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commentary

from our viewpoint...

Governor’s race offers
clear choice for change

One candidate in the Republican race for governor offers aclear
choice, achanceto changetheway thingsarein Topeka.

That is Tim Shallenburger, the current state treasurer and former
Speaker of theHouse.

Shallenburger operateswith awell-defined set of beliefs. Hethinks
stategovernment should shrink, not grow, and hewantsdecisionstobe
madeback at thelocal level. Hebelievesinindividual rights, not gov-
ernment.

The Baxter Springs banker makes no bones about his conservative
point of view, but that isnot such abad thing.

HisprincipleopponentsintheRepublican primary includeSen. David
Kerr, who aspresident of the Kansas Senateled themoderateforcesin
Topekathisyear. Heconsi stently camedown onthesideof morespend-
ingand bigger government, soyou could say hehasapoint of view al so.

Call Sen.Kerrtheleadingliberal Republicanintherace. Many would
say that the session showed himto beineffectual at building aconsen-
sus among the three factionsin the Senate or at setting an agendafor
the state.

The other main candidate is Bob Knight, mayor of Wichita, who
mostly hasavoided aligningwith any groupin Topeka, but seemstobe
more of amoderatethan aconservative. Hisrunning mate, Speaker of
the House Kent Glasscock, is part and parcel of the dominant moder-
ate (or liberal) wing of the Republican Party, and his wife works for
Gov. Bill Graves.

Knight has led acampaign to reduce el ectric ratesin Wichitaat the
expense of peopleinthe northeast part of the state, afact whichwon't
endear him to many voters outside his home town. He's popular in
Wichita, though, having been mayor not once but for two separate
stretches. There' seven afreeway named after him.

When he came to Oberlin — something the other candidates have
not done — Shallenburger was forthright about his beliefs. It wasn't
what theman asking thequestionwanted to hear at all, but thetreasurer
said hewouldn’t back astatelaw barring countiesfromregulatinglive-
stock operations.

That kind of decision, hesaid, isbest made at thelocal level, not by
state bureaucrats.

Some criticize him for cutting taxeswhen he was speaker, but since
wheniscutting taxeswhenthestate hasasurplusabad thing? Seemsto
usthat themi stakein Topekawastoincreasespendingthelast four years,
when taxeswere not comingin.

Unlessyou believe thereisno wastein state government, and it'sa
goodthingfor thebureaucracy togrow, then Shallenburger’ spositions
make sense.

So votefor him, not the tax-and-spend candidates Knight and Kerr.
—Steve Haynes
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We missed the train — first time in 20 years!

Wehadn’t missedatrainin20years— until last
weekend.

| remember thelast time. It wasone Thanksgiv-
ing when we lived in Colorado. We were headed
hometo Kansasto visit our folks.

We had gotten our train ticketsalong timein
advance, knowingthat Thanksgivingisabigtravel
time. We planned to catch thetrain at Trinidad, a
three-hour drive from our home in Creede. We
plannedfor plenty of time. Wehopedtoget apizza
at thehut acrossfromthestationwhilewewaited.

Wedroveinto the station in time to see the tail
lights of thetrain heading down thetracks.

A helpful stationagent—they actually had some
inthosedays— showed usaback roadthat hesaid
never hadany statepatrol officersonit. Therewere
none that night, anyway. We headed for the next
stop at 90 mph and boarded the trainin La Junta,
followingthoseredtail lightsthroughthenight all
theway.

Whenitwasall sorted out, wefound out that we
hadfallenvictimtothefall schedulechange, which
had come after we bought our tickets. Nobody
botheredtotell usthetrainwasleaving two hours
earlier.
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Thistime, wedidn't even havethat excuse.

WeweregoingontheDenver Post trainto Chey-
ennefor theFrontier Daysrodeo. It wastobeafull
day, starting whenthetrainleft Union Station pre-
cisely at 7a.m. and ending about 12 hours|ater.

Inthe middle, therewould bevisitsto the Fron-
tier Days parade, a barbecue at the fairgrounds,
tickets to the rodeo, visits to the carnival and In-
dian village set up each year and music.

Wehad bought our ticketsassoon asthebrochure
reached us so we could secure good seats in the
domecar.

We drove to Denver on Friday and stayed at a
hotel. On Saturday morning, we were up at 5:45
am. and walked to the station.

It seemed strangely vacant. The parking lot had
only ahandful of cars. Where was the hustle and

bustle of thetrain, which hauls almost a thousanc
peopleto Wyoming every year?

Wechecked our tickets. They said Saturday, July
20.

It was July 27. We had missed our train by afull
week.

We sat on a bench and stared at each other. We
werein total shock.

Steveremembered that wehad beentoldthedate
of the2002trainlast year onthereturntrip. Wehad
written it downin our date books and not checked
when the information came in to seeif there had
been achange.

Obviously, there had been.

Aswesat therewerealized that the Ski Trainwas
getting ready to take people up to Winter Park for
theday. We decided to makelemonade and bought
two tickets.

Wehad agreat day inWinter Park, atourist com-
munity that does most of its business from the ski
trade but has plenty to do inthe summer.

| know we learned alesson, and afairly expen-
siveoneat that. But, wehadagreat day andit should
beat |east another 20 yearsbeforewemissanother
train.

How we were saved from ‘Big Brothers’

In China, Cuba, and other countrieswheredis-
sent to government policiesis dangerous, local
watch committees in neighborhoods there moni-
tor signs of disloyalty to the state. It almost hap-
pened herein the name of homeland defense.

As our government’s Citizens Corps Web site
(www.citizencorps.gov/tips.html) reportedin July,
we were about to experience similar continual
surveillanceunder “ Operation TIPS, administered
by the U.S. Department of Justice ... a national
system for reporting suspicious and potentially
terrorist-related activity.” A programthat will “in-
volve the millions of American workerswho, in
thedaily course of their work, arein aunique po-
sitionto see potentially unusual or suspiciousac-
tivity in public places.”

In May, the same Web site detailed who would
bewatching over usin thisnationwide operation:
“millionsof Americantruckers, |etter carriers, train
conductors, ship captains, utility employees and
others’ will bepart of the* pil ot program that will
besdectedin 10 cities.” Had thisbeen approved,
it would have been enacted thisAugust.

Eachwatcher would haveatoll-freenumber that
“connected directly toahotline—routing callsto
the proper law enforcement agency or other re-
sponding organizations.”

In“1984," George Orwell wrote of agovern-
ment run by the all-seeing “ Big Brother.” | have
no doubt there are terrorist “ sleepers’ among us,
but Attorney General JohnAshcroft and President
Bush had yet to tell us— as Operation TIPS was
about to get underway — how the Justice Depart-
ment was going to instruct its millions of infor-
mantson thedefinition* suspiciousterrorist activ-
ity.”

Before Dick Armey, a vigilant Republican
House |eader, stopped — for now — Operation
TIPS, New York Daily News columnist Zev
Chafetswarnedus—inhisJuly 17 column—what
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the return of “Big Brother” could mean as our
Constitution was being amended without consul -
tation by Congress, and without the vote of the
citizenry. Chafets, ahardliner onnational security,
after hisyearsinthelsraeli government, pointed
out:

“Once TIPS gets going people can drop adime
on anyone— farmerswith barrels of fertilizer in
their trucks, stock boyswith box cutters, theloud
neighbor next door. Whoisto say they don’t merit
investigation?’

Ellen Sorokin reported in The Washington
Timeson July 19, “House Magjority Leader Dick
Armey, in his markup of legislation to create a
Homeland Security Department ... scrapped apro-
gram that would use volunteersin domestic sur-
veillance.” And beforethat, the Postal Servicere-
fused to alow itsletter carriersto participatein
Operation TIPS. The Postal Service deservesour
appreciation.

Armey, aconservative, meritstheL iberty Medal
for reminding Ashcroft and Homeland Security
Director Tom Ridge (a supporter of Operation
TIPS) that, asthe president has said all along and
sometimesforgets, everythingwedo for national
security must be within the bounds of the Consti-
tution. “ Citizens,” Armey saidrecently onNBC's
“Meet The Press,” “should not be spying on one
another.”

Inevaluatingthe216-pagehill creatingaHome-
land Security Department, Armey also rejected a
national identification card, which the president
advocates, sayingthat the* Authority todesignand

issuethesecardsshall remainwiththestates.” More
important, he added that, “The use of biometric
identifiersand Social Security numberswiththese
cardsisnot consistent with afree society.”

“Mr. Armey’shill,” Sorokinwrote, “also woulc
createa’ privacy officer’ intheHomeland Security
Department, whichhesaidwasthefirst ever estab-
lished by law in aCabinet agency. Mr. Armey said
thispersonwould' ensuretechnol ogy researchand
new regulations from the [Homeland Security]
Department [and woul d] respect the civil liberties
our citizensenjoy.’”

How close we came to being watched by a net-
work of officially designated domestic spies puts
inquestion— not for thefirst time—thejudgment
of Ashcroft, Ridgeand Bushwhen it comesto pro-
tecting our fundamental liberties. Operation TIPS
full namewasthe Terrorism Information and Pre-
vention System. We do need such asystem — but
we need one conducted by professional law-en-
forcement peopletrained in detecting terrorist-re-
lated activity.

Thenew “privacy officer” in the Homeland Se-
curity Departmentisauseful first step, but Congress
hasto bemuch morevigilant in guarding our Con-
stitutional libertiesfromfurther raidsby the Justice
Department, itsFBI anditsboss. Attorney General
John Ashcroft. Disturbed reactions around the
country to Operation TIPSshoul d remindtheattor-
ney general that we Americans are watching him.

Nat Hentoff is a nationally renowned authority
on the First Amendment and the Bill of Rights.
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