The Goodland Daily News / Friday, August 2, 2002 7

Lobbyist for bomb victims wants share

WASHINGTON (AP) — Roy Sellswas reluctant to
part withany compensation hemight receiveasan Okla-
homa City bombing victim, but said hewaswon over by
alongtimefriend and adviser to Attorney General John
Ashcroft who promised to use his connections to win
government paymentsinexchangefor 10 percentto 27.5
percent of the proceeds.

Sellsisamong about 120 survivorsandvictims' rela-
tivesfrom the 1995 bombing who signed up for thel ob-
bying campaign, which fell apart last month amid law-
suits and an ethics complaint involving the organizers,
according to court documentsand interviews.

Theintent wasto win ashare of the hundreds of mil-
lionsof dollarsset asidefor familiesof Sept. 11 victims.

“1"m not happy thinking about havingto givethem 10
percent or 25 percent of it,” said Sells, whosewifedied
intheblast. “But it seemed like, at that time, no one else
wasdoing anything asfar asthe OklahomaCity victims
wereconcerned. I’ mdiscouragedthat they werethat kind
of money-hungry, get-rich-quick typedeal.”

The attorney general’s friend, Charles Polk, is well
known among Missouri Republicans and was at
Ashcroft’ssideinearly 2001 during hiscontentious Sen-
ate confirmation hearing.

Justiceofficialssaid Thursday that Polk hashad occa-
sional contact with senior Justice officials, including
Ashcroft, adviser David I sraelite and Sept. 11 fund ad-

But official swereunawarehewassoliciting business
from Oklahoma City victims, or had afinancial stake,
Justice spokeswoman Barbara Comstock said.

“Nooneintheattorney general’soffice, includingthe
attorney general himself, had any ideathat CharlesPolk
wasworking onany legal mattersrelated to Oklahoma
City victimsor that Polk had afinancial interestin con-
nection with Oklahoma City,” Comstock said.

Polk saidin astatement released by hisattorney that
heworked asal obbyistinanattempt towin compensa-
tion for the Oklahoma victims but never discussed it
withAshcroft and clearedall hisactionsinadvancewith
lawyers.

“We operated under the assumption that we werein
compliancewithall applicablelaws,” Polk’sstatement
said.

Somewho worked with Polk say the St. L ouis attor-
ney suggested to them that A shcroft’ sdepartment sup-
portedtheideaof extendingthecompensation Congress
set up for Sept. 11 victimsto the Oklahoma City fami-
lies.

“Hedid say the Department of Justicefelt therewas
probably an injustice and it would probably adminis-
tratively happen, butitwasn’tfor certain,” said Kathleen
Treanor, an OklahomaCity womanwholost her 4-year-
oldchildandin-lawsintheexplosiononApril 19, 1995,
which killed 168 people. She joined the effort to sign

ministrator Kenneth Feinberg.

up victimsfor the campaign.

Water issue may be decided Monday

If water usageinthecity hasn’t gone
downthismonth, theCity Commission
hastwo choicesatitsmeeting Monday:
keep telling people to conserve water
or moving to enforced conservation,
withfinesfor peoplewhowastewater.

At their last meeting, the commis-
sion declared a“water warning,” ask-
ing people to watch how much water
they use, and said they would look at
usageand decidewhether todeclarean
emergency thismonth.

In awater emergency, the city can

restrict lawn watering, shut down car
washes and coin-operated laundries,
and charge people who use the most
water ahigher rate.

Thecity isasking that people don’t
water their lawns between 8 am. and
7 p.m., and then only two hours at a
time, every other day on an even-odd
pattern. They suggest people only
wash their carsif necessary, and then
at a car wash, which might use less
water than someone with a hose and
bucket.

These rulls could become manda-
tory at Monday’s meeting. The com-
mission endorsed theconservation af -
ter learning the city used 91 million
gallonsof waterin Juneand47 million
inthefirst 14 daysof July. Thecity is
only allotted an average of 45 million
gallonsamonthunder it’swell permits.

City Manager Ron Pickman said
somepeoplehaveignoredthewarning,
but many have cut back on their water
use.

“Every little bit helps,” he said.

City to approve $10 million budget

BUDGET, from Page 1

month, City Manager Ron Pickman
stressed that costsare going up for the
city, and with ashrinking population,
revenueisgoing down.

“Let’snot spend any money unless
we absolutely haveto,” he said.

Most utility departments have less
money inthe proposed budget for next
year. The water department will have
$997,000, down from $1,049,000;
sewers will have $308,000, from
$333,000; and solid waste $576,000
from$631,000. Theonly utility toraise
spending wasthe el ectric department,
which goesfrom $4.7 to $4.9 million.

Higher electricity costsaccountsfor
part of theincrease, Pickmansaid, and
a plan to lure businesses to town by
paying for part of their utility connec-
tion feestacked atotal of $100,000to
thewater, sewer and el ectrical budgets.

Thecity will spend $310,000paying
for bonds and interest, and $517,000
for employee benefits, up from
$487,000 budgeted last year. Most of
theincrease comesfrom higher insur-
ancerates, Pickmansaid. $11,800isset
aside for vehicle inspections by the
policedepartment, down $3,000 from
last year.

The Goodland Public Library will
get $110,500, up $1,000, plus $9,693
for employeebenefits. Theairport fund
will have $177,238 in it, down from
$203,000.

The general fund is budgeted for
$2.7 million, up about $140,000, al-

At a meeting Monday, the
Goodland City Commission
plans to:

* Hold a budget meeting and
approve the 2003 budget. See
story left.

* Decide whether to enforce
water conservation rules. See
story above.

» Appoint a five-member park
committee.

* Fill terms on the cemetery
and museum advisory boards.

» Learn about an invitation

City meeting

fromthe Kansas Rural WaterAs-
sociation.

» Hear proposals to take over
the city’s trash collection.

*Gointoclosed sessiontotalk
about buying property.

*Hear abouta Municipal Lead-
ership Academy class on Tues-
day, Aug. 23, in Larned.

* Learn about a meeting with
the Northwest Kansas Planning
and Development Commission
to talk about the Open Meeting
Law on Wednesday, Aug. 28, in
Hill City.

money cut from several departments
andtransferredtoareservefundtohelp
match state and federal grants.

Pickman said he asked his depart-
ment headsto keeptheir proposed bud-
getsat thesamelevel sasthey werethis
year, or evenlower. Many couldn’t do
that, so Pickman recommended cutsto
the commissioners, including $5,600
fromthefiredepartment, $4,000 from
the police, $5,000 from the library,
$3,800 from the High PlainsMuseum
and morethan $30,000 from the parks
department.

Most of the money from the parks
was for a proposed sprinkler system,
Pickmansaid. Thecommissionisplan-
ning to set up acommitteeto study the

upwith aplanto maintaintheparksin
timefor the 2004 budget.

Although money isset asidefor de-
partments to buy new equipment or
replace old vehicles, Pickman said
nothing would be spent until it had to
be.

“We'll hold off on buying anything
aslong as we possible can,” he said.
“We have money set asidein case we
havetouseit, but if wedon’t haveto,
wewon't.”

Interest rates on the city’s invest-
mentsdroppedthisyear, Pickmansaid,
to under 2 percent, down from 5 per-
centafew yearsago. Still, hesaid, any
interest isbetter than none.
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Tom Hanks and Paul Newman Fri. & Sat. 6:50 & 9:00 Special Notice
STARRING iN: SuN. - Thurs. 7:00 KANSANS READ THE CLASS-

Road 10 Perdition

(R): Violence & language

Bring this AD to the
theatre for $1 OFF on a

f? www.goodlandnet.com/movies

large popcorn & 2 med.

No Sunday Marinee Aug. 4

Movie Bucks Make Great Gifts

l Sherman l
1203 Main — Phone 899-6103

drinks
EXP. 12/31/02

| APPRECIATE
THE SUPPORT YOU HAVE
SHOWN ME AS YOUR
STATE REPRESENTATIVE!
~ JIM MORRISON

PLEASE REMEMBER TO VOTE IN THE TUESDAY
PRIMARY - IT'S VERY IMPORTANT!

Political ad paid for by Bill Adams, Treasurer.

= TENANT
BASED RENTAL
ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE

Northwest Kansas Housing Inc., a Community Housing
Development Organization (CHDO), was recently awarded
$75,000 in HOME Tenant Based Rental Assistance Pro-
gram funding for Sherman County. Kansas. This program
allows Northwest Kansas Housing, Inc, to provide rental
subsidies, utility deposits and security deposits for income
eligible individuals and families. This assistance is limit

to two years. For more information or to request an
application, please call 1-800-462-3240.

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

OPPORTUNITY

IFIEDS! ADVERTISEin142 Newspa-
pers Statewide! ONLY $250/25
words, $10/extraword. Contact this
Newspaper or KansasPress, 785-271-
5304, www.kspress.com.

SAVEOVER$2000!!! 2x2Display
Ad Network, Advertisein 140 News-
papersAcrossKansasfor $750. Con-
tact this newspaper or Kansas Press
785-271-5304, www.kspress.com.

Steel BuildingsFor Sale

All Steel. Highest quality. Lowest
prices. 24x36x10 $5,169.00
30x40x12 $6,190.00 30x60x12
$7,85.00 40x60x14 $9,499.00
50x100x14 $14,710.00 Other sizes
available. No games. 866-875-8790
toll free.

MUST SELL!! STEEL BUILD-
INGS. Choose from - 30x48, 40X48,
40x60, 50x80, 60x96, 60x120,
80x128, 100x105, 100x208. I deal for
all uses. HUGE DISCOUNTS!! Sum-
mer/Fall Delivery 1-800-866-2784.

SIZZLINGSUMMER SALE! Fac-
tory Direct All Steel Buildings. No
Distributor, NoMiddleman, LessCost.
Many SizesAvailable. Buy Direct &
Savel 1-800-825-0316.

STEEL BUILDING BLOWOUT
SPECIAL! - No one can beat our
prices! 1-800-973-3366 www.pre-
miersteel .org.

Marshal follows dad

MARSHALS, from Page 1

animals with young 4-Hers. He and
Marcianow grow corn, wheat and soy-
beans and raise cattle on their farm.

“He answered questions,” Marcia
said, “and helped people take care of
problems.”

Marcia, who was born in Stafford
County and met Steve at Hutchinson
Junior College, wasn't a4-Her asakid,
but sai d shebecameinvolved through
their children.

She said she hel ped their two sons,
Alexand Nick withtheir 4-H projects,
wasafood leader for about fiveyears
and was|eader of the County Clovers
4-H Clubfor about 3years.

Stevesaid hewent off thefair board
in 2000 because hefelt it wastimefor
new blood. SteveDuell, hasbeenpresi-
dent for two years.

That doesn’t mean Evert isn't still
involved in the community. Heisa
volunteer emergency medical techni-
cian on the ambulance crew and is a
member of the hospital board and the
co-op board.

He still helps with the fair if he's

s path

Marcia and Steve Evert

needed, he said, but triesto stay be-
hind-the-scenes as much as possible.

importance of being involved.
“1f youdon’tliketheway something

“1"m pretty low key now,” he said.
Steve said hisfather taught him the

isgoing, either get with the program,
or leaveitalone,” hesaid.

This year’s schedule:
Saturday, Aug. 3:
8:30 a.m. Dog show
5 p.m. Parade line-up
6 p.m. Parade

Monday:

Schedule of fair events

Northwest Kansas District Free Fair starts Mon-
day, Aug. 5, at the Sherman County Fairgrounds,
with some events starting on Saturday.

Tuesday:

2 p.m. Llama show

3 p.m. Sheep lead, goat show
3:30 p.m. Sheep show

5 p.m. Horse show

8a.m. Judging 4-Hfoods and crafts, Catch-It-Pig
contest sign-up starts

9 a.m. 4-H life skills judging

7 p.m. Kids’ rodeo

Health clinic may join with hospital

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Daily News
The Goodland Regional Medical
Center board talked about theprosand
cons of changing the classification of
Rural Health Ventures from a free-
standing clinic to a hospital-based
clinic during its meeting Monday.
The board needs to consider such
issues as how the decision will affect
employee health plans and pensions,
said hospital Administrator Jay Jolly.
Thehospital hastalked about thisfor
years, said Human ResourcesDirector

Dale Schields, because it might in-
creasereimbursementsfor thedoctors.

It may benefit theclinicto makethe
change, he said, asit could provide
more stability in management.

There are definitely cons, Schields
said, asthehospital will add additional
employeesto its benefit plans.

In order for the change to be made,
Jolly said, thehospital andrural health
boards will have to approveit. If the
change is made, he added, the clinic
wouldbetreated asadepartment of the
hospital.

The board plans to meet at 6 p.m.
Monday, Aug. 12, with the medical
staff. The next regular meeting is at
6:30 p.m. Monday, Aug. 26.

Later, new board members were
welcomed andthoseleavingwererec-
ognizedwith plaguesfor their service.

Gennifer House and Kim Duell re-
placed Dr. Robert McCullough and
Dennis Shank on the board. Shank,
who finished atwo-year term, wasnot
present to receive his plaque. Dr.
McCullough finished Dr. Greg
Bongers term.

N

\

8,

NN

BOSS IS AWAY

SALE.

BUY AN AD,
GET ONE FREE.
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During Aug. 5-16

you can help us celebrate!

You can reach up to 35,000 people outside Sherman County by placing a copy of the ad in
the Country Advocate for just $4.20/col. inch more.

CALL BILL OR ERIC for details at 899-2338, or e-mail us at gdnadv@nwkansas.com




