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Saints and sinners: Looking at science vs. the supernatural

Living in ascientific age, we are convinced
thereisalogical explanation for everything.

Even so, there are times when the only re-
sponseto seemingly inexplicableeventsaround
usisto scratch our headsin amazement. Take
what happened to acoupl eof my acquaintance.
After they had moved from thecity into a140-
year-old farmhouse, they noticed onemorning
that the door to the guest room wasopen. They
had alwayskept that room shut to save on heat.
Afew morningslater, they awakenedtofindthe
light oninthe room.

When the door was found open on other
mornings, the husband searched for some ex-
planation, suchasthewind or afaulty door latch.
Heput awad of paper betweenthedoor andthe
jamb to keep the door from opening. Even af-
ter doing this, however, he would sometimes
find the door open in the morning and thewad

of paper onthefloor.

“That didn’t bother meso much,” hesaid. “I
assumed | hadn’t madethewads of paper thick
enough. But | wasreally shaken one morning
to find the door to the room open and the wad
of paper not on thefloor but ontop of achest of
drawerssix feet from the door!”

I's there a reasonabl e theory to account for
such eerie occurrences?

Even stranger isthe story of an Eastern Air-
linesjet that crashed in the Florida everglades
in1972. Amongthe101 casualtieswerethepil ot
and flight engineer.

Afewmonthslater, theghostsof thetwocrew
membersbeganto appear onother EasternAir-
linesplanesthat wereusing salvaged partsfrom
thewrecked plane.

Inhisbook, “ The Ghost of Flight 101" (Ber-
keley Medallion Books, 1976), John G. Fuller
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tellsof oneoccasion after theaccident. A flight
attendant discovered shehad onemore passen-
ger than she could account for onthe manifest.
Then shespotted an EasternAirlinescaptainin
uniform she hadn’t remembered seeing.

“1 beg your pardon, captain,” she said, “I
don’'t haveyouonmy list.” Hedidn't respond,
but stared straight ahead. Shecalledthecaptain.
When he leaned down to address the man in
uniform, heturned white.

“My God!” hesaid.“It'sBobLoft!” Loft had

been thepilot of theill-fated plane. Assoon as
thecaptainblurted out L oft'sname, themandis-
appeared.

AccordingtoFuller’sbook, that wasjust one
of themany occasionsinwhichEasternAirlines
crew membersand passengersreported seeing
the ghosts of Loft and the flight engineer.

Susy Smith, author of “ Prominent American
Ghosts’ (World Publishing Co., 1967), says
ghosts appear at the places where they were
happiest or saddest or at the scene of a great
crimeor accidentinwhichthey wereinvolved.

The renowned Society for Psychical Re-
search in London, made up of psychologists,
physicists and doctors, still has an open mind
onthe subject of ghosts.

While conceding that many ghost stories
originateintheimaginationsof people, it does
gosofar astosay itisnotimpossiblethat there

aresuch things as ghosts.

The society isaware of the chance for frauc
onthepart of mediumswho purport to bespeak-
ing to the dead. Consequently, mediums who
cometo the society are put through stiff tests.
They arerequiredtoblow throughtheir lipsthe
entiretimethey are conducting aseance.

Becauseitisimpossibletoblow throughyour
lipsand speak at thesametime, if avoi cespeaks
whilethemediumisblowingthroughhisor her
lips, thepresumptionisthatitisauthentic—the
spirit of the deceased is speaking through the
medium’s voi ce mechanism.

But most seancesareheldinthedark, you say.
Under such conditions a medium can pretend
to be blowing while not blowing at all and no
onewill bethewiser.

Next week, 1"l tell you how the society nips
that littlerusein the bud.

In heart of Bible Belt, Russian Orthodox church far from ordinary

By Jay Reeves
Associated Press Writer

BROOKSIDE, Ala. — The Rev.
Benedict Tallant seems like atypical
Alabamapreacher withhisGM C pickup
truck and slow drawl, yet the three-
armed cross and onion-shaped copper
domeonhislittlebrick church stand out
inthe Bible Belt.

Tallant — Father Benedict to parish-
ioners— ispastor of St. Nicholas Rus-
sian Orthodox Church, the oldest patri-
archal Russian congregation in the
South.

Just as Roman Catholic churchesre-
porttothepopein Rome, tiny St. Nicho-
lasisunder theauspicesof Alexy 11, head
of thechurchin Russia

“Qur patriarchisinMoscow,” Tallant
said.

That’salong way from Brookside, a
town of about 1,400 people some 20
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miles north of Birmingham.

Thechurchwasorganizedin 1894 for
Slavic immigrants who came to Ala-
bamato work in area coal mines. The
mines played out years ago, but ahalf-
dozen of the congregationsremain.

“Mostfamilieshadupto10kids,” said
Helen Slatsky, at 80 the oldest active
member at St. Nicholas, which hasabout
70membersand averages 30 peoplefor
its Sunday service.

Slatsky’s parents immigrated from
Slovakiaintheearly 1900s. Her lifeto-
day isamix of the Old World and the
New: Twoiconshangonawal | aboveher
TV, whileaminiatureUniversity of Ala-
bamafootball helmet decoratesatable-
top.

The congregation has changed
through the decades. While the church
cemetery isfilledwithtombstonesbear-
ing family names including
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Bobyarchick, Krofchick and Yarchak,
the current church roll includes people
named Buzbee, Davisand Beck.

“We' ve got a McCracken — a good
Russian name,” joked Tallant.

Tallant,whogrew upinnearby Walker
County, attended both BaptistandMeth-
odist churchesbefore converting to the
Russian Orthodox church. Ordainedin
1962 after completing a home-study
course, hehasbeenat St. Nicholasever
since.

While St. Nicholas maintains many
traditionsdating back toitsearliest days
as an immigrant congregation, the
church — like many other Russian
churches abroad — has adapted as its
first generationdied away, tobereplaced
by Americans.

Icons adorned with English words
hang near the Royal Doors, which lead
totheenclosed dltar area. Theliturgy is

(Disciples of Christ)
Pastor: Loren Strait

in English with a touch of church
Slavonic, anOld World ancestor of mod-
ernRussian. “Wehaven'thadafull Rus-
sian liturgy since onefamily went back
to Moscow” around 1998, said Tdl lant.

The church still has afew Russian-
speaking members, but most speak En-
glishonly. Thegranddaughter of immi-
grants, ElizabethBeck singsinthechoir
and helpsmaintain theliturgical calen-
dar. ShewenttoRussiawithagrouplast
year to get ataste of her churchinits
nativeland.

“I enjoyed the language and the
churchesbeing sobeautiful. Wearevery
small,” shesaid.

St. Nicholaslooksmuch the sameto-
day asinitsearliest days.

Built in 1916 after one church was
destroyed by atornado and asecond by
fire, thetemplesitson land donated de-
cades ago by U.S. Steel, which em-

ployed many of theimmigrant miners.

The 86-year-old church originally
wasall wood, withatongue-and-groove
ceilingand paintedwalls. Memberspan-
eled the interior in dark wood after
Tallant arrived, and brown bricks were
added to the exterior.

Theold parsonagewasconvertedtoa
parish house, where Sunday school les-
sons and other events are held. A food
festival heldeach November drawshun-
dredsof people, many of whombuy nest-
ing dolls and other Russian items pur-
chased through awholesaler.

St. Nicholasbel ongstothesmallest of
the three Russian heritage denomina-
tionsintheUnited States, called the Pa-
triarchal Parishesof the Russian Ortho-
dox Church in the United States of
America

It has 32 congregations, while the
Russian Orthodox Church OutsideRus-

siahas177 and the Orthodox Churchin
Americahas721.

Thereareahandful of Russianheritage
churchesinAlabama. Consequently, St.
Nicholas has experienced problems
throughtheyearsbecauseof unfamiliar-
ity withits heritage and practices.

Teenagers who didn’t recognize the
Orthodox cross have called members
devil worshippers, Tallant said, and one
youngmanreferredto St. Nicholasasthe
“communist church” becauseof itsRus-
sian rootsand the old Soviet Union.

“1 said, * Son, you' re showing your
ignorance of both religion and politics.
Thischurchwaspersecuted by thecom:-
munists,”’ saidthepriest.

Such dightsareraretoday, according
toTallant. Thechurchregularly hasvisi-
tors, and the small sanctuary gets
crowded on Easter and other special days.

“We can pack’eminhere,” hesaid.
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g\\! Church of ‘Jesus Christ
of Latter-Day Saints
1200 15th Street » Burlington, CO = (970) 664-2470
Sacrament Meeting. 9:30 am
Sunday School: 10:45 am
Priesthood/Relief Society: 11:30 am

mord of Life Foursquare Ghurﬂ

Pastor: John Coumerilh
Sunday: \Worship Celebration &
Kids’ Church: 10:30 am

223 E. 10th
899-5250
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i 309-2468

United Methodist Church
Pastor: Leonard Cox

Sunday: Sunday School:
Worship Service: 10:15 am
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Worship Service: 10:45am CST
Sunday School: 9:45 am CST

Minister: Rev. Bob Winters
Worship Service: 9 am CST
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Winona:
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9Iglisia Del Dios Vivo
La Luz Del Mundo
Spanish Speaking Church
Minister: Esteban Ortiz B.
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Pastor: Matthew Delp
Third & Caldwell
899-2080 or 899-3797
Sunday: Sunday School: 9:45 am
Worship Service: 10:50 am
Evening Service: 6 pm

Pastor: Bud Chester
Fifth & Center » 899-3450
Sunday: Sunday School: 9:15 am
Morning Worship: 10:30 am
Evening Worship: 6:30 pm
‘Tuesday: Mens’ Prayer Group: 6:00 am

,j Thursday: Night Bible Study: 7:00 pm .:

Seventh Day Adventist Church
1160 Cattletrail
Pastor: Arlin Cochran « 785-332-2888
Saturday: Sabbath School: 9:30 am
Worship Service: 11 am

Special Notice: Handicap Accessible, Hearing
Assistance Equipment and Infant and Toddler ]

Nurseries Available

First United Methodist Church
1116 Sherman
899-3631

1]
Pastor. Rev. Janet Hernandez ||
Sunday. Sunday School: 9:15 am

Worship Service: 8 am and 10:30 am ﬁj

Sonvrise Christian Church L{j
Ninth & Caldwell » 899-5398
Minister: Tony Kafka
Youth Minister: Doug Bean
Sunday. \Worship Service: 9:30 am
Sunday School: 10:45 am
Wednesday:
Junior/Senior High Meeting: 7 pm

Adult & Children’s Classes: 7 pm 3]
FF Emmanuel Lutheran Church %
13th & Sherman  899-6161

|| Pastor: Scott Grimshaw ||
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Sunday: Sunday School: 8:45 am
Worship Service: 10 am
Wednesday: Confirmation: 6 pm
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Morning Prayer: 9:30 am 1st & 5th Sundays
Holy Eucharist: 2nd, 3rd, & 4th Sundays: 9:30
Sr. Warden for emergencies during the week 899-2067 5]

109 Willow Road = 899-6400
Pastor.
Sunday. Sunday School: 9:45 am [
Morning Worship: 11 am
Evening Worship: 6 pm
Wednesday: Call for location d

grace Fellowship Church
104 E. Hwy 24 « 899-6423
Pastor: Bob Snyder = Residence: 899-0134
Sunday: Sunday School: 10 am
Worship Service: 11 am

=\
g\_r Gur Lady of Perpetual Help C

Youth Group at Gattshall’s at 5:30 pm
Adult Bible Study 6 pm

13th & Center

899-2115 or Rectory 899-2114
Priest: Father Charles Schneider
Deacon: Gretchen Talitha
Adult Forum: Sunday : 8:30 am

1601 Texas « 899-5275
Daily Prayer: Sunday thru
Saturday: 5 am & 6 pm

Sunday: Sunday School: 10 am 5]

U{:

Pastor: Father Norbert Dlabal
307 W. 13th = 899-7205
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
4:30-5 pm Saturday or by appointment
Mass Schedule:
Saturday: 6 pm
Sunday: 10:30 am
Spanish Mass:

Serving the rural community for over 100 years
Rt. 1, Box 180 » 694-2807 « 3190 Road 70
Pastor: Jim Cress
899-5784
Sunday:. \Worship Service: 9 am
Sunday School: 10 am

‘The following sponsors urge YOU to attend your chosen House of Worship this Sabbath:

good Samaritan Center

h 208 W. 2nd

Koons Funeral Chapel

North Main
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1205 Main

Short & Son Trucking
Hwy. 24

‘Topside Office Products, Inc.

1110 Main 1




