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commentary

from other pens...

Choice on Iraq recalls
other earlier decisions

Harry Truman and theatomic bomb. John F. K ennedy and the Cuban
missilecrisis. GeorgeW. Bush and Iraq.

Bush’sdecisionto attack |rag— or not to attack — ranksamong the
most difficult any president hasfaced over the past several decades.

Lee Edwards, an analyst of presidential decision-making at the Heri-
tage Foundation, said there is acommon thread to al debates over the
useof massiveforce: “ Youhavetoask yourself what thea ternativesare.”

What seemstobelackinginthelrag caseistheclear provocationthat
Truman confronted agai nst Japan and K ennedy agai nst the Soviet Union
and their Cuban allies.

Thereisthestrong suspi cion Saddam Hussein hasthemeansandthe
motives to do something nasty against the United States, but is that
justification enough?

Norman Ornstein, a scholar at the American Enterprise Institute,
acknowledgesthat thedifficultiesin going after Saddam militarily are
great but he believestherisksareworthiit.

“| think we haveto do something,” hesaid. “He (Saddam) doesposea
threat. Wehaveto do something becausewesai dwewould do something.”

Ivo Daal der of theBrookings| nstitution said Bush seemstohavemade
adecisiontotakeon Saddamwithout thinkingthroughtheconsequences.

“He' s been stuck with the decision ever since he madeit,” Daalder
said. Alluding to what he called the Bush's " analytical emptiness’ re-
garding Irag, he said it is possible that “the most likely way inwhich
Saddam would use weapons of mass destruction (against Americans)
isif weattack them.”

Daalder saysthereisastark differencebetween Bush'sdilemmaand
the oneKennedy facedin 1962 at the time of the Cuban missilecrisis.

Forty yearsago, hesaid, “ Therewasanimminentthreat, itwasclearly
identified and had to be dealt with,” areferenceto the offensive mis-
silesMoscow installed in western Cuba.

Kennedy chose not to attack but instead imposed a “ quarantine”
around Cuba, blocking the entry of Soviet vesselsto theisland.

Ananxiousworldwaited 13 daysbeforethe superpowerswereable
toresolvetheconflict peacefully. It wasthe closest theworld cametoa
nuclear exchange.

Ornstein said Truman’sdecision to use the atomic bomb against Ja-
paninAugust 1945 wasmomentousbecauseof theunprecedented | oss
of lifeheknew it would cause.

What madethedecision easier wasthat Truman also knew thealterna-
tivetothebomb— continued conventional warfarewith*immensebl ood-
shed on both sides,” Ornstein said. According to estimates, the number
of dead would have exceeded thosekilled at Hiroshimaand Nagasaki.

Therewere other momentous presidential decisions: Truman send-
ing troops to South Koreain 1950, President Johnson escal ating the
VietnamWar by carryingthefightintoNorthVietnamin 1965and Presi-
dent GeorgeH.W. Bushleading aninternational coalitiontodrivelrag
out of Kuwaitin 1991.

Theprotagonistsfrom1990-91 areback for areturnengagement: Colin
Powell, presiding at the State Department; Dick Cheney, now vicepresi-
dent; and Paul Wolfowitz, now No. 2 at the Pentagon. All had different
but critical rolesintheearlier confrontation. And onceagain, Saddamis
the black-hatted guy from the Iragi badlands, ashewasin 1990-91.

Butthesituationtheyounger Bushfacesisfar different fromthat era,
when it wasrelatively easy to rally international support against Sad-
dam following histakeover of Kuwait.

Elevenyearslater, thecoalitionagainst Iragisnowheretobefound. But
Edwards, of the Heritage Foundation, believesthe case against Saddam
isstrong and that the earlier coalition can berebuilt inlarge measure.

“It'struethealliesnow havecoldfeet,” hesays. But hebelievesPowel |
canturnthingsaround, and he predictsthe secretary will be doing that
al over Europein the months ahead.

EDITOR SNOTE —George Gedda has covered foreign affairsfor
The Associated Press since 1968.
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Sprouts and more

Sproutingdried beansdoesn’t takea | ot of work
or agreen thumb either. Sprouting changesbeans
fromastarchwhichisindigestibleto avegetable
sugar that iseasily digested. Any amount of dried
beans, legumes, peas or lentils can be used to
sprout. Whole peas are easier to sprout than split
peas. Large beans such aslima, navy, kidney and
black beans have low yields and spoil quickly.
During processing the husks of oats, barley, and
millet are commonly removed so they will not
sprout. Usefresh packaged beans. Somepackaged
beans are sterilized and will not sprout. Also
roasted, salted and processed seedswill not sprout.

Tosprout beans, placeinalargebowl, rinseand
draininacolander. Return beansto the bow! and
cover with several inchesof water. L et them soak
overnight or 8to 12 hours. Drainbeansinacolan-
der and cover withadamptowel sothey don’'tdry
out. Rinseevery morning and evening withwater
at roomtemperaturetoremoveany bacteria, mold,
or fungusbuild up. Keepinindirectlight and at a
temperature no lower than 70 degrees. For use
when sprouted the tails need to be 3/4 to 1 inch
long. Thiswill take 3 to 4 days for most beans.
Sprout only one variety of beansat atime asdif-
ferent beans sprout at different rates.

Cooking Sprouted Beans

4 cups sprouted beans

Place beansin pan and add water to cover by 1
inch. Bringtoaboil. Continueboiling, uncovered,
for about 10minutes. Add water asneeded. Reduce
heat and simmer for 30-50 minutesor until tender.
Drain excess liquid into container and retain for
soup stock. 4 servings.

The cooking time of sprouted beansis usualy

pat
n | schiefen

® postscript

half of regular beans. Cooked beans may be fro-
zenfor futureuse.
Refried Beans

5 cups sprouted kidney beans

11/2 cupswater

| largeonion

1/4 cup chopped chili peppers

1 clovegarlic, chopped

1/4 teaspoon cayenne pepper

1/4 teaspoon cumin seeds

1 cup yogurt or kefir

In apan simmer beans, water, onion, chili pep-
pers, garlic, cayenne and cumin seedsfor 30 min-
utes. Cool slightly. Puree the bean mixture with
yogurtinablender. Pour mixtureintoaskillet and
cook at low heat for at east 5 minutes, scrapingthe
bottom of the pan constantly until the beans hold
together. Remove from the heat and let stand for
30 minutes. 4 servings.

Sprouted Bean and Tomato Bisque

3 medium tomatoes (1 1/4 pound) or one 16
ounce can chopped tomatoes

1large chopped onion

1 clovegarlic, minced

2 large carrots (1/2 pound)

4 cups cooked sprouted pinto beans

2 cansvegetable broth (14 1/2 ouncecansO or 4
cups homemade

1/3 cup fresh basil leaves or coriander

salt and pepper

pinch of maple sugar

Ina5quart panadd 1 tablespoon butter, onionand
garlic. Stir over high heat until onion is slightly
browned (about 6-8 minutes). Add chopped toma-
toes, carrots, pinto beansand broth. Bringto aboail.
Reducehest and simmer, covered, until carrotsare
very soft (about 10 minutes). Inablender pureesour
aportion at atime. Return to pan, add salt and pep-
per totaste. Add apinch of maplesugar or teaspoon
of maple syrup isbisqueistoo acidic. Warm soup
and serve. May berefrigerated for up to two days.

Sprouted Bean Dip

2 cups cooked sprouted beans

1clovegarlic

1/4 cup dried tomatoes, reconstituted

1/2 cup water from tomatoes

Pour 1 cupboilingwater over dried tomatoesanc
let soak until soft (about 20 minutes). Drain, reserv-
ingliquid. Withfood processor running add garlic,
beans, and 1/2 cup reserved tomato water and pro-
cess until smooth. Add tomatoes, salt and pepper
and mix. Add moretomatowater if toothick. Scrape
into abowl. 8 servings.

Therecipesandinformationabout sproutsisfrom
“Essential Eating” by Janie Quinn. It isaimed at
people wanting to diet and eat healthy. The book
suggestsdifferent stagesof eating startingwiththe
foodsmost easily digested and gradually addingin
harder to digest foods. It does not use sugar or &
sugar substituteinsteadit usesvaryingformsof real
mapl esyrup. Thebook al so usesamodul ar system
of food preparation. Preparing a week’s worth of
componentsto be used for awholeweek.

| almost missed the election last week

| almost missed voting last week.

It'd have been afirst for me. I’ ve voted in pri-
maries where there were no contests at all, just
check the boxesdown theline.

Butl fell victimtothemantraof thetimes. Itwas
abusy week, abusy day. Fair was starting in both
my counties, and therewasalot going on.

Asl wasabout toleavehome, | got acall asking
meto pick up someinsertsin Oberlinand haul them
to Goodland. And though it made me late, | did,
because there were people waiting on them.

And in rushing out of town, | forgot to stop by
the polling booth.

That didn’t exactly put me in bad company.
Despite hot and heavy contests for governor and
state representative, two-thirds of the registered
voters stayed away.

What made me different, | guess, isthat half an
hour out of town| realizedwhat I’ ddone. | thought
| wassunk, becausewehaveastaff meetingat 4:30
Tuesdaysin Goodland that lastsuntil 5:30 Moun-
tainTime, andthat’s6:30in Oberlin, and 90 miles,
and therewasnoway |’ d get back to vote.

| was kicking myself, because with advance
voting, there’sno excusenot to mark aballot. Ex-
cept not caring enough to takethetime.

My problem worked itself out. | told people |
needed to leave, we started the meeting early and
| snuck out, which is hard to do when you're the
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chair, but therewasthi shot discussiononcameras.
| got back in plenty of time, despite acouple of
stops, tocastaballot. | evenhadalittletimetoread
in the hammock before results started coming in
at the courthouse, and | had to go back to work.

But | wonder, am | just ol d-fashioned?

Most people, it appears, would rather be at the
fair or thelakeor work or thetelevision, thanvote.

I’ dbethefirst toadmit that politicsisn’tasmuch
funasitusedtobe. | grew upinthedaysof candi-
datecaravansand gavel-to-gavel television at na-
tional conventions, of potlucks and stump
speechesand all-night counts.

| remember seeing |keontheback platformof a
train and meeting candidates for governor who
stopped throughtown. And | remember, weloved
it.

Today conventions are stage-managed, counts
are predicted within minutes (sometimes wrong,
of course) and there's not alot of mystery or ex-
citement, at |east for most people, in elections.
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Whatever the reason, it’'s too bad. We' ve | ost
something vital in the shift to sanitized, televised,
media-managed campaigns. |ncumbents are so
entrenched, they seldom lose. Money seemsto be
all that matters, and corporations have replaced
bossesin the back room.

It'sall “just palitics,” and most people couldn’t
careless. Public officialsarejust politicians.”

| know at least two of my kidsdidn’'t vote. Oneis
agrownwoman who should care, the other acare-
free college student who ought to want to savethe
world. I'm not sure where we went wrong.

But I'll bedamned if I’m going to | et abunch of
politicians make all my decisionsfor me.

They may be good people, but lifeistoo impor-
tant for that.

Asitturned out, my votedidn’'t makethediffer-
encein any of theraces. | won some, | lost some.

But | had my say.

And| plantokeep oncaring. | want toknow wha
makesdecisionsfor meand how they plantodoit.

Andyou?

berry’s world
VA

~m

© 2002 by NEA, Inc.

‘1 DONT ACTUALLY SURF. THE BOARY
15 AN IMAGE THING."

www.comics.com




