for three hours each day. No watering on Wednesdays and weekends.

Even addresses can water lawns today.

Odd addresses can water Monday, Thursday, even Tuesday, Friday,

00

Volume 70, Number 166

Ten Pages

dland Daily News

FRIDAY

August 23
2002

Goodland, Kansas 67735

5(0¢

at noon

Today
* Sunset, 7:23 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 6:08 a.m.
* Sunset, 7:31 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil Temperature 81 degrees
+ Humidity 34 percent
« Sky sunny
+ Winds light and variable
+ Barometer 30.15 inches

and falling

* Record High 101° (1943)
* Record Low 38° (1964)

Last 24 Hours*

High 93°
Low 61°
Precipitation .02

Northwest Kansas Forecast

Tonight: 60 percent chance of
thunderstorms, low near 60, winds
southeast 15 m.p.h. Tomorrow:
cloudy with 50 percent chance of
thunderstorms, high upper 70s, low
upper 50s, winds east 10-20 m.p.h.

Extended Forecast
Sunday: mostly sunny, high upper
80s. Monday: partly cloudy with slight
chance of thunderstorms, high up-
per 80s.

(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon

Wheat — $3.65 bushel
Posted county price — $3.48
Loan deficiency payment — 0¢
Corn — $2.54 bushel
Posted county price — $2.42
Loan deficiency payment — 0¢
Milo — $2.29 bushel
Soybeans — $5.11 bushel
Posted county price — $5.02
Loan deficiency payment — 0¢
Millet — $15.00 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Qil current crop — $11.70 cwt.
Oil new crop — $11.10 cwt.
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Confection current — inquire
Pinto beans — $25
(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Sigco
Sun, Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

Ire

Late news
from the
Associated

afternoon

K
1p.m.

Terrorism law
misinterpreted

WASHINGTON — A special
court with power over sensitive
law enforcement surveillancemis-
interpreted a broad anti-terror-
ismlawwhenitorderedtheJustice
Department to alter new guide-
lines for FBI terrorism searches,
theagency said in an appeal .

The U.S. Foreign Intelligence
SurveillanceCourtruledinaMay
17 decision that the USA Patriot
Act did not justify the use of cer-
taininvestigativetechniques.

Intheappeal, Attorney General
JohnAshcroft saidthecourt failed
to acknowledge that the new law
atered the standard lawyers must
meet when seeking to monitor a
person.

Woman dies 1n collision with semi

By Doug Stephens
The Goodland Daily News

A 35-year-old Kanoradowomanwas
killed Thursday afternoonwhenher car
crashed into a semi-tractor rig about
three miles southeast of Kanorado.

Mary Alice Garciawasdriving west
on County Road 60 near County Road
5about noonwhenshecollidedwiththe
rig going east, Sheriff Doug Whitson
said.

The truck was driven by Algjandro
Ledesma, 31, of Kanorado, hesaid. The
truck isowned by Livengood Farms.

Garciawasfollowingatwo-tontruck
that wasthrowingalot of dustintheair,
Whitsonsaid, andthetwodriversinthe
crash probably didn’t see each other.

Garcia's 1985 Ford Crown Victoria
and the 1972 Peterbuilt collided in the
middle of theroad, Whitson said.

The driver’s side of the truck was
damaged and the front of the car was
totaled.

“1 would say nobody was probably

Amedical worker looked Thursday afternoon at the car Mary Alice Garcia was driving when she collided with
a semi-trailer rig around noon about three miles west of Kanorado. Both drivers were from Kanorado. Garcia
Photo by Doug Stephens/The Goodland Daily News

died at the scene.

atfault,” Whitsonsaid. “ It wasmoreof
an environmental condition which

causedit.”
Garciawas pronounced dead at the

Ready for students?

O NNE vwe

Michelle Owens, a library technician at Grant Junior High, hung
preparing for the first day of school on Monday. Superintendent Marvin Selby said administrators and
teachers have been getting ready for the start of school all week. Today schools are opening their doors

to parents. Parents can stop by anytime, but the official open house will be from 4 to 6 p.m.
Photo by Rachel Miscall/The Goodland Daily News

a poster over a book shelf this morning,

County may Increase tax rate

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Daily News

The Sherman County commission-
ers on Tuesday reviewed the budget
requestsfromall departmentsand dis-
coveredthey may needtorai setaxesto
COver expenses.

Thisweek thecommissionersbegan
the task of reviewing and revising the
county budgets to get them ready be-
fore October.

L ast year thecounty wasabletodrop
the tax levy by about 10 percent be-

causeof anincreaseinthecounty valu-
ation, but that is not the casethisyear,
said Janet Rumpel, county clerk. The
proposed budget would requirean in-
crease of about six millsto cover the
estimated costs.

Rumpel told the commissionersthe
proposed budgetswouldrequireanin-
crease of $352,805 and amill levy of
52.636. Last year the mill levy was
46.478. (A mill of tax raises $57,932,
which is based on the county valua-
tion.)

Hospice showing new staff

By Rachel Miscall
The Goodland Daily News

Hospice Servicesisinviting people
to seeitsnew officeand meet new staff
atanopenhousefrom3-5p.m.onTues-
day atthedoctor’sclinicattachedtothe
hospital.

Hospice employees help dying
peopleandtheir familiesby makingthe
patient’s last days as comfortable as
possibleand giving thefamily support
durina thedeath and arievina process.

Earlier this year, Hospice moved
fromitsoffice on 12th Street to Rural
HealthVentures, 106 Willow. Italsogot
two new employees.

Mindy Greene, a social worker,
startedin January and Shelly Willems,
anurse, came on board full-timein
May. Before that, Willems said, she
sometimes filled in for the full-time
Hospice nurse.

Greene, a Weskan native, moved
here from Salina in January with her

The commissioners had suggested
having every department budget for a
maximum of athree percent raise in
salaries, and Rumpd said that shehad
pluggedthatintoreachthenew figure.

“1 think the departments need to go
back and look at their true expenses
from last year and the true estimates
fromthisyear andadjust their budgets,”
shetold the commissioners.

OnTuesday afternoon, thecommis-

See BUDGET, Page 4
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husband Joe, who is a state Highway
Patrol trooper. Willems, aBenkelman,

See HOSPICE, Page 4

scene, and wastakento KoonsFunera
Homein Goodland.

Forum

Garciawasaloneinthecar, Whitson
said. She was not wearing a seat belt,
he said, but neither a seat belt nor an
airbag would likely have saved her.
Whitsonsaid hedoesnot know how fast
thevehicleswere going.

The Kansas Highway Patrol hel ped
thesheriff’ sdepartment mapthecrash,
Whitson said, with equipment which
usesaglobal positioning satellite.

Early that morning, the sheriff’sde-
partment had helped the patrol with
another fatal accident.

At5:15a.m. DianeTompkins, 43, of
Sherman County droveinto aditch on
K-27 about 7 milessouth of Goodland.
Sherolled her pickup and was thrown
out. Shewas not wearing aseat belt.

Deputy Roger Studer wasin charge
of the investigation of the afternoon
crash, Whitson said, and had hel ped at
the crash scenethat morning.

“It was a tough day for Roger,”
Whitson said. “It was a tough day for
all of us.”

focus IS

drought woes

By Rachel Miscall
The Goodland Daily News

Farmers and ranchers will have a
chance Monday to paint a picture for
stateand federal officialsof thedevas-
tationdrought hascausedinthetri-state
area.

The Kansas Drought Forum will be
held between 9 am. and 1 p.m. on
Monday at the Goodland Elk’sL odge,
1523Arcade. Agricultureofficialsfrom
Kansas and Washington D.C. will be
thereto answer questionsand listento
farmers and ranchers talk about the
damage drought is doing to crops and
the economy.

Ken Palmgren, a Sherman County
farmer and chairman of the Kansas
Wheat Commission, is amain orga-
nizer of theevent. Hesaid thecommis-
sion and the Kansas Association of
Wheat Growers are backing the pro-
gram, alongwithalonglist of sponsors
rangingfrommajor commodity groups
to grain elevators and three banksin
Goodland.

RossDavidson, administrator of the
U.S. Department of Agriculture' sRisk
Management Agency, will beaspecia
guest andwill speak andtakequestions.
Palmgren said Davidsonisstoppingin
Goodland on adrought tour of thetri-
state area.

HesaidLarry McCants, president of
First National Bank, plans to take
Davidson for aridein the bank’s air-
planeonMonday afternoontogivehim
an aerial view of crop damage.

Other speakerswill beJamieClover
Adams, Kansas Secretary of Agricul-
ture; Palmgren, whoisasoontheU.S.
Wheat Board; Dana Belshe, Sherman
County agriculture extension agent;
Mel Thompson, astaffer for U.S. Sen.
Pat Roberts; and Marty Melia, owner
of KLOE, KKCI and KWGB Radio.

Congressman Jerry Moran and can-
didatesfor governor, Republican Tim
Shallenburger and Democrat Kathleen
Sebelius, have been invited, but

Palmgren said he hasn't heard if they
arecoming.

A freelunch will be served after the
forum endsat noon.

Palmgren said the ideato hold &
drought forum started forming during
arecent U.S. Wheat Board meetingin
Oklahoma City. He said farmers from
all over the country weretelling about
how drought has ruined cropsin their
state.

A Montanafarmer talked about how
drought has been hurting cropsin that
statefor fiveyears, PaAlmgrensaid, and
aSouth Dakotafarmer told about how
someareas of that state are suffering.

They concluded drought is amajor
problemacrossthecountry, hesaid, but
the 2002 farm hill, passed in May,
doesn’t provideany relief.

“We wanted to bring it to the atten-
tion of people in Washington,”
Palmgren said, noting that federal of-
ficials realize there is a drought, but
they may not reali zethe seriousness of
it.

“Wewant to makethem awareof the
situation,” hesaid, “ paint apicturefor
them and recommend possible sol u-
tions.”

Palmgren said he and others have
been working to bring the forum here
for about three weeks.

“It cametogether rather quickly,” he
said.

Atfirst, hesaid, hewashoping for &
crowd of at least 150, but there could
be more than that if the stories he's
heard aretrue.

“It'shardto predict,” hesaid.

Palmgren said he’s not sure if
Davidson will announce any type of
new drought relief package during the
forum, but said there are at least eight
billsinfront of Congressaddressingthe
problem.

“Hopefully we can get something
done,” Palmgren said, “because if we
don't, the economy isreally going to
suffer.”

Truck stop, 24-hour

restaurant

By Doug Stephens
The Goodland Daily News

Theold New Trail buildingonK-27
will soon have a new owner, and
Goodland may get back atruck stopand
all-night restaurant.

The property, which includes a gas
station, restaurant and parking lot big
enough for semi-trailer rigs, will be
sold at an auction by Doug Whitson,
county sheriff, at 10a.m. Tuesday, Sept.
17 at the county courthouse.

New Trail Truck Stop and Apple

may open

Trail Restaurant, owned by New Wave
Corp out of California, went bankrupt
inearly July last year. It closeditsdoors
without warning and put 38 peopleout
of work.

Ron Harding, executive director of
the Goodland Area Chamber of Com-
merce, said he has spoken with some
large gas companiesto get them inter-
ested in buying the property, but noth-
ing could really be done until thetitle

See TRUCK STOP, Page 4



