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New and existing businesses see progress

Sometimes when no improvements are necessary, its best to just keep things the same

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Daily News

Thepast year hasseentheaddition of new
busi nessesto Goodland and improvements
to many existing businesses.

Andsometimes, thebest progressiskeep-
ing the good that you already have. Asthe
saying goes, “If itain’t broke, don’tfix it.”

Thisisacompilationof informationgiven
to The Goodland Daily News by business
owners and managers about Goodland’s
progressfor 2002 and information from ar-
ticlesappearinginthepaper inthelast year.

Space does not allow every businessin
Goodland nor every detail about each busi-
nessto bementioned. Theeditorsapol ogize
to anyone not mentioned and ask that busi-
ness owners and managers be sure to give
usinformation for next year’ sedition.

New businessesinclude:

Picnicin the Park isthe newest restau-
rant in Goodland. Designed to look like a
park and providetheatmosphereof apicnic,
the restaurant features Chester Fried
Chicken with avariety of side dishes and
drinks. Harold and Mary Ann Snethen
openedtherestaurant at 1016 Mainin June.

Sight and Sound Entertainment opened
in the Pied Piper Video location at 1218
Main in February. Scott J. Weber bought
Pied Piper from Donnaand Harvey Swager
in December and kept it pretty much the
same until hisgrand opening in February.

He has expanded the store to include not
just movies, but also DV Ds, video games,
CDs, phone cards, fountain drinks,
cappuccino, iced tea, juices, sandwiches,
burritosand snacks. Weber isan authorized
agent for Unicel, and heincluded an office
in the store for his 2-year-old son, Tristan
Windell Weber.

M & M Carefree Water LLC isa
homebased businessowned by Kennethand
Joyce McDaniel, who moved to Goodland
ayear ago. Thebusiness, at 310 E. Eighth,
offerscatalyticwater conditionersthat sup-
ply clean, pure, salt-freewater tohomes, ir-
rigation and industrial sites.

Truck and Tractor Repair L L C opened
last summer. Jim Waldman, Ken Denning,
Jim Johnson and Amy Sederstrom, share-
holders, have astheir goal to “achieve and
maintai nthebest shopinnorthwest Kansas.”
Thebusinessemployssix full-timeand one
part-timeworkersin the shop and aservice
department, which carries most truck and
tractor repair parts. Thebusinessison East
Business U.S. 24, in the former Goodland
Motor Company building. Call 785-899-
2401.

17th Street Bar ber shop, owned and op-
erated by CynthiaBohl, opened at 17thand
Center in February and offers hair care for
theentirefamily.

Four SistersBed and Breakfast, 1204
Center, opened in May with sisters Rachel
Taylor, Mona Carver, Violet Phillips and
GloriaDouglastaking care of business.

Golden Chiropractic, 1002 Broadway,
opened in September 2001 with Dr. Dan
Golden offering treatment for many ail-

ments including backaches, headaches,
neck pain, residual problems of multiple
sclerosisand chronic menstrual pain.

Mag'sPots‘n’ Thingsopened April 20
offering lawn and garden supplies. Marita
and Gordon Birkholtz own and operate the
business at 810 Beaver, 3/4 mile west of
Goodland on Eighth Street.

Custom Paintwor ksopened|ast summer
at 1820 Cherry, justintimeto havebusiness
disrupted by construction of thenew Cherry
Avenue. Randy J. Gallentine ownsand op-
eratesthe auto body repair shop.

Businessesmoving, updating, expanding
and offering training to employeesinclude:

Western State Bank isactivein the de-
velopment of Goodland. Members of the
bank’s staff are involved with Topside
Daycare, the carnival board, economic de-
velopment, Ambassadors, Rotary, 4-H auc-
tions, Sunflower U.S.A. and the Car Club.

Goodland ActivitiesCenter isinits18th
year of serving Sherman County. The cen-
ter isadding programs and updating itsfit-
nessequipment. Thecenter addedtheRight
Combination Dance Studio in the past year
with JessicaK ashkaasinstructor.

A newly remodeled fitness room has
treadmills, anelliptical stepper andarecum-
bent bike and is open from early morning
until late evening. The aerabic roomis of -
tenfilledto capacity.

Goodland Greenline, under the owner-
shipof Ron L ucas, hasprovidedagricultural
equipment, parts and service to areafarm-
erssince 1983. Lucas said heis not allow-
ing 19yearsof experienceto makehimcom-
placent. In the past year, asin every year,
employeesfromthesales, partsand service
departments attended training seminars to
keep them abreast of changesin today’s
farming equipment and technology.

Tom Watson joined the Greenline sales
staff four monthsago. HeisfromHillsboro,
whereheworked onawheat, milo, cornand
soybean farm. He graduated from Kansas
StateUniversity withabachel or’ sdegreein
agriculture and a degree in ag technology
management.

J.C. Penney hasnewly paintedwallsand
new carpet and tile floors. The store’ s fix-
turesand security system havebeenmodern-
ized and new mirrorshavebeenadded. New
ceilingtilewill beinstalled soontocomplete
the updated appearance of the store.

Management says, contrary torumors, the
storewill not be closing but looks forward
toafuturein Goodland.

Frontier Equity Exchangereportsit has
increased thenumber of ethanol pumpsfrom
twotofourtokeepupwiththedemand. The
Goodland elevator has had a new digital
scaleinstalled, andthefertilizer department
has added three new spray rigsto help keep
upwithdemand. TheBrewster feedmill has
been updated to hel pimproveitsefficiency
and quality.

Check their new web site at frontier-
equity.com for grain markets, futures mar-
kets, fuel updates, tiresales, fertilizer infor-
mation, customer account analysis and

weather conditions.

Lonny’sQuality AutoBody wasopened
by Lonny and Nancy Kear in 1975 at the
corner of Eighth and Main. In 1979, the
Kearsmovedtheshoptoitspresentlocation
at 1933 Caldwell.

TheK earscontinually upgradeequipment
and now use aKansas Jack Magna Rack ||
frame machine, Genesis |1 computerized
frame measuring system and a computer
estimating system. Paint is mixed on site,
and adowndraft paint booth bakes on paint
for afactory-quality finish. The shop hasa
paint recycler andfiltered air prep stations.

TheGoodland School District started a
renovation of the science department at
GoodlandHigh School inJuly of 2001. Mike
Miller was the project manager and Glen
Strait wasthe design architect.

Four new scienceroomsweredevel oped,
and three classroomsfor math and govern-
ment wereremodel ed. Thetotal project cost
was $936,000.

While construction was underway, the
school board decided to add air condition-
ing to the special educationroom, thehome
economics department, the lunchroom and
the kitchen. The air conditioning cost
$31,000.

A new gymnasium, dressing rooms,
weight room, restroom/concession stand

facilitiesat thetrack, visitor’ sbleachersand
painting at the stadium were done previ-
ougly.

Goodland Sinclair hasadded new items
andservices, includingfull-servicehelpfor
thosewhorequestitonMondaysand Thurs-
days. The station became an agency for
Greyhound in August of 2001 and started
selling ticketsin November.

Thestationhasan ATM machineand sell s
beer, knivesand swords, giftsand souvenirs.
ArloHansen isthe manager.

Best Western Buffalo Inn and Restau-
rant isunder new ownership and manage-
ment by Trinity Properties/Don and Pat
Comstock, KansasCity, Mo. General man-
agers are Evelyn and George DeVoal, and
RosaMaruskaistherestaurant manager.

Rosa plans soon to add a Sunday brunch
buffet andintroduceawholenew, expanded
menu that will keepthemost popular items.
Cominginafew monthswill betheaddition
of daily andnightly specialsand morelower-
priced items, a children’s menu and senior
discounts.

The DeVols have already upgraded the
swimming pool. Upgradesof theconvention
center and theaddition of fully handi capped
roomsare planned for the winter season.

See BUSINESSES, Page 14
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Campground won highest company award

BUSINESSES, from Page 13

Goodland K OA Kampground andown-
ers Dale and Wally Neill have earned the
coveted Gold Award for meeting KOA’s
highest standards. The Neills have added
four one-room log Kamping Kabins, a
swimming pool, 10 new camper sites, and a
new miniaturegolf course. Theownershave
madegeneral groundimprovementsinclud-
ing four picturesque stump carvingsasfea-
tured in their advertisement. Local people
whoareinterestedincamper or trailer camp-
ing may get aK OA value card and associa-
tioninformation at the Goodland KOA.

H & R Block has added services, and
employeesof theagency aregoing through
H & RBlock Tax Professional certification
classes and continuing education.

Theagency specializesinfarmand small
business tax and accounting services and
offers mutual funds, bonds and annuities.
Clientscan set up individual retirement ac-
counts with their tax refunds or the tradi-
tional way, Roth retirement accounts, edu-
cational retirement accounts, educati on sav-
ings plans and investment accounts. Home
mortgage servicesalso are offered.

ThePrintsand the Paper, 119 E. 12th,
has been serving the areas printing needs
since 1987 and hasadded scrapbooking sup-
plies.

CobblestoneFloral and Gar den Center
hasbeeninbusinessfor over threeyearsand
continuesto expand. Thegreenhouseraises
hydroponictomatoesand cucumbersandis
expanding to include bell peppers, green
beansand | ettuce.

Cobblestone offersa completefloral de-
partment which makes bouquetsfor al oc-
casions. Joni and Barry Guyer own and op-
eratethebusinessat 508 E. 12th.

Eagle Communications began a major
upgrade of the cable systemin January and
now offers digital cable, which has better
quality and 130 channels. Eagle has also
added ahigh-speed Internet systemtoallow
customers to surf the Internet at increased
speeds. Eaglehasserved Goodlandfor over
30years.

Safari Steakhousemovedtoanew loca-
tioninthe Elks Lodge at 1523 Arcade ear-
lier thisyear.

Mueller Grain Company is afamily-
owned grain elevator that has been at the
same |ocation, 17th and Center, and under
thesameownershipsince1949. Thegenera
officesweremovedto 1204 Mainin Febru-
ary 1997.

Thecompany offersstorageand merchan-
dising options for area producers’ grain.
Primarily handling sunflower, wheat and
millet, the elevator also trades farm-stored
corn, wheat, milo, soybeansand sunflowers
and assist producers with grain marketing
and risk management.

Thecompany’ sweb sitebegan operation
in December 2000 providing elevator grain
bids for wheat, sunflowers and millet and
farm-stored grains. The site includes agri-
cultural news, weather and commodities
futures.

B-E’sJewelry, 1105 Main, has been in
business for 23 years in the same location
offering quality merchandise and reliable
service.

Luci’sAquarium, owned by Luci Tho-
mas, offers supplies needed to set up and
maintain salt and fresh water tanks and ad-
vice on problems occurring with fish and
other pets.

For adonation of 50 centstotheNorthwest
Kansas Animal Shelter, Luci will feed her
newest resident, ababy octopus, for you.

Weldon and Toni McAdams are M oun-
tain Man Fruit and Nut distributorsfor
Goodland and northwest Kansas. They
startedtheir businessin 1995 delivering out
of the back of 21991 Suburban and a 1985
Crown Victoria.

They moved on to two teal Nissan pick-
upsthat werequickly identified asthe Candy
Man and Candy L ady. After acombination
of 241,000 miles on the Nissans, Weldon
started using a 2001 cutaway van with a
sweet box on the back.

Heiseasy to spot in his big, white truck
with a carousel of snacks pictured on each
side and is more than happy to take care of
anyone stopping him on the street.

Cowboy L oop, founded in spring 1995,
isalocally owned and operated convenience
store. “The Loop,” asit’soften called, has
experiencedanincreaseinfull and part-time
employees in the last two years. Karen
L oudonisgeneral manager.

ThebusinessoffersNaturally Tender Beef
by Callicrate, broasted chicken, hamburg-
ers, sub sandwiches and Hot Stuff Pizza,
both thick and thin crust. The store offers
milk, bread, convenience meats, bacon and
condiments. Cowboy Loop isopen from 5
am. to 10 p.m. daily and Sundays from 6
am.to10p.m.

Loudon said remodeling is planned.

Three generations of Koons have owned
and operated K oonsFuner al Homessince
the Sharon Springsbranch openedin 1911.
Larry and Linda Koons opened Koons Fu-
neral Home in Goodland in 1974. Follow-
ing the deaths of Larry and his mother
Evelyn, Linda received her funeral
director’ s license. With the help of afully
licensed staff, she plansto continueserving
northwest Kansasin the same caring tradi-
tionthat beganin 1911.

The homeisamember of the Kansas Fu-
neral Directors Association and National
Funeral Directors Association. Larry had
served asthe president of the statein 1989-
1990, and Dane Scherling, licensed funeral
director and embal mer, finished atermasthe
Kansas association president in May.
FrancisCook, alongtimeemployee, serves
asassistant funeral director.

Wheat RidgeAcr esassistedlivingfacil-
ity, on west Eighth Street at 707 Wheat
Ridge Circle, isthe next best thing to home
withaluxuriousdiningroomand meal sthat
givetheretirement center awarm and wel-
coming atmosphere.

The apartments in the main building are
for short-term and long-term stays and in-
cludeweekly housekeeping, personal laun-

dry, three hot mealsper day, beauty/barber
shop services, exercise classes and daily
activities. The duplexes are for residents
who no longer want to keep up alawn and
home but don’t need help inthe home. The
residents prepare their own meals and do
their own cleaning unless they want to pay
for the additional services.

In June of thisyear, Golden West Com-
munity Services celebrated the fact that
four years ago the agency closed its doors
asGolden West SkillsCenter — aninstitu-
tionwhichhoused 50individuals—andre-
opened as Golden West Community Ser-
vices.

At that time, all of the persons served by
theagency moved out of thebuilding at 108
Aspen Road and into homesin thearea.

The agency still usesthe building for of-
ficesand aday service program, but the 47
clients are scattered around town in 12
homes, whichthey rentfromlocal landlords.

Several of them havejobsin thecommu-
nity and work with the assistance of job
coaches. Thispast year, theagency added a
new service providing support for people
wholiveintheir own apartmentsand do not
require 24-hour staff to assist them.

Unruh Family Chiropracticclinic, 1109
Main, opened Oct. 2, 2000, under Dr. Sid
Unruh. Heofferscompletechiropracticcare
fortheentirefamily and specializesinsports
chiropractic and rehabilitation.

He offers X-rays, muscle stimulation
therapy, ultrasoundtherapy, diathermy and
traction on his new state of the art traction
table. He does sports physicals and depart-
ment of transportation physicals.

Cole Auction and Real Estate, 112 W.
13th, is owned by Charlene Cole and has
been at its current location since February
2001. Thereal estate brokerage hasbeenin
businesssince 1977.

Charlene sells furniture and household
itemson consignment at 1222 Main.

Goodland Wal-Mart Supercenter
openedin August of 1997 and employsover
200 associates from Goodland and sur-
rounding communities. Many of theassoci-
ates have been at the store since the begin-
ning.

The store offers plants, trees and shrubs
during the spring season and hunting sup-
plies during hunting season.

K nott Just Books, 1102 Main, inthehis-
toric First National Bank building, isafull
servicebookstoreand carries PreciousM o-
mentsand Cherished Teddiesand other gift
items.

Uniquesby Bonniehashundredsof bor-
dersandwallpaper choicesinstock. Bonnie
Bollig, owner, saysher mottois, “Buy it to-
day; hangit tonight.”

She sells accent furniture pieces, root
candlesand swagsto compliment thewall-
paper and borders.
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We're happy to be based on the
Goodland airport, we
appreciate the community
support and being an active part of
area and the farming industry.

Dan Barker the “Pie King” pulls his spray
plane out of the hanger.

Barker Farm Services, Inc.

304 Washington
Goodland, Kansas 67735
785-899-2048
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Warehouse grows into manufacturing plant
New company exports fertilizer

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Daily News

Who knew in 1999 when Agro-Culture
Liquid Fertilizer brought a warehouse to
Goodlandthat it wouldleadtotheconstruc-
tion of amanufacturing plant?

But that is exactly what happened. This
year, the company built a plant that is ca-
pable of making large volumes of all the
company’ smajor productsonthesamesite
asthewarehouse, on 19th Street west of the
new Cherry Ave.

Thestoragefacility wasdesignedtoserve
farmersinKansas, Colorado, Nebraskaand
Oklahoma. The company now deliversto
most of thewestern United Statesand needs
alarger facility.

Both the manufacturing plant and the
warehousein Goodland areneededtofill the
demand, officialssaid.

The green-and-white plant may seem a
little odd, but thereisareason for thevinyl
fabricstructure, whichglowswhenthelights
areon at night.

The air and fertilizer mixed in the plant
would cause most metal buildings to cor-

rode, Al Kaptein, president of Cover-all
Building Systems, thecompany that builtthe
structure, said, while the galvanized steel
holdingupthefabricresistsrust, andthevi-
nyl will not be damaged by thefertilizer.

The fabric roof allows natural light in,
Kapteinsaid, givingtheplant anatmosphere
similar to the outdoors.

The structures are familiar to officials at
the corporate office of Agro-Culturein St.
John, Mich., as Cover-all is based in
Zeeland, Mich., and has put up about 60in
that state.

The products made at the plant are envi-
ronmentally friendly and easy for farmersto
use, Chief ExecutiveOfficer Troy Bancroft
said, and areorganically enhanced, making
the nutrientsmore availableto plants.

Gradingfortheplant beganin August, and
aconcrete foundation and walls were then
built.

Thevinyl structurewasput upin October,
and the plant began production in Novem-
ber.

Russ Paz is the manager of the facility,
which employsabout eight people.

Large short line company
buys railroad operations

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Daily News

Rail Americabecamethefourth owner of
the Kyle Railroad serving Goodland and
Sherman County in January.

Kyle has alease-purchase agreement on
therail linesfromtheMidstatesPort Author-
ity, apublic agency set up in the 1980sto
savethe Rock Island main lineacrossKan-
sasand Col orado. John Gol den of Goodland,
amember of the port authority board, said
theagency ownsthelinefromLimon, Colo.,
toBelleville, Kan., and Hallam, Neb.

The authority was created by 12 Kansas
countiesserved by theRock Idland Railroad,
Golden said, and purchased 467.7 miles of
railroad from the bankruptcy trustee when
Rock Island went belly-upin 1984.

Theport authority wasformedto preserve
rail transportationinthisarea, Golden said,
astherailroadisneededtotransport agricul-
tural commoaditiesand other productstocen-
tral markets. The Northern Sun plant west
of Goodland and the Agro-Culture Liquid
Fertilizer plant are among its biggest cus-
tomersin Sherman County, he said, along
with grain elevators.

Rail America purchased States Rail, the
third owner of Kyle, Golden said, in adeal
that took at | east three monthsto negotiate.
Themerger should beapositive changefor
the railroad, he said, as Rail Americaisa
larger company and should provide finan-
cial stability.

“Therailroad will bein astronger finan-

cia position,” Goldensaid, “ and servicewill
continueasinthepast, if notimprove.”

Business-wise things have not changed,
General Manager Steve Coomes said, but
few changeshavebeenmade. Thecorporate
officeand some procedures are different.

The company now uses newer |locomo-
tiveswithmorehorsepower, hesaid, sothey
usefewer enginesand lessdiesel fuel.

Kylehasalwaysbeen customer-oriented,
hesaid, andthat hasn’t changed. Theservice
isstill thesame, asthestaff isstill thesame.

Mueller Grain General Manager Lynn
Hoelting agrees. The sale has not affected
their service, Hoelting said. The same
people are providing the same service, and
therehasbeennosignificant changeinrates.

“It’s important to have good, reliable
transportation,” hesaid, “ asthebetter job of
marketing we do, the better return we can
givetheproducer nomatter what market we
use.”

Elevator operators need the producersto
stay inbusinessbecausethey keeptheel evar
torinbusiness, hesaid. KyleRailroad helps
by providing reliable transportation and
keeping that market availableto elevators.

StatesRail hadfourrail lines, Goldensaid,
which now belong to Rail America, giving
them 50 different lines around the country.
Kyleisashortline, hesaid, whichfeedsinto
major railroads such as the Burlington
Northern and Santa Fe and the Union Pa-
cific. Rail Americaisthelargest short line
operator inthecountry.

Danny Edwards, manufacturing supervisor, adjusted a panel which controls fertilizer in-
gredients at the Agro-Culture Liquid Fertilizer Plant.
Photo by Sharon Corcoran/The Goodland Daily News
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