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commentary

from other pens...

Workers spruce up
the White House

By Jennifer Loven

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — TheWhite Houseisamess.

With President Bush away for amonth, anoisy horde of sweaty con-
struction workers and heavy machinery has descended to give the ex-
ecutive mansion afacelift — about 270 projects ranging from replac-
ing the odd door knob to ripping up and repaving an entire driveway.

Theresultisafar cry fromtheship-shapehomethat only afew weeks
before staged one of the most formal and pomp-laden of presidential
events— ablack-tie state dinner.

Theflurry of activity isin part an effort to spruce up the West Wing
ahead of eventsthisfall celebrating its construction 100 years ago to
house Teddy Roosevelt’s growing staff in the “ Temporary Executive
Offices.” Among those projects are re-sanding the wood floorsin the
Oval Office, new upholstery for couchesin the main lobby and refin-
ishing some exterior doors.

But daily lifeal so placesextraordinary wear and tear onthenation’s
most famoushouseasit is pressed into nearly constant quadruple duty
as aresidence, office building, entertaining venue and tourist attrac-
tion. With Bush hardly ever gonefor morethan aday or two, theto-do
list of needed repairs pilesup.

“TheWhite Houseisahistorical home— it'sthe people’shome —
andit requiresatremendousamount of upkeep tokeepitintiptop con-
dition,” said White House spokeswoman Anne Womack.

On arecent day, aides allowed to give West Wing toursto friends and
family had littleto show off withthe president’soffice entirely bare of its
peaches-and-creme-hued contents.All that could beseenwasal oneworker
sliding abuffing machineacrosstheblond-and-dark wood parquet floors.

“Please pardon our appearance,” saidasigninthehallway, “whilewe
preparefor thecommemoration of theWest Wing's100thAnniversary.”

Outside, hugetrucksfilled thedriveway leading totheWest Wing, lift-
ing material stoworkersputting anew roof and drainage system over the
areathat housesthe White House press corps, the briefing room and the
Colonnade Bush traverses each day from hishometo the Oval Office.

Partsof themain residence and the West Wing are dotted with scaffol d-
ing asaproject to repair and paint various crumbling patches continues.

Next door, theracket wasdeafening asmachinery ripped upthedrive
that runsbetween theWest Wing and the Ei senhower Executive Office
Building— mostly used asacoveted parking spacefor thehighest-level
aides— and cement trucksrattled through to replaceit.

Amid all the clamor, workers could be seen trying to escape the sti-
fling heat inthe shade of theNorth Lawn— normally suchano-nothat
afence was built years ago to discourage reporters from lounging on
thegrasseveninan areainvisiblefrom the street.

Other projectsincludereplacingthe$30,000jogging track ontheSouth
Lawn that was custom-built in 1993 for former President Clinton, like
hissuccessor anavid runner. Bush, who normally takesto atreadmill or
theArmy’snearby Fort McNair for hisfour-times-a-week runs, isusing
the nearly quarter-mile-long track more often now that E Street, which
runs on the south side of the grounds, has been closed, Womack said.

West Executive Drive, meanwhile, has not been repaved since the
1950s, she said.

Thenewly polished West Wingwill beondisplay inNovember, when
aspecial tour will begiven during events planned by the White House
Historical Associationto commemoratethe centennial, Womack said.

Asforthose Oval Officefloors, they werejust redoneduring Bush's
vacationlastAugust. Eventhougharug mostly fill stheroom, oneWhite
House regular recalled the president noticed with hisfirst step inside
last year that the job wasn't up to snuff — the wood had been incor-
rectly stained against thegrain.

Theredo he promptly ordered, along with the rest of the makeover,
will beready for Bush'sinspectionwhenhereturnsfromhisTexasranch
around Labor Day.
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move ahead with minor hitches

Wedding plans

Plansfor oldest daughter’ sweddingaremoving
right along.

And so arethe usual problems.

Feliciaand Nik aregetting married in Augusta,
Ga.,onAug. 29. That'saprobleminitself.

We live hundreds of miles from Augusta, and
whileit'shotin Kansas, | can’'timaginewhat it's
goingto belikein nice, humidAugustathelast of
August.

However, since Steveand | got marriedinKan-
sas the last day of July, we'll probably all live
throughit.

WeflewtoAugustaafew monthsago and hel ped
lay out the basic wedding plans— place, flowers,
clothes, music, pictures and transportation were
all discussed.

Feliciaset upawedding accountandweand her
futurein-lawspaidintoit. Shewill dothework.

Theweddingwill besmall, justimmediatefam-
ily andthejudge. MusicfromaCD player and pic-
tures by the dads, all setinagrand old hotel with
dinner served afterwards.

Sinceweweregoingto China, thekidsasked us

Can't we use our |
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® Open season

v
toget their wedding clothesmadefor theminHong
Kong. Feliciagavemeas mplesheath dresstocopy
and we got Nik’s measurements.

InHong K ong, thetail or took theshort dressand
made along copy out of whitesilk. Hetook Nik’s
measurements and made up suit, vest and shirt.

Our measurements were apparently alittle off.

Thevest wastoo tight and the pantstoo big, sothe
suitisat atailor’'sin Augustabeing refitted.

Thedress however, was perfect. Feliciahung it
in her closet and forgot about it until last week,

when the new cat sprayedit.

The cat had just been declawed and was very
upset, shesaid. Itwenttohideinher closetandwhen

shewent to get the cat, it just went off all over her

long dresses—including onelong, whitesilk gown.

Tothe Editor:

Whereis our freedom going? Do we have any
right to use our own judgment?

| thoroughly agreethatinour situationright now,
wedo definitely needto conservewater wherever

from our
readers

a5
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we can.

® to the editor
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| dsobelievethat everyoneshould havethefree-
domto do whatever heor shecan, inthe best way
possible. Foryears, | drugthehosesaroundtowater
my yard and | would soak it good once and make
that last for aweek.

Everyone might not agree, but | thought that
twiceaweek would conservemorethanthreetimes
aweek. The new ruling on odd and even daysre-
aly shootsthat plan in the head.

Anyway, | had my lawnmowed thelasttimeon
Aug. 6, and | watered that evening. | wasn't sure
when the next mowing day would be, so on the
night of the 13th my yard wasgetting sodry that |
was worrying about it in the night and couldn’t
sleep. So, | got up and turned on my sprinklersat
3:30inthemorning. Beforel couldget back to bed,
acar stoppedinthestreet, | |looked out thewindow
tryingtofigureout whoit might be. I finally went
tothefront door in timeto seeapoliceman going
back to hiscar leaving aticket onmy front door. It
wasawarning. So, | shut my water off becauseit
wasthe 13th.

Then | set my sprinkler for 4 am. on the 14th.
Thismorning (Wednesday, Aug. 14) | had another
ticket onmy door telling metoplead guilty or come
to court on the 26th at 8 a.m. Coststo beremitted
will be $136.

1really don't believethat thisisright. | thought
the main thing to be accomplished was to save
water.

Esther M. Studer

Goodland

Editor’'snote: The city ordinance set the water
restrictionsbased on odd and even addresseswith
theodd addresseswateringon Monday and Thurs-
day and the even addresses watering on Tuesday
and Friday. The times for watering are from 6-9
am.or 7-10p.m. Thereisnowatering allowed on
Wednesday or Saturday and Sunday.

Tothe Editor:

| havereceived thefollowing e-mail reply from
the Kansas Department of Agriculture regarding
water usagein Sherman County:

“According to the Kansas Department of
Agriculture’s Division of Water resources, about
98 percent of the groundwater used in Sherman
County isfor irrigation. Out of atotal of about
145,284 acre feet used per year, Goodland uses
1,839 acre feet (1.3 percent) and Kanorado uses
86.4 acrefeet (.06 percent).

You canlearn more about water usagefrom our
websiteat http://www.accesskansas.org/kda/dwr/
wa/wu/index.html.”

Carole Jordan

Kansas Department of Agriculture”

I recommend that anyone concerned with the
current water policy of the City of Goodland and

water conservation in general study theinforma-
tionavailableat thissiteand al soat www.kwo.org,
especially the OgallalaAquifer Management Ad-
visory Committee Report of October 16,2001.

JM. Butler

Goodland

Tothe Editor:

| want toexpresstothe peopleof Goodland how
fortunate you are to have the exceptional dental
careof Dr. Terry Imel, Paula Crabtree, registered
dental hygienist, and thestaff of Goodland Dental
Arts.

I’ vebeenaworking hygienistfor 27 yearsinthe
small town of Estes Park, Colo. | recently had the
privilege to observe the teamwork of the entire
staff. Their professionalism is beyond compare,
and the new Dental Arts complex istechnologi-
cally astounding. Evenlivinginasmall town, you
can beassured you arereceiving themaost modem
careavailable.

| amimpressed by themutual respect shown by
Dr. Imel and Crabtree. This benefits the staff and
patients of Goodland and the surrounding areas.
Thank you! You areacredit and agreat example
to thedental profession.

Celeste ReevesRDH

Estes Park, Colo.

Tothe Editor:

This column was written by Frank Finnegan,
who used to be in Goodland and was married to
theformer Judy K ear of Goodland. | thoughtitwas
interesting and worth being seen by awider audi-
ence.

Al Ryan

Goodland

Going Postal
There are times— and thisis one of them —

Feliciacleanedthestainout withvinegar andtook

it to the cleaners. The hem still smellsalittle vin-
egary, she says, but not of cat. And if someoneis
sniffing her hem, she has more problemsthan just
ascared cat.

She told me yesterday she's going to make her

own bouquet. After finding out that the florist
charges $150 for a bride’s bouquet, she’s feeling
very creative.

Wehaveour planereservations, but withtheway

airlinesseemtobegoingbelly up, wemay beusing
our thumbsto get to thewedding. | don’t think my
mother would likethat, however. Shewouldn’t al-
low meto hitchhikewhen | wasyoung, and | doubt
if she'll feel very kindly about doingit herself at 79.

Feliciahasofferedto givemeher cat. She points

out that he'sdeclawed.

Hey, | just gave my cat problem to my son; I'm

notinthemarket for another one. Maybeher brother
will takethewayward feline.

I'll suggestit. After all, thekidsarea waysfight-

ing about something. They might as well have &
good excuse.

udgment in watering lawns?

withthethreat of anthrax inany envelope. InWash-
ingtonD.C., theHouseand Senatedebated closing
up shop and leaving town as federal office build-
ings closed to be inspected for contamination. Of
course, the mail was till delivered each day. Let-
ters, cards, birthday gifts, magazines, all of it wa:
delivered day in and day out by your local lettel
carrier.

After NBCannounced Tom Brokaw had receivec
anthrax-tainted mail, the offices of all the nationa
news mediastarted screening their mail and insti-
tutingadditional security measures. Butlocal posta
workers continued to deliver our letters, cards
birthday gifts, and magazines.

Two weeks ago, ayoung misguided individua
(read lunatic) started putting pipe bombsin rura
mailboxes rigged to explode when opening. Sc
what happened?Rural postal workerscontinuedtc
deliver themail.

Saturday, letter carriers around the country col-
lected food for those in need. Battling a negative
image, pipebombs, and anthrax, their commitmen
to feeding the hungry didn’t waiver. The Nationa
Association of Letter Carriers' food drive has be
comethelargest single-day food driveinthecoun-
try. In our area, they collected 240,000 pounds
They didn’'t haveto do it and they didn’t get paic
forit. For thepast 10 years, they’ vevolunteered tc
pick up the canned goods on our front steps anc
they’ velugged them back to the post office.

Other than giving me a sore back from helping
out on Saturday, what does going postal mean? I
means keeping your wits about you, even wher
othersarescreaming thesky isfalling. It'sfollow-
ing through on your commitments, being a tearr
player, and pulling your ownweight. Andit mean:s
puttinginto actionyour concernfor otherslessfor-
tunate.

Weshouldthank our local | etter carriersfor ajot
well done, not just for last Saturday, but for thelas!
year. They deserveit. And we should consider go-
ing postal ourselves.

Frank Finnegan

Executive Director

St. LouisAreaFoodbank

when | feel likean old man.

| turn 50 later thisyear and while | may not act
my age, | certainly feel it. It sMonday morning as
| writethis, and every boneinthisbody achesfrom
theweekend. My arms, legsand lower back have
that familiar sore sensation - and believeit or nor,
it'sall thefault of theUnited StatesPostal Service.

Of course, that’ snot new, weblamepostal work-
ersall thetimefor all sortsof things. One or two
bad applescoupled with alittle publicity and sud-
denly hundredsof thousandsof peoplearetainted
withanegativeimage. We' veeven coined acatch
phrasefor ‘it ... going postal. But since Sept. 11,
we have developed anew perspective on anum-
ber of things. We think differently about. our se-
curity, our airplanes, our policeman, and our
firefighters. And now it'stimeto consider redefin-
ing that catch phrase.

Last year, going postal meant delivering mail

Letter Policy

The Goodland Daily News encourages and
welcomes letters from readers. Letters should
be typewritten, and must include a telephone
number and a signature. Unsigned |etters will
not be published. Form letters will be rejected,
aswill letters deemed to be of no public interest
or considered offensive. We reserve the right to
edit lettersfor length and good taste. We encour-
age letters, with phone numbers, by e-mail to:
<daily@nwkansas.com>.




