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Farmers learn about native sunflowers

SUNFLOWER, from Page 1

three timeswith threeinches of water
eachtime.

“Look at thecorninthearea,” said
Kansas agent Roger Stockton from
Colby. “What would it look like with
nineinches of irrigation? It's history.
It'salready been cut down for feed.”

Stockton saidthecorncrop couldn’t
get enoughwater, andit diesoutinthe
heat. Sunflowers, on the other hand,
areadaptedtoKansasweather, hesaid.

“Thisisanativeplant,” hesaid.“We
have wild varieties living in ditches.
Thisisaplant that can survive.”

Even sunflowers planted on unir-
rigated land aredoing better than other
crops, Stockton said.

“Itisn’tlookingreally great now, but
if we had gotten oneand ahalf inches
of rain, even two weeks ago, it would
have produced enough to cover the
costs,” hesaid. “ Asitis, thereweredtill
some seeds produced. Name another
crop that hasas much potential ondry
land as sunflowersdo.”

Sunflowersare one of themost effi-
cient crops at getting water out of the
soil, Stocktonsaid, whichisimportant
intimes of drought.

“1"m guessing wehavethreeor four
yearsbefore Topekatellsushowtouse
the water out of the aquifer,” he said.
“Has someone from Topeka coming
out to tell you how to do something
ever madeyou happy?It’snot goingto
happen.”

There are not enough farmers pro-
ducing sunflowers, Stocktonsaid, and
thereis demand for the crop.

“Wecangrow something peopleare
standinginlinetobuy,” hesaid. “Pro-
ducershaven’t beeninthat positionin
along time. We are missing an eco-
nomic opportunity we need to take a
seriouslook at.”

The experts talked about insecti-
cides, herbicidesand crop rotation.

There arefivetypes of insects sun-
flower farmers have to watch out for,
Meyer said. He described how tolook
out for them, when to spray and how
much of themisn’tgoingtoreally hurt
the crop.

Rotation isimportant, hesaid. Sun-
flowers should only be planted on a
plot every three years, Meyer said,
mostly to avoid pests.

A camera operator from a Kansas City, Mo., public access television channel showed up to catch the action

at the Sunflower Celebration this morning.

“If you switch it up every year, you
change the environment,” he said. “1f
the pestsdon’t havetheright environ-
ment, they won't survive.”

A farmer wanted to know if he had
never planted sunflowers before,
would he still have pests?

Meyer said yes, because the sun-
flower isanative plant, so theinsects
arenative, too. The bugs might not be
a problem for afew years, though,
when they will become entrenched.

Thefarmershad gathered in Good-

land thismorning, andtoured anearby
site, because Goodland is considered
oneof two sunflower market centersin
the country, Hoelting said.

Roy Aicher, aresearcher fromKan-
sasState, saidal ot of peoplehavebeen
working on how to produce the best
product possible, and that thisgather-
ing was important so farmers would
know what was going on.

“Thisisabigday for Goodland,” he
said.

The public television crew inter-
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viewed John Golden, afarmowner and
former state legislator and city com-
missioner, whotalked about thehistory
of thecrop anditsimportanceto west-
ern Kansas.

“Thisisacrop we can grow effi-
ciently, because it is adapted for the
climate, and which gives us a sound
economichbase,” Goldensaid. “Itdoes
wondersfor us economically, and the
farmerswhogrow it should beencour-
aged and supported.”

Mrs. Kansas forced to miss national pagent

OTTAWA (AP) — Vicky McCurdy
wassupposed torepresent Kansasthis
week at theMrs. International Pageant
— but she couldn’t find anyone to
watch her two children.

And because McCurdy couldn’t af-
ford to take them with her to Pigeon
Forge, Tenn., shesaid state pageant of -
ficialsmadeher giveupher titleof Mrs.

Kansas International .

“If | can’t find anyone to watch my
kids, | can't go,” McCurdy said. “I
don'tbelieveitisareasonablerequest.
| didn’tthink it wasworthy of an orga-
nization that toutsfamily values.”

McCurdy, 32, of Ottawa, was cho-
sen Mrs. Kansas International in
March. She was asked to step down,

she said Thursday, after shetold pag-
eant organizersshecould not affordto
takelvy, 8, and Conner, 6, withher and
couldn’'tfind child care.

McCurdy also said shewastold she
would be sued by the Mrs. Interna-
tional organization for breach of con-
tract if she didn’t attend the national

pageant.

e Goodland Daily News Service Directory « 785-899-2338

Your KEY to business success.

Have your name up front when a customer needs you.

Repetitive advertising is the key to opening the door to new customers.

(Tt Sheet

New Hours

Mon., Wed., Fri.:
1p.m.to7:30 p.m.
walk-ins
Tues. & Thurs., Sat.
8 am. to noon

b
Slat

Master Barber & Stylist,
Cynthia Bohl
785-899-6544

b - —

Barbara Johnson, with the K-State small business environmental as-
sistance program, talked Thursday with Lloyd Koel, an instructor in the
truck and tractor diesel mechanics program at the technical college,
about disposing of hazardous waste. Johnson and another associate

from K-State took a tour of the college after giving a training session.
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Collegereadyforclasses
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erly dispose of hazardouswaste.

Hoffman said Alan Keeler, aloss
prevention specialist with the Kansas
Association of School Boards, taught
about ergonomics, whichisthescience
of helping people adapt to their work-
ing environment.

Keeler's goal, Hoffman said, isto
stop people from having to file
workmen’s compensation claims by
teaching them how to prevent injuries
at work. Among other things, he said,
instructorslearned howtolift properly
to stop back injuries and how to type
to avoid carpal tunnel syndrome.

Sherry Davisand Barbara Johnson,
withtheKansasStateUniversity small
business environmental assistance
program, taught how to properly dis-
pose of hazardous waste to comply
with state and federal regulations.

Afterthesession, Davisand Johnson
took atour of the auto body, automo-
tivetechnology, truck and tractor die-
sel and other departments, talking to
instructors about how to safely store
andgetridof fuel, paint and other haz-
ardous materials.

Hoffman said immy Stevenson, the
college'sinformationtechnology spe-
cialist, showed staff how to safely use
computers, including making surein-
formationisn't lost or stolen.

The workshop will end today, he
said, with atalk from a county health

department nurse about blood borne
pathogens, which aredisease-causing
microorganismscarried in blood.

Ken Clouse, college president, said
thenursewill teachinstructorshow tc
cleanup body fluids and dispose of
blood or bloody clothswithout catch-
ing something. With the threat of
A.1.D.S., sexually transmitted di seases
and other diseases, hesaid, it'simpor-
tant for staff and studentsto know how
to protect themselves.

Clouse said the fun part will come
thisafternoon.

Administrators and staff will do
team-building exercisesafter thetrain-
ing session, he said, and then head to
Sugar Hills Country Club for a game
of golf. On Thursday night, Clouse
said, staff andtheir family wereinvitec
to abarbecue on campus.

Theworkshopisn'ttheonly thingthe
collegehasdoneto preparefor thefirst
day of classesonMonday, Clousesaid,
noting classrooms and buildings have
been getting amakeover all summer.

A new coat of water-proof material
is being put on three metal roofs, he
said, new carpet hasbeen laid in sev-
eral buildings, concrete ramps have
been put into comply withthe Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act and some
landscapingwill bedonein September
or October. He said the college has
bought more than 60 new computers
andisplanningtomakeotherimprove-
mentsthisyear.
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