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Continued drought killing fall crops
“I don’t even want to go to work,” he

said. “I don’t want to go out in the field
and look at it.”

Graber said it’s the driest year he’s
seen since 1976.

Belshe said the irrigated corn is hav-
ing to draw its moisture from water
that’s been stored in the ground. But the
water reserves are going fast, he said,
because previous dry years have re-
duced the amount of moisture in the
soil.

“I usually check soil moisture down
to four feet,” Graber said. “This year
I’m lucky if I can get the stick in the
ground.”

The crop’s future was unsure from
the beginning, Belshe said, because
much of the corn was planted in water-
depleted soil.

Some irrigated corn was planted in
ground with decent water reserves, he
noted, and those plants are struggling,
but are managing to hang on. He said
there is a lot of variety in the condition
of the irrigated crop.

Belshe said farmers are deciding
what to do with their burned-up crop.
Some are thinking about cutting it for
feed, he said, but they may not even be
able to give it to cattle.

The weak, damaged plants aren’t
able to filter out nitrates — a chemical
in fertilizer — they pick up in the soil,
Belshe said, and the chemical can harm
livestock. He said nitrates can cause
cattle to abort their babies.

Belshe said alfalfa hay will likely be
in higher demand this year because
there will be a shortage of feed, but that
irrigated crop is not growing well, ei-
ther.

Graber said the part of the corn crop
that isn’t killed by drought could be
sucked dry by spider mites. He said the
mites, which suck the moisture out of
plants, love hot, dry weather, and could
pose a serious problem this year.

“The hotter it is,” he said, “the faster
they go.”

Farmers with mite problems have to
decide whether it’s worth spending the
money to spray chemicals to kill the
bugs, Graber said. He said some are

spraying, hoping at least part of their
crop will produce decent yields.

Graber said the weather is causing
the fragile blooms on the pinto bean
plants to fall off.

“They’re small and tender,” he said,
“and the wind knocks them right off.
The plants look healthy, but when you
get close you notice there are hardly
any beans on them.”

Snyder said many farmers will have
only one option this fall harvest, and
that is to collect on their insurance.

“The thing to do is go talk to your
crop insurance adjuster,” he said.

Graber said farmers are sure to get
the short end of the stick that way,
though.

“A good crop would be so much bet-
ter than the insurance,” he said.

Real soft shoulders ...Thomas is only candidate
running for commissioner

The following state and national
candidates are on the ballot for their
party’s nomination at the primary elec-
tion Tuesday. The polls will be open
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

National — Republican:
U.S. Senator: Tom Oyler, Wichita;

Pat Roberts, Dodge City
U.S. Representative: Jerry Moran,

Hays
National — Democratic
none
State — Republican
Governor/Lt. Governor: Dan

Bloom/Eric Bloom, Eudora; Dave

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Daily News

Saying that Kansas is in an insurance
crisis, and that the next insurance com-
missioner needs to be someone who
knows the business, David J. Powell of
El Dorado is running in the
Republican primary Tues-
day.

In a visit to Goodland on
Thursday, Powell said he has
been in the insurance busi-
ness in El Dorado for 25
years, and specializing in
health care for the last 16
years.

Powell is one of three Re-
publicans seeking to replace
Insurance Commissioner Kathleen
Sebelius, who is running for governor.
The other two in the Republican race
are Sen. Sandy Praeger of Lawrence,
and Bryan Riley of Wichita. The win-
ner of Tuesday’s primary election will
face Democrat Jim Garner of Coffey-
ville.

“I am running because Kansas needs

By Rachel Miscall
The Goodland Daily News

Chuck Thomas, who lives southeast
of Edson, says he wants to give farm-
ers a voice on the Sherman
County Commission.

Currently, he said, there
are two businessmen and a
retired railroad official on
the commission, and no one
to represent farmers — the
people who drive the co-
unty’s economy.

Thomas may get his
chance, as Chuck Frank-
enfeld, the retired railroad
official, is giving up the office he’s held
for five years and moving out of the
district. The other commissioners are
Mitch Tiede, owner of Tiede Terracing,

and Kevin Rasure, owner of Rasure
Lumber Do-it Center.

Thomas is basically a shoo-in.
Royal Reid was also seeking the of-

fice, but dropped out of the
race for personal reasons.
Reid’s name will still appear
on the ballot, but he said
there’s no way he’s going to
win.

“That’s so remote,” he
said. “That’s not even
likely.”

If Reid does win, County
Clerk Janet Rumpel said, his
name will go on the general

election ballot, and if he wins again, a
commissioner would have to be ap-
pointed.

Thomas, who moved here from Wis-

consin six years ago, said farmers need
all the help they can get. Drought is
ruining crops, he said, and will even-
tually put a big dent in the economy.

“The depressed economy is really
hurting now more than people in town
realize,” he said. “It’s going to hit home
this fall.”

Thomas said he doesn’t have all of
the answers, but wants to work with the
other commissioners to bring in new
businesses that will boost the economy.

“I want to be a part of helping the
county to grow and expand,” he said.

The 52-year-old said he hasn’t held
an elected office before, but will work
and think hard as a commissioner.

“I will use a common-sense ap-
proach to making decisions for the
county,” he said.

Experience needed in insurance job
someone who has experience and
training in insurance to work for
them,” Powell said. “We don’t need
another politician or someone who is
new to the business. When no one filed
who was truly qualified to fill this po-

sition, I decided to run.”
Powell, wearing blue

pants and a white T-shirt fes-
tooned with campaign stick-
ers, said he was born in West
Palm Beach, Fla., while his
father was serving in the Air
Force, and lived in several
places including Germany.
His father was stationed
with the Strategic Air Com-
mand at Offutt Air Base in

Nebraska, where he attended high
school. He graduated from the Univer-
sity of Nebraska with a degree in math-
ematics, and coached and taught high
school math and economics for 10
years in Nebraska and El Dorado.

He said in the insurance business in
El Dorado, he has worked with hun-
dreds of agents, thousands of consum-

ers and many insurance carriers as an
independent agent.

“We are in an insurance crisis,”
Powell said. “(Kansas has) lost over 14
health carriers in the last year, and we
have lost a number of property and
casualty companies. I want to bring
several back with competitive prod-
ucts to help reduce insurance rates.

“A year ago, there were 10 companies
writing grain elevator insurance. Today,
based on reports, there is only one left.
I want to develop an alternative for el-
evators that would share the risk.

“I want to develop a way to stop un-
insured motorists from driving. I think
we can use some of the laws on the
books to help this, and it would help
everybody because there would be less
costs for everyone to share.

Powell said he has been married to
his wife Lois for 35 years, and they
have three grown children. Charles
teaches at Kansas State University,
Justina is married and living in Ger-
many and James is a chef. They have
five grand children.

Powell

Thomas

Kerr/Mary Birch, Topeka; Bob
Knight/Kent Glasscock, Wichita; Tim
Shallenburger/David Lindstrom, To-
peka.

Secretary of State: Ron Thorn-
burgh, Topeka.

Attorney General: David Adkins,
Leawood; Phil Kline, Shawnee;
Charles D. McAtee, Tecumseh.

Commissioner of Insurance:
David J. Powell, El Dorado; Sandy
Praeger, Lawrence; Bryan Riley,
Wichita.

Treasurer: Lynn Jenkins, Topeka;
Dennis Wilson, Overland Park.

Representative — 121st District:
Jim Morrison, Colby.

Board of Education: Connie Mor-
ris, St. Francis; I.B. “Sonny” Rundell,
Syracuse.

State — Democratic
Governor/Lt. Governor: Kathleen

Sebelius/John Moore, Topeka.
Secretary of State: David Haley,

Kansas City.
Attorney General: Chris Biggs,

Junction City.
Commissioner of Insurance: Jim

Garner, Coffeyville.
Treasurer: Sally Finney, Olathe.

Hot state races in Tuesday’s primary election

Legislature gets ‘D’ from citizens, poll says

With the rebuilt intersection at K-27 and Business K-24 open and the stoplight working, the call about an
overturned truck Thursday appeared to be the first accident at the new intersection, but actually it was a
bit to the north. A Mack truck pulling a side-dump trailer slipped the rear wheels off the pavement on the
west side, causing the truck to roll onto its side. The driver was Marvin Boyd, 40, of Colby. The truck from
Sporer Land Development of Oakely, was hauling dirt for the shoulder work around the intersection. There
was minor damage to the trailer, but there was several thousand dollars damage to the passenger side
of the cab. Photo by tom Betz / The Goodland Daily News

TOPEKA (AP) — Kansans did not
approve of how legislators handled
major issues this session, a new poll
suggests.

Overall, the people responding in
The Kansas Poll gave legislators a D
grade. They also gave lawmakers a D
for their handling of each of 12 issues,
including the state’s budget problems.

The poll was organized by the De-
partment of Communication Studies at
the University of Kansas, and results
were released Thursday. Sponsoring
the poll were The Topeka Capital-
Journal, CJOnline, KSNT-TV in To-
peka, KSNW-TV in Wichita, WIBW
AM and FM radio in Topeka, and the
Associated Press.

In an analysis, the pollsters said sur-
veying Kansans about their opinions of
the Legislature took twice as long as
anticipated because of how vocal re-
spondents were.

“They wanted to voice their frustra-
tions, and they were more than happy
to comment,” said Mary Banwart, an
assistant professor of communication
studies.

The information about attitudes to-
ward the Legislature was released in
advance of Tuesday’s primary.

The hottest race on the primary bal-
lot is for the Republican gubernatorial

nomination, where the state’s budget
problems are the biggest issue.

Pollsters surveyed 485 Kansans
from July 27-30 and said their margin
of error was 4.5 percent.

However, only 371 of the respon-
dents were allowed to grade the Leg-
islature, because they said they fol-
lowed legislative business at least oc-
casionally. Almost 25 percent, or 114
respondents, said they never followed
it.

On 12 issues, the respondents were
asked to grade legislators. Those issues
were education, kindergarten through
12th grade; higher education; the en-
vironment; health care; seniors’ issues;
taxes; social services; redistricting; the
budget; putting Kansas above partisan

politics; making tough decisions; and
completing their work in a timely fash-
ion.

When their responses were tallied,
legislators received a D for every issue.

Legislators spent a record 107 days
in session after approving $252 million
in tax increases. The poll analysis said
there was a general sentiment against
tax increases, though a majority of re-
spondents didn’t want to see education
and other essential services cut.
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 Roger Kisner, Auctioneer ; Charlene Cole, Broker
112 West 13th • Goodland, KS • 785-899-2683

Cole Action & Real Estate

Household & Furniture: Dbl bed w/bookcase headboard, dresser & vanity w/mirror, Oak cane back chair,
Gun cabinet nice., end tables, twin bed, lots of books, silverplate w/chest, safe, Lithograph canisters, small
dresser, vinyl picnic tables and trellis, linens, guardianware cookware, Samsung CD player, old records,
drafting table, 30 cup coffee pot, patient lift, snack sets, Hoover Vac, Office desk, File cabinets, Cedar
chest, Kerr & Ball jars, puzzles, typing table, gun rack, plate glass mirror
Appliances:GE Refrigerator & Elec Stove, Microwave, 110v window A/C, washer & dryer
Lawn Equipment, Shop Tools’& Misc.: JD 300 Riding Mower w/Kohler mtr, 32" Rear tiller & 42" mower
w/hyd on front, Ranch King & Town & Country Riding Mowers, Troy Bilt Chipper Shredder Like New,
Troy Bilt Big wheel Brush Trimmer, 18" Rotary Mower, Kuker Wand gas sprayer, Atlas Drill Press Floor
Model, Atlas 7 1/2”Table Saw, Front Tine & Rear Tine Tillers, Disc Sander, Bench grinder, Lots of hand
tools, Snap On Bearing Driver, Wood Plane , Metal Work bench, Old Elec Radio, Sanborn Air Compressor,
Bench vice, Mr. Heater single burner, pipe wrenches, Tool boxes, Elec Chain saw, Elec Drills, Skil Saw,
Daisy BB Gun, Router, Stanley Miter box, Floor Jack 2T, 3 Drawer Rolling Tool chest, Snap On Torque
Wrench, Garden Tools, Boys bike, Ladder, Army cots, Boat Prop, 2 captains chairs, Water skis, Tire chains,
Rolls Lawn Edging, Jacks, Fire extinguisher, Troy Bilt Tiller I hp w/bulldozer blade
Antiques, Collectibles & Glassware: Old buffet on legs, D/R Table, Old chairs, Quilt Rack, Pie
Cupboard, Curved Glass Hutch, Wash tub copper, 5 gal Red Wing Crocks, Union Pacific Calendars, Ink
well, Fountain Pen quills, Lady Head Vase, McCormick Deering Wood oil box, Western Ammo Box,
Victorian Figurine Dresser Lamp, Nudist Sunshine & Health 1939 Magazine, Fancy work, Old pictures,
battery jar, Old hats, Lay an Egg game, Old knives, 1940s Yank & Grit Magazines, Glass washboard,
Duck creamer, Chalk wall hanging, Majellica teapot & bowl, Crock Ball Pitcher, Mini Cuckoo, 1960
Denmark B&G Plate, Texas & Mexican Pottery, Ruthie Doll in Box, Nowak Transfer Tin Ashtrays
GOODLAND, KS, Bubble Lights, Bisque Black Jointed Doll, Blues Bros. Transport S&P,
GOODLAND, WWII US Navy and Army Pillow Covers, Bubble Glass frame, oil lamp, Japan teapots,
Republican/Democrat Ashtray, Royal Copley Parrot vase, Lefton vase & shoe, RS Prussia Cup, Jewel
Tea S&P, Americana Fostoria Bowl, Pressed glass, Wheat dishes, England Sugar & Creamer, Haegar,
Fenton, Big Ben clocks, Sessions Wall  Clock, 1914 Silver Cig Case, Fryersoll Pocket Watch, Old Cig
lighters, Set of Deer Antlers, McCoy Vase, Nebr State Fair 1959 Duck Plate, Prim Grain Scoop,
Brewster Coop Adv Piece Timer from Fitzgerald Implement, Antique Mirror, Several Antique Dressers,
Treadle Sewing Machine, Steamer Trunk, Old Adv. Thermometer, blue bubble glass, Silver tray, Currier
& Ives Gristmill dishes, Shaving Brush, Chauffeur License Pins 1940s, Ks., Sales Tax Tokens Colo &
Ks., MF Tie Tack, Glass drawer knobs, Amsoil 18 wheeler Toy Truck, Button Collection, Antique Floor
lamp, sewing box, marbles, s&p shakers. Auctioneer’s Notes: This is a 60 year collection of the
Gemmers. Lots of stuff not listed.

HOUSEHOLD, ANTIQUE & SHOP EQUIPMENT AUCTION
RUDY & THELMA GEMMER, Raymond Heigert, Mel Mauseth, Sellers
Sat., August 10, 2002, 11 A.M., MDT Location: 604 E. 5th, Goodland, Ks.


