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Statebondratinginjeopardy of being reduced

BUDGET, from Page 1

rating and was prompted by thestate's
declining cash reserves.

L egislators ended the 2002 session
with abudget reserve of nearly 5 per-
cent. However, continued declinesin
revenue collectionstook that balance
down to less than 1 percent when the
2002 fiscal year ended June 30.

“That makes usfinancially vulner-
able,” Goossen said, adding that the
state continues to borrow from other

District
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inonly six hoursaweek.

The equipment the schools use to
water lawnsisn’t fast enough, hesaid,
and the district can’t afford to change
its watering system. The hardest area
towater isthefootball field, Selby said,
adding that administratorsareworried
the ground will be harder than normal
during football season and athletes
may beinjured.

Thedistrict held its back-to-school
picnic at Steever Water Park | ast year,
Selby said, butisn’tabletodothat this
year because the city is draining the
pool early. Thelast day to swimison
Sunday, he said, and the city is plan-
ning to get the chemicals out of the
water and use it for some other pur-
pose.

Selby said the district wantsto con-
serve. “We'rejust trying to dothe best
we can,” he said, “and follow the

internal fundsto meet daily demands
for revenue.

James Breeding, a credit analyst
with Standard & Poor’s, said theroad
to financial health could prove chal-
lenging becausethestate hasrelied on
one-time measuresto fund part of the
recent shortfalls. He noted the reduc-
tioninthestate' scashreservesto help
coverthegapinthestate's$4.4billion
budget.

In addition, Standard & Poor’s di-
rector JmWiemken said Kansasbegan

experiencing revenue shortfallsin
1999, ayear after several hundred mil-
lionintax cutswere approved.

“Then, the economy slowed on top
of that. Sothey got hitfrombothsides,”
hesaid.

Becauseof that doublehit, Gov. Bill
Gravesis preparing to reduce spend-
ing through an allotment process. All
agencies, except for the judicial and
legidlative branches, will be notified
within the next week of their cuts,
Goossen said.

following rules

rules.”

In other business, the board:

« Hired Rich Schwasinger asjunior
class sponsor, Travis Witman as sev-
enth grade girls basketball coach and
eighth grade boys basketball coach,
Candy Boyceasjunior highteachers
aide and Lindsey Emig as assistant
volleyball coach.

 Accepted resignations from Barb
Custer, high school teachers’ aide, and
KimWeiss, acook at West Elementary
School.

* Reviewed two bidsoninstallinga
new central air and heat system at the
district administration office, but
didn’t accept either bid. Selby saidthe
bidsdidn’t follow the same specifica-
tions and the board gave him permis-
siontofurther evaluatebothand come
back with a recommendation.
Bowman’sHeatingandAir Condition-
ing bid $19,415 and Goodland Sheet
Metal bid $10,010.

» Gave Selby permissiontoseek bids
frombanksoninvesting certificatesof
deposit and pick the best offer. Selby
said on Aug. 17 two of the district’'s
certificatesof deposit, now at Western
State Bank, will comeup for renewal,
one worth $935,000 and the other
$154,662. Selby said he will let the
board know which bank he picked.

» Heard membersJane Philbrick and
Dick Short won plaquesfromtheKan-
sas Association of School Boards for
attending a certain number of educa-
tional meetings during the past year.

* Heard the back-to-school picnic
will beheldat 6 p.m.on Thursday,Aug.
22, at Gulick Park.

* Paid $185,750 in monthly bills,
includinga$50,000 payment toApple
Corporation for new computers.

*\Votedtobuy milk fromVap Distrib-
uting in Colby again this year. Selby
said Vap isthe only company that has
madeamilk bidfor thepast few years.

How deep those cuts will beis not
known, but iswidely expected to in-
cludesubstantial cutsineducationand
social services. Thelastallotment pro-
cess was carried out by Gov. John
Carlininthe1980s. However, thepro-
cess was halted after legislators im-
posedtheseverancetax onoil andmin-
eral production.

Sen. Steve Morris, R-Hugoton and
chairman of theWaysand MeansCom-
mittee, said it would behoovelegisla-
torsto begin work on the 2004 budget
before the start of the legislative ses-

siononJan. 13.

He said that Kansas routinely
dropped below its mandated 7.5 per-
cent reserve account in recent years.
Ten percent would beideal tomeet all
cash-flow demands, but 5 percent is
workable, though it does strain re-
sources, Morrisadded.

“But whenyou drop below that like
thisyear, that'swhat catchestheir at-
tention,” said Morris, in reference to
the bond rating.

Morris said absent improvement in
the state’sindividual incomeand cor-

poratetax collections, legislatorswill
havefew optionsbut toincreasetaxes
or make deeper program cuts. A tax
packagewould comejust oneyear af -
ter $252 million in new taxes were
passed to shore up the current budget.

Onthe Net:

Kansas Legislature: http://www.-
kslegislature.org

Gov. Bill Graves: http://www.-
ink.org/public/governor/

Standard & Poor’s: http://www.-
standardandpoors.com

TheGoodland School Board agreed
Monday to let Peoples State Bank,
which is putting in a branch north of
thedistrictadministrationbuildingon
Main, usepart of theschool’sparking
lot for adrive-throughif Peoplespro-
vides more parking.

Jon Pope, president of Peoples,
which hashbanksin Colby, Hoxieand
McDonald, attended the meeting
Monday to ask theboardto either sell
him part of the school’sparkinglot or
grant him an easement to useit.

Pope, who lives near Hoxie, said
Peopl esplansto openthenew branch
soon and wants to have a drive-
through window on the west side of
the building it isremodeling on 13th
and Main.

Theproblem, hesaid, isthat thedis-
trict owns 50 feet of land west of the

Boardagreedonparking

building and uses the space for
parking. Without use of the
school’sland, he said, it would be
impossibletohaveadrive-through
onthewest side.

Pope said it's possible to put a
drive-throughwindow onthenorth
sideof thenew bank, but that loca-
tion would be more awkward for
customers.

Hesaid he hastalked with lead-
ersof St. Pauls Episcopal Church,
whichisright behindthenew bank,
about paving theempty | ot south of
thechurchfor more parking space.
The church hasn't given approval
yet, Pope said, but if it does, the
district will be allowed to use the
parkinglot, makingupforthespace
itwill lose.

He added he will let S& T Tele-

phone, whichisbuildinganew office
south of the district administration
building, use the parking lot, too.
Pope noted that when the new busi-
nesses open, parking will betight.

“It'sgoing to get real sticky onthe
whole block asfar as parking goes,”
hesaid.

“Thenew parkinglotwouldbeben-
eficial for all of us.”

Superintendent Marvin Selby said
he thinks it would be better for the
board to give Popepermissionto use
the land rather than selling it to him
because the district may want to use
the land again someday.

The board agreed, with members
saying they’ll give Peoples permis-
sionto usetheschool’sparkinglot as
soon asthe church gives Popethego
onbuilding anew lot.

School to take bids on Edson gym again in October meeting
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marketedthefacility, just northof I-70,
asawarehouse. Selby saidtheremight
be businesses in Kansas or Colorado
that could use awarehouse in Edson.
Campbell saidtheboard should seek
bidsagain, but thistime specify inthe
advertisement that the district would
like to be paid $28,700 for the gym.
Other board members didn’t agree
with Campbell, and when his motion

didn’t receive a second, he withdrew
it.

Schilling, an Edson farmer, said he
thinksthe board’ sbest optionistosell
the gym to Harrison and Simpson.

Intheend, hesaid, thedistrictwould
make $28,000 off the deal. He ex-
plained the board would take in
$15,000 from Harrison and Simpson,
pluswould saveabout $15,000in util-
ity bills.

Take away the $2,000 the district

Household
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remover, ovencleaners, pool chemi-
cals, photo chemicals, rub and up-
holstery cleanersandtoil et cleaners.
Home improvement products
such as adhesives, enamel or oil-
based paints, paint stripper, thinners
and turpentine, stains, finishes or
preservatives and latex or water-
based paintswhichmay berecycled.
Pesticides include ant and roach
killers, arsenicals, botanicals, car-
bonates, chlorinated hydrocarbons,
herbicides, organo-phosphates and
rat and mouse poisons.
Miscellaneous household items
include batteries, both wet and dry
cells, pet products, photo processing
chemicals, fingernail polish re-
mover, pool chemicals and elec-
tronicitems.
Linsner said they will al so accept

set In September

waste date

old fire extinguisherswhichwill be
taken apart and recycled by Dennis
Bentzinger.

Among theitemsthat will not be
accepted are explosives, ammuni-
tion, dioxins, compressed gascylin-
ders, infectiouswaste, asbestos, ra-
dioactive waste, commercial haz-
ardouswastesand unknown materi-
as.

Linsner said at thistimethey will
not beaccepting computer monitors
because the state has not defined
them ashazardouswaste, but groups
them along with fluorescent light-
ing.

They contain a small amount of
mercury, but the state saystheglass
can be crushed and put in alandfill.
Moredetailswill becoming, Linsner
said, asshegetscloser tothecollec-
tion and getsthe hours of operation
established.

Inmate captured after escape

LANSING (AP) — Authorities on
Tuesday captured an inmate who es-
caped Sunday from aminimum-secu-
rity work crew at Lansing Correctional
Facility.

Lansing police caught Billy Wiles,
24, at about 10a.m. Tuesday after they
got atip that Wiles had been spotted.

Wileswas apprehended without re-
sistance and transported back to Lan-
sing Correctional Facility, policesaid.

Wiles is serving a 60-month sen-
tencefor sexual exploitation of achild
less than 18 years of age in Mitchell
County. Hewas scheduled for release
inApril 2005.
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Opportunity for you to own your own
business — purchase this floral shop

and all equipment ready to go. Owner

services. Excellent location. Building

an appointment today.

Reduced Price
Cozy 2 bedroom home with large rooms, remodeled bath, new carpet
in bedrooms and new detached 2 car garage. Priced to sell!! Call

Charlene Cole, Cole Real Estate for your private showing.

which includes the real estate, inventory
will help train. FTD and Teleflorawire

includes central heat and air and attached
garage. Owner isready to retire. Call for

Cole Auction & Real Estate

Charlene Cole, broker Diana Spinney, Salesperson
Roger Kisner, Auctioneer

112 West 13th Goodland, KS 67735 785-899-2683

wwwwwww

LENDER

would pay each year to rent the gym,
and Schilling said it adds up to
$28,000.

Selby added that if thefacility were
sold as awarehouse the district prob-
ablywouldn’t beabletouseit for sports
practices.

He noted the pump on thewell near
thegymisnot working and the school
will havetofixitif it wantsstudentsto
usethegym.

It will cost about $6,000 to fix the

well, Schilling said, adding that
Harrison and Simpson said they
planned to drill anew one.

Henotedthat TNT planstolet Edson
residentsusethegym, something most
ownerswould not allow.

Thefacility wasbuilt with taxpayer
dollars, hesaid, and should be used by
taxpayers.

“Weneedtoeval uatehow important
it isfor usto havethefacility,” Selby

JimMull, Grant Junior High princi-
pal, saidthegymgivestheschool more
space, allowing more studentsto par-
ticipatein sports, but he said they can
livewithout it.

Duell said the gym probably
wouldn’'t sell asagrain bin. He said
drought hastakenitstoll on thewheat
and corn crops, and there probably
won't be enough grain to fill the gym
thisyear or next.

Schilling moved to take bidson the

gym again and Gray seconded the
motion, with the rest of the boarc
agreeing.

The board decided to give buyers
two options — either to buy the gym
outright, or buy itandrentit back tothe
district for part of the year.

Memberssaid they havetheright to
refuseany or all bids.

Thebidswill be due back at theend
of September andtheboardwill review
them at their first meeting in October.

Burn ban extended by county commissioners

Thunderstorms have been devel op-
ing morefrequently, but miss Sherman
County, and without moisture in the
forecast the Sherman County Commis-
sioners agreed Tuesday to extend the
countywideburnbanfor another week.

Rural Fire Chief Kenneth Griffith
told the commissionershewould rec-
ommend theextension for at least one
more week because of the continued
dry weather.

Thecommissionersset theburnban
right before July 4.

TheNational Weather Servicefore-
cast for the remainder of the week
showstemperaturesinthe90sandlittle
or no chanceof isolated thunderstorms.

Under statelaw, thecommissioners
must decideevery seven dayswhether
to extend the burn ban.

The commissioners reviewed bids
for copiersforthecounty clerk’soffice
andfor thecounty treasurer’sofficeon
Tuesday.

Janet Rumpel, county clerk, and

Mary Ann Snethen, assistant clerk,
presented the bids and said they were
recommending the Saven copier from
Tri-Central of Colby.

Snethen said they had tried the
Savenandasimilar Canoncopier from
Ikon of Colby. She said the Saven had
al thefeaturesthe office needed, and
wassimpler to operatethanthe Canon.
Shesaidthey didnot seeaSharp copier
inoperation, whichwashidby Topside
Office.

The bids were $4,261 from Ikon;
$3,993 from Tri-Central and $6,645
from Topside Office.

The commissioners asked if al the
bids included trade-in for the old
copier, and Snethen said she had
checked and al three did include the
trade-in.

Because of thewide difference, the
commissionersdecidedto gowiththe
lowest bid. Commissioner Chuck
Frankenfeld made the motion to pur-
chasethe Saven from Tri-Central.

to hear

former outfielder for
Milwaukee Brewers

10:30 am.

Goodland, Kansas

Childcare provided

You areinvited

Doug Loman,

Sunday, Aug. 18

Word Of Life Church
223 E. 10th at Clark

—

Internet tonight! 899-2338

The motion was seconded by Com-
missioner Mitch Tiede, and the vote
was unanimous with Commissioner
Kevin Rasurevotinginfavor.

County Treasurer Shelby Miller
brought in the bidson acopier for her
office, and said shehad seenthe Saven
and aCanon.

Thecommissionersaskedif shehad
seen a Sharp copier in operation, and
Miller said she had not. She said she
wouldcall Topsideand seeif therewas
oneinthe city she could seein opera-

tion.

Thecommissionerssaidthey would
delay the decision until she had seen
the Sharp copier. They said they
wanted afair comparison because the
prices of the copier were much closer
andif possiblethey would liketo pur-
chase the one from Topside in
Goodland.

The bid on the Saven was about
$1,700, which Miller said she liked.
TheCanonwastheoneshedidnotlike,
and the Sharp was priced at $2,145.

SPECIAL. Women of all ages
are reporting amazing results with
an anti-wrinkle discovery by
pharmacist Robert Heldfond (right).

His EB5 Facial Cream is
working wonders for the
appearance of facial wrinkles,
crow’s feet, crepey neck, feather
lips, blotching and dry,
slack, sensitive skin...and is

ADVERTISEMENT

tf Health and Beauty News
Wrinkle Cream Success

delightful to use
as a moisturizer
and make-up
base. EB5 is sold
and guaranteed
nationwide at
JCPenney. To
learn more, phone toll-free
1-800-929-8325%r visit online
at www.eb5.com.
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Don’t Take Chances
Call Before You Dig

Aquila reminds you o call
1-A0-344-7233 at least two
working days before you
plant a tree, build a fence ar
hegin any project where you
:|||:||..:|1I '-I-il-'. kit under ground
|.:|li]i|:..I lires, This free service
will ensure that the location
of any underground lines and
facilities is clearly marked.
[don't take chances, A single
call helps you ivoid potential
cxpense - and the possibility
of sericus or fatal injury. For
miore information, call Aquila
at 1=-Fp0d-344-7E33,

www. anguila.com




