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A lot happened
In summer of ‘02

Summer timesportshavewound downand school
practiceshaven't startedyet. Thesportsdeskispretty
well cleared off (asclear asmy desk ever gets) and
thisweek is pretty well devoted to thefair.

It'sagood timeto think back to the good times of
the summer of * 02.

It's been a great summer. The American Legion
baseball team won more gamesintwo weeksthanit
didinall of lastyear’ sregular season. Theswimteam
had several members win high-point trophies, and
did very well asateam considering their low num-
bers.

Three Goodland wrestlers, Jordan Bedore and
Bryceand Blayze Bahe, did outstanding at the USA
Wrestling national tournament in Fargo, N.D.
Bedorefinished upsecondandthirdintwodivisions
andtheBahebrothersbothfinished up onespot short
of winning All-Americantitles.

Bedore has been invited to a Olympic training
camp. | seealot of high school championshipsinthe
future for these guys, and I'm looking forward to
seeing how Bryce doesin college next year.

Michelle Smith, a 10-year-old track and field
prodigy, went off toK noxville, Tenn., thispast week-
end to show the country what a Goodland girl can
do. Shegetslonger distanceson the discus and shot
put than some high school students. Michelle has
blazed her way through local, state, bi-state and re-
gional tournamentsthissummer, winningahandful
of medals she says her father has promised to build
ashelf for.

Shepracticed every day thissummer, sometimes
once in the morning and again in the afternoon. |
haven’t gotten any resultsfor the Knoxvilletourna-
ment, but I’ d bewilling to put money on her coming
back with amedal or two.

Aaron Gittinger represented Kansas on a USA
Junior National steamin Columbus, Ohio. Hehel ped
them get to the champi onship round wherethey lost
two of three games to a Pennsylvaniateam. There
were 48 teamsfrom 35 statesin thetournament, in-
cluding someof the best high schoolsplayersinthe
country.

| don’t know about you, but I’ m impressed.

TheYoung Guns, aMid-AmericaYouth Basket-
ball team made up of Goodland, Sharon Springs,
Tribuneand Oakley eighthgraders, finished out their
season with a 68-9 record and won the consol ation
round of atournamentin El Dorado andAugustathis
weekend. Goodland players include Jase Herl,
Bobby Miller and Jon Beeson. These guys should
make a great addition to the basketball team this
upcoming year.

Let'snot forget the K-18 baseball team, the fast-
pitch softball leaguesand all the peoplewhojoined
acity recreation team. Therewasalot ball-playing
going on at Centennial Park this summer. Not to
mention T-ball sponsored by the Goodland Activi-
ties Center.

Thereweregolf lessonsat Sugar HillsGolf Club,
tennis lessons given by the recreation department,
and several sportscamps: boys andgirls basketball,
soccer, football and volleyball.

The camps were good for getting in alittle prac-
tice, working the freshmen into the programs and
maybe learning anew play or two. But for the vol-
leyball playerstherewasalittlemoreat stake. They
were being watched over by apossible college re-
cruiter.

Theguy whoranthecamp, Brad Settle, isthehead
coach of Seward Community Collegein southwest
Kansas. He said quite afew of our girls would be
perfect for histeam. Thereare several refined play-
erswho know their way around the court, he said,
and afew morewith explosiveraw talent who could
be molded into championship players.

There was a heck of alot of sports going on this
summer, and it lookslike we' Il have quite aschool
year. |’mlooking forwardtoit. | need something to
brag about to my rival sportswriter in Colby.

Oh, by theway, Dick Liess, athleticdirector of the
high school, islooking for refereesand umpiresfor
football, volleyball, wrestling, basketbal| and soft-
ball. Thepay isn’t much, but | think it would beworth
the effort if you havethetime.
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Chiefs doing well

RIVERFALLS, Wis. (AP)— Dick Vermeil calls
itthe“flash.”

It’sthat moment when aplayer catchesthe prac-
ticed eye of the Kansas City Chiefs’ coach.

“All of asudden you seethisjersey just flash by,
justflying,” Vermeil said— andinhissecondtrain-
ing camp with the Chiefs, he said Wednesday, he's
seeing alot of such moments.

“Whenyou know what to do, you candowhat you
know,” hesaid. " Andthey’ restartingtoreally know
what they’redoing.”

Vermeil said the opportunity to practicewith the
MinnesotaVikings, which the Chiefsdidn’t do last
year, was one factor in theteam’s progression.

But hesaidthe Chiefsareal soamorecohesiveunit
thistraining camp, and have abetter understanding
of the system he'strying to implement.

“1"ve seen (safety) Jerome Woods flash much
moreinthiscampthanlastyear,” Vermeil said. “He

at camp

just seems like a better football player. I’ ve seen
(guard) Will shields flash, especially in the run
blocking. "Wow! Who was that?" ’It was Will
Shields.” I’ ve seen Willie Jones do some things at
right tacklethat | haven’t seen donesincel’ vebeen
here.”

But returning players like Jones, Shields and
Woodsaren't theonly onescatching Vermeil’seye.

“But I’ve seen alot of different things,” he said.
“1 saw (offensivetackle) Willie Roaf pull outinone
drill. You know, he walkslike heisready to go get
two crutches, but boy, when hecomesout of astance,
canhemove. It startlesyouto seethat kind of move-
ment.”

Vermeil alsosingled out widereceiver CurtisJack-
son— "It seemslikeevery day hemakesaplay” —
and said thisweek’s practices have been among the
best he's seen sincetaking over asthe Chiefs’ head
coach.

40-year old Clemens still has heat

NEW Y ORK (AP) — Roger Clemenspitchedin
his40sfor thefirst time— and resumedthrowingin
the 90s.

Clemens came off the disabled list with seven
sharpinnings, getting homerun support from Jorge
Posada and Derek Jeter as the New York Yankees
beat theK ansasCity Royal s6-2 on\Wednesday night.

Threedaysafter turning 40, Clemensflashed a94
mphfastball and showed noill effectsof theinjured
right groin that had kept him out since July 13.

Driving off therubber with strength and purpose,
the Rocket struck out eight in his 289th victory —
passing Tommy John for sole possession of 21st

Retired baseball star
In critical condition

DURHAM, N.C. (AP)—Basebhall Hall-of -Famer Enos" Coun-
try” Slaughter remained hospitalizedincritical conditionWednes-
day after undergoing two emergency surgeriesin the past two

weeks.

Slaughter, 86, was in the intensive care unit at Duke Univer-
sity Medical Center, hospital spokesman Richard Puff said. He
had colon surgery July 25 and surgery torepair perforated stom-

achulcersJuly 29.

Slaughter’s daughter, Gaye Currier, said that neither surgery
wasrel atedto Slaughter’ streatment for non-Hodgkinslymphoma,

which was diagnosed in June.

He has been undergoing combined treatments with chemo-
therapy and radiation to fight the disease— acancer of thelym-
phatic system, whichispart of the body’simmune system.

“His blood counts are down,” said Currier, anurse at Duke.
“He'svery weak, and he's very fatigued. But he's shown some

improvement in the last couple of days.”

Currier said her father remained on aventilator and could not
speak, but he recognized family members and understood when

they spoketo him.

“He'sredly hanging in there,” she said. “It’ll be aslow pro-
cess, but the doctors said he should be ableto recover.”

Slaughter, who grew up and still livesin Roxboro, batted .300
in 19 seasons, 13 of themwiththe St. LouisCardinals. Heplayed
infiveWorld Series and for four World Champions.

place onthe career list.

“ldon’'tfeel 40,” Clemenssaid. “|’ vetaken pretty
good care of myself. It was a pleasure and a privi-
lege to pass Tommy John, although it took alittle
longer thanwewanted. It’sgreat tobeback. | expect
to beback for theduration. | don’t likedowntime.”

Posadadroveinfour runswith athree-run homer
and abases-loaded walk, while Jeter went deep for
thefirsttimeinamonth. TheYankeesincreasedtheir
lead in the AL East to five games over Boston —
matching aseason high.

Clemens gave up two runs and six hits, walking
one. Hethrew 105 pitches, 73 for strikes.

Jayhawks to be
on television
In 14 games

LAWRENCE (AP) — The Kansas
Jayhawks will play at |east 14 games
on national television this season, in-
cludinghomegamesagainst perennial
national powersArizonaand UCLA.

Kansasreleased its 2002-03 season
schedul e on Wednesday.

Kansas, which finished 33-4 last
season and lost in the Final Four to
eventual national championMaryland,
opensitsregular season against Holy
Crosson Nov. 19inAllen Fieldhouse
inthefirstround of the Preseason NI T.

Kansasopenswith homeexhibition
gamesagainst the EA SportsAll-Stars
on Nov. 4 and Washburn on Nov. 12.

Kansashashomegamesagainst Di-
vision I Central Missouri State on
Dec. 4 and Emporia State on Dec. 14
beforeplaying UCLA on Dec. 21.

The Jayhawks, who beat Oregon
104-86 in the NCAA Midwest Re-
gional final lastyear, play theDucksin
Portland, Ore., on Dec. 7.
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Rockies win game
with grand slam

DENVER (AP) —
Todd Heltonwon'tfor-
get the show of disre-
spect. Neither will the
Cincinnati Reds.

One inning after
Coloradoslugger Larry
Walker hit athree-run
homer, the Reds elected to intention-
ally walk him, even though it loaded
the bases with Helton coming up.

Heltonrespondedwithagrandslam
— and some angry words — as the
Rockiesbeat theReds 7-2 onWednes-
day night.

“1 don’t likeit,” Helton said of the
slight. “I do take it personally. Any
ballplayer should.”

But Heltonagreeditwassound strat-
egy, sincehehasbeen struggling at the
plate in the past month while Walker
istheNL'sleading hitter at .360.

“It was a good move
for them,” Helton said.
“If | wasintheother dug-
out, | would havedoneit,
too. | haven’'t been
swinging the bat that
well, and he’s been
swinging better thanany-
body intheleague. | wasn't surprised
(with the intentional walk). | was ac-
tually more surprised when | hit the
ball.”

Rockies acting manager Toby
Harrah sympathized with the Reds’
plight.

“Pick your poison,” Harrah said.
“Thosearetworeally great hitters.”

Jason Jennings (12-5) went eight
innings, limiting the Redsto fivehits,
including solo home runs by Ken
Griffey Jr.andAaronBoone. Hestruck
out seven.

Contract and baby arrive
on same day for manager

DENVER (AP) — Colorado
Rockiesmanager Clint Hurdle agreed
Wednesday to atwo-year contract ex-
tension, then skipped a news confer-
enceto bewith hiswifefor thebirth of
their first child.

Hurdle and his wife, Karla, wel-
comed their first child, a daughter,
Madison Riley, born at 3:28 p.m. at
Swedish Hospital .

The Rockies had scheduled anews
conference for Wednesday afternoon
to make the contract announcement,
but the guest of honor was suddenly
unavailable.

Thirty minutesbeforethescheduled
news conference, Hurdlerushed from
Coors Field to be with hiswife, who
had goneinto labor.

Hurdle and Rockies general man-
ager Dan O’ Dowd had been discussing
an extension, whichincludesclub op-
tionsfor thefollowing two seasons, for
several weeks.

Hurdle, the Rockies hitting coach
since 1997, was promoted to manager
whenBuddy Bell wasfiredonApril 26
after theteam started afranchi se-worst
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6-16.

The club promptly went on a six-
gamewinning streak and put together
a24-10record in Hurdle's first 34
games as manager.

SincethentheRockieshaveslippec
back to .500 under Hurdle, going 45-
45,
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Check our 1/2 price Summer
Sportswear rackstoo.

ENJOY THE NORTHWEST KANSASDISTRICT FREE FAIR
August 5th thru the 10th
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