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commentary

from other pens...

Lindh’s plea a surprise
but justice is served

TheManhattan M ercury onJohnWalker Lindh’spleaagreement:

JohnWalker Lindh’sguilty pleawasasurprise, but nowherenear as
astonishing as the revelation last November that an affluent Califor-
nianmightjoinaterrorist organization and takeup armsagainst hisown
country.

The 20-year sentence heis expected to get for histwo guilty pleas
seems about right.

Twenty yearsisn'tlife, but itsabout aslong asthe21-year-old Lindh
has lived. And though he could whittle a couple years off with good
behavior, paroleisnot aconsideration. Moreover, hewill berequired
to provide information about the Taliban and al-Qaidato the govern-
ment.

Inenteringtheplea, Lindhavoidedrisk of alonger sentence, but asis
the case with pleabargains, he wasn't the only beneficiary. The gov-
ernment gotimportant convictionson seriouscharges, and Lindhfaces
long, hard time. Part of the prosecutions rationale — that agreeing to
thepleasaved thegovernment theexpenseof atrial —iscurious, given
theinitial outrage and determination to makean exampleout of Lindh,
seemingly at any cost.

Perhaps the government realized that as criminal and offensive as
Lindh’sactionswere, hewasmoremisguided thanevil, guilty more of
abominablejudgment than of treason. Hisyouth and immaturity have
earned himanother chance. Deservedly, becauseof hisassociationwith
sworn enemies of this country, that second chance won’'t comefor 20
years.

TheTopeka Capital-Jour nal on nuclear waste:

Everyonewantstheadvantagesof nuclear reactors, but noonewants
to deal with thewaste they produce.

Kansashasparticipatedinthat not-in-my-back-yardwar. Afew years
ago, the state fought being the site of alow-level nuclear waste dump
for afive-state area, and when asitewasagreed uponin Nebraska, that
state also protested.

Now the focusis on Nevada. The Senate voted last week 60-39 to
approveadump siteinside YuccaM ountain, about 90 milesnorthwest
of LasVegas. Thesite, already under construction, wouldallow 77,000
tons of nuclear waste from 39 states to be moved to the site, where it
would be entombed.

Nevada, of course, isvociferously fighting thedecision, and despite
the Senatevoteand President Bush’sapproval, itisfar fromadonedeal .
Fivelawsuitsare pending against the project, and Nuclear Regul atory
Commission approval could take up to five years. Even supporters of
the project say it is optimistic to expect the site to be in operation by
2010.

Meanwhile, nuclear waste accumulates at 103 nuclear reactors and
morethan 30 other commercial, industrial and military sites.

Some who oppose the Yucca Mountain site argue that it would be
better toleavethewastewhereit isbecause of therisksin transporting
the radioactive material across country. But there also are dangersin
having waste in so many locationsrather than contained in one spot.

TheNevadasite, locatedinanisol ated area, ssemsareasonablechoice
— atleast tothoseof uswhoseback yardshavebeen spared. BothK ansas
senators, Pat Robertsand Sam Brownback, voted infavor of theYucca
Mountain location.

While Nevada' s resistance is understandabl e, the fact remains that
aslong asthis country depends on nuclear reactors, it must also deal
with thewaste.
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Iced tea anyone?

Whentheheat wavesof summer hit,icedteaand
lemonade are thedrinkswethink of. Thefollow-
ingisfrom*“lced Tea” by Fred Thompson.

Tea isbasically sold in three forms. Black tea
whichisthemost consumedtypeof tea. Black tea
goesthroughatotal oxidation (fermentation) pro-
cessbeforebeing heated and dried. Greenteagoes
through nofermentation. Oolongteaisfermented
somewhere between black and greentea. Oolong
isthetea preferred in Asia and has aluxurious,
smoky, almost peachy flavor. Herbal teainfusions
ortisanesaremadefromflowers, herbsand spices.
Hard iced teacontains a cohol.

Tomakestronger tea, add moreteabags(or loose
tea). Lengthening the steeping time bringsout its
bitterness and making the tannins more pro-
nounced. For weaker teareducethesteepingtime
rather than reducing the amount of tea. Start with
atwo minute reduction.

Putting hot teain acold refrigerator will cause
teato become cloudy. Let it cool before refriger-
ating. Adding someboilingwater tocloudy teawill
clear it sometimes. Keep your tea fresh. Drink
within two to three days. Threeregular sized tea
bags equal one family sized tea bag. Use three
tablespoons loose |eaf teain agallon of water to
brew loose | eaf teacold brew.

The author is from the South and likes his tea
very sweet so adjust amountsof sugar toyour taste.

It'sinteresting that the president of the Kansas
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Pineappletea cooler

11 cupscold water

6 regular sized hibiscus and rose hipsteabags

One12 ouncecanfrozen pineapplejuiceconcen-
trate, thawed

Insmall panbring 3 cupsof water toagentlebail.
Addteabags, cover andremovefromtheheat. L et
steep 15 minutes. Removeteabagswithout squeez-
ing them. Meantime, ina3 quart container stir the
pineapple juice concentrate into the remaining 8
cups of water. Add the steeped tea and stir. Cool,
chill and serveoverice.

Berry-spicediced tea

3 cupswater

3 regular sized black currant flavored tea bags
or 3teaspoonsblack currant flavored tealeaves

3 cinnamon sticks (about 3incheslong)

10cloves

1/3 cup granul ated sugar

1 1/2 cups cranberry juice cocktail

1 tablespoon freshly squeezed lemon juice

thinly sliced lemon for garnish optional

Bring water to boil inasmall pan. Add tea bags
or loosetea, cover and removefrom heat. Steepfor
10minutes. Removeteabagswithout squeezing or
strain out leaves. Add the cinnamon sticks, cloves
and sugar. Cover and cool to room temperature.
Strainliquidintoapitcher. Addthecranberry juice
andlemonjuice. Stir. Chill, serveover iceand gar-
nishwithlemonsdlice.

Outer banksfall tea

2 cups unsweetened brewed black tea, chilled

1 quart fresh applecider

1/4 cup freshly squeezed lemonjuice (11/2 lem-
ons)

Onel liter bottleginger ale, chilled

Mix brewed tea, applecider, andlemonjuiceto-
getherinal1/2 quart container. Keep chilled until
ready to use. Pour tea mixture into a2 1/2 quart
pitcher and slowly pour in ginger ale before serv-
ing and gently stir. Serveover ice.

Sugar syrup

11/2 cupscold water

1 cup granulated sugar

Combinesugar andwaterinasmall saucepan. Stir
over low heat until sugar is dissolved. When the
gritty sound stops. Bring to a bail, reduce heat to
simmer, and cook for about 10 minutes. Very hot.
If youspill itonyourself rinsewith cold water until
it'sall off. Let cool. Refrigerated will keepfor about
amonth, tightly covered.

Kerr likes idea of limiting sessions to 90 days

Senatehaspicked uponeof ourideas. Hemay even
think he thought of it first, whichis OK with us.

Dave Kerr, who is running for governor (isn't
everybody?), ispushing for a90-day limit on ses-
sionstoforcelegislatorstoget their work doneand
go home.

It'san ideathis newspaper has been behind for
sometime. During the past session, we noted that
thelegislators kept paying themselves even after
they knew the state was broke.

Membersget paid by theday, andthelonger they
stay in Topeka, themorethey make. Thelessthey
do, andthelessthey get along, thelonger they have
to stay.

Duh.

It'sasituation ripefor reform. Hurrah for Sen.
Kerrfor suggestingalimit. Wehopehe' || back pay
limits, too, becauseaslong asthey aregettingpaid,
it's pretty easy for legislators to hang around To-
peka.

NENEN

Can'tsay if it'satrend, but the aforementioned
Sen. Kerr sent hiswife out west to campaign for
him.

Patty Kerr wasin Goodland and several nearby
townslast week totalk up her husband’ scampaign.
Shesaidthey metwhilebothworkedat TWA'sthen
massiveoperationsinKansasCity. Thosewerethe

days.
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L ater, sheworked for Rep. Jerry Moran, so she
can claim some western Kansas credentials. And
now she'sout hererounding up voteswhile Dave
is, presumably, back east, wherethe votesare.

It makessenseto apoint, but therecomesatime
when the candidate needs to get out and meet
people, too. It’sniceto meet hiswife, but shewon't
besitting inthe governor’soffice.

Sen. Kerrisfrom Pratt and livesin Hutchinson,
so he's sort of on the cusp between western Kan-
sasandeasternK ansas. Bothtownsarewest of U.S.
81, but Hutchinson usually claims honorary sta-
tusinthe east.

Come out and show us your cowboy boots,
Dave.

(1111

Kansas may be unique in having a three-party
Legidlature.

Most states where one party has the kind of
maj ority theRepublicanshavehere, theparty rules.

Not Kansas.

Kansas Republicans have been the majority
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party for so long, they have to fight among them-
selves. The Democratsjust aren't up toit.

Kansanskeep sending Republicanstothel egis-
lature, even though it seems they seldom do any-
thing but fight. Guessthey liketheir politicsinter-
esting.

Exceptforafew brief years, the" moderate” wing
of the party usually elects the leaders, while the
conservatives mostly sit around and complain.

Neither sidehasenough votesto enforceitswill,
though, and bothwill deal withtheDemocratswhen
it suitsthem.

Themoderates (or liberals) back bigger govern-
ment and more spending, the conservatives abhor
that. Andthe Democrats, weknow which sidethey
areon—intheend.

The moderates descend roughly from the ol d-
timeprogressive Republicansonceled by menlike
Frank Carlson, Andy Schoeppel, Alf Landonand a
fellow named L acy Haynes. Somewherealongthe
way, though, they hitched their star to Big Govern-
ment.

Andwhilethe conservativesaretarred ascrazy,
they oftenhavemoresensewhenit comestomoney.
They argueforlessgovernment, morefreedom, and
by theway, lady, don’t you go havin’ an abortion.

What asystem.
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