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Saints and sinners: We need the lazy days of summer

| wastaking time out from cutting the grass
with my push-mower and began to ponder the
advice of a poet: “My friend, someday when
winter’sgone,/ Goliefull-lengthuponthelawn.

Stretched out on my back, | wascontempl at-
ing the azure sky and billowing cloudswhen a
police cruiser drove by and stopped. He won-
dered whether | wasall right.

Apparently, the sight of agrown man lying
onthegrassinthemiddleof theday wasacause
for concern. Was| the victim of aheart attack,
perhaps? | assured the solicitous man in blue
that | wasfine.

Doing nothing today arouses suspicionsin
thosearoundus. Itisequated withwastingtime.

Our childrenespecially find doing nothingto
beboring. Inacolumnin Newsweek magazine,
AnnaQuindlen, lookingback onher childhood

summer, whichincluded* day tripstothebeach,
pickup games, hanging out,” says, “How bor-
ingitwas.”

Quindlen continues by saying, “One of the
saddest thingsabout thelivesof Americanchil-
drentoday” isthat they are* deprived of thegift
of boredom.”

“There is ample psychological research,”
shewrites, “ suggesting that what wemight call
‘doingnothing’ iswhenhumanbeingsdotheir
best thinking and when creativity comes to
cal.”

It was during a*“pause in the day’s occupa-
tions” oneboring summer afternoonwhen | was
9or 10yearsoldthat | mademy firstforay into
theworldof commerce. | constructedasignthat
read, “Wagon Wash — 1 cent,” and | put it on
thefront lawn next to my own wagon.

Thefact that no customerscameto cal | at-
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tributed to a recession, then plaguing the
wagon-wash business.

But it got me through aboring afternoon.

The British philosopher, Bertrand Russell
agreedthatitisgoodtobebored sometimes.“ A
certainpower of enduring boredomisessential
to ahappy lifeand one of thethingsthat ought
to betaught to theyoung,” he said.

Itwill befound, said Russell, that “ aquietlife
ischaracteristicof great menandthat their plea-

sureshave not been of the sort that would look
exciting to the outward eye.”

The lives of most great men, he observed,
havenot beenexciting, “ except onafew memo-
rableoccasions. Socratescoul d enjoy abanquet
now and then, but most of hislife helived qui-
etly with Xanthippe, hiswife, taking a consti-
tutional intheafternoonand perhapsmeetinga
few friends by the way. Darwin, after going
‘roundtheworld, spent therest of hislifeinhis
own house.”

Russell blamed parentsfor “providing their
childrenwithfar toomany passiveamusements,
such as shows and good thingsto eat. They do
not realize theimportanceto achild of having
oneday likeanother.

Toomuchtravel,toomuchvariety of impres-
sionsarenot goodfor theyoung and causethem
to grow up incapable of enduring fruitful mo-

notony.”

How did our flight from boredom happen”
Anna Quindlen agrees with Bertrand Russell
that “adults did it.” Thereis, she says, “acul-
ture of adult distrust that suggestsakidwhoiis
not playing softball or attending science-enrich-
ment programswill get into trouble.”

So today, “instead of making things out of
popsicle sticks,” kids are enrolled in “music
camps, sportscamps, fat camps, probably thin
camps,” Quindlen asserts.

“I' mourn,” shecontinues, “ hangingoutinthe
backyard, playingWiffleball inthestreet with-
out a sponsor and matching shirts. | mourn
drawinginthedirt withastick.”

No, officer, thanksfor inquiring, but I'mall
right. | wasjust about to turn over on my stom-
ach and “watch the tides of life that pass, /
among the slim stems of the grass.”

Missionary in Peru plane tragedy rebuilds his life in North Carolina

By Gary D. Robertson
Associated Press Writer

GARNER, N.C. — When he got off
the plane that brought him to North
Carolina, Jim Bowerswondered aloud
to his mother if he could ever get the
images out of hismind.

The smoke from the guns of a Peru-
vianAir ForceA-37that shotthroughthe
small aircraft carrying his missionary
family. The screams in Spanish of the
Cessna’s pilot: “They’re killing us!
They’rekilling us!” The blood on his
infant daughter. Hiswifeslumped over
in her seat.

More than ayear has passed since a
single bullet took the lives of Bowers
wife, Roni, and hisdaughter, Charity, in
the sky over theAmazon River. A Bap-
tist, Bowers credits his faith with sus-
taininghimandhis7-year-oldson, Cory.

He says he's forgiven the U.S. and

Peruvian officials who mistook his
family’s plane for a drug smuggler’s.
The two governments have acknowl-
edged errorswere made, and President
Bush hascalled himto expressregret.

But Bowersstill longsfor anapology
from the CIA, who officials said hired
the surveillance crew that first told the
Peruviansabout theflight—thennever
explicitly stopped them from shooting.

“From the very beginning | wasn’'t
expecting anything except for someone
to admit they did something wrong and
to be punished for it,” Bowers said re-
cently from his mother’s home in this
Raleigh suburb. “Then | realized asthe
monthswent by that therewasn’t going
to be anybody punished.

It doesn’t matter how muchyoufor-
giveaperson. Whenthey do something
wrong, they should still suffer the con-
sequences.”

Bowers, 39, has made dozens of
speechesat Biblecollegesand churches
in the Americas and Europe about his
experience.

A book, “ If God Should Choose,” and
adramatic video about the family are
now serving to meet the Bowers' call-
ing: evangelismandencouraging others
to become missionaries.

“God haschosen Cory and metorep-
resent himin abigger way, alot bigger
than | would haveimagined,” hesaid at
amemoria servicefor Roni and Char-
ity last year.

Jimand Roni Bowersworkedinrela-
tiveanonymity for fiveyearsaong the
Amazoninnortheastern Peru, spreading
theChristiangospel amongtheriverside
villagesand training ministersthrough
the Association of Baptists for World
Evangelism. The Bowers lived with
their children aboard a houseboat that

sailed up and down theriver.

OnApril 20, 2001, thefamily, flown
by fellow-missionary Kevin
Donaldson, wasreturning fromthe Co-
lombian border where they had picked
up apermanent resident visafor Char-
ity. CIA personnel aboard asurveillance
plane spotted the aircraft and alerted
Peruvianofficials.A Peruvianintercep-
tor arrived and shot the aircraft asthe
CIA crew debated whether theplanefit
adrug smuggler’sprofile.

Roni Bowers and Charity, who had
been adopted in Michigan only afew
monthsearlier, weredead. Cory andJim
Bowersweren'tinjured. Donaldsonwas
shotinthelegs, but still managedtoland
the pontoon plane on theriver. They
reached land and got help.

Inthemonthsafter theshooting, gov-
ernment reports blamed errors by the
Peruvian military, procedural mistakes

and the poor language skills of person-
nel from both countries for
misidentifying the plane.

“They had no reason to suspect us,”
Bowerssaid.

Jim Bowers brought the bodies back
toAmericaand settledin Garner, atown
of 20,000 south of Raleigh, where to-
baccofieldsaregivingway tosuburban
subdivisions. There, heand Cory moved
inwith hismother, Wilma.

Bowerstook ajob at Bethel Baptist
Churchinnearby Cary, leading Spanish
Biblestudiesand churchservicesfor the
area’ sgrowing Hispanic population.

Hesaid he'snot bitter, though hedoes
have strong words for the people in-
volved.“ ltwasanaccident,” hesaid. “It
wasterriblenegligenceand stupidity but
itwasn’'t malicious.”

Roni Bowers' parents have a more
pointed assessment.

“ItwastheUnited Statesand Peruviar
governmentsthat murdered our daugh-
ter,” Roni’sfather, John Luttig, said ir
aninterview from Pace, Fla.

An $8 million settlement from the
U.S. government was reached this
spring with the crash survivors, Roni
Bowers' parentsand the Bowers' mis-
sionary agency. Thegovernment didn’t
admit liability or assign blame to the
CIA aspart of the settlement.

When asked whether the CI A would
apologize to the family, an agency
spokesmanreferredtotheWhiteHouse
statement released in March that said:
“TheUnited Statesgovernment and the
government of Peru deeply regret this
tragic event and the resulting deaths.”

All of the beneficiaries say they will
give the money to support Christian
ministries. Peru also has agreed to re-
placethe missionary agency’splane.
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Pastor: Don Crutcher
Fifth & Broadway

Sunday: Sunday School: 9 am ‘
Worship Service: 10 am I
Evening Service: 6:30 pm ‘

Pastor: Rev. Steve Rains
Fourth & College ® 899-3605
Sunday: Sunday School:
Morning Service: 10:30 am
Evening Service: 6:00 pm
Wednesday: Adult Prayer and Worship: 7:00 p.m.
Youth @ the Rock House: 7:00 p.m.
Helping you focus upward in worship, inward

9:15 am

C

401 Caldwell
899-6185
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Church of Christ

Sunday: Bible Study: 9:45 am
Worship Service: 10:45 am
Wednesday: Bible Study: 7 pm
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Pastor: Matthew Delp
Third & Caldwell
899-2080 or 899-3797
Sunday: Sunday School: 9:45 am
Worship Service: 10:50 am
Evening Service: 6 pm

Eighth & Arcade ® 899-5233
Sunday: Worship Service: 10:30 am
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.
Activities: Junior High & High School Youth Groups,
Adult Bible Study, Choir, Men's and Women's Groups,
Devotions Study, Monthly Fellowship
Special Notice: Handicap Accessible, Hearing

Assistance Equipment and Infant and Toddler
Nurseries Available
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(Disciples of Christ)
Pastor: Loren Strait

Pastor: Rev. Carol Moore-Ramey

First United Methodist Church
1116 Sherman
1]

899-3631
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: éanuel Lutheran Church ﬁj

[[ Rible Baptist Church ]] o g\u Church of ‘Jesus Christ q
of Latter-Day Saints
1200 15th Street ® Burlington, CO ® (970) 664-2470
“ Sacrament Meeting: 9:30 am

Sunday School: 10:45 am
Priesthood/Relief Society: 11:30 am

C

Eul}lord of Life Foursquare Ghurc‘;tuj

Pastor: John Coumerilh
Sunday: Worship Celebration &
Kids” Church: 10:30 am

223 E. 10th
899-5250

F\J Kanorado
1l

399-2468

Sunday: Sunday School:
Worship Service: 10:15 am

United Methodist Church

Pastor: Leonard Cox (]

E United Methodist Church g]

Worship Service: 10:45 am CST
Sunday School: 9:45 am CST

Minister: Rev. Bob Winters

Brewster:
Pastor:

Winona:

9Yglisia Del Dios Vivo
La Luz Del Mundo
Spanish Speaking Church
Minister: Esteban Ortiz B.

9am

goodland RBible Church
109 Willow Road  899-

Pastor:
Sunday: Sunday School:

s

Morning Worship: 11 am
Evening Worship: 6 pm
Wednesday: Call for location

6400
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1601 Texas ® 899-5275
Daily Prayer: Sunday thru
Saturday: 5am & 6 pm
Sunday: Sunday School: 10 am
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9:45 am “
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Sunday: Sunday School: 9:15 am
Worship Service: 10:30 am
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? Wednesday: Evening Service: 7 pm f ”

Sonvrise Christian Church

Pastor: Bud Chester
Fifth & Center ® 899-3450
Sunday: Sunday School: 9:15 am
Morning Worship: 10:30 am
Evening Worship: 6:30 pm
Tuesday: Mens’ Prayer Group: 6:00 am

,f Thursday: Night Bible Study: 7:00 pm .:

Ninth & Caldwell ® 899-5398
Minister: Tony Kafka
Youth Minister: Doug Bean
Sunday: Worship Service: 9:30 am
Sunday School: 10:45 am
Wednesday:

Junior/Senior High Meeting: 7 pm
Adult & Children’s Classes: 7 pm

Cx

PE’mmanuel Lutheran Church
13th & Sherman ® 899-6161
Pastor: Scott Grimshaw
Sunday: Sunday School: 8:45 am
Worship Service: 10 am
Wednesday: Confirmation: 6 pm

Seventh Day Adventist Ghurd:q

1160 Cattletrail J ||
L

]

Pastor: Arlin Cochran ® 785-332-2888
Saturday: Sabbath School: 9:30 am
Worship Service: 11 am

K

W l ii Pastor: Bob Snyder o Residence: 899-0134
]

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church ]
F\kj 13th & Center

grace Fellowship Church
104 E. Hwy 24 * 899-6423

Sunday: Sunday School: 10 am il
Worship Service: 11 am

Youth Group at Gattshall’s at 5:30 pm
Adult Bible Study 6 pm

899-2115 or Rectory 899-2114
Priest: Father Charles Schneider
Deacon: Gretchen Talitha
Adult Forum: Sunday : 8:30 am
Morning Prayer: 9:30 am 1st & 5th Sundays

Holy Eucharist: 2nd, 3rd, & 4th Sundays: 9:30
Sr. Warden for emergencies during the week 899-2067 j]

307 W. 13th ® 899-7205
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
4:30-5 pm Saturday or by appointment
Mass Schedule:
Saturday: 6 pm
Sunday: 10:00 am
Spanish Mass:

Serving the rural community for over 100 years
Rt. 1, Box 180  694-2807 © 3190 Road 70
Pastor: Jim Cress
899-5784
Sunday: Worship Service: 9 am
Sunday School: 10 am

good Samaritan Center
208 W. 2nd

goodland Daily News
1205 Main

Koons Funeral Chapel
North Main

‘The following sponsors urge YOU to attend your chosen House of Worship this Sabbath:

Short & Son ‘Trucking
Hwy. 24

‘Topside Office Products, Inc.

1110 Main




