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Saints and sinners: What today’s world needs. ...

What thisworld needs...

It's something we don’t talk much about at
thislow point in the world's history when the
operativewordsin our vocabul ariesarewords
like cruelty, hatred and suspicion.

Yet without aspirit of reconciliation, bothin
our personal livesandin our national life, civi-
lization isdoomed.

At the end of World War 11, Willard Sperry,
thedean of Harvard Divinity School, preached
asermononreconciliationinwhichhetoldthis
story:

“During the war, the little native villages
along the coasts of New Guineawereraked by
Japanese bombs and reduced to ashes.

“Ayear or so after thewar, acompany of ha-
tive Christiansinthevillage of Gonamet with
the priest who had been a prisoner of the Japa-

nesefor threeyears.

“They had raised asum of money to rebuild
their school. At apoint during themeeting, one
of thechurchwardensgot up and said, ‘I think
God would be happy if we sent half of our of -
ferings to the Japanese and used half for our
school. We shall then be helping these people
who spoiled our country to be better people so
that they will behel ping ones, not spoilingones.
Thatiswhat | think God wantsusto do because
wearehischildren.’

“Towhich the assembly replied, ‘ These are
good words and weshall doso.””

Can you imagine this happening anywhere
today?

What thisworld needs...

Albert Schweitzer laid aside distinguished
careersinmusi candtheol ogy tostudy medicine
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and become a doctor to the nativesin darkest
Africa
His reverence for life, his hatred of cruelty
and his almost childlike tenderness endowed
him with agoodnessthat isin steadily shorter
supply inour world:
“When some poor moaning creature is
brought to me with an inflamed appendix or
strangulated hernia, | lay my hand on hisfore-

headandsay, ' Don’tbeafraid. Inanhour’stime
you will be put to sleep and when you awake
youwon't feel any morepain.’

“When the operationisfinished, | watch for
the sick man’sawakening. Scarcely hashere-
covered consciousness when he stares about
himandexclaimsagainandagain, ‘I’ venomore
pain.’ Hishandfeelsfor mineandwill not let it
go.
“TheAfrican sunisshining through the cof-
fee bushesinto the dark shed aswe black and
white sit side by side in the room and fell that
weexperiencethe meaning of thewords, ‘ And
al yearebrethren.””

What thisworld needs...

If weareto preservethe beauty of the Earth
(ifindeedwearetopreservetheEarth), wemust
becomebetter stewardsof thisworld’sbounty.

In hisbook “Time Wars’ (Simon & Schuster,
1988), Jeremy Rifkinrecommendsthat wel ook
at thelroquois|ndians.

“American culture,” he says, “has always
been fixed on the present and the near-future.
Thelroguoisisquitedifferent.

“ Asan Iroquois explains the process, ‘We
makesureevery decisionrelatestothewelfare
and well-being of the seventh generation tc
come, and that isthe basis by which we make
decisionsin council. We consider: Will thisbe
to the benefit of the seventh generation?”

Howwill the" generationtocome” gradeour
stewardship of the environment — global
warming, wastedumps, acidrain, carelessdis-
regard of our limited natural resources?

What thisworld needs...

Grand juries unlikely to indict bishops who supervised abusive priests

By Rachel Zoll
AP Religion Writer

Asprosecutorsturntograndjuriesto
investigate sex abuseby Roman Catho-
lic clergy, church observers are won-
dering whether the ultimate target of
criminal chargeswill be a cardinal or
bishop who mishandled molester
priests.

Several legal experts say that suc-
cessfully prosecuting a church leader
for protecting abusers would be afor-
midable task, since attorneys would
need to prove that a bishop meant to
help offenders commit crimes. The
details revealed since the abuse crisis
erupted in January do not support that
theory, they say.

Yet the possibility remains that a
prosecutor whofoundacasewithinthe
statute of limitations would bring
charges in the current atmosphere of
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public outrage over the scandals.

“They’re elected officials and
they’ re responsive to the electorate,”
said Robert M. Bloom, a professor at
Boston College Law School.

“Onecould arguethey’ veconvened
agrand jury for political reasons. One
could also argue they are looking to
makesurethat thereareno other priest
predatorsout there.”

Asthemolestation crisisintensified
this year, prosecutors began speaking
publicly of their anger over church
leaders' failure to report many abuse
claimstocivil authorities. Grandjuries
have been convened in nine states to
investigate priestsand dioceses.

In Cincinnati, Prosecutor Michael
Allen subpoenaed Archbishop Daniel
E. Pilarczyk inApril, but excused him
after thearchbishop’slawyersprovided
prosecutorswith undisclosed evidence

they had demanded. Thearchdiocese's
chief record-keeper, Chancellor Rev.
Christopher Armstrong, did testify.

Amongthemost aggressiveprosecu-
tors has been Massachusetts Attorney
General Thomas F. Reilly, who con-
vened agrandjury after Boston Cardi-
nal Bernard L aw acknowledged allow-
ing apedophilepriesttostay inchurch
work.

Law'sadmissionputevery U.S.dio-
ceseunder scrutiny. Atleast 300 priests
have been taken off duty over allega-
tions of sexual abuse, but most of the
claimsareyearsoldandoutsidethestat-
uteof limitations.

Reilly has been investigating
whether Boston church officialscom-
mitted any crimes by transferring mo-
lester clergy from parish to parish. He
hasrecently indicated criminal charges
areunlikely, but he could seek acourt

order, under thestate'scivil rightslaw,
to force changes in how the Boston
Archdiocese handles abuse claims.

“In criminal prosecution, you need
intent,” said Cary Edwards, aformer
New Jersey attorney general. “The
church seemed to haveitshead in the
sand. It was a bad moral act. But the
ingtitutionwasindenial that thiswasa
crimina act.”

G. Robert Blakey, aprofessor at the
University of NotreDameL aw School,
said if hewere a prosecutor, hewould
alsosearchforameanstoholdthebish-
opscriminally accountable. But hesaid
there's no apparent way it could be
done.

Onthechargeof aiding and abetting
acrime, the prosecutor would haveto
provethat thebishopintendedtotrans-
fer theoffender tohel phimmolest chil-
dren. Although many prelates were
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guilty of bad judgment and arrogance,
Blakey said, it appears they shuttled
errant clergy among parishesto stop—
not facilitate— the priests’ wrongdo-
ing, even though that strategy failed.

A criminal negligence charge also
would be difficult to prove, since
churchleaderstriedto stoptheoffender
by sending him to treatment, Blakey
said.

Andforaconspiracy charge, thepros-

ecutor would have to prove that the
bishopandthepriest agreedthat thecler-
gyman couldmolest children— another
unlikely scenario, said Blakey, who
wrotethefederal anti-racketerringlaw.

“Theharmtheseadministratorshave
done by moving these peopleisincal-
culable,” Blakey said. “But if you
wanted to indict abishop, you' d have
to have atheory about how the bishop
helped the priest.”
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Serving the rural community for over 100 years
Rt. 1, Box 180 » 694-2807 « 3190 Road 70
Pastor: Charlie Busch
694-2242
Sunday:. \Worship Service: 9 am
Sunday School: 10 am

h 208 W. 2nd
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