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commentary

from other pens...

What do we expect
from new program?

For the past several months, there has been a gnashing of teeth and
wringing of hands as an ad hoc group of citizens began meeting and
organizinganew economicdevel opment programfor Sherman County.

In July that effort took another step with the approval of a county
resol ution establishing the Sherman County Economic Development
Council.

Getting the program organized has been the focus of the steering
committeeand board, but withthedetail scomingtogether thenext step
istolook forward and determinethe goals.

Economic development hasbeen acatch phrasefor nearly 30 years,
but it doesn’t always mean the samething. For every economic devel-
opment program, we need to determinewhat it meansfor the people.

For many, theterm hasmeant seeking largecompani estorelocateto
therural areas, and oneof theearly programsthat wassupposedtohelp
that effort was the devel opment of industrial parkslikethe oneonthe
west edge of Goodland. Thereisnothing wrong with having anindus-
tria park, but statisticsshow themorethan half arenot full after 30years
or more.

Sometimesacommunity can hitthebigone, asHolcombdidin 1979
with lowaBeef Processorsor Lamar, Colo., in 1980 with the Neoplan
USA busplant. These have changed both citiesin many waysover the
morethan 20 yearsthey have beenin operation.

Theeffect on Holcomb and nearby Garden City hasbeen moredra-
maticthanthed ower growthexperiencedinLamar, but bothareashave
show growth in the past two national censuses. The Garden City area
hasexpanded dramatically and theinflux of theVietnamese peoplehas
madethe city awidely mixed cultural center.

For Lamar, thebusplant wasfollowed by anumber of smaller plants
which located in the nearby industrial park and make partswhich are
used in the bus manufacturing process aswell as other products. The
busplant has had itsups and downs, but today it empl oyees about 400
people and there are another 150-200 in the smaller plants. it has not
been al roses, as some of the smaller firms have opened locationsin
the Denver areaal so.

The Lamar story issimilar to Goodland'sin that they have lost air
serviceandretail storesinrecent years— KmartinLamar and Gibson’s
and in Goodland and each haslost at |east one major grocery store—
plusthey have had aWal-Mart Supercenter open which has affected
the downtown businessarea.

Thesuccessful effortswere pushed by local economic devel opment
programswhich took advantage of what was a seemingly impossible
task tobring success. InLamar’scase, they had lost out to Holcombin
the lowa Beef plant, but with the information and group they had put
together wereabl etoturnthat to advantagewith the Neoplan program,
and even got some help from | owa Beef to help land the bus plant.

Whilethereisno busplant on the horizon for Sherman County, itis
important to look ahead and determine up front the type of business
would do best here, and what stepsneed to betakentomakeit possible.

Withthe devel opment council looking for afull-timedirector, itisa
goodtimefor thepeopletolook at thegoal sthat personwill beaskedto
carry out. We need to be sure whoever is selected has a clear idea of
whatisexpected, andwhat opportunitiesareavailabletoassistinreach-
ingthegoal.

We must remember that not all economic development comesinthe
form of 400-job plants, but that every new job and businessthat comes
to Sherman County isimportant and deserves any assistance and sup-
port we can provide. — Tom Betz
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| don't want to be president

| don’t know about you, but | wouldn’t want to
be president.

It used to seem very appealing, but maybe that
wasastrong, independent young girl’s dream.

Now it seemsathankless, stress-filled occupa-
tion that doesn’t pay nearly enough.

Our presidentisnever off duty andispaid much
lessthanmany company Chief executiveofficer’s.

Why would anyone even want the job?

Have you ever noticed how much being presi-
dent ages a person? Even Bill Clinton left office
with ahead of gray hair.

Sometimesit’shardtotell if our presidentshave
religious faith, but our current one openly pro-
fesses his. Thereis something comforting to me
about that boldness.

I’ dliketo sharepart of ane-mail | received dur-
ing the dispute of the last presidential election. |

Contest highlights

TheChamber, and anumber of sponsors, ishav-
ing a sunflower bake off contest in conjunction
withthefair. Entrieswill betakenfrom9-11am.
Tuesday at theAgriculture Building.

Thefollowingtworecipesarefromthebakeoff
in 2000.

AppleNut Cinnamon Sunflower Streusel

Cake
By Kathryn Kuhlman

4eggs

2 cups sour cream

1 teaspoon baking powder

3 cupsflour

11/2 cup peeled dried apples

2 cupssugar

1 teaspoon soda

1/4 teaspoon salt

1/2 cup sunflower roasted seeds

Topping

1/4 cup sunflower margarine, melted
2/3 cupflour

2/3 cup brown sugar

1/2 cup sunflower seeds

Beat eggs, sugar and sour cream. Add soda, salt,
baking powder andflour. Mixwell, add applesand
sunflower seeds. Pour into 9x 13x 2 pan. Mix top-
ping and put on cake. Bake at 350 degreesfor 25
minutes.

Kerr,agovernor

DaveKerristheonly Republican candidatewho
hasthe background, the education, and the expe-
rience to understand where our state needsto go
duringthenextfour years, and how toget usthere.

Dave was raised in southwestern Kansas and
now resides in Hutchinson. He is a product of
Kansasschool sand colleges. Hehasbeeninbusi-
nessfor himself, and now has served the State of
Kansasfor 18 yearsasastate senator. |n 2000, he
was el ected senate president by hispeers.

There is no question Dave has the work ethic,
theexperience, andtheintegrity toserveasthenext
governor of Kansas. Hismissionisclear, and he
said: “Asgovernor, | will not be satisfied until
Kansas becomes known for the excellence of its

lorna
g.t.

® commentary

don’t know who wroteit, but | received it from a
pastor in New Jersey:

"Thereisaman in our church, Jeff Benoit, who
hasafriend who served on President Elect Bush's
campaigninAustin. Shecalledtotell Jeff thisstory:
‘Last week, Gov. Bush appeared at the thank-you
banquet for hiscampaign staff andwasgoingtable
to table to shake hands with the 1,000 plus cam-
paignvolunteers. Hegot toonelady, who by abrief
comment shemade, indicated shewasaChristian.

pat
schiefen

® postscript

Sunflower Seed Pie
By Judy Escudero

3eggs

1 cupdark or light corn syrup

1 cup sunflower seeds

2/3 cup sugar

1/3 cup butter or margarine, melted
Pastry for single crust pie

If sunflower seedsareunsalted useadash of salt.
In mixing bow! beat eggswith afork. Add sugar
andsalt (if using), stir until dissolved. Stirinsyrup
and melted butter, mix well. Stir in sunflower
seeds. Pour into pastry lined pie pan. Cover edges
of piewith foil. Bake at 350 degrees for 25 min-
utes. Removefoil, bakeanother 25 minutesor until
aknifeinserted in center comes out clean. Cool
before serving. Makesone 9inch pie.

Caramel Sunflower Rolls

2 packagesactivedry yeast
1/4 cup water (warm)
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education, the strength of itseconomy, and the ef -
ficiency of itsgovernment.”

| believehim, and encourageyoutobelievehim.
Please vote for Dave Kerr for governor on Tues-
day.

CoraA.House
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Shewastherewith her 20-year old son. Gov. Bush
asked himif hewasabedliever,too. Hesaidhedidn't
think so. Gov. Bush then asked, ‘ Do you mindif |
tell you how | cameto know Christ asmy Savior?
Theboy agreed, so Gov. Bush pulled upachair and
witnessed to him for 20 minutesand led himinthe
sinner’sprayer!’”

Whether you' reRepublican or Democrat makes
no difference. The presidency is a hard job, and
oftenthankless. Weneedto support and pray for any
personwhoiswilling to take ontheresponsibility.
It often involves more criticism than praise, more
heartachethan glory.

But there is something very comforting to me
(and to the writer of the story) to know we have &
Presidentwhothinksit’ sworthwhiletotakethetime
tolead othersto Christ. Maybethere’'s hopefor the
country and theworld after all.

many uses of sunflowers

1/2 cup sugar

2 cupswarm milk

1 teaspoon salt

1/4 cup light mol asses

2 eggs, beaten

4 1/2 cupsflour

1 cup wholewheat flour

1/4 cup sunflower margarine
1/2 cup raw or roasted sunflower kernels
2/3 cup brown sugar, packed
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
Caramel sauce

Inalargebowl dissolveyeastinwater. Add sugar,
milk, salt and molasses. Mix well. Add eggsand 1
cupflour, mix. Addwholewheat flour and mix well.
Continueaddremainingflour, 1 cup at atime, mix-
ing after each cup, until doughissoft but not sticky
to the hands. Knead about 4 to 5 minutes. Roll 1/4
inchthick andat|east 18incheslongand spread with
1/4 cup margarine. Roll sunflower kernelswith a
rolling pinuntil finely crushed; sprinkle over mar-
garine. Sprinkle cinnamon and brown sugar over
sunflower kernels. Roll dough, jelly roll fashion,
and cut into 24 rolls. Place in pans on top of the
Caramel sauce. Cover andletrisefor onehouring
warm place. Bake at 325-350 degreesfor 25t0 3C
minutes. Invert onto servingplatter. Makes24rolls.

Caramel Sauce: Melt 2 tablespoons sunflower
margarineand add 1 1/2 cups packed brown sugar
and 1/4 cup honey. Cook over low heat until mix-
ture beginsto boil. Pour caramel into 2 greased
8x12-inch pansand sprinkle1/4 cupraw or roasted
sunflower kernelsover each pan.

This recipe was furnished by the National Sun-
flower Association.
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"Hi, THERE! T'LL BE YOUR SERVER
THIS EVENING. MY NAME IS
'WAITER,™




