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\West Nile spread by mosquitoes

How dangerousistheWest Nilevi-
rus?

Dr. George Thompkins, a patholo-
gist at thefederal Centersfor Disease
Control in Atlanta, said that even in
areaswherethevirusiscirculating, the
percentage of mosquitoes carryingin
the diseaseissmall, and if apersonis
infected, thereislessthan al percent
chance of the disease becoming seri-
ous.

Sincethevirusarrivedin New York
City in 1999, Thompkins said, 19
people in the country have died from
West Nile, and 131 havebeen seriously
sick but recovered.

Ol der peoplehavethebiggest risk of
gettingsick fromthevirus, Thompkins
said, andinfantsand peoplewith dam-
aged immune systems might also be
more susceptible.

“We haven’t found any proof that
patients with compromised immuni-
ties, like AIDS or people who've had
bone marrow transplants, are more
likely to get sick from West Nile,”
Thompkinssaid, “butitislikely. Itjust
makes sensefor those peopleto be ex-
tremely cautious.”

TheviruswasfirstfoundintheWest
Nile region of Uganda in 1937,
Thompkinssaid, and sincethenit has
spreadthroughAfrica, Eastern Europe,
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Wiley said.

A 75-year-old Missouri woman
died of thediseaseAug. 7, theAsso-
ciated Press reported today, adding
that seven Missourians have tested
positive for the virus since it ap-
pearedinthat statelast year.

Goodland resident LylaMitchek,
who owns racing horses with her
brother Dale, said sheisn't sureif
they’ [l immunizetheir animals.

“1t’spretty dry out here,” shesaid.
“1 haven't seen amosquito all year.
We get alot lesswater than eastern
Kansasdoes.

“We want to protect our horses,
butwedon’twant towastemoney on
something they won't need. We'll
have to check with the trainer in
Denver and seewhat he'sdoing.”

Wiley agreed the horses and

Horsesvaccinated forvirus

people aren't at risk in Sherman
County.

At least not yet. The virus will
eventually reach the area, he said,
but it might not befor afew years,
and it may never be a strong force
here.

“The virus needs mosquitoes to
carry it, and theweather inthat part
of the state is not good weather for
mosquitoes,” the biologist said.
“Unless there is suddenly alot of
rain — sustained rain over along
period — it probably won't travel
that far very soon.”

The biologist guessed the first
casesof thevirusmight show upin
Sherman in the summer of 2004.

“1 could be wrong,” Wiley said.
“The disease might travel faster
than we think, or there might be
other uncontrollable factors, but
2004 isagood guess.”

the Middle East, Asiaand now North
America.

No oneis sure how the virus got to
the United States, the doctor said, but

the strain hereismost closely related
tothetypeintheMiddle East.

The disease is spread when a mos-
quitobitesaninfected animal andthen
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City picks trash company to deal with

“It was a convenience issue,” Pickman said. “We

$10 per month plus a $3.25 tipping fee. Randy Topliff,
CEKK'’srepresentative, said hiscompany would charge
$14.90 per month, plus atipping fee of about $4 which
would have been adjusted monthly.

Topliff originally offered $380,000for thecity’strucks
and equipment, but $28,000 of that was for equipment
the city did not want to sell.

TheColoradofirmwantsto buildatransfer stationand
wantsto bepaid $576,299 per year to pick up trash, what
thecity hasbudgetedtodoit next year. Hurd said hedidn’t
think the city should belocked into paying that amount,
and that it should be adjusted depending how many
people are using the service.

“That’ssomethingwe' |l havetotalk aboutinnegotia-
tions,” hesaid.

DaveSanders, chief financial officer of U.S. Wasteln-
dustries, said hiscompany woul d haul Goodland’strash
toitslandfill in Colorado Springs, and peoplewoul d not
haveto sort it.

“If it canfitinadumpster, wecantakeit,” Sanderssaid,
adding that they won't be able to handleindustrial haz-
ardouswaste.

City Manager Ron Pickman said the reason the city
started looking into the contracting the service was so
customerswould not haveto sort their garbage.

wanted to makeit easier on people.”

Thecity wasal soonthevergeof havingtoraiserates,
Pickman said. At the end of thisyear there should be a
$79,000surplusinthesolidwastefund, but only $5,000
at the end of 2003.

“Wearelookingat havingtoraise$75,000t0$80,000,
spread out over al our customers,” Pickman said. “ The
commission wanted to try to keep prices the same, or
even lower them, with aprivate company.”

Topliff told the commission it would be better in the
long run to choose a Goodland company.

“Every dollaryouspendlocally will stay herelocally,”
hesaid.

Sandersstressed that hiscompany wasoffering more
money for the equipment and would not raise rates.

“Whichisthebetter deal 7’ Sandersasked. “Whichhas
moreto offer?’

Sanders said his company hopes to get Sherman
County to reduce its $150 solid waste landfill fee, be-
causeitwill havelessoperational costsif thecity’strash
isn't takentoitslandfill.

Commissioner Tiedesaid, though, that thecounty will
not lower thefee. Hesai d thecounty’slandfill would till
haveto stay openfor rural customers, andthecounty still
hasto deal with groundwater contamination at the old
landfill, whichisalong-term problem.

Ready toexplore
thewideworld
of theWeb?

What do you have to do?

nwkansas.com is your key to the Internet. We
offer reliable service, fast modems and full access to
the Internet, the World Wide Web and E-mail all in one
package for one low monthly fee. We are the local
Internet Service Provider with people who can answer your
questions. In most cases, you can be hooked up today. We have the
latest, fastest digital lines to answer your call. For local technical
assistance you can call Tom Betz in our office who can help get you
connected, and help troubleshoot connection problems.

Special rate offer

With a payment of $99.80 (four months base service) we
give you a month free service and no set-up fee ($19.96 per
month average rate. We are offering an annual rate of $198
($16.50 per month average).
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bitesanother animal or aperson. Afe-
mal e mosquito needs blood from ani-
mals for protein to lay eggs,
Thompkins said, and they carry the
virusintheir salivary glands.

Afterthevirusisinaperson’sblood-
stream, it multiplies, Thompkinssaid,
andinrarecasesit caninfectthebrain.

M ost of symptomspeoplehavewill
bemildandwill lastjust afew days, he
said. They mightincludefevers, head-
aches, neck stiffness, and disorienta-
tion. If youthink you havethedisease,
get ablood sampl e taken by a doctor,
Thompkinssaid.

Most of the infected animals are
birds, he said, although horses, cats,
bats, dogs, chipmunks, skunks, squir-
rels and rabbits can also carry the vi-
rus.

Besides humans, the only animals
which getill fromthevirusare horses
and birds, Thompkins said. Most
horsesrecover, hesaid, butitisagood
ideato try to protect the animalsfrom
mosquitoes.

Birds are affected the most by the
virus. If you want to get adead bird
tested for thedisease, you cancall the
Kansas West Nile Virus Surveillance
Center at (866) 452-7810. If the bird
meets the center’s criteria, they will
pick it up.

RAPID CITY, S.D. (AP) —
Ranchers told Interior Secretary
GaleNortonthat black-tailed prai-
rie dogs have too danged much
protection from the federal gov-
ernment.

At a meeting in South Dakota
over the weekend, Norton heard
complaints from ranchers who
said prairie dogs devastate range-
land, threatentheir livelihoodsand
damagewildlife habitat.

Norton said science will deter-
minewhether prairiedogsaretobe
listed asathreatened species. She
said the Interior Department will
work closely with South Dakota
and other Western states devel op-
ing their own prairie-dog conser-
vation plans to avoid having the
animalslisted.

Prairie Dogs have dropped in
numbersdrastically fromthedays
when they lived in dens of mil-
lions.

Twoyearsago, theU.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service determined that

Secretary to decide
prairiedog protection

prairie dogs deserveto be listed as
threatened.

Edgemont rancher Mark
Hollenbeck, alobbyist for the South
DakotaStockgrowersA ssociation,
pointed to maps showing big prai-
rie-dog populations in countiesin
western South Dakota.

“What kind of policy doyouhave
that allows that to even be consid-
ered asan endangered species?’ he
asked.

Jay Davisof theSierraClub said
98 percent of the prairie dogs
presentwhenexplorersMeriwether
Lewis and William Clark traveled
across the country have gone the
way of the dodo.

“Part of why that’ shardtobelieve
isthat agood part of that 2 percent
happensto residein western South
Dakota,” headded. “Wehavetore-
spect therancherstrying to makea
livelihood.

“Wealso haveto hang onto the 2
percent of theprairiedog popul ation
that still exists.”

Farmers to talk about farm conditions
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vious five years and the number they
cameupwithwaswhat the Department
of Agriculturehasused whenfiguring
farm payments. That number iscalled
the crop base, he said.

Farmyields, Moteadded, havebeen
frozensince1985. Beforethat, hesaid,
farmerswouldaveragetheir cropbase
andyield each year.

Mote said farmers now have aone-
time opportunity to update their base

andyieldnumbersbeforethey arefro-
zenagainuntil 2007, whenthefarmbill
expires. Farmerscaneither changethe
numbers, hesaid, or keeptheoldones.

The new bill, Mote said, allows
farmerstoinclude sunflower and soy-
bean acreageintheir base. Thosecrops
weredligiblefor|loanprogramsbefore,
hesaid, but not for direct payments.

At the meetings, Mote said, he will
explain the rules farmers have to fol-
low when changing their base and
yield.

Whilethefigureswerefrozeninthe
1996farmbill, hesaid, thefederal pay-
mentswere gradually reduced.

Hesadtheideawasto lessen farm-
ers dependency onpaymentsand have
themmakemoremoney off themarket.

That approach didn’t work, Mote
said, and the department has instead
had to make emergency payments to
farmersto compensate for what their
not getting from the market.

The2002farmbill isareturntomore
of anincome-support program, hesaid.

Hays man charged in theft of paintings

HAY S (AP) — A Hays man was
charged Monday in the theft of 12
paintings by local artist John Cody. A
second Hays man was charged with
possession of the stolen paintings.

Mitchell M. Nestir, 29, is charged
with theft of items worth more than
$25,000, vehicleburglary and car theft.
Nestirissuspected of stealingacar that
had the paintings in the trunk. When
the car was recovered, the paintings
and other itemswerenot insideit.

Nestir is being held on $100,000
bondin EllisCounty Jail. Hisbond on
aTrego County charge of felony theft
has been revoked.

Enid C. Tagimacruz, 46, is charged
with knowingly possessing stolen
property after he allegedly hid the
paintingswhen Nestir brought themto
him. Tagimacruz is being held on
$100,000 bond for the art theft, and
alsoisbeingheldonawarrant for fail-
ure to appear in Ellis County District

Court onan aggravated assault charge.

The paintings, watercolor render-
ings of Saturniid moths had an esti-
mated value of $250,000. They hao
been loaned to Commerce Bank for &
July exhibition. Hays Arts Council
Director BrendaMeder had the paint-
ingsinthetrunk of her car whenitwas
stolenAug. 6.

The paintings were recovered after
Nestir and another man were arrested
Aug. 12in abeating.

Wecan connect
you tonignt...
not next week!

/" Infinite variety on the ‘Net

There’s a whole wide world waiting out there.
Whatever you're interested in, the Internet, with its
billions of postings and services, has it. Weather, time of
day, art, history, news, hobbies . . . If you can imagine it, someone
has put it on the Internet.
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Use it for business. Use it for school. Use
it for pleasure. Use it just to find out what'’s
out there. Pick a topic and search the entire
World Wide Web for it ... in just seconds.

E-mail for fun a

nd profit

E-mail is fast, affordable and inexpensive.
From your computer, you can send and
receive messages anywhere in the

world . . . for no charge . . . once you

have an Internet connection.

nwkansas.com
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