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at noon

Today
* Sunset, 7:44 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 6:00 a.m.
* Sunset, 7:42 p.m.

Midday Conditions

* Soil Temperature 78 degrees
+ Humidity 38 percent
+ Sky mostly sunny
* Winds north 15 -25 m.p.h.
+ Barometer 30.02 inches

and rising
* Record High 106° (1937)
* Record Low 49° (1978)

Last 24 Hours*

High 96°
Low 65°
Precipitation none

Northwest Kansas Forecast
Tonight: mostly clear, low upper
50s, winds east 15 m.p.h. Tomorrow:
partly sunny with 20 percent thunder-
storms, high mid 90s, low lower 60s,
winds southeast 15 m.p.h.

Extended Forecast
Saturday: sunny, high upper 80s,
low upper 50s. Sunday: partly cloudy
with slight chance of thunderstorms
in the afternoon, high mid 80s. Mon-
day: partly cloudy, high upper 80s.

(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon

Wheat — $3.69 bushel
Posted county price — $3.63
Loan deficiency payment — 0¢
Corn — $2.64 bushel
Posted county price — $2.52
Loan deficiency payment — 0¢
Milo — $2.39 bushel
Soybeans — $5.53 bushel
Posted county price — $5.38
Loan deficiency payment — 0¢
Millet — $10.00 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Qil current crop — $12.25 cwi.
Oil new crop — $11.15 cwit.
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Confection current — inquire
Pinto beans — $25
(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Sigco
Sun, Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

Late news
from the
Associated
Press

K
1p.m.

Execution
sours relations

MEXICOCITY —Hoursafter
Texas ignored the pleas of
Mexico'spresident and put adrug
smuggler to death for killing a
Dallaspoliceofficer, Vicente Fox
angrily canceled a meeting with
President Bush as relations be-
tweenthetwo neighborsappeared
tosour.

The White House insisted the
cancelation didn’t affect “an ex-
cellent professional relationship
and a strong friendship,” and de-
spitehisanger over theexecution,
Fox madenoreferencetohisrela-
tionship with Bush.

But thedlight cameastheonce-
warm relationship between the
Fox and Bush administrations al -
ready was suffering from aseries
of disagreements.

Fox had madeseveral appealsto
U.S. authorities to pardon Javier
Suarez Medina, whohesaidwasa
Mexican national.
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Schools nervous about budget cuts

By John Milburn

ing for at-risk studentsand health insurance.

The Associated Press

TOPEKA (AP)— Ontheeveof expected cuts
in state spending, the State Board of Education
approved Wednesday arequest for $372million
in new funding for elementary and secondary

schools.

The8-2 voteadvancesarequest to thegover-
nor and Legislature for an increase in the base
stateaidfor students, aswell asadditional fund-

theend of thefiscal year.

However, Gov. Bill Graves has scheduled a
newsconferencefor 1 p.m. today toannouncecuts
inspending asstaterevenuescontinuetofall short
of estimates. The cuts are necessary to keep the
statefromending withadeficit on June 30, 2003,

“We're pretty nervous about this,” said Dale
Dennis, deputy education commission. “Every
school district budget that we work we ask them

kids?”’

currently $3,890.

"how much can you handle without hurting

Many observerswereexpectingthecutsasdeep
as 3 percent, or about $70 million, from the De-
partment of Education’s$2.32billionbudget. That
translatesto a$100 cut in the base aid per pupil,

Those cuts will come as students and faculty
returnto classroomsfor thefall semester.
Mark Tallman, lobbyist for theKansasAssocia-

aready

thestart

tion of School Boards, saidthe303 districtshave

set their budgetsfor theyear. Because of

contracts, boards cannot simply fire teachers at

of theyear, forcing cutstobemadeinclas-

sified staff, food service, transportation, after-
school programs, athletics and other activities.

“Thefrustrationisthat they havegoneall sum-

but not
said.

mer knowing to expect something would be cut,

knowing how much or when,” Tallman

Sunflower festival offerlng more to do

Activities
will be held
In one place

By Rachel Miscall
The Goodland Daily News

The 6th annual Sunflower Festival
on Saturday will be held in a smaller
areathis year, but organizers say the
event should bealot bigger.

Featuring dozensof gamesand con-
tests, musical entertainment, food, an
antiquecar show, quilt show and garage
sale, thefestival will startaround9a.m.
on Saturday and last until after 1 p.m.

In the past, some of the festival ac-
tivitieswereheldonMainAvenue, said
Jo Simmons, GoodlandAreaChamber
of Commerce office manager, but this
year everything will be moved to
Chambers Park, 13th and Center, the
event’scentral locationfor thepast few
years.

Activitieswill go on either in or
aroundthepark, Simmonssaid, adding
that Center Avenuewill beblocked off
between 13thand 15th Streetsand par-
ticipants are asked not to park carsin
that area.

Thisyear's festival will feature at
least 35 different activities for young
and old people, Simmonssaid, includ-
ingamost 20 new gamesand contests.
Eachactivity hasasunflower themeto
honor the sunflower industry in
Goodland — deemed “the Sunflower
City of the Sunflower State.”

“We're quadrupling the size of the
show, redlly,” shesaid.

New gamesincludethethree-legged
race, bean bag throw, duck pond, hula
hoop contest, water balloonthrow, ring
toss, sunflower seed spitting contest,
jumpropecontest, ballooninabasket,
cupcake walk, bubble gum blowing
contest and count the petals.

There were about five games last
year, Simmons said, but participants
hadtowaitinalonglineto play, sothe
festival committee decided to makeit
more like a carnival, with different
gamesheldin separate areas.

Principals
preparing
for school

By Rachel Miscall
The Goodland Daily News

Classrooms have been painted and
floorsbuffed. Teachersare straighten-
ing their desks and preparing assign-
ments. Parents are making sure their
children areenrolled.

The start of another school year is
almost here.

Fiveprincipalsandtheathleticdirec-
tor in the Goodland district told the
school board this week what custodi-
ans, administrators, teachers and stu-
dentsare doing to prepare for the new
year, which begins on Monday, Aug.
26.

JmMull, Grant Junior High princi-
pal, said custodianshaveinstalled new
lightsin the gymnasium to brighten it
up. It'sreally madeadifference, hesaid.

“It'sprobably thebest lit gyminthe
state,” he joked. “It'sreally lightened
up alot. Thekidswill be shocked.”

Mull said the school is starting new
technology programsthat may reverse
theroles of students and teachers, al-

See SCHOOL, Page 8

Bud Chester, the organizer of the new Horseshoe Pitching Tournament at Saturday’s Sunflower Festival, used

to be an avid horseshoe pitcher. He’s even in the state horseshoe pitcher hall of fame.
Photo by Eric Yonkey/The Goodland Daily News

The committee brain stormed game
ideas, shesaid, andrecruitedvolunteers
to run the activities. The festival can
still use more help, she said, asking
volunteersto call theChamber at (785)
899-7130.

Another new activity thisyear will be
the Horseshoe Pitching Tournament
organized by Bud Chester, whoisinthe
KansasStateHorseshoePitchers' Hall
of Fame.

Thetournament will bedividedinto

threeagedivisions— 10and under, 10
to16and 16 andup— andthetopthree
pitchersin each division will win pro-
fessional trophies.

The ping pong ball race will be re-
turning for a second year, Simmons
said, but the drought has forced orga-
nizersto changethe contest.

Lastyear, Simmonssaid, thecity and
rural firedepartmentsused their water
hoses to propel the balls down Main,
but that’s not going to work this year

Devin Keister, 14, helped move boxes of clothes from the Thrift Shop on
Syracuse toits new building at 1218 Main on Tuesday. Devin is the grand-

son of the store’s manager, Sandi Keister.
Photo by Doug Stephens/The Goodland Daily News

becauseof thecity’ swater restrictions.

Instead, shesaid, Schlosser Concrete
hasvolunteeredtoroll theballsaround
in acement mixer and them let them
|oose between 13th and 14th Streets.
Simmons said three race winners will
receive 10, 7 or 5 percent of theprofits,
with the rest going to the Goodland
High School Band, which is running
the contest.

Horseshoe
champion
to run event

By Rachel Miscall
The Goodland Daily News

Themanrunninganew activity at the
6th annual Sunflower Festival this
weekendisinthe Kansas State Horse-
shoePitchers’ Hall of Fame.

That’swhy Bud Chester said Cham-
ber of Commercerepresentativesasked
himtoorgani zetheHorseshoePitching
Tournament for this year’s festival,
which will be held on Saturday in
ChambersPark, 13th and Main.

They must have figured if anyone
could doit, it would be Chester.

The 78-year-old said his horseshoe
career started in 1947, when he was
named champion at ahorseshoe pitch-
ing tournament at Ottawa University,
wherehewasastudent. Chester said he
had pitched afew timesbeforethat, but
not competitively.

That win, hesaid, sparked a50-year
fascinationwiththegamehecalls” fun
and exciting.”

Chester said he attended 12 to 15
horseshoepitchingtournamentsayear,
up until about 1997, when his health
wouldnolonger allow himtokeepitup.

Hesaid hedidit because he enjoyed
pitching horseshoesand heliked meet-
ing new people.

“In the tournament,” Chester said,
“you meet some of the nicest people.
Plusit’'s good exercise and it's afun
game.”

Itwasn't all about winning, he said,
adding that he won several tourna-
ments, but never the state champion-
ship. He said that title always went to
his good friend Merlin Potts, &
Leonardville man who won the state
tournament 25 out of 27 years.

Chester said he used to practice ev-
eryday and at his peak he would aver-
age 75ringersfor every 100 attempts.
He said he wasinducted into the state

See FESTIVAL, Page 7

See HORSESHOE, Page 7

Goodland thrift shop
moving downtown

By Doug Stephens
The Goodland Daily News

Goodland’s Thrift Shop is moving
downtown after more than 30 years at
itsold location.

The store, owned by the ministerial
alliance,ismovingto 1218 Main, north
of Sight and Sound Entertainment, and
plansto open on Tuesday, Sept. 3, said
manager Sandi Keister. It had been at
1020 Syracusesince1972, shesaid, and
thebusinesshasoutgrownthebuilding.

“We needed some more space,”
Keister said, “and the ministerial alli-
ance was looking to move to adown-
town location.”

Keister, with the help of her grand-
son, David, and some of hisfriends,
started moving someitemsintothenew
building Tuesday, but shesaid shewill
not closetheold building until the new
locationisready for business.

“We removingthingsover alittlebit
atatime,” shesaid.“We' regoingtostay
open aslong aswecan.”

Peg Garcia, aregular customer of the
store, said shethinksthe movewill be
good for business.

“A lot of people will be down on
Mainanyway,” shesaid, “andthiswill
makeit convenient for themtostopin,
rather than have to make a separate

trip.”

Garcia says shopping at the thrift
storeisabighelptoher budget. Shecan
find clothes for herself, her husband,
andher kids, shesaid, oftenforlessthan
$1 per garment.

“Clothes, especially for kids, can be
really expensive,” Garciasaid. “When
| comedown here, | know | canalways
findsomethingfor areally good price.”

The store can charge low prices be-
cause of the donationsit gets, Keister
said.

“People stop by here and donate
clothes, books, furniture, and all kinds
of stuff,” the manager said. “A lot of
people drop off clothes for us, which
lets us keep our prices low and help
more people.”

The store's busiest time of the year
isinthesummer, Keister said, because
alot of merchandisegetsdonated after
yard sales.

“We have alot of items all year,”
Keister said, “ but the summer isby far
the most hectic time of year.”

The store doesn’t plan to raise its
prices to cover the costs of the move,
Keister said.

“Absolutely not,” shesaid. “Weare
athrift store. Wewant tokeep our prices
aslow aswecan.”



