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City to fine water wasters

WATER, from Page 1

“In June, we used 91 million. With
thewarning, instead of going down, it
went up,” Pickman said.

“Fortunately, we did have some
voluntary compliance. Otherwise we
probably would havebeen at over 100
millionin July.”

Pickman said Goodland was one of
thefew citiesintheareawhich hadn’t
restricted water useyet.

“Thestatehassaiditwouldbeagood
idea if we would do something,” he
said.

August has always been a high
month for water usage, Pickman said,
and if it isn’t cut this month, the city
could bein danger of passingitslimit
of 700 million gallonsfor theyear.

At the end of July, the city used al-
most 367 million gallonsfor theyear.
If another 90 million is used this
month, the city can only pump an av-

erageof 60 millionduringthelast four
monthsof theyear, or facefinesby the
state.

Thecityisallowedupto700million
gallons ayear, Pickman said, but the
state recommends each person only
use about 250 gallons a day, which
comestoabout 575milliongallonsfor
thecity inayear.

Asidefromthetotal usage, eachwell
can only pump so many gallons,
Pickmansaid,andNo. 11isclosetoits
limit. If it hasto be shut down, it will
place a burden on the other wells, he
said.

The city has been pumping all its
wells aimost continuously, Pickman
said, includingtheoneby theoldland-
fill which the city had been trying not
tousefor fear of spreading groundwa-
ter contamination.

All thecommissionersagreed some-
thing needed to be done to conserve
water, but Commissioner Chuck

L utterssai d hethought theplanwastoo
restrictivefor theschools. L uttersisthe
school district’ smaintenance supervi-
sor.

“There is no way we can water the
grassat theschool sfor threehourstwo
days aweek and keep them going,”
Lutterssaid. “They’ll die.”

Lutterssaid that if the grassdieson
the Goodland High School football
field and on playgrounds, kids could
get hurt when they play on them. He
voted against the plan.

Commissioner Dean Blumesaid he
thought the plan was reasonable.

“1 see nothing in there which will
hinder keepingalawn alivemost of the
summer,” he said.

Pickman saidtheplanshouldonly be
in placefor about amonth.

“Itwon’tlastforever,” hesaid. “ Af-
ter August, it coolsdownandwewon'’t
haveasmany of theseproblems. After
amonth, we hopeto get rid of it.”

Higher water rates rejected by city

The Goodland City Commission
talked about it, but they decided not to
charge higher ratesto peoplewho use
the most water.

When the commission declared a
water emergency at its meeting Mon-
day and gave the staff the power to
enforceconservation, they weregiven
the option of setting a temporary
“tiered” rate.

City Manager RonPickmangavethe
commissioners a proposed ordinance
which would have charged accounts
that inamonth used between 1,600 and
3,350 cubic feet, about 12,000 and
25,000 gallons, $1.50 per 100 cubic
feet.

People who used more than 3,350
would havebeencharged $2. Theregu-
lar rate is $.95 per 100 cubic feet.

A family of four using 250 gallons

per person per day, what Pickman says
the state would like to see, would use
4,011 cubic feet over amonth, which
would put theminthehighest bracket.

If thefamily could cut their usageto
200 gallons per day, it would comein
at 3,209 cubicfeet, inthemiddlerate.

The proposed fees were based on
Colby’s, Pickman said.

Colby started conserving water last
month, and with their restrictionsand
new ratesthey have cut usage about a
million gallons per day, he said.

“Sometimes, something likethisis
theonly way toget peopl €' sattention,”
Pickman said.

Commissioner Curtis Hurd said he
thought new rateswould beunfair, and
that thecity should concentrate on en-
forcing the other conservation mea-
sures.

“Let’stakethisonestep at atime,”
hesaid.

Commissioner Rick Billinger said
apartments, hospital sand other places
where more than one person ison the
same meter would be hurt by the ordi-
nance.

“| think the little people would be
hurt moreby thisthan some of the bet-
ter-off people, who might be the ones
wasting water in the first place,”
Billinger said.

Pickman said the city would check
itsmeterson Monday, Aug. 19, theday
of the next commission meeting, and
the commissioners could review the
ordinance again then.

“By then we'll know where we
stand,” Hurd said.

“If we have to, we can decide
whether to do thisthen.”

State revenues off by $50 million in July

By John Milburn
Associated Press Writer

TOPEKA— State revenue collec-
tions for the first full month of fiscal
year 2003 have been tallied, and the
resultsarenot what officialswerehop-
ing.

Accordingtoareport Monday from
the Kansas L egidlative Research De-
partment report, revenues fell nearly
$50 million short of expectationsin
July.

Thestatefinishedits2002fiscal year

onJune30withabout $212millionless
than forecast.

In July, tax collections were off by
$18 million, with retail sales, use and
individual incometaxesfalling below
estimates.

However, officials noted that the
overall numberswere somewhat mis-
leading becauseof theearly transfer of
$19millionfromthestategeneral fund
for school district aid and adelay ina
payment from Kansas' portion of a
national settlement of litigation by
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states against large tobacco compa-
nies.

Revenue estimates were revised in
June to reflect increases in the state
sales, motor fuels and cigarette taxes
that that took effect July 1. Legislators
approved $252 millionin new taxesto
close agap inthe state budget.
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Cpl. Dave Becker, a Goodland police officer, directed traffic Monday afternoon at the intersection of
12th Street and Main. The traffic light stopped working from about 1:30to 2 p.m.
Photo by Doug Stephens/The Goodland Daily News

WASHINGTON (AP)—U.S. mili-
tary intelligence has not been able to
improve its information gathering,
despite efforts beginning before the
September terrorist attacks, Defense
Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld said
today.

“We have not made many strides
sincel’ ve been hereinimproving the
intelligencetake,” Rumsfeld said dur-
inga“Town Hall” meeting with mili-
tary and civilianworkersat the Penta-
gon.

Rumsfeld said he and other Penta-
gon officials are considering “ having
asomewhat more senior person over-
seeing the intelligence” to make sure
“the focusis more laser-like” on get-
tingbetter informationfor fightingthe
war on terrorism.

ThePentagonalsoislookingatways
to help military intelligence agencies
work moreclosely withcivilian agen-
cies such as the Central Intelligence
Agency and the FBI.

Rumsfeldreportedly isconsidering

creatingacivilianpost, undersecretary
of defense for intelligence, which
would have to be approved by Con-
gress. Democrat Bob Graham, chair-
man of the Senate Intelligence Com-
mittee, hassaidthat any decisiononthe
new position should await hearingson
how best toreorganizetheentireintel -
ligence community.

In aninterview Monday, Rumsfeld
madethecasefor moreaggressiveU.S.
pursuit of terroristsoutsideof Afghani-
stan. He said Taliban and al- Qaida
fightersare lingering in nearby coun-
tries, hopingfor achancetosneak back
in and seize power.

“They can come right back in the
minuteyouturnyour head, soyou have
to be aggressive in seeing that they
don’t feel there’'s an opportunity for
them to re-establish themselves,”
Rumsfeld said.

“Then you say well, what more ag-
gressive can you do? In Afghanistan,
the answer is not much,” Rumsfeld
said. “Wecan probably try to find bet-

_Rumsfeld pushing for better info

ter ways of finding the al-Qaida whc
haveleft Afghanistan.”

Pakistanand Yemenhavebeenvery
cooperative with U.S. efforts to hunt
al-Qaida down, Rumsfeld said, but
Iran and Iraq have not. And he ex-
pressedfearsthat al-Qaidawill turnup
in Indonesia, “which is aworrisome
place.”

Rumsfeld spoke Monday to report-
erstaking partintheNational Journal-
istsRoundtabl e, aforumthat promotes
increased accessbetweentop U.S. of -
ficialsand black reporters.

Last month, Rumsfeld ordered Air
Force Gen. Charles Holland, head of
the Special Operations Command, tc
develop amore aggressive plan to ap-
prehend or kill al-Qaida terrorists.
Holland briefed Rumsfeld about the
evolving plan last week.

On Monday, Gen. Tommy Franks,
head of U.S. Central Command, pre-
sentedthelatest Pentagon scenariofor
invading Iraqto President Bushand his
foreign advisers.
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