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Bryan Bowler and his 4-year-old son Victor from St. Peters, Mo., enjoyed
the carnivalrides at Freedom Fest Thursday night. Several tourists from

attended the festival.
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Fireworks display attracts out-of-towners
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they flew into Detroit and will fly out
of Denver, but will maketherest of the
trip by car.

The coupletravels about 200 miles
aday, Mdindasaid, notingthetripwill
take about aweek and ahalf.

Shesaidthey arrivedin Goodland on
Thursday and being history buffs, de-
cided to take atour of the Historical
Society’s1907 VictorianHouse, which
they saw in a pamphlet.

After the tour, Malinda said,
Holbrook, asociety member, toldthem
about thefestival.

Thecouplesaidthey enjoy traveling
theU.S. routesbecauseit givesthema
chance to visit small towns and see
things they’ d never notice driving on
the Interstate.

“Everyonedoesdifferent thingsfor
vacation,” shesaid.

“We get to see little communities.
Now we know what Goodland, Kan.
is.”

Malindasaidthey’ veeatena“ made-
right” sandwich in Quincy, Mo., and

toured a John Deeretractor factory in
Waterloo, lowa.

“We've seen most of the national
parks,” shesaid.“Grand Teton, Yellow
Stone, Moab.”

Bob, an IBM consultant, said he
started drivingfederal highwayswhen
hewasin college.

He wanted to see the country, he
said, soheheaded out onU.S. 6, which
runs through his hometown of
Bedford, N.Y., all theway to Califor-
nia.

Hesaid he'sbeentravelingthe U.S.
highways ever since, and he and
Malindamadeit atradition whenthey
married five years ago. Malinda said
they droveU.S. 101, which spansfrom
Olympia, Wash. to Los Angeles, on
their honeymaoon.

Bob said the most interesting thing
he'sseen sofar wasaKazoofactoryin
upstate New York.

But he said he's surprised on every
trip.

“Youjustfind neat stuff you’ d never
see at home,” he said, noting that the
scenery isalwaysnice.

County reviews development group’s resolution

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Daily News
Sherman County Commissioners
reviewed a draft resolution on Friday
setting up the Sherman County Eco-
nomic Development Council, and
agreed it waswhat was needed to offi-
cially organize the group.
DaveDaniels, vice-chair of theeco-
nomic devel opment group, presented
thedraft and saidit had comefrom sev-
eral examplesthat both County Clerk
Janet Rumpel and County Attorney
Bonnie Selby had found. Danielssaid
the draft he was presenting was a bit
differentthananearlier draft drawnup

by Selby.

The resolution would set the coun-
cil upunder thecounty andhaveall the
money runthroughthecounty voucher
system. Danielssaidthiswaswhat the
board and steering committee had
wanted, but they wanted to have more
say about what theeconomic devel op-
ment director’sdutieswould beif one
ishiredinthefuture.

Thecommissionersagreedthat they
wouldrather not beinchargeof hiring,
firing or overseeing the director.

“1 am concerned about the director
youwanttohire,” said Commissioner
Kevin Rasure. “I think it would work

fine at thistime because the commis-
sionersfavor what you are doing, but
ascommissionerschangethat might as
well and it may be aproblem.”

“1 don’twant to seethecommission-
erstoo involved in overseeing the di-
rector,” said Commissioner Chuck
Frankenfeld.

“Wefeel thisistheway to go at this
time,” saidHarlan D. House, economic
development board member. “Thisis
the best way to keep peopleinformed
and keep everyone going the same di-
rection. We'vegot to sell it, and if we
can't sell it to two commissionerswe
probably should not bein operation.”

“Looks like a double standard,
wherethe commissionershavetheul-
timate power to hire and fire,” said
Commissioner Mitch Tiede. “1twould
belikeacheck and balancewhereboth
sideshaveaninterestinseeingthepro-
gram dowell.”

Kim Bohme, treasurer of the board,
saidall thecostsof thedirector includ-
ing the benefits, insurance and Social
Security would come out of the eco-
nomic development budget.

The commissioners each indicated
they would like to have Selby review
the draft resolution and have it pre-
sented at the July 9 meeting.

Groups paying more than expected at fairgrounds

By Doug Stephens
The Goodland Daily News

Groupsthat usethe Sherman County
Fairgrounds have been hit with an ex-
pensethey weren't expectingthisyear
— monthly electric bills at least $600
more than they were last year.

The city raised the electricity rates
for commercial and residential cus-
tomersearlier thisyear, andthey elimi-
nated the government rate. Since the
fairgroundsis now classified as com-
mercial rather than government prop-
erty, the groups are having to pay a
demand charge, initself over $500.

Members of the Sherman County
Stock Car Racing Association andthe
fair board and two Sherman County
commissioners showed up at a city
commissioner meeting this week to
find out why the rates had gone up so
much, andwhat they could do about it.

Some of them weren't even sure
what ademand charge was.

Ed Wolak, city public works direc-
tor, explained that a demand meter
measured thehighest amount of energy
used in a 15-minute period over a
month. The city hasto supply power
whenever someone flips a switch,
Wolak said, andit costsmoney tokeep
energy at standby.

“We have to have the power there
when you want it,” Wolak said, “and
thereisacost to everyoneto makethat
happen.”

RaobertaNormandin, member of the
Sherman County Racing Association,
wanted to know if the demand charge
effected the utility bill every timethe
lightswere turned on.

It’s a once a month charge, Wolak
told her, at whatever thehighest energy
peak wasduringthebillingmonth. The
demand meter has been in place for
many years, he said, but the city can't
affordtosubsidizeitany more. Thecity

used to have on-peak and off-peak
rates, Wol ak said, but now thereisonly
onerate based on the highest demand.

County Commissioner Kevin Ra-
suretoldthecity that thefirst timeany-
one knew about the charge was when
thecounty got thebill. Normandinsaid
if the racing association would have
known of thechargeearlier, they could
have raised admission prices to the
races.

Theracesbarely break even during
most of the season, she said, and the
extracost isrealy going to hurt.

SteveDuell, fair board member, said
the cost isgoing to hurt the Northwest
KansasFreeFair, too, althoughmaybe
not asharshly astheracing association.

“1 don’t think so many groups can
afford to pay what is being charged,”
Duell said. “We only have so many
dollars. To jump $500 in one year,
that’s kind of tough. We'll be able to
handleit, but it is going to be really
tough on the racing association.”

City CommissionersRick Billinger
and Curtis Hurd said they would like

to do something for the groups, but
they weren’t sure what the city could
do.

“1"dliketo help, believeme,” Hurd
said, “butthecity ispayingfor this. We
haveto beableto help ourselves.”

Hurd asked City Manager Ron
Pickman if the city could lower the
chargesfor thegroups.

“No, not legally,” Pickman said,
addingthat itwould beunfairtoevery-
one else who has to pay the charge.
Pickmandidsay it mightbeOK for the
city tomakeadonationto help pay the
costs.

“| can seewhere some of thisisour
fault,” Hurd said. “We didn't tell you
it wouldn't be subsidized anymore.”

Pickman said the city doesn’t send
a letter to everyone whose rates
change. That's part of the reason any
changes have to be discussed and ap-
proved in apublic meeting, he said.

About the only way to reduce the
charge would be to replace the lights
at the fairgrounds, Wolak said. Trent
Blythe, with B and B Electric, told the
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county commissioners at an earlier
meeting that thelightsat thearenaand
track areinefficient, and they produce
alarge demand charge. He said it
would cost $3,500-$4,000 to replace
thelights, andtheelectrical costwould
go down about athird.

“Mountains, hills, fields, industrial
complexes,” Bob said, “they’re all
beautiful in their own way.”

TheMortell’sweren’ttheonly tour-
istsat Freedom Fest.

With his 4-year-old son Victor sit-
ting on his shoulders, Bryan Bowler
fromMissouri saidthefamily stopped
in Goodland on their way to Col orado

Springsand saw signsfor thefestival.

Bowler and hissonwereat theticket
booth buying tickets for the carnival
rides.

He said he and hiswife Mary were
impressed with Goodland.

“My wifewascommenting that this
wouldbeagreat placeto settledown,”
hesaid.

public notices
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(@) ltem ees
Residential Fences $15.00
Residential Roofing $15.00

(b)  Total Valuation Fees

$1.00 to $500.00 $15.00
$501.00 to $2,000.00

$15.00for the first $500.00 plus $1.50 for each additional $100.00 or fraction thereof, to

and including $2,000.00.
$2001.00 to $25,000.00

$37.50 for the first $2000.00 plus $6.00 for each additional $2000.00 or frac-

tion thereof, to and including $25,000.00.
$25,001.00 to $50,000.00

$175.50 for the

first $25,000.00 plus $4.50 for each additional $1000.00 or fraction thereof, to and in-

cluding $50,000.00.
$50,001.00 to $100,000.00

$288.00 for the first $50,000.00 plus $3.00 for each additional $1000.00 or
fraction thereof, to and including $1000,000.00.

$100,001.00 to $500,000.00

$438.00 for the first $100,000.00 plus $2.25 for each additional $1000.00 or
fraction thereof, to and including $500,000.00.

$500,001.00 to $1,000,000.00

$1,338.00 for the first $500,000.00 plus $2000.00 or fraction thereof, to and

including $1,000,000.00.
$1,000,001.00 and up

$2,088.00 for the first $1,000,000.00 plus $1.50 for each additional $2000.00
or fraction thereof. Any governmental entity which has the authority to levy a tax is ex-

empt from this section.

SECTION 2. Section 4-207(1) of the Code of The City of Goodland, Kan-

sas is hereby repealed.

SECTION 3. This ordinance shall take effect July 2, 2002.
PASSEDANDAPPROVED this 1stday of July, 2002, by the Governing Body

of the City of Goodland, Kansas.

Tom Rohr Chairman of the City of
Commission of the City Goodland, Kansas

ATTEST:
Mary P. Volk, City Clerk
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You receive two free passes to see

Lilo & Stitch
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Sherman
1203 MAIN — Phone 899-6103

Present Ticket at Box Office

Gorgeous country home just south of Goodland off Hwy. 27.
This brick ranch has 2144 sq. ft. plus full basement. It hasa
new master bath, all new carpet and interior paint and is
immaculate. Oversized double garage, deck, sprinkler
system front and back, garden spot and lots of trees and
room to roam complete this wonderful home. Call for your
private showing today!

Check www.goodlandksmls.com for further details

Tickets are Non-Transferable
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Sherman County &
Brewster Businesses

The Goodland Daily News will feature
our annual progress issue in July. All
businesses are welcome to submit two

brief paragraphs - FREE.

The Goodland Daily News

Send it to:

1205 Main

Goodland, KS 67735

Deadline is July 11th

or Fax 899-6186
EMail to scorcoran@nwkansas.com




