility costs. She
said the electric charge went from

about $40 a month last year to over
$665 in May. She said the demand
chargewas $500 and the $165 wasthe
electric charge.

Blythesaidit would cost the county
about $3,500-$4,000 to replace the
arena and track lights to reduce the
demand cost. Hesaid thecost would be
about athird of what it now iswith the
new lights. Hesaid thereare currently
52fixturesonthetrack, whichare1500
watt bulbs and that is a 141,000 watt
load.

Thecommissionersasked about the
effect this may have on the fair this
year, but most of theother lightsarenot
on a demand meter system, and are
charged amonthly baserate.

Roberta Normandin discussed the
situation with the city commission on
behalf of theracing commissionMon-
day evening, and while the commis-
sionerssaidthey understood theprob-
lem they did not take any action.

Three people appointed to Goodland hospital board

The Sherman County commission-
ers appointed three people to three-
year terms on the Goodland Regional
Medical Center Board Friday.

The commissionersagreed to reap-
point Steve Evert, and then appointed
Gennifer House and Kim Duell .

Going off theboardwill be Dr. Rob-
ert McCullough and Dennis Shank.

Inarelated matter, Phil Samuelson,
new director of Good Samaritan Cen-
ter, toldthecommissionershemet with

there is aneed for at least three new
members.

Hesaid CurtisHurd, DorisCraftand
Jasmin Bair were up in January, but
nothing hasbeen doneabout replacing
them. Headdedtherearea soacouple
of board memberswho have not been
attending the meetings.

Samuel son said the advisory board
memberswhowereat therecent meet-
ing had comeupwithalist of possible
peopletofill thevacancies.

contact the current membersto seeif
they are interested in continuing, and
totalk tothepotential board members
to see who may be interested in serv-
ing.

Samuel son said hewould comeback
with arecommended list from the ad-
visory committee in the next few
weeks.

He reported the state Fire Marshal
had been out to inspect the center, and
had found four minor problems, which

HesaidtheFireMarshal founddoors
intheolder portionof thebuildingwere
not sealing properly, and the standby
generator has not been being tested
with afull load. Other problemswere
related to paperwork, he said.

Acclident takes life
of Tech student

ACCIDENT, from Page 1

during a dust storm that cut driving
visibility to almost nothing.

Hewasafirst-year electronicstech-
nology student.

“It'sjust areal tragedy,” Clousesaid,
adding that Black would have gradu-
ated in December.

NessCounty Sheriff BryanWhipple
said Black, aBazine native, had come
home for the weekend.

Hesaid Black andthreeother young
men weredriving south from Ransom
toBazine at 10:45 p.m. Saturday ona
county road, when the driver, Brett
Corsair, 17, swerved tomissadeer and

lost control of the car.

The1999 OldsmobileCutlassrolled
intotheditch, Whipplesaid, throwing
Black, who wasn’'t wearing his
seatbelt, from the car.

Black died Sunday at the Grisell
Memorial Hospital in Ransom.

Whipple said Corsair and the other
passengers, Trent Witthuhn, 15, and
Dustin Bain, 16, were wearing their
seatbeltsand had only minor injuries.
Hesaid they areall from Bazine.

Clouse said the deaths have hit stu-
dentsand faculty hard.

“Everybody pullstogether,” hesaid.
“1t makes everybody stop and think.”

Motel owner fined
for having cougar

COUGAR, from Page 1

animalscanbeheldincertainfacilities.

Harshsaidthecougar wasinthecare
of an Oakley animal refugeandwasin
GoodlandtobetakentoDr. Gary Smith
at Prairieland Animal Clinic.

Inanaffidavitinhiscourtfile, Harsh
said Smith “knows more about exotic
animalsthan other vets.”

Also in the file was alicense ob-
tained in Thomas County for Shirley
SheridanHarsh of thePrairieCat Zoo-
logical Park in Oakley.

Harsh filed a copy of the city ordi-
nance that prohibits exotic animals.
Thelaw saysthe prohibition does not
apply tobonafidepet shops, zoos, cir-
cuses and carnivals that are properly
maintai ned.

Thecougar, or mountainlion, isnow
at the Lee Richardson Zoo in Garden
City. Thezoo’sveterinarian, Franklin
Vincezi, said the cat was very tiny
when he arrived at the zoo and had a
terrible bout of pneumonia two days
later.

“He was here just long enough for
everyone to fall in love with him,”
Vincezi said, “ andwethought wewere
goingtolosehim.”

But, he said, the cat is doing well
now.

“He is doing wonderful,” Vincezi
said. “He's a big, handsome, strong
young man.”

Vincezi saidthecatjoinedthefemale
mountainlionthezoo already had, and
the two get along really well. The fe-
malecat did not likepeople, hesaid, but
the newcomer has brought her out of
her shell.

Things turned out okay, but the
animal’sformer owner still had to an-
swer to thelaw.

Aftertryingunsuccessfully toget the
charges dropped, getting Judge Jack
Burr recused on histhird try, asserting
hisrighttoajury trial and claiming he
had aright to have the cougar, Harsh
went before Administrative Judge
William B. Elliott from Graham
County and ajury.

Representing himself, Harshfileda
motion asking that the charges be
dropped for lack of jurisdiction. He
gavejudicial noticeof lawsstatingthe
wholerecord must bereviewed in de-
terminingjurisdictionandthat thebur-
denof provingjurisdictionrestsonthe
party assertingit. The motion wasde-
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nied.

Healso filed amotion to have Burr
removed as judge asserting that the
judgeshowed personal interest or bias.
When that motion was denied, Harsh
said Burr had swornan oath asagrand-
master of the Masons, whichisin di-
rect opposition to hisoath asajudge.

Harsh said bookswritten by former
high-ranking Masons say they takean
oath as Masons promising to conceal
crimes of other Masons and to lie if
called as a witness against another
Mason.

Inhismotion, Harsh saidtheMasons
takean oath to“ prevaricate; don’t tell
thetruth” whencalledtotestify against
aMason.

Harshalso assertedthat Masonstake
an oath stating, “ Of all vows, obliga-
tions, oaths or anathemas we have
vowed, sworn or bound ourselves to,
werepent. They shall not bebinding.”

This motion was also denied. But
that did not stop Harsh from having
Burr removed as judge. He claimed
police officers violated his rightsin
seizing thecougar whenthey searchec
for evidence of ameth |ab.

Hesaid hewould call Burr asama-
terial witness since he signed the
search warrant and could also testify
about the right of the police to search
themotel and the extent of the search.

Burr could not serve asjudgeonthe
same trial he was testifying in, sc
Elliott was assigned to the case.

Prairieland Animal Clinic had filed
amotionaskingthat thecity berespon-
siblefor half of the nearly $2,000 bill
for care of the cat if Harsh prevailed.
Since Harsh was found guilty, hewill
beresponsiblefor thewholebill.

public notice

VIGNERY & MASON L.L.C.
214 E. 10th, P. 0. Box 767
Goodland, Kansas 67735
Telephone: 785-899-6588

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
SHERMAN COUNTY, KANSAS
FILED PURSUANT TO
CHAPTER 59 OF
THE KANSAS STATUTES
ANNOTATED
IN THE MATTER OF THE ES-
TATE OF
HAROLD F. WISE, Deceased.
Case No. 02P11
NOTICE OF
HEARING ON PETITION FOR
FINAL SETTLEMENT
The State of Kansas to All Per-
sons Concerned:

You are hereby notified
that a petition has beenfiled on the
day 28 of June, 2002, in said Court
by Arthur T. Nelson, executor of the
Will of Harold F. Wise, deceased,
praying for a final settlement of the
estate, approval of his acts, pro-
ceedings and accounts as execu-
tor, allowance for attorneys’ fees
and expenses, determination ofthe
heirs, devisees and legatees en-
titled to the estate and assignment
tothem in accordance with the Will
of Harold F. Wise, deceased. You
are hereby requiredtofile your writ-
ten defenses thereto on or before
the 24 day of July, 2002, at 10:30
o’'clock a.m., on said day, in said
Court, in the City of Goodland, in
Sherman County, atwhich time and
place said cause will be heard.
Should you fail therein, judgment
and decree will be entered in due
course and upon said petition.

Arthur T. Nelson, Executor
VIGNERY & MASON L.L.C.
214 E. 10th, P. 0. Box 767
Goodland, Kansas 67735
Telephone: 785-899-6588
Attorneys for Petitioners

Published by the Goodland Daily
NewsonJuly 2, July9, and July 16,
2002.



