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commentary

from other pens...

Redistricting in 2012;
start planning now

TheHutchinson Newson redistricting:

Kansaswon'tgothroughredistricting againuntil 2012. That may not
be enough timefor the Legislature to prepare.

Not if it intendsto repeat the pain and humiliation of 2002. ...

House Republicans bullied minority Democrats, cutting into their
aready meager numbers by pitting one incumbent against another.
Democrats and conservative Republicans cut adeal in the Senate to
torpedo amap fashioned by moderate GOP |eaders.

Caught upin petty squabblesover redistricting, lawmakerscouldn’t
turntheir full attention to the budget, whereit wasneeded. By thetime
they adjourned, following the longest session in state history, Kansas
faced amassive budget crisis.

Gov. Bill Gravesapprovedthefina mapsMay 31, but Attorney Gen-
eral CarlaStovall filed achallenge of the congressiona map on behal f
of Junction City residents. Federal judgesuphel dthemap’svalidity July
3, barely leaving enough timefor filingsintheAug. 6 primary.

Kansans can't afford to go through the same process again. Fortu-
nately thereisan aternative.

Sens. Derek Schmidt, an Independence Republican, and Christine
Downey, a Newton Democrat, sponsored a proposed constitutional
amendment thismonthto createanindependent commissiononredis-
tricting. ...

Thirteen states use similar commissionsfor redistricting, including
Missouri and lowa. Schmidt and Downey hopeto see the amendment
onthe 2004 genera election ballot.

Kansansshoulddemandit. Thestatecannot aff ord another redistrict-
ing fight likethisyear’s, when politics prevailed over public good.
TheWichitaEagleon Sherrer:

It had to happen, given that hisboss, Gov. Bill Graves, isterm-lim-
ited out of ajob comeJanuary. Still, itwill beregrettabletoseelt. Gov.
Gary Sherrer leavethe public sector Oct. 1totakeajob notin Wichita
... but rather to becomean executivevicepresident at Gold Banc Corp.
in Leawood.

The longest-serving lieutenant governor in the state’s history (six
years), Sherrer will remain in that post long-distance until the next
governor takesoverinJanuary; hewill stepdown, though, fromhisdual
job ascommerce secretary.

Sherrer, formerly alongtime executive at Wichita's Fourth Finan-
cial Corp., guided the reorganization of higher education and led the
important exercisein forward thinking that wasthe governor’sVision
21st Century Task Force, whoseimportant conclusionsand recommen-
dationsunfortunately have been mostly shelved by the state’ srevenue
problems. ...

... In the wake of Wichita Mayor Bob Knight's stinging |oss of
Sedgwick County in the GOP gubernatorial primary, Sherrer’sresig-
nationisyet another reminder of how littleclout Wichitaand Sedgwick
County could havein state government next year. Two key GOPlaw-
makersand committeechairmenfromWichita, Reps. Tony Powell and
CarlosMayansareretiring, asarethreeDemocratic Houseveteransfrom
Wichita: Reps. Jonathan Wells, Gwen Wel shimer and Melany Barnes.

With Wichitan John Moore on theticket with Democratic guberna-
torial nominee Kathleen Sebelius, the state’'slargest city still standsa
good chanceof being representedin Kansas' front officenext year. But
the leadership changes will turn up the pressure on the remaining
Wichita-arealegislators. They will need to better serve not just their
ideology but also what’s best for the community they call home.
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| have questions about the word contest

Tothe Editor:

| sent in an entry for the sunflower word game
contest you sponsoredinconnectionwiththe Sun-
flower Celebration.

| found 82 worksin“ observance,” and thought
| had found every possible word.

| can hardly believe anyone found 526 as re-
ported in your paper.

| waswondering if Lonnie Kerr’slist could be
printedin The Goodland Daily News, asl’ msure
otherswould like to see the words the other con-
testants couldn’t find.

If you can't publishit, could you run off acopy
andsendtome. | can’timaginel couldhavemissed
finding 444 words.

| even checked thedictionary when | thought of
some of the wordsto make sure of the spelling.

Ohmy, 526 wordsfrom observance—itsalmost
unbelievable.

I’ mwonder how many other contestantsarealso
finding 526 words unbelievable. | hope someone
checkedthat wordlistto makesurethey werecor-
rect andinthedictionary.

Wonder how many will enter next year?

Nadine Kammer

Brewster

Editor’snote: We had severa callsabout this,
and other unsigned letters, and we want to thank
Mrs. Kammer for signing hers.

We can tell you that each word on the list was
checked, and afew were crossed out either asdu-
plicatesor for usingaletter that wasnotintheword
or used asecond time.

Of the 97 entries, we had 30 people who found
over 200words, andtherewereseveral inthe450-
plusrange.

We start early each year checking for the num-
ber of words that can be made from the selected
word, and we do not restrict the words. so a per-
son can useanumber of dictionariesand evenin-
ternational or foreignwordsaslongasthey canbe
verified and usethe proper letters.

Thepersononour staff who asthefirstto check
the lists submitted by every entrant found 464
words during the months before the contest.

We cannot print thelist, but anyoneiswel come
to cometo the office and seeit.

Thisisour sixth year of doing thiscontest, and
wehaveyet touseawordthat our readershavenot
beenabletofind over 200words, and onewaswell
over 1,000.

Wethank youfor your |etter, andfor enteringthe
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contest which we hope will encourage peopl e of
all agesto try next year. Thisyear,we had entries
from people as old as 92 and ayoung as 9. One
youngster age 10, submitted alist of over 400
words. | amsurehehad somehelp, butit waswon-
derful toseehimtakingthiskind of effort at hisage,
andwehopeheentersagainnext year. —TomBetz

TotheEditor:

With the current water restrictionsimposed on
us by the city, it makes me very upset and disap-
pointed that the Sherman County Stock Car Rac-
ing Association went ahead and held its race on
Saturday, Aug. 17. Asapast president of the rac-
ing association, | know that theracing isabenefit
and a source of family entertainment to the com-
munity. Consideringthecurrentwater crisisthecity
isfacing, | feel they should haveeither canceled or
rescheduled theracefor alater date.

| talkedwith City Manager Ron PickmanonAug.
13, andheagreedthat they shouldn’t havetheraces
dueto theamount of water that would beused. He
said he had talked to one of the Sherman County
commissionersand hesaid sinceit helpedto bring
peopleto Goodland, they should go ahead and have
theraces. Neither henor the county commissioner
took any further action.

Pickman said that all the city’s bulk water sta-
tions had been closed down, but they had forgot
about theoneat thefairgrounds. It makesyouwon-
der who el se and how much water was used from
that bulk station.

It takesthousands upon thousands of gallons of
water over athree-day period to preparethetrack
for eachrace. Theracing association may say they
arecutting back onwater usageto preparethetrack,
butwiththegroundbeingasdry asit will takemore
water to prepare the track now than it would ina
year of normal rainfall. Thewater they usedinthese
three days could have gone alog way in keeping
the lawns and gardens of the people who are fol-
lowingtherestrictionsalittlegreener and healthier.

If youarecaught watering at thewrongtimeor the
wrong day, the city police areimmediately on your
doorstep giving out warnings or tickets, but using
thousands of gallons of water strictly for the enter-

What a dump!

| took aload out to thetown dump thismorning.
| hadto get rid of two old TV sets. Other than the
fact that they don’t work and can’t befixed, there
wasabsol utely nothingwrongwiththem. But Sue
isafraid to throw anything out now, because she
seesthemost common knickknacksapprai sed for
asmall fortuneon the* Antiques Roadshow” and
thinks, “What if | throw thisout and someday it's
worth$250,000likethat ugly vasethey had onlast
night?’

It'sbad enoughthat she' safraidtothrow out half
of our garbagenow. Shewon'’ tthrow out theboxes,
either. “ Antiques Roadshow” isawaysgoing on
about how much morethiscrapisworthif it still
hasthe box it camein. And, taking their standard
advicenottotry to sprucethingsup, she'sstopped
cleaningthingsaltogether. “ Areyoucrazy?’ | ex-
pect her toyell at mesomenight, “Don’t washthe
dishes, that could cut their valuein half!”

Somehow, | can’t see our broken TV setsever
fetching $250,000. Evenif they wereappropriately
filthy andintheir original boxes. They’ renoteven
cable-ready. Maybe, someday, years from now,
they may acquiresomekitschvalue, but notif ev-
eryonesavesthem. Someonehasto havethecour-
agetothrow their garbageaway sotherest of ours
will become afraction of apenny more valuable.
| havethat kind of courage.

| am not alone. Down at thedump | met asmall
band of like-thinking brothers, the TossIt and For-
get It Support Group. Thismorning | arrived just
intime. Big Al, afounding member, was having
second thoughtsabout throwing away acomputer
printer heboughtin 1988. It wasthesizeof awash-
ing machine. It won’t work with any computer

jim
mullen

e the village idiot

- .;

made after 1993, yet he was having a hard time
shoving it into the waiting dumpster.

“You don’t understand,” he pleaded, “I paid
$1,200 for this! Maybe the lessfortunate can use
it,” hesaid.

“ThelessfortunatehavelaptopswithDV D play-
ers, Al, not printersthat don't work. Let it go,” |
said.

Slowly, dowlyittoppledintothegiant recycling
bin, joining a pile of old-fashioned giant car
phones, five-year-old answering machines, as-
seen-only-on-TV exercise equipment (I dare the
guys on “Antiques Roadshow” a hundred years
from now to figure out what a ThighMaster was
used for), plastic duck lamps, glow sticks, Big
Mouth Billy Bass plaques, Betamaxes and the
tapesthat go with them.

Then Big Al walked to my car to help mewith
theTV sets. Aswewal kedtothedumpster, wesaw
a scavenger wearing an “ Antiques Roadshow”
baseball cap pull out Al’sprinter andloaditonhis
truck. Hegaveusafunny look andsaid, “ Youdon't
till have the box, do you?”’

JimMullenistheauthor of “ It Takes A Village
Idiot: AMemoir of LifeAfter theCity” (Smonand
Schuster, 2001). He also contributesregularly to
Entertainment Weekly.

tainment of afew at atimewhen themajority of the
city’sresidentsaredoingtheir bestto savewater goes
by unpunished. | guesstheracing associationdoesn't
fall into the same category as every other resident,
business, school or organization in Goodland.

Therewas plenty of timefor the racing associa-
tiontonotify driversof thewater situationand plan
accordingly. Thereare several racesover the sum-
mer; canceling or rescheduling oneraceisnot go-
ing to change anything except save alot of water.

Evidently thefew dollars gained in salestax by
thecity and county on afew hamburgersand afew
gdlonsof gassoldwheneveryonewasleavingtown
is more important to them than the water that the
rest of usare desperately trying to conserve.

Itismy opinionthat not only did theracing asso-
ciation use extremely bad judgment, but so did the
county commissionersfor not steppingin, and the
city commissionersand manager for not enforcing
therestrictions.

| thought that saving water was the whole ides
behind therestrictions.

LonnieKerr

Goodland

Editor’snote: Wecalled County Commissioner
Kevin Rasure, who talked with the city manager.
Rasure said the concern about the use of water was
discussed and that Pickmanwasgoingtotak tothe
racing associ ation about what could be done. Neal
Normandin of theracing associ ation said hehad met
with Pickman and that they had talked about ways
toreducetheamount of water neededfor theraces.

“Weusually water on Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday,” Normandin saidin atelephoneinterview.
“We cut back to two days and it takes 30,000 gal-
lons anight. The city let us pump and haul water
fromthesewagepondon Thursday, andweused city
water on Friday and Saturday.

“That istheleast amount of water we have ever
used to get thetrack ready,” Normandin said. “We
plan to do thisagain for the next races, but we will
need to haveabetter arrangement for pumping the
water out of the sewage ponds.”

Commissioner Rasure said he felt there were
more peoplewho would be affected by not having
theraces, and that with the arrangementsit would
be better to go ahead.

“1 think the racing association was aware of the
water concern and made agood effort to cut their
needsinorder to hold theraceswhich bring people
to Goodland and help fill our motels and restau-
rants,” Rasure said. — Tom Betz
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