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commentary

from other pens...

West Nile is here;

no need for panic

TheHutchinson Newson West Nile:

Newslast week that the West Nilevirushad madeitsway to Kansas
set off alarm bellsaround the Sunflower state.

Whilethere'sno need for panic, people should take reasonable pre-
cautions. ...

The CDC reportsthat even in areas where the virus circul ates, few
mosquitoesbecomeinfected withit. Furthermore, evenif bitten by an
infected mosquito, lessthan 1 percent of people who becomeinfected
will turn severely ill, let dlonedie.

Neverthel ess, the thought that something as common asamosquito
bite could lead toillness or death hasrattled Kansas. ...

Given the disease’' srelentless progression acrossthe United States,
particularly includingitspresenceinneighboring Oklahoma, Missouri
and Nebraska, it’sno surprisethat the West Nilevirusarrived in Kan-
sas.

But public health noti cesindicatethat mosquitostransmit other seri-
ousillnesses, suchasthreeother encephalitisvirusespotentially aff ect-
ing humans, as well as Dengue Fever, Rift Valley Fever and Yellow
Fever.

It madesensebeforel ast week’ sWest Nilevirusheadlinesfor people
to wear mosquito repellent and take other precautions.

It makes even more sense now.

Great Bend Tribuneon cell phonetax:

You lose control of your car and go off theroad.

It'snight.

You'reinanareayou aren’t too familiar with.

Luckily youhaveacell phonewithyouandyouarenottooinjuredto
findit and useit.

The only problem is, you can’t tell the emergency dispatcher you
contact whereyou are.

If you are lucky you have this accident in a part of the state where
thereistriangulation equipment, soexpertscanusethesignal fromyour
cell phoneto determineyour location.

If that is not possible then you better hope you can figure out land-
markstotell tothedispatcher or youwill wait until someonefindsyou.

And that can betoo late.

That hasalready happenedin Kansasand thetragedy isthat withthe
right equipment it need never happen again.

Now emergency officialsarelooking to the state legislature to sup-
port cellular phonetaxesthat will helpfundthe purchaseof such equip-
ment.

What we are seeing in Kansasisashift in how we communicate.

More and more peoplearerelying on cell phones, even at home.

That meansthey are not contributing to theland line phone tax that
supports emergency communications.

We need the emergency communications.

Someoneisgoing to haveto pay for it.

Maybethosewho useit, evenif they useit from acell phone, ought
tobekickingin.

Just athought for our legislators.

Letter Policy

The Goodland Daily News encourages and welcomes |etters from read-
ers. Letters should be typewritten, and must include a telephone number
and asignature. Unsigned letterswill not be published. Form letterswill be
rejected, as will letters deemed to be of no public interest or considered
offensive. We reserve the right to edit |etters for length and good taste. We
encourage letters, with phone numbers, by e-mail to:
<daily @nwkansas.com>.

The Goodland Daily News

(USPS No. 222-460. ISSN 0893-0562)
Member: Kansas Press Association
The Associated Press
Inland Press Association Colorado Press Association
National Newspaper Association

e-mail: daily@nwkansas.com

B

2002

ASSOCIATL
MIEMBER

COLORADO

PRESS

ASSOCIATION

Steve Haynes, President

Tom Betz, Editor/Editorial Page

Rachel Miscall, Managing Editor

Pat Schiefen, Copy Editor
Doug Stephens, Sports Editor
Sharon Corcoran, Society Editor
Eric Yonkey, Bill Wagoner, Advertising Sales

Skilar Boland, Adv. Production Sheila Smith, Office Manager

h “-"'
G
e g

SS ASSoCIATION:

Nor’west Press
Jim Bowker, General Manager
Richard Westfahl Ron VanLoenen Judy McKnight
Betty Morris Mary Jo Tapparo Lana Westfahl

[
. nwkansas.com

N.T. Betz, Director of Internet Services (nbetz@nwkansas.com)
Evan Barnum, Systems Admin.(support@nwkansas.com)

Publisheddaily except Saturday and Sunday andtheday observedfor New Year's
Day, Memorial Day, Fourthof July, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day and Christmas
Day, at 1205 Main St., Goodland, Kan. 67735.

Periodicals postage paid at Goodland, Kan. 67735; entered at the Goodland,
Kan., Post Office under theAct of Congressof March 8, 1878.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Goodland Daily News, 1205
Main St., Goodland, Kan. 67735.

TELEPHONE: (785) 899-2338. Editorial e-mail: daily@nwkansas.com. Ad-
vertising questions can be sent to: gdnadv@nwkansas.com

The Goodland Daily News assumes no liability for mistakesor omissionsin
advertising or failureto publish beyond the actual cost of the ad.

SUBSCRIPTIONS: In Sherman County and adjacent counties: three months,
$25; six months, $42; 12 months, $79. Out of area, weekly mailing of fiveissues:
three months, $30; six months, $45; 12 months, $80. By mail daily in Kansas,
Colorado: 12 months, $115. (All tax included.)

Incorporatmg SHERMAN, COUNTY
The Sherman S T* R
County Herald Founded by Eric and
Founded by Thomas McCants Roxie Yonkey
1935-1989 1994-2001
Nor’West Newspapers

Haynes Publishing Company

ANTHRAX

SLCURITY FILTER

QUE VR
RoTEC
241 TT LON

—~——

W

T .mn'ﬁ’
) 45’,'555& //' j\ _l;%

/ / '/?/ I

CAGAREITE ——
SMOKE
PETECIOR

S
-
b

"OZONE TINTED
SHWELD 1O
BLOCK SUNS
CANCEROUS RAYS

Jl.“\

e
, ll’/[ i J/ / ‘f’ /’ m.,,.S((
-f.fimmlk\l\lf SN 'Izil\\‘:

,//I/ "Qa ,’/ ‘r, Wid g
I

/ .«/l

il
|

c
AlR
SCANNG o SuTION

ANAIYZER

FAST FOOD
FAT CONTENT
_- EVALUATOR

DIRCCT LINE

- TO LANVYER

EMERGENCY
BUTTONG

WMMAﬂ
/P

X

HOT COFFEE
SPILL. PROTECTION
/ PLATE

7.

—_—

—

THE NEW "Amgexc:AN cougcnow" TRoM CALVIN DECLINE
When facts colllde with the activist’s cause

TheNorthern CaliforniaCancer Center sitsina
nondescript industrial park in Union City, afew
minutes off the 880 freeway. The scientistswork
quietly in separate small offices crammed with
three-ring bindersand stacksof paper. They spend
their dayslooking for clues, for connections, for
evenonetiny pieceof thepicturethat advancesthe
confounding jigsaw puzzle of cancer.

So when the results of the long-awaited study
of breast cancer on Long Island, N.Y., hit news-
stands last week, the NCCC epidemiologists —
likecancer epidemiol ogistseverywhere— exam-
ined the data like detectives at acrime scene.

Onething became clear to them right away:

Thecontroversia resultswouldfurther strainthe
delicate relationship between the hard-working
activistswhoraisemoney for cancer researchand
the scientistswho carry it out.

TheLong Island study found no solid environ-
mental link to breast cancer. The seven-year, $8
million project concluded that awomanisn’t any
morelikely toget breast cancer if shehashighlev-
elsof four toxic chemicalsinher blood thanif she
haslow levels.

Thisisnot theconclusionthat theL ong Island ac-
tivists, or other environmentalists, expected when
they pushed Congressto mandatetheel aboratestudy.
Itisso contradictory to their long-held assumptions
that they are unwilling to accept thefindings.

They remain convinced, asdo many reasonable
women across the country, that the high rates of
breast cancer in their communities are the result

| raninto Gus at the Gas ‘n’ Go filling up his
pickup. (Bumper sticker: “For asmall town, there
sureare alot of jerks.” Actually, the word was a
lot stronger thanjerks.) Theentiretimehepumped
he complained about the price of gas, how it'sall
thegovernment’sfault and that they’ rein cahoots
with the oil companies.

Wewentinto pay and all thewhilehekept com-
plaining about how he' sgetting ripped off and how
dothey expect thelittle man to get ahead with the
priceof gasbeingwhat itis. Ashe’scomplaining,
hepicksup a$l strip of buffalojerky, a$1.50 cup
of coffee, a99-cent snack cake, a$5 pack of ciga-
rettes, a$2 bottle of fancy water and $5 worth of
|ottery tickets. And he’'s complaining about the
priceof gas?

At$2aquart, thebottledwater i sfour timesmore
expensive than gasoline. To make gasoline they
had to find oil, pumpit out of the ground, putitin
atanker and then refineit. Thewater came out of
thetap. Which one should befour timesmore ex-

of toxins. They have vowed to keep pushing sci-
entiststo find away to proveit. They believeonly
thenwill thegovernment cleanup theenvironment
and save women from thisawful disease.

TinaClark, an NCCC epidemiologist studying
breast cancer, understands and admires the activ-
ists' drivetofindacause. Shetal ksabout theamaz-
ing women she has met from breast-cancer orga-
nizationswho havesaved somany livesand pushed
forward so much valuableresearch.

But Clark can’tignorethehardfactsof theLong
Island study, which affirms resultsfrom previous
studies. So shegetsfrustrated when breast-cancer
organizationsuse up limited research dollarsvig-
orously pushinganenvironmental hypothesisthat
hasyettoyield productiveresults. Inthemeantime,
other promising theories go untested.

“Environmental healthisreally important,” says
Clark, taking abreak from crunching the stats on
her computer. “But it doesn’t seem to have much
to do with breast cancer. It might cause any num-
ber of other diseases, but so far we haven’t seen
much of alink to breast cancer. Withthebest set of
toolsat our disposal (intheL ong lsland study), we
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pensivethan the other?

I’ vefigured out that it’s not the price of things
that makepeoplecrazy, it'sthechangeintheprice
of thingsthat bothersus. Aslong asjerky isadol-
lar, nobody will say anything. If it were$1.40 one
week and 85 centsthe next, people would be out-
raged.

When| livedinthecity, every timethey raised
the price of the subway anickel people screamed
and howled asif they’ d been stun-gunned by a
roguecop. Whilethey wereranting about the cost
of publictransportation, they’ d bebusy writing out
a$2,500 rent check for astudio apartment half the
sizeof an RV, asif that wasthe most sensibleway

didn’t show an association.”

Clark hasbeenlooking closely at Marin County,
which, likeLonglsland, hasanaarmingly highrate
of breast cancer. Despitepressurefromsomebreast-
cancer organizations, sheisn’t looking at the envi-
ronment of Marinbut rather thelifestyleand genet-
icsof itsmostly white and affluent residents.

Doeshormone-replacement therapy play arole?
Birth control pills? Delayed child-bearing? Alco-
hol consumption?What i sthe cumulative effect of
thiscombination of factors?

“My hope (after the Long Island study),” Clark
saysof her relationshipwith Bay Areaactivists, “is
that we can all still stay together and keep our eye
on the ball — whichisto reducethe burden of this
cancer in our communities.”

M edical research needsboth activistsand scien-
tists. Activistsget scientiststo consider unusual but
promising possihilities. They get politiciansto pour
money into organi zationssuchasNCCC sotheTine
Clarksof theworld can do their important work.

| wasoneof thosewho assumed thekey to breast
cancer would be found in our water or soil or air. |
still believethetoxinsinour environment harmour
health. But it’stimeto separate environmentalism
from breast cancer. They are different crusades.
Theories and anecdotes and circumstantial evi-
dencehavetheir place. Butintheend, withso many
livesat stake, sciencemust triumph over suspicion.

Joan Ryanisa columnist for the San Francisco
Chronicle. Send comments to her e-mail at
joanryan@sfchronicle.com.

Gas n Go away

to spend money inthewholeworld.

| thought | wasgetting abargainwhen | only hao
to pay $250 amonth for aparking space. “Whodid
| know to get such adeal?” my friendswould ask.
It was a front-page story when movie ticketsin
Manhattan inched up from $9.50 to $10 at some
movie theaters. It was only a 50-cent jump but it
crossed someimaginary mental price barrier.

| remember reading aboutitinaStarbuckswhile
| drank acup of custom Konablend thinking, “ Ten
dollarsforamovie?!’ll pay tendollarsforamovie
theday | pay three dollarsfor acup of coffee.” Oh
yeah, | just did pay $3for acupof coffee. Obviousdly,
| won't be missing many movies. At $3 acup, cof-
feeisrunningme$48agallon. It’ dbemuch cheaper
todrink gasoline. Andthen!’ dhaveplenty of money
left over for lottery ticketsand cigarettes.

Jim Mullenisthe author of “ It Takes A Village
Idiot: AMemoair of Life After the City” (Smonanc
Schuster, 2001). You can contact him at
Jim_Mullen@entertai nmentweekly.com

The Children left behind

A recent national poll by the Public Education
Network and the newspaper Education Week re-
veadled that, next to jobs and the economy, educa-
tion isthe most pressing priority for Americans.
And, indeed, thereisaprofusion of booksand ar-
ticleson the need for educational reforms.

But how many Americans know — or care —
that, as Michael Rebell pointed out in Education
Week (April 24), “Over 70 percent of African-
AmericanandL atino publicschool studentsinthe
United Statescurrently attend predominantly mi-
nority schools.” So much for the glowing prom-
iseof the Supreme Court’sunanimous 1954 deci-
sion, Brownv. Board of Education, declaring seg-
regated publicschool sinherently unconstitutional.

Rebell focused on the crucial reason so many
children are left behind: “ The inner-city schools
attended by most of theseminority studentsreceive
substantially less funding and have fewer quali-
fied teachers, larger classes, and vastly inferior
facilities than schools attended by more affluent
white studentsin the surrounding suburbs.”

Often overlooked by school “reformers” isthat
fact that therearemany poor whiteand American
Indian children in this nation who are subject to
the same bleak futures as black and Hispanic
youngstersininferior schools.

Inthe19th century, HoraceM annwasthecham-
pion of thecommon school — publicly supported,
nonsectarian and committed to teaching young-
sters how to become active citizens in a democ-
racy. Elected to the Hall of Fame in 1900, he
achieved agreat deal in Massachusettsandinthe
rest of the country.
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But that dream hasfaded. Thepoll by the Public
Education Network and Education Week shows
that many Americansrecognizethat crucially un-
equal financing of public education is at the core
of theneedfor reform. A magjority of thosesurveyed
— 53 percent — want elected officiasto protect
schoolsfrom budget cuts.

AsEducationWeek notes, thisstrong concernis
manifested “ at atimewhen most states are reduc-
ing spending because of declining revenues.”
Nonetheless, the magjority of those polled wants
“early-childhood education, class-size reduction
programs, teacher training andteachers’ salariesto
be shielded from cuts.”

In my view, one way to persuade more taxpay-
ersto protect and increase school budgetsistoin-
stitute aclear, enforceabl e system of accountabil-
ity for teachers and principals. And that means,
despite teachers' union opposition, pay based on
the actual achievement of students.

AsRebell emphasized, anumber of statesupreme
courts are also recognizing that equal-education
opportunity requires equitable financing of public
schools, “particularly inthosecitiesandrural areas
wheregenerationsof childrenarebeingleftbehind.”

SoundinglikeMann, inRosev. Council for Bet-
ter Education, the Kentucky Supreme Court has

reminded that state’ s taxpayersthat the del egation
tothe 1891 stateconstitutional conventionintended
to ensure that “the boys of the humble mountain
home stand equally high with thosefrom the man-
sions of the city. There are no distinctions in the
common schools, but all stand upon onelevel.”

But in this century, they still do not stand on one
level — girls, as well as boys. And that’s why, in
Claremont School Digtrictv. Stateof New Hampshire,
theNew Hampshire SupremeCourt declared: “ Giver
thecomplexitiesof our society today, thestate'scon-
stitutional duty extends beyond mere reading, writ-
ingandarithmetic. It alsoincludesbroad educational
opportunities needed in today’s society to prepare
citizensfor their roles as participants and potential
competitorsin today’s marketplace of ideas.”

Nonethel ess, on June 26 of thisyear, apanel of
the Appellate Division of New York State's Su-
preme Court ruled — as The New York Timesre-
ported — that in terms of spending on public
schoals, thestateisobligedto providenomorethan
amiddle-school level education, andto preparestu-
dentsfor nothing morethanthelowest-level jobs.”

New York City SchoolsChancellor Howard L evy
said, “ The constitutional standard cannot be that
children areentitled to bemenial laborers.”

Or asOliver Twist said, “Please sir, may | have
some more?”’

In every state, the common school cannot offer
the opportunity for ameaningful future if every
child doesnot haveachanceto“ stand equally high
with those from the mansions of the city.”

Nat Hentoff is a nationally renowned authority
on the First Amendment and the Bill of Rights.



