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commentary

from other pens...

In 80s U.S. recruited
many Islamic radicals

It'swell known that Islamic guerrillas, with CI A assistance, hel ped
evict the Soviet Army from Afghanistan in the 1980s, contributing in
no small way to the eventual demise of the Soviet empire.

But many detail sabout how the CI A got thejob donenever havebeen
reported; Michael Springmanniswilling tofill in some of the blanks.

Inthelate 1980s, Springmannwasaconsul ar officerin Saudi Arabia
— the same country, coincidentally, where 15 of the 19 terroristswho
took part in the Sept. 11 suicide bombings obtained their U.S. visas.

Hearrived in Saudi Arabiain September 1987, hisfirst assignment
asacareer diplomat.

His main task was to decide whether visa applicants had a legitimate
reason to visit the United States or instead were “intending immigrants”
— meaning they had nointention of leaving oncethey gotintothecountry.

Fromtheoutset, Springmannsaidinarecent interview, strangethings
happened. In 1988, two Pakistanisappliedfor visasto attend atradeshow
inthe United States. But when they were unableto nametheshow or the
city inwhichit wastaking place, Springmann refused thevisarequests.

A short while later, he said, the chief of the consular section over-
ruled him. The Pakistanis soon were bound for the United States.

On another occasion, an unemployed refugee from Sudan showed
up at the consulate — a person, Springmann said, who had no good
reasontogototheU.S. andonly themost ephemeral tiesto Saudi Arabia.

In other words, Springmann said, the Sudanese wasthe type of per-
son who would have no compelling reason to leave the United States
oncehearrived.

Springmann turned down the application but immediately encoun-
teredresistance. “ | kept sayingno,” Springmannrecalled. “But, again,
the head of consular section gave himavisa. | asked why. He said na-
tional security reasons.”

Andsoitwent for the 18 monthsthat Springmann wasin Jiddah. About
100 applicants— Pakistanis, Syrians, L ebanese, Pal estinians—whomhe
feltwereunqualified were approved for visasover hisobjections, hesaid.

“1 had people come to me and say, well, you can issue methe visa
now or you can issue me the visa when the consul general overrules
you,” Springmann said.

Themystery about thebi zarresituation di sappeared around 1994, well
after hisdeparture from theforeign service. A one-time colleaguetold
him Saudi Arabiawasbeing usedtofunnel IslamicmilitantstotheUnited
Statesfor training before heading for the battlefield in Afghani stan.

“|1 got thewholestory and it all hung together,” hesaid. “ They were
running peopl e (to theconsulate) fromthe CIA'srecruiting office,” he
said, obviously exasperated that hewasn’t told at the time.

He said the entire consul ar operation wasrun by the CIA.

The State Department had no comment on Springmann’sall egations
except to say final authority over visadecisionsrestswiththe consular
officer in charge, not with Springmann, ajunior officer.

L ooking back onhisexperienceinJiddah, Springmannsaid hefound
the idea of using the Jiddah consulate as a U.S. gateway for Islamic
militantsto be“ sleazy and disreputable.”

“If they wanted to train these people, why not train them in Saudi
Arabiaor Pakistan? Why bring them to the States?’

Springmann’spoliticsarehardly mainstream. Last winter, heoutlined
his experiencesin Jiddah in aradical publication, The CovertAction
Quarterly. The magazineisasuccessor to the CovertAction Informa-
tion Bulletin, whose chief mission wasto exposetheidentitiesof CIA
agentsaround theworld.

A senior administration official, asking not to beidentified, said the
Bulletin’sreportscaused untold damagetothe ClI A over theyears. The
official declined comment on Springmann’s allegations about his ex-
periencesin Jiddah.

EDITOR SNOTE —George Gedda has covered foreign affairsfor
The Associated Presssince 1968.
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In*“The Godfather: Part11,” Michael Corleone
softly deliversthepoignant and ominouslinesthat
seal hisbrother’sfate.“ 1 knewitwasyou, Fredo,”
Michael tellshim. “ Youbrokemy heart. Youbroke
my heart.”

Then he has Fredo killed.

Fredo had committed theunforgivableoffense,
the injury that can never be made whole. He had
betrayed one of hisown.

This, morethan any lawsthat might have been
broken, getsto the core of the anguish and uproar
over John Walker Lindh.

My son asked methe other day why Lindhwas
being treated differently from the other Taliban.
Didn’t they all commit the same offense? Why
might Lindh spend hislifeinjail but not the other
fighters? And why iseveryone so angry at some-
one who seemed such a minor (some might say
irrelevant) figureinthewar?

| couldhaveexplainedthat fightingagainstone's
owncountry —if thatiswhat Lindh did—iscon-
sidered the highest crimein theland, that treason
istheonly criminal offensespecifically mentioned
inthe U.S. Constitution.

But therewasasimpler answer.

“Betrayal,” | said.

Treason, conspiringtokill anAmericanabroad,
providing support to aterrorist organization that
results in American deaths — they are the legal
expressionsof something much morepersonal, an
offensethat stirssomeancient gangliadeepinside
us, triggering emotionsthat reach back to the be-
ginning of time.
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“Elemental to every social group isthe sense of
moral obligation to each other,” said James
Quesada, an anthropology professor at San Fran-
cisco StateUniversity. “ Betraya inducesanamost
primordial reaction. That basic bond of trust has
been severed.”

Invirtually every culture's story about Earth’s
first man and woman, the couple inevitably falls
fromgraceafter betrayingthegods. TheBibletells
the tale of Adam and Eve, who were tossed from
Eden for betraying God's trust. For many Chris-
tians, that betrayal isknownasoriginal sinbecause
it hasstained all human soulsever since. It wasthe
onesin even God couldn’t forgive.

Wereservespecial contempt for thosewho turn
ononeof their own. Inthestory of Jesus death, it
is Judas the betrayer more than Pontius Pilate the
condemner who isthe more despicablefigure.

In Shakepeare's “ Julius Caesar,” the one line
everyone remembersisin the raspy last words of
thegreat leader: “Et tu, Brute?’ Brutus's betrayal
isthetruetragedy inthestory, morethanthebl oody
assassinationitself.

Inmoderntimes, LindaTripp becamethetarget
of ceaseless, hateful criticism and derision not so
much because she revealed Bill Clinton’s sordid

rompsinthe Oval Officebut because shebetrayed
afriend to do it. (Asfor Clinton’s own betrayals,
they will garner more spacein hisobituary than his
accomplishments.)

The Enron story, too, has captured the nation in
great part becauseit’satale of betrayal: A beloved
boss and civic leader named Ken Lay, trusted be-
yond reason by his employees, sellsthem out and
destroystheir lives.

“Inall closed groups, there'sashared identity,”
said Nancy Shepper-Hughes, a UC Berkeley an-
thropologist. “ There's the notion of insiders anc
outsiders. You can lie, cheat and steal among the
outside group, but there’s a morality that applies
within the group that can’t be broken.”

Lindhwasaninsider whowent over thewall. He
became the other. He embraced amoral code that
spit intheface of everything the group held dear.

Heisnot unlike alot of people at 20, an age of
rebellion. But he rebelled against an Americathat
has pulled itself more tightly together than at any
time since World War 11. Verbal dissent is barely
tolerated at the moment, soitisno surprisethat 28
percent of Californianssupport executing Lindhiif
heisfound guilty of providing support to Osama
binLaden’sarmy, evenif hedidn’t personally harm
another American.

No matter what happensinthecourts, Lindh has
already been sentenced. Fair or not, true or false,
hewill bear the stain of betrayal forever.

Joan Ryanisa columnist for the San Francisco
Chronicle. Send comments to her e-mail at
joanryan@sfchronicle.com.

The defense rests

Whenever you see amarried coupletelling a
story to athird party, thereisadrastic shiftinthe
rel ationship and dynamic betweenthem. Theper-
sonwho’stelling thestory, inmost casesthewife,
becomesthe Prosecutor, whilethepersonwhothe
story’sabout, inall casesthehusband, becomesthe
DefenseAttorney. Thethird party, whoisusually
afriend or neighbor, becomesjudgeandjury. Un-
likeformal court procedures, thesetrialshavevery
few rules. Thereisno prerequisite to present evi-
dence or provide witnesses or most importantly,
totell thetruth. Thetwo quasi-lawyers start with
the summationsand then just interrupt each other
atwill,imploringthejudgeto seeit theirway. The
judge on the other hand has no hard evidence to
makeadecisionand ultimately sideswith theper-
sonthey like, whichputsthefriendshipinjeopardy.
So| suggest that if you and your wife haveastory
totell, never tell it together. Let her tell it her way
to her friends, and you tell it your way to yours.
Neither one of you istelling the story the way it
actually happened anyway, so the outcomeis not
relevant or important. And if you ever do get into
asituationwhereyouaccidentally findyoursel ves
telling astory simultaneously to the same person,
ask for arecess, takeyour wifeasideand settleout
of court.

I'M KING OFTHEWORLD

| know that intheearly stagesof child develop-
ment, they go through aphase when they believe
they are the center of the universe. Asaparent, it
isyour jobtoalter that misconception by tryingto
convince them to be mindful of others, mainly to

red
green

® north of forty

be mindful you. It happened to us. Through the
experiencesof growingupand havingteachersand
friendsand bosses, we all became convinced that
wearenot thecenter of our universe. | think thisis
amistake. Thismay be agood policy short term,
butinthelongrun, likewhenyougettobemy age,
it's really important to be the focus of your own
life. Otherwise, you run the risk of making a 27-
year-old Hooters waitress the center of your uni-
verseand that will only |ead to disappointment as
youfall shortinohsomany areas. Butwhenyou're
the one who sets the standard for your universe,
you' relikeachapter fromthe Gol dilocksstory —
everyonedifferent than youiseither too young or
toooldortoobigortoosmall, whereasyouarejust
right. So be the center of your universe. Makeall
of your decisionsbased onhow it affectsyou. Live
everyday asif you arethe Intergal actic Emperor.
But don't tell anyone. Especially your wife.
TIME CAPSULE RE-THINK

A longtimeago someof usmadetimecapsules,
filled them with memorabiliaand buried themin
our backyards. Now that we' vegai nedtheperspec-
tive of time, you may not want to beremembered
forwhatyouputinthere. Hereareafew itemsyou
should remove beforeit’stoo late:
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«Your pet rock.

* Your Slim Whitman 8-track.

' Your mood ring.

«Your lucky rabbit’sfoot.

« Your Nixon button.

GRANDCHILDREN SHOULD BE SEEN

A lot of people my age have grandchildren. That
hasto bethebest of all worlds. All thegood partsof
being aparentwithout any of theconsequences. You
play with the kid until he getson your nerves, anc
then you take him home. You can give him apony
for hisbirthday and not havetoworry about where
he'sgoing to keep it. Spoiling your grandchildrer
isthe nicest way to get back at your kids.

Quote of the Day: “There is always one more
imbecile than you counted on.” — Red Green

Red Greenisthestar of “ The Red Green Show,”
atelevision seriesseeninthe U.S. on PBSand ir
Canadaonthe CBC Network, and theauthor of the
new book “ Duct Tapeis not Enough: A humorous
guidetomidlife.” (HatherleighPress, 2002). Watct
for the feature film Red Green’s“ Duct Tape For-
ever’ at atheater near you.

berry's world

WWW.COMICS.com
© 2002 by NEA, Inc.

MARTHA STEWART MAKEOVER




