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By Tom Betz
The Goodland Daily News

Over ayear ago, Brewster-based
S& T Telephone announced plans
to expand into Goodland and
Colby with modern fiber optic
communi cations services.

The company proved it was se-
rious by obtaining a franchise in
each city, and after doing acitizen
survey, announced it would be
burying cableand offering phone,
Internet and cable television ser-
Vices.

S& T madeadeal for downtown
property south of the school dis-
trict officefor salesand switching
offices.

In August, the firm announced
FrtizDokeof Edsonwould behan-
dling the marketing department
and Gary Slough of Goodland
would serve asdirector of sales.

The firm planned to start con-
struction right away, and a sign
went up onthenow-vacant lot, but
engineering designs delayed the
building. Over the fall and early
spring, S& T installed lines be-
tween Brewster and Goodland.

Construction began with a
groundbreakingonApril 27.S& T
President Steve Richards and
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A sign the Brewster-based S&T telephone company put outS|de the Goodland office, which is currently be—

ing built on Main Ave. The office should be done this fall.

Goodland Mayor Tom Rohr turned
spadesof dirt and talked about the
futureof expanded phoneservices.

Even before the ground break-
ing, the process of digging holes
and burying cable had begun.

The EagleMed air ambulance landed in Goodland in April.
Photo by Rachel Miscall/The Goodland Daily News

Workersarerunninglinesfromthe
alley to homes, then they will lay
themain cablesdown alleys.

A crew fromMasTecof Shelvin,
Minn., usesaboringrigat theedge
of the property lineinan alley to

Photo by Doug Stephens/The Goodland Daily News

tunnel a hole for cable to each
house. Thecableispushedthrough
theground, and comesout at ahole
workers dig at the housg, at |east
wheretheresidentshaveagreedto
haveadrop.

“Wedo it thisway so we don't
havetodiguptheentireyard,” said
Eric Swanson, aworker on the
crew.

Currently, there are five crews
moving through thealleysinstall-
ing the main lines. Rhodes Con-
struction isdoing the work on the
office, said Slough, and they are
right where they should be or
maybealittle ahead.

The floors and basement are
poured and the interior frame is
mostly finished. The building
should be finished by early fall,
Slough said.

The first floor will have 6,000
squarefeet, hesaid, and thebuild-
ing hasafull basement. Whenitis
done, hesaid, the officewill have
asalesfloor,acommercial produc-
tion room, and cabling for the
firm’ sservices.

The company is a co-operative
owned by itscustomers. It will of -
fer local and long distance tele-
phoneservice, Internetand digital
subscriber line connections and
cabletelevision.

Thesalesroomwill display tele-
phones, computers, and whatever

Phone company expandmg into city

See PHONE, Page -

Plane brings better health care

EagleMed moves air ambulance to Goodland from Hays in April

By Rachel Miscall
The Goodland Daily News

When the EagleMed air ambu-
lancelanded at Goodland’ sairport
on April 15, it brought new jobs
and better, faster medical careto
thisarea.

The Wichita-based company
moved oneof itsfour twin-turbine
airplanesfrom Hays, whereit had
been stationed since 1994, to
Renner Field, ending fiveyearsof
discussions and months of prepa-
ration.

Don McElroy, EagleMed pro-
gram director in Wichita, said the
company had been considering
moving the Beech King Air C-90
to Goodland for five years, but
hadn’t made any plans until last
summer.

Last June, the Goodland Re-
gional Medical Center boardheard
presentationsfromthreeair ambu-
lance firms that wanted to base
planesin Goodland. Board mem-
bers flew to Wichitato check out
the EagleMed operation and de-

cided in July to go with the com-
pany.

McElroy said it took seven
monthsto hireand train acrew of
12. Kansans from the Sherman
County areaand as far away as
Manhattan came here to operate
theservice. ThreeEagleM ed pilots
fromHaysagreedtotaketurnsliv-
ing in Goodland to fly patientsto
larger hospitals.

Moving the plane to Goodland

See AIRPLANE, Page -
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Some customers may get
service as soon as this fall

PHONE, from Page 1

el sethecompany decidestosdll, Sloughsaid.
Intheproductionroom, thecompany will put
together televisionadstoput onitscablesys-
tem.

The basement doesn’t have aspecific use
right now, Slough said, but it will probably
be used for storage and asastorm shelter.

“We're pretty flexible with the basement
right now,” hesaid. “It will giveusroomto
expand.”

Theswitchesfor thetelephonesystemwill
be kept in aroom with brick walls, Slough
said, which the company callsthevault.

“Wewant to keep them in aheavily-built
room,” Slough said, “to protect them from
storms, so service doesn’t go out.”

The company can't start service until the

switches areinstalled, Slough said, but the |

building doesn’'t have to be completely fin-
ished to put themin.

Some peoplewill startto get serviceinthe
fall, Slough said, but because the work is
donein sections, others may not get any un-
til next year.

“Itisstill along-term project,” hesaid.

Up to 10 people will work at the office,
Slough said, and several technicianswill be
based there.

Thecompany alsoisbuilding an officein
Colby.

“We are very excited to be doing this,”
Sloughsaid. “ Peopleinthecommunity have
really been receptiveto us. We are going to
bealocal provider for these services.”
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An S&T worker used equipment to drill holes near homes in Goodland to install cable.
Photo by Doug Stephens/The Goodland Daily News
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John Borra is one of three pilots from Hays who fly the EagleMed airplane here.

Photo by Rachel Miscall/The Goodland Daily News

Plane reduces transport time

AIRPLANE, from Page 1

and replacing it with a helicopter in Hays,
McElroy said, will make transporting criti-
caly ill and trauma patients from this area
much faster. Jay Jolly, Goodland Regional
Medical Center administrator, said having
theair ambulanceherewill cut transporttime
in half.

McElroy said the plane, which fliesabout
240 m.p.h., will cover Colby, St. Francis,
Atwood, Oberlin, Oakley and eastern Col o-
rado. John Borra, oneof thepil ots, said most
patientswill beflownto hospitalsin Wichita
and Denver, and most peoplefrom Goodland
will goto Denver.

Headdedthat hehasflown patientsto sne-

cialistsall over thecountry.

Jeff Krall, director of emergency medical
services at the hospital, said he is excited
about having the plane here. It can beinthe
air within 10 minutes of acall, he said, be-
cause Goodland’ sairportisso closetotown
and the hospital.

Krall said EagleMed staff is helping the
hospital beef up its ground ambulance ser-
vice, too.

Hesaid thefirmishelping to establish an
Advanced Life Support ambulance service
here, which will allow patientsto get better
medical careduringtheir triptothehospital.

The hospital has already bought a more
advanced ambulance and is getting extra
trainina for volunteers.

KEEP UP THE
PROGRESS GOODLAND!
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From Bash to Beautiful

Whether it's afender bender or amgjor collision,

you’'ll know that your vehicleis being repaired to
its pre-accident condition at

Lonny’s Quality Auto Body, Inc.
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Lonny’s highly trained & certified
technicians restored this “ beyond
repair” pickup back to factory

Goodland Development Corp. members picked up trash people no longer had use for in

preparation for the Junk Parade in September.
Photo by Rachel Miscall/The Goodland Daily News

Groups working

to attract business

People come together for economic developme

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Daily News

The past year has brought a new empha-
sistothe Sherman County economic devel-
opment efforts, withtheappearanceof anew
promotion group and the loss of another
major businesson Main Street.

During the year there were rumors about
anew packing plant, the opening of anew
fertilizer firm, an effort to start adowntown
grocery store, the loss of a potential cata-
logue store, the beginning of the new tele-
phoneoptionand questionsabout theeffec-
tiveness of the existing economic devel op-
ment committee.

In May, anew energetic force arrived in
Goodland intheform of Schyler Goodwin,
who hit the ground running and began try-
ing to move Goodland forward with hisvi-
sion of greatnessfor thecity. Hebeganral-
lying the young troops of the county, |ook-
ing for ways to affect the future direction,
and beginning to ask questions about why
thingswere not changing.

Goodwin, with the help of his family
connections at Bankwest, sought to create
an economic devel opment foundation that
would be ableto attract outside money and
build a$3 millionsportsarena. It seemedto
be an unreachable goal, but Goodwin kept
sayingit could happenwiththecooperation
of the people of the county.

TheGoodland Development Corp. saidits
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One entry in the Junk Parade, which will be
held again in September.

Photo by Rachel Miscall/The Goodland Daily News

motto is“Don’t worry about the horse be-
ing blind, just load thewagon.”

Memberssaidit described their purpose.
The eight-member group wanted to make
changesin the city, some big and some
small, and they had faith their planswould
cometogether.

Goodwin said membersidentified prob-
lemsthey saw in Goodlandand cameupwith
solutions. He said they’ re not interested in

See DEVELOPMENT, Page 4
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Nancy Kear, Randy Selbe, Scott Gilmer, Matt Murray,
Tim Dinkel, Robert Rall
The area’s finest ASE certified technicians use only the finest
industry equipment in returning your damaged vehicle to factory
standards. We offer this state-of-the-art equipment:

“SjalipyloEas Paint Booth & Oven bakes on paint

factory quality finish

GENESIS. Computerized Damage Analysis And Repair Verification
 Kansas Jack Magna Rack 11

* BASF R-M Urethane Diamont Paint Mixing System

» Computer estimating system
» Auto Glass Replacement

LONNY'S @

QUALITY AUTO BODY, INC.

1933 Caldwell
Goodland, KS. 67735 « (785) 899-6311

The Collision Specialists since 1975
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Group starts p

DEVELOPMENT, from Page 1

havinglong discussionsabout theproblems
or listening to reasons why it’simpossible
to solvethem.

Oneof thegroup’ sfirst actionswastoplan
a“junk parade” which got peopleto gather
up thingsthat had been cluttering yardsand
garagesand paradeit al tothelandfill. The
parade was a success.

The second junk parade will be held Sat-
urday, Sept. 7. Goodwinsaid therewill bea
benefit concert by the Mad Cows and the
CarnegieArt Center will holdarecycledart
contest.

Thecorporationalsoassistedinstartinga
Big Brothers/Big Sisters program through
the Regional Prevention Center. The
Goodland Development Corp. closed their
offices in February, but the efforts of the
group continuein the programs created.

Convinced there was grant money avail-
able projects, Goodwin went to the school
district, thecity commissionandthecounty
commissioners with anideato hire agrant
writer. It took someeffort and timeto orga-
nize the program, but it has been accom-
plished and Penny Nemechek hasbeenhired
asthegrant writer.

Nemechek told the county commission-
ers Tuesday she has submitted a grant re-
quest on behalf of the school district, andis
looking at alist of projectsfor thecity. The
county commissionersgave her ashortlist,
and she said she would begin looking for
grantsto fit the needs. She said she hasin-
formation on at least two grants that may
help the revived economic development
program.

At the same time, the Goodland Area
Chamber of Commerce and Sherman
County wereworkingonagrant throughthe
Northwest Kansas Planning and Develop-
ment of Hill City to aid new businesses
through small start-up loans.

The county was approved for a$100,000
revolving“microloan” programby thestate
Department of CommerceandHousing. The
program provides up to $15,000 to small
businesses seeking to start up or expand.
Applications are available at the Chamber

arade to clean up ci
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Aboy adorned in newspaper and trash bags parumpated ina costume contest durmg the Junk Parade in September.

or the county clerk’ soffice.

Another citizen group began holding
meetings and seeking pledgesto finance a
new downtown grocery store. The group
raised morethan half what they estimated it
would taketo open anew grocery store, but
theeffort hasrunintoasnaginfindingasuit-
ablelocation.

TheSept. 11terrorist attacksput any hope
of anew commercial airlineson hold for a
long time with all the new restrictions and
requirementsthat followed.

Thesamemonth, thecounty commission-
ersattended an economic devel opment ses-
sioninWakKeeney andheardaninspirational
talk by Dr. Ernesto Siralli, founder of the
Siralli Institute. The state was looking for

regional groupswith aminimum of 15,000
population to put the Sirolli idea of enter-
prise facilitation into practice, and the
county commissionersasked the surround-
ing countiesif they would be interested in
joining together to form aprogram.

There was little interest in nearby coun-
ties, but Commissioner Chuck Frankenfeld
attended a meeting in Leoti where another
group wastrying to organize. Those coun-
tiespresent werewillingto accept Sherman
County aspart of the proposed group, and a
plan was drafted to apply for one of three
stategrants.

Enterprisefacilitationisagrassrootsway
of hel ping new businessesand existing busi-
nessessucceed, thegrouplearned. Theidea

Photo by Rachel Miscall/The Goodland Daily News

isto usetheintelligence of the community
to find waysto help small businesses.

Dr. Sirolli explained that each person has
apassion, and in many businesses that is
wheretheideacomesfrom. A personcanbe
passionate about manufacturing a product,
or marketing aspectsor thefinancial end, he
said. Theproblemisthat thereisnoway for
most peopl eto bepassionateabout all three,
whichiskey tobusi nesssuccess. Heseesthe
enterprise facilitation program as away to
makesureeach small businesshasabal ance
of all threeto ensure success.

The six-county consortium of Sherman,
Greeley, Wichita, Scott, Lane and Kearny

See DEVELOPMENT, Page 8

UNRUH

FAMILY CHIROPRACTIC CENTER
Dr. Sid A. Unruh

Family & Sports Chiropractic Care \“l“‘z;'@ £
Mon., Tues., Fri. 8 a.m.-6 p.m. “DE!?’;*A
Wednesday 8 a.m.-7 p.m. Chirﬁﬁ?\' -
Thurs. & Sat. 8 a.m.-1 p.m. i
Palmer College of Chiropractic Graduate.
785-899-BACK

(2225)

Walk-Ins Welcome - After Hours Appointments
1109 Main « Goodland, Kan.

Picnic in the Park

Featuring
Chester
Fried Chicken

Eat in or carry out
Mon.- Sat. 11:00 am. - 8:00 p.m.

1016 MaineGoodland, KS*899-3911




