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Israeli accord could unravel

around the world

By the Associated Press
INTERNATIONAL

BETHLEHEM, West Bank — Pal-
estinian policewereback onthestreets
of Bethlehem early today after | sraeli
forcesleftthetownaspart of atrial that
couldleadtofurther Israeli withdraw-
alsintheWest Bank.

Inthefirst security accord between
the two sidesin more than ayear, |s-
rael agreed to hand control of Beth-
lehem and partsof the Gaza Strip back
tothePalestinians. I srael saiditwould
pull out of other West Bank population
centersif Palestinian police prevent
terror attacks from being launched
from thetest areas.

But theunderstandingscould qui ck-
ly unravel.

The violent Hamas and Islamic
Jihad groups, responsiblefor dozensof
suicide bomb attacks against Israelis
during two years of fighting, rejected
the agreement and pledged to step up
their attacks.

In fresh violence today, an Israeli
was killed by Palestinian sniper fire
near the Jewish settlement of Neve
Dekalim in the Gaza Strip, paramed-
icssaid. Hamastook responsibility for
thekilling.

IntheWest Bank, one armed Pales-
tinian was killed and at least onein-
jured in an exchange of fire between
Israeli troops and local militiamen in
the Tulkarem refugee camp, thearmy
said. The fighting erupted during an
Israeli army raid of the camp.

MOSCOW — Ninety-nineservice-
men were reported killed and 33 in-
jured when atroop transport helicop-
terfell intoaminefieldinwhat Russian
mediacalled thenation’sbiggest mili-
tary helicopter crash and the biggest
single-day casualty countinthe Chec-
henwar.

Salvage workers have completed
their search for victimsat the site out-
sideKhankala, Russia’smilitary head-
quarters for its nearly three-year old
campaignin Chechnya, wheretheMi-
26 crashedonMonday, RTR statetel e-
vision reported Tuesday.

DefenseMinistry investigatorshave
beguntheir probeintowhat causedthe
crash: amissile, whichrebelsclaim, or
atechnical malfunction. Prosecutors
have opened a criminal case for mur-
der andterrorism, Russian newsagen-
ciesreported.

Thehelicopter wascarrying 132 ser-
vicemen from Mozdok, another re-
gional military base, toKhankala, RTR
reported, citing military headquarters
in Chechnya.

Thefivecrew membersall survived.
About half the passengerswere offic-
ers, and the rest were conscripts and
contract soldiersreturning fromleave
or traveling to Chechnyato relieve
units rotating out of the region, RTR
reported. Military headquarters said
early today that 99 of thepeopleaboard
the helicopter were killed and 33 in-
jured, RTR reported.

NATIONAL

NEW Y ORK — While cautioning
that it wasn’t being called the final
number, themedi cal examiner’soffice
turned over alist of 2,819 victims'
names to officials at City Hall to be
used aspart of thememorial serviceat
the World Trade Center site next
month.

Four nameswere cut fromthedeath
toll that had remained unchanged for
months. Thenew list rel eased M onday
includes those whose remains have
been identified; those presumed dead
whosefamilieshave obtained acourt-
issued death certificate; and about 90
peoplewhoarestill classified asmiss-
ing.

The names will be read by former
Mayor Rudol ph Giuliani, other digni-
tariesandvictims' family membersat
aground zero memorial ceremony on
Sept. 11.

City officialsin charge of the mas-
siveeffort saidthey arenot ready tocall
2,819 the complete count. Both the
medical examiner’sofficeand the po-
lice department could still adjust the
tally.

Thecity’sofficial count of victims
includes passengers and crew on the
doomed jetliners, but not the five hi-
jackersaboard each plane.

SAN JOSE, Cdlif.—AfireonMon-
day gutted asix-acresectionof Santana
Row, anexpansive$500 millionretail,
commercia and residential develop-
ment.

The blaze spewed 100-foot-high
flamesand billowing black smokethat
could be seenfor miles.

The blaze destroyed the largest of
ninebuildingswhichwasto opennext
month and include 36 retail shopsand
246 rental housing units, said Tom
Miles, aspokesmanfor Federal Realty
Investment Trust.

The rest of the 40-acre project,
whichwas slated to resemble alushly
landscaped San Francisco street, was
designedtoinclude 1,200 luxury resi-
dences, ashopping areathesize of 14

football fields, ahotel, afarmer’smar-
ket and many outdoor cafes.

GRANTS PASS, Ore. — Crews
made more progress in battling Ore-
gon’s huge wildfire, fire-hardening
containment lines designed to keep
flamesaway from ahamlet that caters
toRogueRiver whitewater raftersand
fishermen.

But after three weeks of the firein
their back yard, the roughly 150 resi-
dents of the community of Agness
weren't ready to celebrate. They con-
tinued to thin trees and cut weeds and
brush around their homes.

Thefirehasgrownto 448,857 acres
—two-thirdsthe size of Rhodelsland
— sinceit began last month. It was40
percent contained Monday.

Firespokeswoman RochelleDesser
said firefighterswill soon be shifting
fromtheeast sideof thefiretothewest
side.

“Wewould not want to characterize
thingsasall buttoned upyet, but things
arelookingvery good,” shesaidMon-
day.
On the west side, evacuation aerts
remained in effect for Agness, nearby
Oak Flat, theupper Pistol River drain-
age, andtheWildernessRetreat subdi-
vision on the Chetco River.

However, thedanger tothose settle-
mentsdiminished ascontainment lines
grew and burnout operations contin-
ued, officialssaid.

CHAPEL HILL, N.C. — New stu-
dentsat the University of North Caro-
linatook part Monday in discussions
of aprimer ontheQuran after afederal
appeal s court refused to halt the sum-
mer reading program.

Attorneysfor aconservative Chris-
tian group had asked the 4th U.S. Cir-
cuit Court of Appealsin Richmond to
stop the discussions. Members of the
Virginia-based Family Policy Network
and three unidentified freshmen con-
tended theassignment wasunconstitu-
tional.

Monday’s discussion groups drew
extensive media attention, with jour-
nalists squeezing into roomswith stu-
dents.

“1"m excited to read the headlines
tomorrow: * StudentsRead Books, Dis-
cuss ldeas.” That's some real sensa-
tional stuff,” quippedreligiousstudies
professor Carl Ernst.

About4,200incomingfreshmanand
transfer students had the assignment.
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