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commentary

from other pens...

Dems, labor share

mutual goal — Bush

Centrist Democrats and organized labor have plenty of differences,
especialy ontrade, but they’ retryingtowork together when possiblethese
days because they have acommon interest — opposing President Bush.

Bothgroupssay many of thepresident’ spoliciesareout of touchwith
ordinary Americans.

DemocratswithaneyeontheWhiteHousein 2004, faceadifficult task
navigating between thetwo groupson economicissues, especially trade.

Legidlation returning to the president the power to negotiate trade
agreementspassed the SenateonThursday after being narrowly passed
by the House last week. Centrist Democrats generally supported the
measure, while unions strongly opposed it.

Onepotential 2004 presidential candidate, Democratic Houseleader
Dick Gephardt, opposed themeasurebecauseit didn’t“ enhancehuman
rights, reaffirmworker rightsand promote environmental protection.”

Inthe Senate, Mgjority Leader Tom Daschle, aswell as Senators Jo-
seph Lieberman of Connecticut and John K erry of M assachusettsvoted
forthelegidation. Sen. John Edwardsof North Carolina, wherethetex-
tile industry has been hurt by trade agreements, voted against it after
protectionsfor theindustry he put in the Senate bill were stripped out.

John Sweeney, president of theAFL-CIO, said Thursday apolitician’s
voteismoreimportant thanmembershipinacertain caucuswithintheparty.

“L ook at thetradevoteasan example. Thosewhovoted againstitare
responding to the concerns of our membersand thosewho voted for it
voted against working families,” Sweeney said.

Unionsareworried about Bush’s effortsto pass|egislation that cre-
ates a Department of Homeland Security while altering civil service
and union protections.

“It’'s the most important issue,” Sweeney said. “ The protection of
collective bargaining and the respect of laws such ascivil serviceand
equal opportunity ... arevery important to workers.”

Many Senate Democrats, including Daschle, Liebermanand Kerry,
have been very vocal intheir opposition to Bush'sefforts.

Bushinsistsheneedsbroad powersover personnel tofight thewar on
terror. Hehasthreatened to veto legislation that doesn’t meet that need.

“What gallsall of usisthe president and his homeland security chief
takeevery opportunity to havetheir picturestaken with (unionized) New
York City copsandfiremen,” said Martin Dunleavy of theAmerican Fed-
eration of Government Employees. At the same time, they are pushing
legidlationthat woul d weaken theprotection of federal employees, hesaid.

Confrontationswiththeadministrationonissueslikethat tendtodimin-
ish lingering tensions between centrist Democrat lawmakers and |abor.

Gephardt, alongtimechampion of organizedlabor, told membersof the
centrist Democratic L eadership Council in New York City thisweek that
therivalry between moderate Democratsand unionswas* afal sechoice.”

Gephardt, who helped found the DL C in the mid-1980s, told reporters
he'snever understood why business and labor have to be at odds because
“they’ rebothtryingtodothesamething” inmaking businessesprofitable.

The DLC and labor unions have toned down some differences over
thepast twoyearsand havemet occasionally lookingfor commonground.

“WehaveacommoninterestingettingaDemocrat back intheWhite
House,” saysAl From, founder and chief executive of the DLC.

Steve Rosenthal, political director of the AFL-CIO, agreed thetwo
groups have been looking for waysto work together more effectively.

Whilethegroupsdiffer ontradeand someeconomicissues, they agree
on opposing the homel and security measure that reduces union clout.

Therivalry still surfacesin some areas, though, especially in push-
ing certain type of Democratic candidatesin party primaries.

Fivepotential presidential candidatesspoketotheDL CmeetinginNew
York, whilepotential candidateAl Goresaid hehad other commitments.
Gore met with leaders of almost a dozen unionsjust two days|ater, on
Thursday, in Washington. In palitics, such timing is seldom accidental.

EDITOR SNOTE —WII Lester coverspoliticsand polling for The
Associated Press.
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There’s lots to see and do

Everyear sincel’velivedinGoodland|’ vegone
tothefair.

Atleast | thought | did.

Actually, I justwenttothecarnival, and oneyear
tothedemoalition derby, but nothing else. | didn’t
think | would beinterested intherest of what was
going on.

I’m not afarmer. I’ ve never been around ani-
mals. Why would | want to go seeabunch of sheep
and pigs?

Thisyear Il bethere. I mean, I’ [ really bethere.
Every day.

| want to see the animal shows, and the tractor
pull.1’mlookingforwardtothecraft displaysand
Family Fun Night. The rodeos sound interesting,
andthere’ snoway I’ mgoingtomissthe Catch-It-
Pig contest.

| had to missthe 4-H fashion show, but | caught
thehand-held pet exhibits. Andyes, I’ 1l check out
the carnival, too. The new Bullet looks like one
mean ride.

Why didn’t anyone tell me there was so much
interesting stuff going on?

Asthe fair drew nearer, alot of people found
themselveswith extrawork, including thoseof us
at the newspaper. All of uswent out and met with
organizers, talked to kids entering their animals,
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and interviewed long-time supporters of thefair.

We put out aspecial fair insert Thursday, which
meant more extrawork and alate night at the of -
fice. Itwasworthit. | never knew therewassomuch
tothe event.

| didn’t realizehow muchwork wentintoit. | had
noideatherewassomuchtodo. | didn’tknow how
many peoplegotinvolved, and how muchtimethey
put into their projects. And | had no clue | would
get so excited about going thisyear.

Growing upin Phoenix, wedidn't get out to the
statefair much, and when wedid, we pretty much
stuck totherides. Oneyear my momdragged usto
look at aphotography exhibit, whichwasnice, but
it wasn't something to capture the attention of a
young boy.

Thisfairlookslikeit could keep anyone' satten-
tion. The fair board members I’ ve talked to said
there will be something for everyone at the fair-

at the fair

grounds, and they should know what they’ re tal k-
ing about.

Hopeto seeyou there.

Fast food lawsuit

A gentlemanin New York named Caesar Barber
hassuedfour national fast-food chainsfor* mis ead-
ing” him about the nutritional value of their food.

Thefirsttimel heardthis| thought it wasajoke,
sort of aparody of those who sue tobacco compa:
nies. The guy says he's been eating fast food four
orfivetimesaweek for almost 50years, and blames
it for his diabetes, high blood pressure and many
heart attacks.

Well, duh!

He'sasking for money to help pay for hismedi-
cal expenses, and wantsrestaurantsto offer awider
variety of food, including vegetarian menus.

The5-foot-10-inch, 272-poundjanitor’ sattorney,
Samuel Hirsch, saysthe lawsuit is the first of its
kind. | don’t doubt it. Everyone else in the world
knowsthat eating greasy hamburgersfor 50 years
isgoing tokill you dead, dead, dead.

| think theguy hasbeenwatchingtoo many news
showsabout peoplewinninginsanely highverdicts
from large companies. Maybeinstead of going af-
ter McDonald's, KFC andtherest, heshould suethe
television networksfor damageto hisintelligence.

Economy turning more people into homeless

It's hard to walk the streets of Denver, or any
other American city, without getting panhandled.

It's not something we see much of in Oberlin.
Youread about bumsridingtherailsintheDepres-
sionera, andtouchingasmall-townfamily totrade
lunch for aday’swork. That wasadifferent time.

Today, therearen’t many trainsin small towns,
and the police have gotten alot better at keeping
ridersoff therails. Weget anoccasional hitchhiker
or wandering transient, but mostly, the sheriff just
givesthemaridetothenext county. They may get
aroom or aplaceto stay, but they moveon.

If you' vebeeninthecity lately, though, it’slikely
you'vebeentouched. Anditisn'tjust your imagi-
nation that there are more homeless individuals
(can’t call them bumsanymore) out on the streets
today.

The food bank in Denver reports a 20 percent
increasein requeststhisyear over last. Timesare
tough and people are hurting.

But why arethere so many peopleonthestreet?
Why arethey so bold that they canjust stand ona
corner and stop cars, asking for ahandout?

Someof themarejust downontheir luck, asmost
of them say. Others are the ones who just can’t
functioninsociety for onereasonor another. Thirty
years ago, alot of them would have been in state
mental institutions. Othersmight have spent alot
of timeinjail.

Inthelast few decades, though, courtshavemade
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ittougher tolock peopleupjust becausethey don’t
conformto our ideaof amaodel citizen. Today, you
can’'t lock somebody away in a state hospital be-
cause hecan't (or won't) hold ajob or takeabath
or stopdrinking. Only thosewho areso crazy they
areathreat to themselvesor otherscan beheldin
amental ingtitution, and most of the state hospi-
talsareclosed.

Thanksto the Supreme Court, police no longer
can arrest people for vagrancy. It’s no longer a
crimenottohaveajobor aplacetolive. Andsleep-
ing onthestreet or inavacant lotisn'tillegal un-
lessthelandowner complains. (Andtoday, therail-
roadisliableto complain.)

Sothereareal ot of peopleout onthestreet, many
of themmoreor lesspermanent dropoutsfromthe
job-and-paycheck segment of society. Some of
them are homel ess due to apoor economy or bad
[uck, but many were on the brickseven when em-
ployment was at record lows. They smply can’t
leada“normal” life, butwho'stosay they areworse
off today than ageneration ago, whentheir prede-

cessorswere locked up in hospital wards?

Rescue missions and food banks do what they
can. But thereality is, itisn’t much.

Onthestreet, theretendtobetwodistinct groups.
Thereareolder men, grizzled and broken, who’ ve
obviously beenat thisfor awhile. Amongthemisa
sprinkling of women and younger men, and this
group is predominantly white, though there are
blacksand all other racesin the mix.

Then there are the lost youths, runaways anc
street kids who spend their time out on the pave-
ment. They tend to have an edgeto them.

Sometry to stare straight ahead and pretend the
street people don’'t exists. Cynthiasaysit'swrong
for those of uswho have moreto pass by someone
in need, no matter what the reason. | like to think
I’magood Christian, so | try to respond.

But what do you do when you’ vegiven all your
change to one panhandler, and there are two more
ontheblock whoneed changefor a“ cup of coffee”
| hateto whip out my wallet.

Thentherearethepunk kids, theoneswith chains
and piercings and spiked, multicolored hair, torn
clothes and lots of tattoos, sitting on the curb and
sharing acigarette.

The other night, one asked usfor acontribution
tothe“National Cannabis Relief Society.”

“And | promiseyou, | will get high,” hesaid.

We stared ahead and walked on, laughing aswe
went. At least he was honest about it.

Brits use animal waste to generate power

America’s dependence on foreign oil isana-
tional security problem.

The solution to this dependenceis easy. Either
we produce more oil ourselves by increasing our
domestic production or we begin tapping new ar-
eassuch astheArctic Wildlife Refugein Alaska.

Asour government continuestodragitsfeet, our
friends the Brits are getting with it. They have
begun experimentingwithanew sourceof energy
that we have an abundance of — dung. | know
Topekaand Washington, D.C. arefull of it.

The United Kingdom’s first ever dung-fired
power station started operatingin early May, tak-
ingtheexcrement of nearly 5,000 cows, chickens,
and hogsand lighting up homes around the north
coast of Devon.

Thisisthefirst of a network of possibly 100
"green” energy plantsinthe U.K. The plant will
take cow, chicken and hog dung from 28 local
farmsand useit to generate up to two megawatts
of electricity for the British national grid, aswell
ashot water for local schools, hospitalsand even
aswimming pool. The$11.2 million plantispow-
ered by roughly 150,000 tons of animal slurry
(dung) and food processing waste, producing
methanegaswhichisdrawnoff torun generators.

Itisab0-50 joint venture between Farmatic of
Germany and afirm to be owned by local farm-
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ers, will feed 2,000 kilowattsof power intothena-
tional Grid, enough to light up about 600 homes.

WEell, what about thesmell ? Theplant’sManag-
ing Director Charles Clarke said the local com-
munity’ searly worriesabout smell had given way
to support for the pioneering eco-venture.

“We' ve been bringing slurry (dung) in for six
weeksnow, andthere’ sbeenno problem,” hesaid.

Thedlurryisfermentedfor about 20days, which
generatesthe methane gas. Oncethe methane has
been extracted in digesters, the waste sludge is
treated to remove deadly spores such as tubercu-
losisandfoot-and-mouth. Theremainingvirtually
odor freeliquidisreturnedtothefarmersand used
asafertilizer. Thiscutsthe amount of bagged fer-
tilizer thefarmer hasto buy.

Farmatic UK managing director Jurgen Fink, a
Danishcitizen, saidthefirmhopedtostart“ asmany
aspossible” similar plantsaround the country.

“Thereishiginterest acrossBritain, andwehave
been approached by groups of farmers and food

processorswho areinterested in setting up similar
facilities,” hesaid.”

Dung-fuelled power stationsareal ready popul ar
in Germany and Denmark, which both have about
20 large-scale plantsin operation.

Fink said the new U.K. plant had begun collect-
ingslurry, andwasinthebiol ogical processing phase
to produce the gas. He added: “1 would say that
within afew weeks we should be able to have the
right quality gas and start to produce electricity.”

Theprocesshasbeenheld up becauseof red tape
from the U.K. environment agency that wants tc
classify eachtanker of fertilizer returnedtoafarmer
aswasteandrequirealicensefor eachdelivery, even
thoughtheoriginal slurry isaready classed asfer-
tilizer. One of the major environmental plusses of
theplantisthat it solvestheproblem of controlling
farmwastethat isapotential pollutant of thewater
supply. Clarkesaid, “ Thesetypesof power stations
operatein Germany and Denmark without aprob-
lemsowearehopingwecanironout any problems.”

A spokeswomanfor theenvironment agency said,
“Because thisis the first station of itskind in the
U.K., theissueof licensing hastaken longer tore-
solvebut we hopeto givethe go-ahead shortly. We
arevery muchinfavor of it.”

Washington and Topekatake note. The citizens
of Kansas may have some usefor you yet.



