2 The Goodland Daily News / Wednesday, July 3, 2002

commentary

from other pens...

Asia security concerns
never seem to go away

Between 1941 and 1975, the United Stateswent from war towar in
Asia—first Japan, thenK orea, thenVietnam. Onewin, onetieand one
loss.

Afghanistan aside, thehot warshave stopped but therisksof conflict
on the continent, particularly the Eastern and Northeast region, have
beenrelatively constant to thisday.

Nerves were rattled at the State Department and the Pentagon last
Saturday when vessels from the two Koreas had a shootout in South
Koreanterritorial waters.

Thereason for the angst was that such confrontations on the penin-
sulacan escalate— and lead quickly to theinvolvement of American
forces. Theconflict between Chinaand Taiwan posessimilar risks. Both
strugglesare more than 50 yearsold.

Bates Gill, anAsiaspecialist at the Center for Strategic and Interna-
tiond Studies, saysit'shardtooverestimatethedangersinthoseregions.

“Thepotential for pretty serioussecurity challengesto becomemore
challengingisalwaysout there,” he says.

Inmuch of Asig, effortsto achieveneighborly relationsarethwarted by
historical grudges, ideological clashes, religiousstrife, weapons of mass
destructionand uncertainty about whether aChinawill beaforcefor peace.

U.S. administrations often expend energies el sewhere when a seri-
ous outbreak of violence threatens. Each time Indiaand Pakistan en-
gageinthreats and counter-threats, U.S. diplomats swing into action,
asthey did this past spring.

But the possibility of direct American military involvement result-
ing from anuclear exchange between thetwo ishighly unlikely.

OntheK orean Peninsula, not much haschanged sincetheArmistice
was signed almost 50 years ago.

Saturday’ sconfrontation betweenthevessel sof thetwo K oreashel ped
derail an administration effort to resumenegotiationswith North K orea
onnonproliferationand other issuesthat wereexpected to start next week.

Expressing outrage over the Saturday incident, South K orean Presi-
dent Kim Dae-jung warned of potentially dire consequences for the
North. “We havethe capacity,” he said.

North Koreaisnoslouchitself. Itschemical and biological weapons
capabilities threaten the 37,000 U.S. forces in South Korea and the
country’scivilian population centers.

Gill ranksthe conflict between Chinaand Taiwan even more peril-
ousthan the one between thetwo K oreas.

“Two great powers could comeinto conflict,” he says, alluding to
Chinaand the United States.

President Bushsaidlast year hewaspreparedtodo“whatever ittook
to help Taiwan defend herself.”

Administration official sare debating how the China-Taiwan power
balanceisaffected by China stesting of new advanced air-to-air mis-
sileslast week. To counter this Chinese upgrade, help for Taiwan may
be on theway, officials say.

Taiwanaside, thereisnoconsensushereastohow China, onceitachieves
itsfull economic and military potential, will relate to itsneighbors.

“Chind’s future is very much to be shaped,” says Paul Wolfowitz,
second in command at the Pentagon. China, he says, could become a
forcefor peace or a“threatening power.”

U.S. security concerns, of course, are not limited to East Asia. Irag
has the means and the motivesto inflict grave damage on the United
States. Andsodoterroristsfromal-Qaidaand other groups. TheAmeri-
canmilitary effortinAfghani stanisapproaching thenine-month mark.

Unlike some conflicts, the China-Taiwan and Korean Peninsula
struggles seem never to go away.

“Thesearelongterm andintractable challenges,” saysGill. “I don’t
think they will erupt into conflict any timesoon. They will still posean
intensivesecurity dilemma. They will requirelotsof careandfeeding.”

EDITOR SNOTE —George Gedda has covered foreign affairsfor
The Associated Presssince 1968.
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If you want to understand America, it hasbeen
said, you need to understand baseball. Here's a
lesser-known corollary: If youwant tounderstand
American teenagers, you need to understand pop
music.

So | am studying the phenomenon of Eminem.

Therapper’smost recent album reached No. 1
ontheBillboard 200 chart within hoursof hitting
the stores.

Coinciding with the album’s release, Time,
Newsweek, TheNew York Times, The Chronicle
and every other mainstream media outlet have
prominently featured the 28-year-old star, whose
two previousal bumsof largely misogynistic, vio-
lent and homophobic lyrics have sold 30 million
copies.

One reviewer called him “one of the most im-
portant artistsin contemporary music.” Another
characterized him as*themost compelling music
iconof hisgeneration.” Yet another, perhapsatiny
bit swept upinthebuzz, wrote, “Ignorehimat your
peril.”

| have regarded Eminem in much theway | do
theface-distorting sour candy called Warheadsmy
son and his friends consume. | don’t understand
theattraction, giventhehorridtaste, but thereitis.

| amnotinterestedinfiguring out if Eminemis
good or bad asavocalist, or good or bad as a so-
cial commentator. | only want to know why kids
like him. Doesthe music appeal to them because
they are simmering with the same virulent anger

Wearing

I’ vebeen observing how married couplesdress
after they passthe 10-year mark, and there seems
tobeapattern. Asalways, thereareexceptions, but
generally the husbandstend to dressfar more ca-
sually thanthewivesdo. Andevenfor thehusbands
who dress well, it's usually because their wives
dress them. I’m sure you’ ve seen middle-aged
couplesin the mall where she'sdressed up in a
smart outfit withamatching purse, and he’ swear-
ing tornjeansand asweat shirt, both of which fit-
ted him several years and hundreds of Big Macs
ago. Thereasonfor thisvast discrepancy intheway
married men and women dress is because men
chooseclothesbased on how they makethemfeel,
whereaswomen chooseclothesbased onhow they
makethemlook. Menaregenerally lessconcerned
about their appearanceand married menevenless
s0. Whenever you seeadresscodeat afunction or
aclub, trust me, they’ retalkingtothemarried men.
Single men are still making a sales presentation.
Marriedmenhaveclosedthedea andarejustlook-
ingtohonor thecontract without losing all of their
dignity. So my adviceto the wives out thereisto
give up on getting your husband to change his
clothesbecausehedoesn’tlook good. Instead you
have to make the clothes he' swearing now make
him feel bad. | suggest adigital cameraor afull-
length mirror.

NOTIME FOR SAFETY

When you’' re newly married and have young
children in the home, you really appreciate all of
thesaf ety precautionsin productsand appliances:
thechildproof bottletops, theextral ayersof pack-
aging, the safety lock on the butane lighter. But

andviolenceasheis?

| posed thequestionto an expert ontherel ation-
ship between teens and music. He has heard the
guestion many timesbefore over several decades.

“Parentsget upset becausethey don’t remember
their ownrebellionsthroughmusic,” saysDonald
Roberts, the Stanford communications professor
who isco-author of the 1998 book, “ It'sNot Only
Rock andRoll: Popular MusicintheLivesof Ado-
lescents.”

“Music is central to adolescent identity. And
adolescence is about making sure adults know,
‘“We'renot likeyou.” Popmusicisasafeand com-
fortable way to be out on the edge and be differ-
ent.”

I’d like to say that teensin the’ 70s listened to
Alice Cooper and Kiss because we thought they
werebrilliant musical artists. Mostly, though, itwas
for the looks of disgust and fear on our parents
faces. We made sure they understood that Ozzy
Osbournebit thehead off areal bat that spurtedreal
blood.

For my parents, who came of agewith the Plat-
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onceyou hitmiddleageandthekidsaregone, your
priorities change. Safety has decreased in value.
Timeisthereal asset. Whenyou' vegot aheadache,
you want that bottle to open quickly, not safely.
When you want to light the barbecue or acandle,
you don’t want to have to use both hands; that
would mean putting downthe TV remote. When-
ever youmakethingssafe, youautomatically make
themmorecomplicated. Wedon't want or needthat
anymore. We' drather havethingssimpleand dan-
gerous. Insisting that life needsto be complicated
and safe is the reason half of us are asleep by 9
o' clock every night.

TIMESWHENAMIDDLE-AGED MAN

SHOULD SAY “NO”

* When the boss asks him to speak hismind.

»When astrangewoman askshimfor anything.

* When he'saone at the Boat Show.

» When the waitress starts|ooking pretty.

» When the cops asksif he knows anything.

*Whenhiswifeasks,“ Doyouhaveaproblem?”’

WASTE NOT WAIST SHOT

My wifeisfanatical about food going bad. If a
salad sitsout onthecounter for toolong or if meat
spendsafew daysintherefrigerator or if themilk
looksat her thewrongway, they’ regone. Shestarts
every day by reading the “ best before” labels on
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ters and Chubby Checker, not to mention actual
bobby socks, reacting to their children’s musical
tastes required great restraint, mostly in not beat-
ing usto death for turning into the profound devi-
ants we unmistakably were despite years of cat-
echism and Sunday roasts.

Every generation’ steenagersgravitatetothekinc
of musicthat reflectsthevery sinstheir parentshave
spent their lives lecturing against. Eminem istai-
lor-made for the children of socialy sensitive, di-
versity-embracing, politically correct parents. What
could be more appalling to this generation of par-
entsthan hearingtheir teenagersuseracial slursand
hate-filled slang in singing along with their favor-
iteCD?

Andwhat could be more satisfying to theteens?

This doesn’t mean parents ought to accept the
abhorrent lyrics with an understanding shrug any
more than our parents accepted ours.

“Amother cansay, ‘Look, I'mfemale. Your sis-
ter isfemale. He's talking about us when he says
thosehateful thingsabout women,”” Robertssays.
“Your childwill say it’sjust asong, andthey’ || con-
tinueto listen. But they’ Il never hear it exactly the
sameagain.”

If Eminem’ spopul arity shedsany light ontoday’s
teenagersitisthis: They aremorelikeusthan they
ever want to know.

Joan Ryanisa columnist for the San Francisco
Chronicle. Send comments to her e-mail at
joanryan@sfchronicle.com.

the double standard

everythinginthekitchen. Andif it'sexpired, or even
if today’sthe day, it'soutathere. Now asanormal
man, a hunter, nothing upsets me more than to see
perfectly good food thrown away — food that |
could have eaten sooner but was holding back out
of afear of gluttony anditsafter-effects. Andthere
are thousands of men out there just like me. On
Garbage Day Eve, try driving through asuburb at
threeinthemorningandnoticeall thekitchenlights
on. If you could peek inthewindowsyou’ d seemen
like me, with achair pulled up to the open fridge
door asthey pick their way through death row, get-
tingonelast mouthful of pleasurebeforetheoffend-
ersare sent to the end of the driveway by the grim
reaper who sleepsin righteous serenity just afew

stepsaway.

Quoteof theDay: “Whatever hitsthefanwill not
beevenly distributed.” — Red Green

Red Greenisthestar of “ The Red Green Show,”
atelevision seriesseeninthe U.S on PBSand in
Canadaonthe CBC Networ k, and theauthor of the
new book“ Duct TapeisNot Enough: AHumorous
Guide to Midlife.” (Hatherleigh Press, 2002).
Watch for thefeaturefilmRed Green’s” Duct Tape
Forever” at atheater near you.

berry's world




