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commentary

from other pens...

Breathe a sigh of reliet
in redistricting fight
TheTopeka Capital Journal on redistricting:

After weeks of uncertainty, Secretary of State Ron Thornburgh can
heaveabigsighof relief. Theprimary electionwill go onasscheduled
onAug. 6.

Just beforethe July 4 holiday, athree-judgepanel rej ected arguments
inalawsuit brought by Attorney General CarlaStovall and otherschal-
lenging the redistricting of the state’sfour congressional districts...

Thewholeexerciseof redistrictingwasapolitical travesty thisyear,
withtheRepublicanstryingtogerrymander thedistrictsintheir favor...

So they got the national party involved in drawing the boundaries,
and oneridiculous plan had the 1st stretching from the northwest cor-
ner of the stateto the southeast corner.

If that’ snot shameful enough, they draggedtheprocessouttothevery
last minutesof the overextended | egislative session, thusthrowingfil-
ing deadlines and indeed the date of the primary itself into flux. The
congressional filing deadline was moved back two weeks.

What amess...

Lawmakers should start the move toward a better processin 2012.
Some have promised that such steps will be discussed next session.
Kansansshould push their el ected official sto make surethat happens.
The Garden City Telegram on hospital maternity ward security:

Workersat two Kansas hospitalslikely averted areal tragedy Mon-
day when they became curious about awoman asking questionsabout
the babiesin the maternity ward.

The woman first presented herself to officials at Salina Regional
Medical Center, claiming to be adoctor and wanting to tour thefacil-
ity. Staffers became suspicious when the woman appeared fixated on
the maternity area.

Salina’'s hospital could be amodel for many. Its maternity areais
secured and accessisthrough adoor that can only be opened by some-
onewho knowsthe code.

Many hospitalshavesimilar security measuresto assurenoonewith
ulterior motives gains accessto the newborns.

Salinaofficia sshowed thewoman out of thefacility, and sheappar-
ently resurfaced at Via Christi in Wichita.

AsoneViaChristi spokespersonnoted, new doctorswhodrop by for
atour generally ask questions about technology and would rather see
the gadgetsthan the patients.

Evenawoman claimingto betrained asapediatricianwouldbemore
interested in theincubatorsthan theinfants.

So officialsat ViaChristi escorted the woman out of thefacility.

Asthe spokesperson noted, many women unable to have their own
babieswill sometimes do desperate things, which makesthe security
measures at most hospitalsawelcomerelief to new parents.

It’snot certain thishospital impostor wasin reality awannabe baby-
snatcher. But authoritiesal sowerenotified andthey’ dlikeaword with
thewoman to find out her motivation.

Salinaand Wichitahospital officialsdid absolutely theright thingin
thiscase. And theincident should serveasan aert to hospitalsall over
the state.
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U.S. Sen. Pat Raberts, 302 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington
D.C. 20510. (202) 224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office Building, Washing-
ton D.C. 20510. (202) 224-6521

U.S.Rep. Jerry Moran, 1217 Longworth House Office Building, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510. (202) 225-2715

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building Rm. 174-W, Topeka,
KS66612. (785) 296-7676

State Sen. Stan Clark, State Capitol Building Rm. 128-S, Topeka, KS
66612. (785) 296-7399
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Little stock in Bush’s Wall Street speech

WASHINGTON — Both Democrats and Re-
publicans have aroom they don’t want company
tosee.

Democratstry to hidethemal content | eft that’s
forever demanding* change” inAmericanlife. The
closeritgetstoElection Day, thelesstheir national
candidates want to see mediaimages of militant
blacks, militant gays, militant anybody.

In 1992, Bill Clinton showed how to slam the
door onsuch party-poopers. Ontheeveof the1992
Democratic convention, he pulled his “ Sister
Soulja’ number. He attacked the rap singer right
infront of Jesse Jackson, themanwho hadinvited
Souljato perform, using Jackson’ sRainbow Coa-
lition podiumto doit.

“Youhadarapsinger herelast night named Sis-
ter Soulja. | defend her right to express herself
through music, but her comments ... were filled
with akind of hatred that you do not honor today
and tonight.” With Jackson watching, Clinton
quoted Soulja: ‘ If black peoplekill black people
every day, why not have a week and kill white
people? and’If thereareany good white people,
| haven't met them.””

That “ Sister Soulja’ gambit was central to the
Clinton strategy. Hewantedtotriangul ate, toshow
hewasinthepolitical mainstream, by showing he
wasready and willing to shut out thetroubl e-stir-
ring rappers.

This Tuesday, George W. Bush had a “ Sister
Soulja’ opportunity but let it pass. Thegalloping
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horseof history chargedthecanyonsof Wall Street,
but Bush could not bring himself to mount him.

Certainly, it was an excellent opportunity for
Bushto separatehimself fromtheworst banditsof
capitalism. He had gone to Wall Street. He was
surrounded, asClintonwas, by acrowd that would
suffer visibly from the ferocity of ostracism Bill
Clinton had trained on hisbad apples.

But, Bush failed to deliver. His message to the
business world was about as tough as a Sunday
sermonat aliberal church. Hewastellingthebusi-
ness world that he was on their side, that he was
there not to scold them but to buck them up.

“l am callingfor anew ethic of personal respon-
sibility inthe businesscommunity — an ethic that
will increase investor confidence, make employ-
ees proud of their companies and regain the trust
of theAmerican people.”

That doesn’t soundlikeBill Clintontearinginto
“Sister Soulja.” It soundseven lesslikethat great
Republican trustbuster Teddy Roosevelt.

When Roosevelt went after the evilsof capital-
ism, he used language everyone heard and histar-
getsdidn’t like. In 1908 he attacked Republicans

in Congress as fronts for “ predatory wealth.” He
demandedthat thefederal courtsgoafter the* crimi-
nal rich.”

The Republican Roosevelt was a man of those
words. He fought monopolies, cleaned up the
meatpacking industry and won enactment of an
employer’sliability law. Hewasaconservationist,
atough enforcer of anti-trust, an advocate of the
income tax and the inheritance tax. He wanted
working peopletoget “ alarger shareof thewedl th.”

He was the kind of tough-minded reformer the
Wall Street Journal editorial page hates most.

“We demand that big business give the people s
squaredeal; inreturnwemustinsist that when any-
oneengaged in big businesshonestly endeavorsto
doright, heshall begiven asquaredeal .”

Bush could havekilled two birdswith onestone
thisweek. Hecould havecut off thebusinesscheats
from the Republican cotillion just as Bill Clinton
cut off thehate-sellingleft fromthe Democrats. He
could have aped Teddy Roosevelt and becomethe
scourgeof thechiselers, aherototheaveragestock-
holder and 401(k) holder, especialy theretiree.

Instead, he gave the kind of sermon clergymen
givewhenthey don’t wantto offend anyonepresent.

ChrisMatthews, author of “ Now, Let MeTell You
What | Really Think” (Free Press, 2001) and
“Hardball” (TouchstoneBooks, 1999), isanation-
ally syndicated columnist for the San Francisco
Chronicleandthehost of“ Hardball” onCNBCand
MSNBC cable channels.

Wittig's management big issue for Westar

TOPEKA — It'sdl about David W|tt|g

TheKansasCorporation Commissionisreview-
ing the finances of Westar Energy Inc., where
Wittigisthechairman, president and chi ef execu-
tiveofficer. TheK CCwantsthecompany toreduce
its $3.25 billion debt and improve its financial
health.

The KCC held two weeks of hearings on a
Westar plan to sell one of its major assets, its 45
percent interest in ONEOK Inc., a Tulsa, Okla,,
natural gas firm. Westar hopesto raise $738 mil-
lionto apply to debt.

But most of thetime, the hearings seemed more
about the past than the future. Attorneys for the
K CC'sstaff and consumersrepeatedly focused on
Westar’ s operationsfrom 1995 through 2001.

They raised questions about Westar’s manage-
ment under Wittig. They triedtopaintthe CEO and
his top executives as being more interested in
Westar’ snon-utility interests— and their compen-
sation — than electric operations that serve
636,000 Kansas customers.

“Their focusis on themselves and the personal
benefits that they’ ve obtained,” said Walker
Hendrix, consumer counsel for theCitizens' Util-
ity Ratepayers Board, which represents consum-
ers. “That isthe central issue.”

Westar’s attorneystried to use testimony from
Wittig and questionsto other witnessesto counter
theimagecriticsweretryingtocreate. They wanted
to show that the company has performed as well
asor better than other utilitiesin recent yearsand
that its management is sound.

The KCC must sort through the conflicting de-
scriptions of Westar, but previously it has sided
morewithWestar’scriticsthanwiththecompany.

Last year it rejected aWestar plan for splitting
itselectricoperationsfromitsnon-utility assetsso
that theelectricoperationscouldbesold. TheKCC
concluded that electric operations would be
saddled with too much debt from Westar’s other
businessinterests.

“The commission does have a responsibility,
aong with protecting ratepayers, of making sure
acompany is financially viable,” said KCC
spokeswoman Rosemary Foreman. “ Inkeeping a
company financially viable, one component is
good management.”

Wittig left ajob asco-leader of themergersand
acquisitionsdepartment at theWall Street firm of
Salomon Brothersin1995tojoin\Westar asexecu-
tivevice president for corporate development.

Ten months later he was the company’s presi-
dent. He became chief executive officer in July
1998, then added thetitle of chairman six months
later.

During his time with Westar, the company
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jumped into monitored security services, left the
natural gasservicebusinessand pursuedtwomerg-
erswith other utilities.

Criticsquestion the foray into security in view
of the continued annual losses of Protection One
Inc., of whichWestar owns85 percent. Bothmerg-
ers, with Kansas City Power & Light and the Pub-
lic Service Company of New Mexico, failed.

Since 1995 the company’s debt has nearly
doubled, from $1.64 billion to its current $3.25
billion. Its stock, trading between $39 and $40 a
sharefour yearsago, closed Friday at $13.61.

And since joining the company, Wittig has re-
ceived more than $21 million in compensation,
according to recordsfiled with the Securitiesand
Exchange Commission.

That hasled critics to question whether Wittig
is enriching himself even as his company falters
— anideathe company disputes, strongly.

Foreman said the KCC’s concerns are making
surethat consumersreceive safe and reliable ser-
vice at reasonable rates, and making sure those
same ratepayers don’t pick up any costs from
Westar’sunregulated activities.

Both requireafinancially sound company.

“There's not aconcern about an immediate fi-
nancial failure,” Foremansaid. “But thereisacon-
cern as we move into the future about financial
viability.”

During testimony, Westar suggested that the
company’s performance has been significantly
better than critics have painted.

One of its exhibits tracked Westar’s stock per-
formanceal ong with the Dow Jones Utility Aver-
age and the parent companies of three other utili-
tiesintheregion. Westar’s performance matched
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to be of no public interest or considered offensive.
Wereservetheright to edit lettersfor length and good
taste. We encourage | etters, with phone numbers, by
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or exceeded all of them over the past two years.

But James Zakoura, an Overland Park attorney
who represents Westar’s largest consumers, com:
pared Westar’s stock performance to the perfor-
mance of companiesinthe Standard & Poor’s50C
and an S& Pindex for electric utilities.

Thecomparisonshowed how aninvestor who pu
$100 into Westar and the companiesin thetwoin:
dexeswould havefared, starting at theend of 1996
Attheend of 2001, the S& P500investment woulc
have been worth $166; the electric index invest:
ment, $157.

The Westar investment would have been wortt
$79.

“It's the comparison mandated by the SEC,”
Zakourasaid. “ The Securitiesand Exchange Com:
mission wants investors to be able to look a
comparables.”

Finally, questions about Westar management
became questions about Wittig because Westal
executivessometimesdeferredtotheir CEO onthe
witness stand.

Paul Geist, Westar’s chief financial officel
couldn’tanswer someof Zakoura' squestionsabou
various transactions. Eventually, Zakoura askec
him whether Wittig was the person to ask.

Geist said, “Hewould be the best person.”

EDITOR SNOTE: Correspondent John Hanne
has covered Kansas politics and government for
TheAssociated Presssince 1987.
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