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commentary

from other pens...

In the capital, trees
are monuments, too

Treeshelpcitiesbreath, softenthe concreteand steel of whichthey are
built and add their storiestothelifeand history of thecity and itspeople.

Old and spreading trees dapple the white marble of Washington's
monumentsand shadeitsneighborhoodseven asdisease, neglect, pol-
[ution, dry weather and urban development thin the canopy. The city
has|ost an estimated 40 percent of thetreesit had 30 yearsago.

But after morethan 200 growing seasons, thenation’scapital remains |

full of treelore:

Thomas Jefferson planted rowsof poplarson either side of Pennsyl-
vaniaAvenueto add green borderstothedusty drivebetween the Capi-
tol andtheWhiteHouse. Helamented whentreeswerecut for firewood.

A magnoliaplanted by Andrew Jackson under the south wall of the
WhiteHousestill survives, shading thebedroomwindowsontheresi-
dence floor and exploding each June into creamy, saucer-sized blos-
soms. The elderly treeis supported by aweb of steel wires.

On the 18 acres of the White House grounds, the tree collection in-
cludes other magnolias, severa varieties of oak, dogwood, cedar, lin-
dens, buckeyes, paulownia, beech, pine and Japanese mapl es.

Many wereplanted by presidentsor their wives. Onalist of suchtrees
isNo. 12, an American elm, planted by BarbaraBush in 1991 from a
sapling sprungfromtheorigina planted by John Quincy Adamsin 1826.

“The trees are an unsung glory, giving the White House landscape
itsstructure,” says historian William Seale.

At Christmas, presidents make the short driveto the Ellipse for the
lighting of theliving National Christmas Tree, ablue spruce.

A huge elm on the House side of the Capitol survives because Sen.
Simon Cameron of Pennsylvania ordered workmen in 1875 to stop
effortstocut it down. Theelm stood intheway of asidewalk called for
inthelandscaping plan for the Capitol grounds.

Although thetree couldn’t move, the senator saw no reason the side-
walk couldn’t bend. Agreement wasreached, and 127 yearslater theside-
walk bendsandthetreeremains. Fittingly, it’scalled“ TheCameron EIm.”

Gonebut rememberedisamassiveEnglishelmthat threw alongbranch
over amuch-used sidewalk, causing senatorstoinstinctively duck asthey
walked beneath it. In 1978, thetreefell victim to Dutch elm disease.

“Few, if any, treeswerebetter known or moreloved by membersof the
Senate,” Sen. Edward M. Kennedy, D-Mass., told hisfellow lawmakers.

“Aswewalked to the Capitol we passed under itsgiant limb, amiracle
of naturethat stretched out acrossthesidewal k and over theroadway. Often
wewouldreachupandtouchthelimbor giveawarmslap of recognition.”

Becausesenatorsappeared to bebowing, President John . Kennedy,
Edward'sbrother and aformer senator, called it “ The Humility Tree.”

The Capitol lawniswell planted with memorial treesof onekind or
another, sotherewasmuchlamentingwhen 67 maturetreeswereslated
for removal to clear way for anew underground visitors' center.

Still, morethan 3,000 treesremain on the 155 acresthat makeup the
Capitol grounds. The Cameron elm and two elmson thelawn aresaid
to be older than the Capitol itself.

Intheearly 1870s, an aggressive public works official transformed
thecity itself, turningitfromacity of dustand mudto“thecity of trees.”

Alexander R. Shepherd, soon dubbed “Boss Shepherd,” bulldozed
redtapeashepaved streets, built water mainsand planted 60,000 shade
treesin the parks and along the streets and avenues.

TheYoshino cherries, thetreesthat are Washington springtime em-
blem, bloomwhiteand pink, encirclethe Tidal Basinand formafluffy
hal o around the Jefferson Memorial . A gift from Japan, thefirst flow-
ering cherry treeswere planted in 1912 by first lady Helen Taft.

A privately financed tree survey isunder way to identify the status of
each treeinthecity, tree box by tree box. Theaimisto givethecity an
accurateaccount of thehealth of eachtree, hel pingit chart waysto better
manage the urban forest and replacing trees that have been lost.

EDITOR SNOTE—LawrenceL. Knutsonhasreported on Congress,
the White House and Washington’s history for 34 years.
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My journey with malaria

WASHINGTON — Catchingalife-threatening
disease can be alife-changing experience.

Amonthago, | feltbad. That’sthebestway | can
say it. | wasat my father’ sweddingin New Jersey
—he's82andavery hot ticket! —and something,
| wasn't surewhat, waswrong with me.

Sinceitwasn’t oneof those symptoms— head-
ache, upset stomach—I could spell out, | shrugged
it off and went to work that Monday.

Still, something wasn't right. By then, nausea
wasasgood aword asto describemy condition. |
took Tylenol andkept pluggingalong. “Hardball,”
my TV show, had an expensive new set, Phil
Donahuewas premiering the hour beforeme, and
| had ajob to do: Sparkle!

By Friday, | wasdoinganything but. | wassweat-
ing likeapigand could barely hold my head up. |
had to stick around the studio that night togo live
with the Samantha Runnion kidnapping-murder
case. The police were holding an evening press
conferenceto announcetheir arrest of asuspect. |
spent the awaiting hours on the Green Room
couch.

The following weekend, | was delirious. My
brain, which | had hoped to employ tofinishwrit-
ing abook and then aspeech | had to givethefol-
lowing week, kept cooking on one impenetrable
problem after another. Each crazed quandary
melted into the next.

My temperature hit 103 — way too high for a
guy my age.

Still, | kept thinking — to the extent my brain
was working — it was some kind of flu. | could
swest it out.

On Monday, | was heading for work with an
extrashirtinmy bag. Theonel had onwasalready
drenching.

The Bible’s theme is

In the countdown of the top 10 reasons every-
one should read the Bible, | have so far covered
reason no. 10, the Bible tells the story of earth’s
creation; no. 9, theBiblecan movehearts; no. 8, it
isthe only guideto religious truth; no. 7, itisa
guidebook for livingandteacheslessonsaboutlife;
no. 6, it chroniclesthe formation of the Christian
congregation; no. 5, its stories of imperfect men
and women provide examples for us; and no. 4,
Jesus’ deathin behalf of mankind isabetter story
than any modern book tells.

Thisweek’s topic is the no. 3 reason — the
Bible'stheme of God’skingdomisgood newsfor
everyone.

Matthew 9:35tellsusthat Jesuspreached about
thisgood news: “ And Jesus set out on atour of all
thecitiesandvillages, teachingintheir synagogues
and preaching the good news of the kingdom and
curing every sort of disease and every sort of in-
firmity.”

It says Jesus preached “the good news of the
kingdom.” What kingdomisit?Andwhy isit good
news? Matthew 6:10tellsus: “ Let your kingdom
come. Let your will take place, asin heaven, also
upon earth.”

Jesusheretaught hisfollowerstopray for God's
kingdomto comeandthenHiswill wouldbedone
onearth. Weseeplenty of evidencethat God' swill
isnot beingdoneonearth—terrorism, crime, dis-
ease, corporate fraud... thelist goeson.

When Jesus preached about this kingdom, he
heal ed many peopleinthecrowds. Thisshowsthat
itisnot God'swill for peopleto besick and to suf-
fer. If that were God' swill, Jesuswoul d havebeen
working against Him. What is God' swill?

Isaiah 45:18 says, “ For thus saith the Lord that
created the heavens; God himself that formed the
earthand madeit; hehath establishedit, hecreated
itnotinvain, heformedittobeinhabited: | amthe
Lord; andthereisnoneelse.”

Godformedtheearthto beinhabited. Thisindi-
catesthat Hedoes not planto takeall of mankind
toheaven or tobanishthemto hell; Hecreated the
earth asour home, andthisiswherehewantsusto
be. And, as Jesustaught hisfollowers, God wants
Hiswill to bedoneon earth.

Isaiah 9:6, 7 tells us how thiswill be accom-
plished: “ For therehasbeenachildborntous, there
has been a son given to us; and the princely rule
will cometo be upon his shoulder. And hisname
will becalled Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
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Finally, | did something smart and called my
doctor. It wasclear what | was going through was
not going to go away by itself.

Dr. Dennis Cullen agreed that | should cometo
hisoffice. Asheexamined me, | toldhimmy urine
had turned maroon. He sent me to the emergency
roomat Sibley Memoria Hospital asl wasdanger-
ously dehydrated and needed an intravenous. Just
asimportant, | needed to betested.

Intheemergency room, after bloodtests, X-rays
andasonogram, Dr. JamesK ane, whowasaPeace
Corps doctor in Africathe same time | was over
there, walked in withthe diagnosis:

“You have malaria.”

It was unmistakable from my blood smear, he
said. Theparasitesthat hadtaken over anunhealthy
number of my red blood cellswereall over it.

| had the species of malaria, falciparum, which
isthe most aggressive. It killsyou either by clog-
ging upthearteriestoyour brainor by simply kill-
ing enough blood cellsto cause extreme anemia.

Parasites had taken over 4 to 5 percent of my
blood cells. A pathologist at Sibley told my wife
Kathleenthat he’ d never seensomany parasiteson
onesdlide.

With all those rioting bugs racing through my
brain, nowonder | wasdelirious.

Thebottomlineisthat I'mavery lucky fellow. |
had great doctors. | wasgiven quinine, antibiotics
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Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. Totheabundance
of the princely rule and to peace there will be no
end, upon thethrone of David and upon hisking-
dominordertoestablishitfirmly andtosustainit
by meansof justiceand by meansof righteousness,
from now on and to timeindefinite.”

Jesuswasthechildborntous, but heisnotachild
anymore. After his death, he ascended to heaven
whereHebrews 10:12, 13tellsushewaited at the
right hand of God until his enemies should be
placed asastool for hisfeet.

The scripture in Isaiah says this kingdom will
bring peaceandwill last forever, totimeindefinite.
Instead of being passed on to someone else each
time there is an election and each time someone
diesinoffice, thiskingdomwill havethesameking
forever, onewhoisthePrince of Peace. What will
thiskingdom accomplish?

Micah 4.4 says, “But they shall sit every man
under hisvineand under hisfigtree; andnoneshall
make them afraid: for the mouth of the Lord of
hosts hath spokeniit.”

Everyone will have a secure place to live, no
reasonto beafraid and plenty of vegetation with-
out havingtowonder which daysthey areallowed
towater it.

Isaiah 33:24 says, “No resident will say: ‘| am
sick.’ Thepeoplethat aredwellingintheland will
bethose pardoned for their errors.”

Isaiah 35:5, 6 says, “ At that timetheeyesof the
blind oneswill be opened, andthevery earsof the
deaf oneswill beunstopped. At that timethelame
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and that wonderful intravenous that kept running
fluid into me. | wasin an air-conditioned hospital
sonicethey call it“Club Sib.”

| kept thinking, especially inthose early daysin
intensivecare, what it’slikegetting malariafor the
averageAfrican. You'relyinginsomehut. It's 105
degrees. You' rerunning atemperature almost that
high. Youhavenoquinine, nodrugswhatsoever and
no clean water. You just liethere sweating and de-
lirious'til thelightsgo out.

Africaaccountsfor nineout of 10 malariacases.
Children are the most vulnerable, with one dying
every 30 seconds.

| supposeAfrica, too, iswhere | was bitten. My
family and | werethere at Christmastime. Though
all thebooks say you get the bad symptomswithin
about twoweeks, | may havetakenenoughmalaria
pillsto suppressit all these seven months.

Noneof thedoctors|’ ve spoken to can quite ex-
plainhow | gotit. It may havebeen something | got
visiting the West Bank in May or Vietnam |ast
spring. Itmay beoneof thoserarecasesof “ airport”
malariawherethevictim getshit by amosquitothat
had just bitten someone who wasinfected.

Theimportant thing, | think, is how the experi-
ence affected me. Thereis no adequate emotional
accountingfor theeffect of all thoseflowers, plants,
fruit baskets, lettersand phonecalls. Or for thecalm
joy of simply having my crazed career engines
turned off for acoupleof weeks. Or for thelovethat
hasflowed fromK athleenandtherest of my world.

ChrisMatthews, author of “ Now, Let MeTell You
What | Really Think” (Free Press, 2001) anc
“Hardball” (TouchstoneBooks, 1999), isanation-
ally syndicated columnist for the San Francisco
Chronicleandthehostof“ Hardball” onCNBCand
MSNBC cable channels.

good news for everyone

onewill climbupjust asastag does, andthetongue
of the speechlessonewill cry out in gladness. For
in the wilderness waters will have burst out, and
torrentsin the desert plain.”

No one will be sick. No one will be disabled.
Everyonewill have asecure home. Water will not
be scarce. Problemsthat governmentstoday can't
even begintosolvewill exist nomoreunder God's
kingdom, and thisisgood newsindeed.

John17:3says,“ Thismeanseverlastinglife, their
takinginknowledgeof you, theonly trueGod, and
of the onewhom you sent forth, Jesus Christ.”

By taking in knowledge from the Bible, we can
haveeverlastinglifeunder God’skingdomand see
Hiswill doneonearth. Wecanseeall of man’sprob-
lemssolved and livein peace.

Revelation22:17 extendstheinvitation: “ Andthe
spirit and the bride keep on saying: ‘ Come!” And
let anyone hearing say: ‘Come!’” And let anyone
thirsting come; let anyone that wishes take life's
water free.”
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