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commentary

from our viewpoint...

Fall governor’s race
should be interesting

Thefall elections should be among the more interesting in Kansas
history.

With aracefor governor apparently between Tim Shallenburger on
the Republican side and I nsurance Commissioner Kathleen Sebelius
as the Democrat, voters will have a clear choice on styles, party and
issues.

Sebelius, who reports raising more than $1.3 million already, may
be seen as the front-runner, but conservative voters may not be ready
for her.

TheRepublicanswill gettogether andtry tocatchup. That'sOK. We'll
haveachoicebetweenastanch conservativeandamildly liberal Demo-
crat. It might not have been that way.

Until she pulled the plug on her campaign, Attorney General Carla
Stovall had the Republican nomination in her hip pocket.

A Stovall-Sebeliusracewould have been acontest of thealikes. Se-
belius, themoderateDemocrat. Stovall themoderate Republican. Both
proven campaigners with statewide name recognition. More impor-
tantly, strong candidates with that certain something, call it star qual-
ity, charisma, whatever you like.

It would have been abattleto the end, and who'sto say which of the
two strong and gutsy ladies would have been standing at the end?

But Kathleen Sebelius wants to be governor, and Carla Stovall did
not, at least not bad enough to put up with therace.

Now Sebelius seemsto be headed acrossthe street tothegovernor’s
officewhile Stovall is planning her honeymoon.

Theabrupt announcement by the attorney general, after aEuropean
vacation, that shewasleaving theracetook therest of the GOPby sur-
prise. Her withdrawal |eft the party without asingle strong candidate
in aracewherethe Democratsalready had their star.

Sebelius looks good, her team is crack, her positions are pat. She
should be ahead. And why not? Shewas born to the race.

Daughter of an Ohio congressman and governor, she grew up with
palitics. Then she married into one of the best-known, and best liked,
Kansas political families. Her husband’s father, Keith Sebelius, took
Bob Dole'splacein Congress. After heretired, they named thefederal
reservoir near hishometown of Norton after him.

She’s proven that she knows how to run arace, winning election to
the Kansas House four times, then winning the job of insurance com-
missioner.

She may not hold onto her commanding lead, but the money in the
bank saysshewon’tloseit all or easily. She'salready raised morethan
threetimeswhat the richest Republican candidate had, and beforethe
primary, she spent very littlefrom that war chest.

Thereisonly oneflaw in her performanceto date: she'sacardboard
cutout candidate, beautiful, but not deep. Her public pronouncements
arepap, and sheducksthetough questions, like, will youraisetaxesto
maintain state services. She'sawayssaying she'll “fight for theright
of Kansanstodo” whatever, but shewon'’t say if she' dincreaseour taxes.

It'sbull to dodgethe obviousquestions. Either shewill or shewon't,
but people deserveto know.

Sofar, her statements arelong on bombast and short on substance.

Betweennow and theel ection, that hasto change. Weneedideasfrom
thecandidates, not sound bites, andthat’ swhat Sebeliushasbeenhand-
ing out. — Steve Haynes
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Those dang cats!!* %o#* & %ol 1]

Thekittensweregetting older and needed tobe
gone. It wasmorethantimefor sontocomehome
and pick them up. However, he broke hiscar and
had no way to get here from Lawrence.

| suggested that we drop the kittens off on our
way to Omaha. It wasalittle— likefour hours—
out of theway, but we could have dinner with the
kidand still getto our hotel beforemidnight. And,
best of all, thekittens— July and Autumn, or Jewel
and Frank, take your pick — would be gone.

It was agood thing that we had made that deci-
sion. It spared acoupleof littleliveswhen | found
out what thedear little bundlesof fur had beenup
to.

Since son has been in Lawrence all summer, |
used hisbedfor storageof thingswebrought back
from China. Mostly itwaspaperwork — brochures
fromthehotels, newspapersanditineraries. [twas
stuff | wanted but most of it wasn’t particularly
important.

It’'snot aroom we go into most of thetime. We
just sort of ignoreit.

| hadto gointhereto get somethingsto taketo
son. That’swhen| noticedthesmell — Cat, witha

Tothe Editor:

| asacitizen of Goodland have somemorecon-
cernsastowhat isgoing on here. InApril | wrote
aletter about our trash problem. Sincethat time, |
received anoticethat they evaluated my property
up $1,000. More good news.

Aroundthemiddleof April, | took atripandvis-
ited somefriendsinthePhoenix areaandfound out
they pay $14.95 amonth for trash pick up but no
charges from the county. They have two roll out
containers, onefor recyclablewhich they put pa-
per, glassand cansin it and it is sorted out | ater.
Theother onehasgarbage. | visitedafriendinLas
Vegas, and they put everything in their garbage
dumpsters.

| received a 17-page information sheets at my
door on waste management for Sherman County
and the City of Goodland. The city picks up my
dumpster, shared withthreehousehol ds, on Tues-
days. Most of the time during the weekend it is
rather full. | have taken the timeto recycle paper

Here in small-town America, we hear stories
about golf coursesinthebigcities: theplayerswho
havetodeepintheir carsinthepubliccoursepark-
inglotson Friday nightsto snag atee-timeon Sat-
urday mornings; the tens of thousands of dollars
theprivateclubschargefor membership, thehun-
dreds of dollarsthey charge for green’sfees; the
screaming matchesbetween foursomes; theknife
fights on the greens; the harmless black swan
clubbed to death in afit of “golf rage” at Donald
Trump’s club in Miami. But we don’t get to see
much of it. M ost of thetime, Willieand | haveour
rural coursetoourselves. Many Wednesday morn-
ings, theonly carsintheparkinglot aretheowner’s
and mine. We can usually tee off at 9 am. on a
Saturday morning in the middle of July without
calling ahead.

This year, some of the members complained
when Ralph raised the price of acart from $5 a
round to $6. Thisison top of the $11 greensfee.
Carlton was particularly upset. “What do | look
like,amillionaire?” Hewaswearingablueplaid
shirt from the Kmart, a pair of brown, waffle-
weave acrylic pants and an ancient John Deere
baseball cap. After alot of discussion, itwaspretty
much agreed that he did not look like a million-
are.

Today, someweekendersfromthecity areonthe
first teeahead of us. Their golf bagsare beautiful
—black leather, theirinitialstooledingold. Their
clubs, nothing but themost heavily advertised. The
leader of the pack climbsout of hiscart, grabshis
$499 ERC Titaniumdriver and hitsaworm-burner
35yardsthroughthegrass. Hegoesballistic. The
club goesflying, swear wordsfill theair in aob-
scene spew that would make Ozzy Osbourne
blush.

capital C.

| started looking around and found several piles
of old cat dooontherug behind stuff that had fallen
onthefloor. | cleaned it up and went to the bed.

Thekittens apparently had decided that the bed
wastheir litter box, thoughwehavetwointhebase-
ment. They had usedit for both callsof nature, and
notjust onceor twice. Thebeddingwassoakedwith
urine and there were little black piles among my
papers.

| wasfurious. Kittens, curioustoknow what | was
doingintheir bathroom, peeked at mefromaround
thedoor.

| screamed. Kittensranlikelittlerabbitsfor other
parts of the house.

All the papers on the bed were ruined, but be-
causel had al ot of bedding that soaked upthemess,
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® to the editor

and cans. My wife does not want to; she saysthe
prisonerscandothesorting. | donot rinsethecans
outwhen| takethemtotherecyclebin. | havecom-
mitted ano-no, it lookslike. | may be dragged to
court for that, as a person was cited for dumping
yard waste, which she claimsit was not hers.

We haveawater shortageand | have been mak-
ing observations around town and noticed that
Ritchie Paving and their crew used alot of water
for packing and making concrete. The installers
installing linesfor Sand T telephone have alot of
water tanks.

An articlein the paper said electricity usageis
down, but apparently dueto lesspeopleintown. |

Tiger would-be
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“I canthrow a$40 clubfarther thanthat,” Willie
says.

“You’' vegot to practice. Don't think you’ re go-
ingtothrow aclub very far just becauseyou spent
alot of money onit.”

“1 thought hisswearing could usesomeimprove-
ment, too. Notechnique, norhythm, noinspiration.
Inaword, flat. Oh, it may work on hisofficemates
back inthecity, but | don’tthink hisball isgoingto
fall forit.”

Big Swinger takes his second shot, a mighty
swing. He throws his back out. Game over, they
load him whimpering in pain into a giant SUV,
spinning gravel inthe parking lot asthey leave.

Willie, along-retired New York City fireman,
and | lug our clubs over to thefirst tee. | pull out
my driver, anold, wooden BenHoganthat | bought
for aquarter at a garage sale. With my lousy fol-
low-through | send one out about 180 yardsdown
the right side of the fairway. I'll be on in two.

Letter Policy

The Goodland Daily News encourages and wel-
comes |etters from readers. Letters should be type-
written, and must include atelephone number and a
signature. Unsigned letters will not be published.
Form letters will be rejected, as will letters deemed
to be of no public interest or considered offensive.
Wereservetheright to edit lettersfor length and good
taste.

SPRINGSTEEN.

the bed itself was OK. | cleaned it anyway, along
with all thebedding. Several times.

Therewerethree pillows on the bed, and unlike
the bed itself, they only had pillowcases on them.
Twowereworthlessandwentinthetrash. Thethird
| thought | could save with hot water and bleach. |
threw itinto thewasher along with the sheets, mat-
tress pad, blankets and comforter.

It was a feather pillow. It sprang a leak. |
screamed.

There were feathers everywhere in my washer
and ontheclothes. As| tried to fish them out, they
got on the floor, all over me, and still there were
feathers.

| took the sodden and leaking pillow outside anc
tossed it onthe porchto dry.

Steve asked me which cat killed the chicken.
Steveisavery braveor avery foolishman. | haven't
decided yet.

The bed isremade. The floor has been cleaned.
Thekittensarein Lawrence. | thought | wasgoing
tomakeit.

Then son called. He wants to bring the kittens
home. It'stimefor their shots.

Oh, well, it’'shisroom.

Making observations around the city

noticethereareal ot of housesfor sale. Peoplelook
around beforethey decideto locatein Goodland. |
learned that our hook-up rates are higher than in
Colby. It lookslikethat hasbeen rectified.

J. Darel Graves

Goodland

Tothe Editor:

| went to the fair parade on Saturday with my
family. | thought that it was great!

Theonly problemwas, we could not seethe pa-
rade from the sidewalk because everyone had
parked their carson Main Street. We had to stand
inthe street.

Onour walk home, thewind started to blow and
candy wrappers started to blow past us. We have
taught our young daughter to throw her trashina
trash can, no matter where sheis.

My questionisthis: If a2-year-old canthrow her
wrappersaway, why can’t the older kids?

Amandal. Stephens

Goodland

Willie' sfirst ball goes 20 yards past mine.

“1 guessthat’swhat | miss most about the city,”
he says, “the people.”

Jim Mullenisthe author of “ It Takes A Village
Idiot: AMemoir of Life After the City” (Smonanc
Schuster, 2001). You can contact him at
Jim_Mullen@entertai nmentweekly.com

berry's world

WWW.COmics.com

© 2002 by NEA, Inc.

" { RESENT KIS MORE-JAVED-
THAN-THOU ATTITUDE. "'




