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commentary

from other pens...

Bush remains popular
amid growing fears

TheAmericanpubliccontinuestorally around President Bushinpublic
opinion pollseven asthey grow anxious about the economy, uncertain
about administration policiesandworried about the country’sdirection.

The president’s resilient connection with the public, forged during
the shock of the Sept. 11 terrorist attacksand his much-praised efforts
torally the frightened country, has been very slow to wear away.

“Whatever has happened, the publicis still using terrorism and na-
tional security asthebasisof judging thepresident’ sperformance,” said
Robert Shapiro, aColumbiaUniversity political scientist.

Thepublic correlatesBush’ ssuccesswith successinthewar against
terrorism and not other policies in much the same way it connected
President Clinton’s success with the strength of the economy and not
hismoral fiber, Shapiro said.

Pollsdonethisweek by ABC-Washington Post and CBS-New York
Timesconfirmedthegrowingfearsabout theeconomy andthegenera
directionof thecountry. Bush'sjob approval rating wasaround 70 per-
centin both polls, closeto whereit’sbeen over the past two months.

The public tendsto give Bush abreak when asked whether he cares
about the needs and problems of ordinary people. Two-thirds said in
theCBS-Timespoll that Bush caresabout their needs, whilefewer than
half saidthat about hisadministration. Bushhasremained popular even
though amajority thinksbig business hastoo much influence on him.

“GeorgeW. Bushhasthearmor of commander in chief which sustains
high numbers despite an economic crisis,” said conservative political
analyst Marshall Wittmann. Hesaid the publicwoul d stay withBush“ as
long as physical security ismoreimportant than fiscal security.”

But Wittmannwarned: “We' reonthe precipi ceof apotential change
of the balance between national security and financial security.”

WhileBush'sjobapproval and personal popularity haveinched down
somewhat, they continue to soar above public concerns about other
issues. The political landscape between the two partiesremainsrela-
tively even, although both partiesarescrambling for positionamid high
public concerns about corporate accounting scandals.

Somethink Bush’'sapproval ratings have remained high because he
led the country through ashock ayear ago that was so powerful.

“The shock value of 9-11 was so great relativeto other military en-
gagements and Bush’s response resonated so well with the public ...
that it hasbrought himanextrameasureof support,” said ThomasMann,
apolitical analyst at the Brookings Institution.

A Pew Research Center analysi sof Bush suggestshissupport hasfallen
off dightly among independents and dramatically among Democrats.

Theanalysissuggested those who approve of hishandling of terror-
ism but not hishandling of the economy make up afifth or less of the
population. That group’s approval of the president has dropped from
seven-in-10in September to four-in-10 now. If that group growsinthe
coming monthsthe presidents’ ratings could suffer.

Political analysts agree the coming weeks and months will be cru-
cial to the political health of the president and those around him. The
shift in recent pollsthat indicated slightly more people now think the
country isheaded down thewrong track isawarning sign.

Public opinion analyst Karlyn Bowman said she's watching that
number carefully becauseit’ softenaleadingindicator for other changes.

“It often leads to changes in the president’s approval rating,” said
Bowman, who iswith theAmerican Enterprise Institute. “ It certainly
didfor hisfather.”

Shesaid alot of developments from the stock market slump to the
corporate scandal sto troubleswith the Catholic Church could be con-
tributing to concerns about the country’sdirection.

“It'savery crucia timefor this administration, the first major test
since9-11,” Bowmansaid. “ Someof these problemsarenot within his
control, but he hasto appear to bein control of them.”

EDITOR SNOTE —WII Lester coverspoliticsand polling for The
Associated Press.

The Goodland Daily News

(USPS No. 222-460. ISSN 0893-0562)
Member: Kansas Press Association
The Associated Press
Inland Press Association Colorado Press Association

National Newspaper Association

e-mail: daily@nwkansas.com
2002

ASSOCIATL
MIEMBER

Steve Haynes, President
Tom Betz, Editor/Editorial Page
Rachel Miscall, Managing Editor
Pat Schiefen, Copy Editor
Doug Stephens, Sports Editor
Sharon Corcoran, Society Editor
Eric Yonkey, Bill Wagoner, Judy Harper, Advertising Sales
Skilar Boland, Adv. Production Sheila Smith, Office Manager

S
&~
E;

S5 ASSocIATIO

T,

COLORADO

PRESS

ASSOCIATION

Nor’west Press
Jim Bowker, General Manager
Richard Westfahl Ron VanLoenen Judy McKnight
Betty Morris Mary Jo Tapparo Lana Westfahl

[
. nwkansas.com

N.T. Betz, Director of Internet Services (nbetz@nwkansas.com)
Evan Barnum, Systems Admin.(support@nwkansas.com)

Publisheddaily except Saturday and Sunday andtheday observedfor New Year's
Day, Memorial Day, Fourthof July, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day and Christmas
Day, at 1205 Main St., Goodland, Kan. 67735.

Periodicals postage paid at Goodland, Kan. 67735; entered at the Goodland,
Kan., Post Office under theAct of Congressof March 8, 1878.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Goodland Daily News, 1205
Main St., Goodland, Kan. 67735.

TELEPHONE: (785) 899-2338. Editorial e-mail: daily@nwkansas.com. Ad-
vertising questions can be sent to: gdnadv@nwkansas.com

The Goodland Daily News assumes no liability for mistakesor omissionsin
advertising or failureto publish beyond the actual cost of the ad.

SUBSCRIPTIONS: In Sherman County and adjacent counties: three months,
$25; six months, $42; 12 months, $79. Out of area, weekly mailing of fiveissues:
three months, $30; six months, $45; 12 months, $80. By mail daily in Kansas,
Colorado: 12 months, $115. (All tax included.)

Incorporating: SHERMAN Co
The Sherman THE ST * 1”%”
County Herald Founded by Eric and
Founded by Thomas McCants Roxie Yonkey
1935-1989 1994-2001
Nor’West Newspapers

Haynes Publishing Company

ETrA ©2002 FORT WORTH $TAR TELEGRAM~—

Hueme

T THINK YQU
COULD \NCREASE YOUR

50 |F YOU ACCOUNTEP
FOR GAINS BEFORE
APPLYING TRE
MUSTARD

PROFITS BY A MILLION QR

Afghan women must have well of courage

I don’t know about you, but I’ ve always had a
pretty healthy self-image.

| don’t think | could stand to live under the
former-Taliban regimein Afghanistan, but many
forward-thinking, career-mindedwomenhadtodo
it. WeAmerican women don’t realize how great
we'vegotit!

Ane-mail message putsit into perspective:

On the left is Katie Harmon, Miss America,
wearingaswimsuit shechosefor thecompetition.
Ontheright isatypical Afghan girl, wearing the
heavy, smothering burquarequired by the Taliban
regime.

MissAmericaisajunior at Portland StateUniver-
sity, hoping to eventually get aMaster’s degreein
Bioethics. MissAfghanistan isforbidden from re-
ceivingany educationat all and cannot read or write.

Miss America has worked as alab assistant at
both the Oregon Health Sciences University and
the University of Puget Sound. MissAfghanistan
isforbidden from working.

MissAmerica sfatherisanengineer; her mother
isateacher. MissAfghanistan’sfather wasshot by
agang of Taliban militants. Her mother begs for
bread scraps since she cannot work or remarry.

Miss Americawowed the judges by singing a
Puccini aria. MissAfghanistanisforbidden from
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singing or even listening to music of any kind.

MissAmericawill be traveling the nation non-
stop during her reign. Miss Afghanistan cannot
leave her house without a male family member,
cannot drive, and cannot be out after dark.

MissAmericais an advocate for breast cancer
research. MissAfghanistan cannot betreated by a
maledoctor, and for all practical purposes, hasno
accessto medical treatment of any kind.

Miss Americacan date, marry, or divorce any-
one she chooses. MissAfghanistan will be stoned
todeathif caughtinthecompany of amaleoutside
of her family. Sheislikely to be sold into an ar-
ranged marriage to a man who aready has two
wives.

Miss Americawears sunscreen on the beach to
keep from burning. MissAfghanistan cannot live
in a house with windows unless they are painted
black. Sinceshemustwear aburquaoutside, her
paletranslucent skin hasnot seen aray of sunlight

inyears.

MissAmericacouldhavebeendisqualifiedif her
swimsuit did not meet pageant standards. Miss
Afghanistan canbefloggedif theholesinthemesh
covering her facearetoo large.

MissAmericawill decidehow many children, if
any, she wants to have. Miss Afghanistan will be
pregnant 3-4 timesmore often than MissAmerica.
Unfortunately, her babiesare25timesmorelikely
todieinthefirst year. Oneout of four will not see
their 5th birthday.

MissAmericais mgjoring in speech communi-
cations. MissAfghanistanisforbiddenfrom speak-
inginpublic.

MissAmericais21. Sincethe U.S. life expect-
ancy for women is 80, she's still avery young
woman. MissAfghanistanisalso 21, but sincethe
life expectancy for an Afghan woman is 43, next
year she'll be“over-the-hill.” (Afghanistanisone
of theonly countriesintheworldwherelifeexpect-
ancy for women isshorter than for men.)

MissAmericaisabeautiful, intelligent woman,
and everyoneknowsit. MissAfghanistan could be
abeautiful, intelligent woman, but noonewill ever
know it.

Pleasepray for theAfghanwomenandtheir coun-
try. May noformof theTalibanever rulethereagain.

Bible stories about triumphs, trials are examples

My last five columns have counted down half
of my top 10|ist of reasons everyone should read
the Bible. Reason no. 10isthe Bible'saccount of
earth’s creation; no. 9 isthe Bible moves hearts;
no. 8isitistheonly guidetoreligioustruth; no. 7
isitisaguidebook for living and teaches|essons
onlife; and no. 6isit chroniclesthe formation of
the Christian congregation.

Thisweek’s column is about the no. 5 reason:
the Bible's stories about men’s triumphs and tri-
a sgiveexamplesfor usto emulatetoday, andthey
build our faith.

Peopletoday tendtolook for heroesamong pro-
fessional athletes, movie stars and other celebri-
ties, and, especially since Sept. 11, many have
viewed firemen, police officers and emergency
medical professionalsas heroes.

While these people have accomplished alot in
their lives, the heroes Christians really need are
oneswho have had extraordinary faith in God.

Hebrews chapter 11 condensesalist of faithful
men and women of long ago; more details about
their livesarefoundthroughout theHebrew Scrip-
tures (or Old Testament) of the Bible. One thing
all of theseindividuals had in commonisfaithin
God.

Hebrews 11:1, 2 says, “Faith isthe assured ex-
pectation of thingshopedfor, theevident realities
though not beheld. For by means of thisthe men
of old times had witness borneto them.”

Faithisbased on something sure. Hebrews6:18
sayswhat it iswe can be sure of, “in order that,
through two unchangeable thingsin which it is
impossiblefor Godtolie, wewho havefledtothe
refugemay havestrong encouragementtolay hold
onthe hope set before us.”

Godhasmade promisesto mankindinregardto
our eternal future, and Hecannot lie. What He has
promised will happen, and that iswhat Hisfaith-
ful servants have had faith in throughout history.

Hebrews 11:24-26 gives a glimpse of Moses
example of faith, “By faith Moses, when he was
come to years, refused to be called the son of
Pharaoh’s daughter; choosing rather to suffer af-
fliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the
pleasures of sin for a season; esteeming the re-
proach of Christ greater richesthan the treasures
in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence
of thereward.”

What afine example M oses set by choosing to
serve God even though it meant giving up the
richesand prominent position he had in Egypt!

Hebrews 11:32, 33 lists several other “heroes’
fromthepast andtheir actsof faith, “ Thetimewill
fail meif | go onto relate about Gideon, Barak,
Samson, Jephthah, David as well as Samuel and
the other prophets, who through faith defeated
kingdomsin conflict, effected righteousness, ob-
tained promises, stopped the mouths of lions.”

The man who stopped the mouths of lionsis
Daniel, whose story many are familiar with, who
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was put inthe pit of lionsfor refusing to obey the
king's order not to pray to any god or man other
thantheking. God miraculously protected Daniel
from the lions overnight, and he was released in
themorning.

Daniel had three friends, Shadrach, Meshach
and Abednego, who faced a similar test of faith
whentheking of Babylon put upagoldimageand
required everyone to worship the image; anyone
who didn’t would be thrown into afurnace.

Verses22, 23 say, “ Just becausetheking’ sword
was harsh and the furnace was heated to excess,
these able-bodied men that took up Shadrach,
M eshach and Abednego werethe onesthat thefi-
ery flamekilled. But theseother able-bodied men,
thethree of them. . . fell down bound inthe midst
of the burning fiery furnace.”

King Nebuchadnezzar saidinverse 25, “ Look!
| am beholding four able-bodied men walking
about freein the midst of thefire, and thereisno
hurt to them, and the appearance of thefourth one
isresembling ason of thegods.”

God sent an angel to protect the men; they sur-
vived the fire and were rescued. But they surely
must havebeen afraid of beingthrownintothefire;
itwasso hot it burned up themenwhothrew them
in! But maintaining pure worship of God rather
than worshipping idols was more important to
themthan their lives.

Some may feel that they could never liveup to
suchexampl es, but eventhebest examplesamong
God' spast servantswerenot perfect. M oseslacked
confidencein his speaking skillsand had to have
hisbrother Aaron hel phiminapproachingthePha-
raoh of Egypt to ask for theIsraelites’ release.

Jonah was so afraid to do what God assigned to
him that he tried to run away; he had to be swal-
lowed by alargefish andbemiracul ously rescued
before he would go to Nineveh as God assigned
himto do.
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Letter Policy

The Goodland Daily News encourages and
welcomes letters from readers. Letters should
be typewritten, and must include a telephone
number and a signature. Unsigned letters will
not be published. Form letterswill be rejected,
aswill letters deemed to be of no public inter-
est or considered offensive. We reservetheright
to edit lettersfor length and good taste. We en-
courage | etters, with phone numbers, by e-mail

to: <daily@nwkansas.com>.

After his rescue from the fish, Jonah went tc
Nineveh to proclaim that the city would be de
stroyed because of the inhabitants' wickedness
How did they respond to Jonah’s message?

Chapter 3, verse 5 says, “ So the people of
Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed afast, anc
put onsackcloth, fromthegreatest of them eventc
theleast of them.”

TheNinevitesrepented of their wickedness anc
expressed sorrow over their actions. Verse 10 say:
God decided to spare them. Was Jonah happy tha
his message caused the whole city to repent? No
hehad said thecity would bedestroyed, and now i
wouldn’t be, so hewasangry at God.

Jonah 4:1 says, “ To Jonah, though, it was highly
displeasing, and he got to be hot with anger.”

It took another lesson from God to show Jonal
that heshould have had sympathy for the peopleof
Nineveh rather than want them to die when they
were sorry for their past wrongs.

This gives us confidence that God doesn’t give
uponuswhenwemakemistakesor giveintowrong
thinking; Hetriesto help usdo better. He even al-
lowed hissonto suffer and dieasasacrificefor ou
sins.

An everlasting future awaits all who serve Goc
faithfully, eventhoughwemakemistakesat times
This was a promise God’s servants of the pas
looked forward to and one we can have faithin as
well.
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