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Goodland’s taxes not too high

AUDIT, from Page 1

northwest Kansas and had similar
popul ations. Goodland’smill levy for
property tax wasabout $50 per $1,000
appraised property last year, higher
than Col by at $38 and Paolaat $42, and
lower than Russell at $51, Concordia
$58, and Larned $77.

That’snot exactly afair comparison,
VonFeldt said, because not every city
providesthe same services.

His company then compared al of
the property taxeslevied in thecities,
including those collected for counties
and school districts. Peoplein Good-
land pay atotal $137 for $1,000 of
property, higher only than Colby at
$135. Paolawas $143, Russell $157,
Concordia$181 and Larned $200.

The auditorsthen looked at all fees
collectedinthecities, including prop-
erty and sal estaxes, utilities, finesand
permits. In Goodland, $632 was col-

lected per personin 2001, higher than
Russell at $577, but lower than the
other four cities. Larned collected $644
per person, Concordia $662, Colby
$742 and Paola $952.

“When you do something like this,
you can't just look at the city,”
VonFeldt said. “In other places, the
county might providethisfunction, or
the city might take on extra.

“Lookingatitasawhole, Goodland
isright towards the bottom of the cit-
ies. Second lowest, in fact.”

In other business:

« Schyler Goodwin said hewasplan-
ningasecond“ Junk Parade’ tobeheld
Saturday, Sept. 7, and asked the com-
missionersif he could useapark for a
barbecue and benefit concert by the
Mad Cows. They told Goodwintotalk
to Ed Wolak, public works director,
and find out what was needed.

* Pickmantoldthecommissionersit
would not be agood ideato refinance

outstanding city bondsright now. The
companieswho offeredto dothework
said they could not guarantee the city
would save any money. The time to
refinance them, Pickman said, would
beif thecity decidedtoissuenew ones
for anew project.

» Thecommissionamendedanordi-
nanceconcerningwater tapfees. A sen-
tence was|eft off when the ordinance
wasfirst passed and published.

» The commissioners thanked the
city employees for the work they did
putting together numbersfor the bud-
get.

» Commissioner Rick Billinger said
hethought there should beadumpster
placed somewhere in town where
people could take metal or wood. The
other commissioners asked what the
city would dowithit becausethetrash
truckscan’tlift suchaheavy dumpster.

“1 just thought | would bring it up,”
Billinger said.
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A chart shows the total amount of
property taxes paid by residents of
Concordia, Goodland, Russell,
Colby, Larned and Paola. Peoplein
Goodland pay less than every city
except Colby.

Chart by VonFeldt, Bauer and VonFeldt

Candidate wants to change insurance regulation

RILEY, from Page 1

nisWilsonfor statetreasurer and Phill
Kline for attorney general. Riley at-
tended their meeting at the Veteransof
Foreign Wars hall, which Sen. Stan
Clark set up and Rep. Jim Morrison
attended.

Riley, a Kansas State University
graduate, said for six yearsheworked
inWashingtonD.C. for“ Citizensfora
Sound Economy,” an organizationthat
fought to stop Hillary Clinton’s pro-
posed health care program frombeing
implemented. During that time, Riley
said, he became interested in health
insurance.

He said he'll work for a more cus-
tomer-driven insurance industry, in-

stead of one controlled by thegovern-
ment.

“Inmy opinion,” Riley said, “ people
havetheright tobeabletochoosetheir
own benefits, not havethegovernment
tell them what they should have.”

As insurance commissioner, Riley
said hewould push the Legislatureto
give people the choice of how much
they pay for healthinsurance by mak-
ing government-mandated benefits
optional. That way, he said, people
with less money could still afford a
basic plan.

A few yearsago, Riley said, people
may have thought he was crazy, but
now it's starting to sound like a good
idea.

“Today with prices going up,” he

Glass door shattered at junior high

A custodian at Grant Junior High
found the glassin one of the school’s
front doorsshatteredwhen hereported
to work Monday morning.

Chuck L utters, school maintenance,
said the man saw that one of thedoors
facing 12th Street wasbusted, and no-
ticed the bottlewhich did the damage.

“Thisisnothing new,” Lutterssaid.

“There are lots of times somebody is
monkeying around and throws some-
thing through a window or a door or
shootsaBB-gunatone. | wishitwasn't
likethat, but thesethingskeep happen-
ing.”

Theschool district reportedthedam-
age to the police department, which
saiditisbeinginvestigated.

said, “people are desperate for solu-
tions. With some leadership, it's
achievable.”

He said Democrat Kathleen
Sebelius, the current insurance com-
missioner whoisrunningfor governor,
sometimes acts for her own political
gain, not what’sbest for customers.

Riley said decisions Sebelius has
made, including blocking the sale of
Blue Cross-Blue Shield of Kansas to
an out-of-state company, will ulti-
mately mean higher premiums for
Kansans.

Responding to aquestion at the re-
ception, Riley said hewouldn’t “rub-
ber stamp” thedeal, but feelsSebelius
had no legal reasons for stopping the
merger. Shedidit, hesaid, to help her

chances of winning the governor’s
seat.

Stopping companies from raising
ratesonly drivesthem out of the state,
Riley said.

Riley said hewantsto make compa-
niesfeel welcomein Kansas.

“I1f youcreateanenvironmentwhere
it's possible for them to make a buck,
therewill bebusinesshere,” hesaid. If
youmakeit difficult, they’ Il stay out.”

Riley doesn’'t haveexperienceinthe
state Legislature like his opponent
Sandy Praeger does, but he saysthat’s
to hisbenefit, not his detriment.

“1 think having real world business
experienceisalot morevaluablethan
beingalegisator for thelast 20years,”
hesaid.
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1502 Vine St., Hays, KS
785-621-2050

Www.prairiepapers.com

Your Full-line
Scrapbook and
Rubber Stamp

Store!

Hours:
Tues. - Sat. 10-7
Sun. 1-5
Closed Mon.
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Atits meeting Monday, the Goodland
School Board will:

* Hear an update on the Edson gym
appraisal. The board has discussed re-
considering an offer on the gym.

+ Discuss the high school’s discipline
policy.

* Hear an update from Penny
Nemechek, the new grant writer.

* Review bids on gasoline to fill the

School Meeting

new tanks at the district’s bus barn.

+ Talk about the 2002-2003 budget.

« Listen to an update on summer
projects.

« Discuss where to deposit money.

* Look over Head Start contracts.
Head Start is a program to get kids
ready for school.

The board will meet at 7 p.m. in the
administration office on Main Ave.

KLINE, from Page 1

drew on my own considerationto run
for attorney general. Anything to the
contrary isfalse.”

Kline also suggested reporterscon-
tact the White House.

Inaddition, he said he did not know
whether Democratically controlled
Senate Judiciary Committee would
have accepted his nomination.

Kline told The Kansas City Star he
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*CARS -
2002 Cavalier Z-24
2001 Pontiac Grand Am-4
dr.
2001 Pontiac Grand Am-2
soLD
2001 Chevy ImpalalLS
2001 Chevy Malibu LS
2001 Pontiac Sunfire
2001 Dodge Stratus - 2dr.
2000 Dodge Neon LX
1999 Pontiac Sunfire
1999 Chrysler 300 M
1999 Concorde LX
1999 Ford Escorsxxe D
1998 Pontiac Grand Am GT
1998 Monte CarlodS1LLD
1998 Pontiac Grand Am
1998 Ghtpsl€PCirrus LXI
1998 Chevy Malibu
1998 Volkswagen Beetle
1997 Plymouth Breeze
1996 Chevy Corsica
1996 Pontiac Grand Prix
1996 Dodge Intrepid

930 S. RANGE

dr.

Your KEY to business success.

Have your name up front when a customer needs you.

Repetitive advertising is the key to opening the door to new customers.

[Tt Steet

New Hours

Mon., Wed., Fri.:
1p.m.to7:30 p.m.
walk-ins

b
Slat

Master Barber & Stylist,
Cynthia Bohl
785-899-6544

Tues. & Thurs., Sat.
8am. to noon

1988
1983

e COLBY

Kline disputes statement

never received any indicationfromthe
WhiteHousehisqualificationswerean
issue. He let his Kansas law license
lapsein November 1999 but renewed
itin January 2001.

The White House had voiced con-
cernswithin two months of his nomi-
nation, Townssaid, and asked for two
other potential nominees.

“Wewould havebeenvery surprised
at that point, had Kline been nomi-
nated,” Townssaid.
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INC.
AUTO SALES
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1996 Neon Expresso
1995 Mazda Protege
1994 Eagle Vision

soLD

1994 Chrysler New Yorker
1992 Chevy Lumina Euro - 2 dr.
1991 Cutlass Convertible

1988 Ford Thunderbird

VBIEUPR wdiBlg<24

ﬁércury Marqws

2001 Ford Sportrac

2001 Dodge Ext. 4X4 Sport
2001 F-150 Supercrew

2001 Grand Caravan -4 dr.
2000 K-2500, 6.0 saibiD

1999 Dodge Dakota Sps@Exd’Cab
1999 GMC Suburban soOLD
1999 K-1500 4x4 Reg. Cab
1999 K-1500 Ext. Cab 4x4

1998 Astro Conversion

1993 Chevy Lumina Van

1993 F-150 Ext. Cab 4X4

1992 Chevy S-10 BlazelﬂCDl‘—D

1998 Play Craft 24 Pontoon

785-462-2660

Combined ratesare
availableto feature your servicesin the
Daily and The Country Advocate.

YOUR

ad could be here!
Call Bill or Eric at

899-2338
Goodland Daily News

p& D B“ﬂde,.s

Michael Downing
General Contractor

Concrete Work ¢ Patios & Decks
» Garages & Efc.
* Remodels & Additions

785-626-3529 or 785-626-0060

Karen’s
Cleaning Service
Residential & Commercial

For all of your
cleaning needs. &

Steam Cleaning/windows

Call 821-1628 -
785-694-2687

Residential Real Estate
Farm and Ranch
115 E. 9th » Goodland
Office (785) 899-0500
Toll Free 866-899-0555
Joyce Boehme realtor
Robert Jones owner/broker

L mes.

EQUAL HOUSING

NEW SYSTEM

Prebessional

WINDOW
CLEANING

Colby, Kansas
COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL - FREE ESTIMATES

785-462-6995 or
1-800-611-6735

Please call early to get your name
on the list for spring cleaning.

Chris & Beth Lewon “\\/e do windows”

N

ANDREA

Call 1-888-811-FIRM

Real Estate « Divorce ¢ Probate ¢ Child Custody/Support
Trusts ¢ Estate Planning ¢ Bankruptcy ¢ Bus. Org.
Criminal Defense ¢ General Litigation

~ SERVING NORTHWEST KANSAS ~

-ATTORNEYS & COUNSELLORS AT LAW -

R. DEAN

Dinkel, r.a

REALJESTATE

only the best will do

Mitch Hixson

785-899-3060 « Home: 785-899—9270 ]

SIGNS-LETTERING & PINSTRIPES
Custom Vinyl & Painting

Box 309

wroctserar> [ 80(0-886-2423] <

660 W. WALNUT + COLBY, KS 67701 < FAX: 785-462-2782

. |

Replacement
Windows

- Wood and Vinyl

N

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Siding

Steel & Vinyl

CENTER
1/2 Mile North Exit 19 off I-70

Goodland, Kan. 67735
(785) 899-6241

YOUR

ad could be herel

Call Bill or Eric at 899-2338
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or stob bv or one Colby~462-9800 Goodland~899-7141  Sharon Springs [E
oo B oioNe. 120 S. Frankiin 114 W. 12th 308 N. Main, 852-4095 114 W. 12th « Goodland, KS
= - =1 We'll always be there for you.
CLEAR CHOICE, LLC | Alex’s Radiator and Auto Repair
| Auto, Truck & Tractor Radiator Repair « Auto Repair » Tire Service » Oil LIFE - HOME « CAR * FARM + BUSINESS
Change » Small Engine, Lawn Mower, Chain Saw, and Trimmer Repair «
Unlock Vehicles i
MOBILE AUTOGLASS g 24 Hour Wrecker Service » Rollback Available l J |1r224A|SC(;Ar£r,1 ét?eeert]t
CRACK REPAIR & =\ TIreVICe 531 W, 17th - Goodland, KS || ISN]-Sllll:-l!-J.\rNEg Goodland,.KS 67735-0727
785-462-9793 or  REPLACEMENT S f 785 899'7h554 Business: (785) 899-2553
=2 After HoursPhone#'s : -
888-466-8602 Alex West 785.891.1128 Col| 4 Home: (785) 899-3974
=  785-899-6916 Cell #

® www.shelterinsurance.com

Call (785) 899-2338
for information.

nwkansas.com

Your local internet service provider
with connections in Goodland.

With monthly costs

$16.50 per month!

as low as




