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\Well deserved rewards
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Stephanie Fairbanks, a senior, filled her plate during an academic awards dinner Tuesday night at
Goodland High School. Students who were on the honor roll both semesters last school year received

academic letters, and Dennis Friedrichs, last year’s teacher of the year, gave a short speech.
Photo by Doug Stephens/The Goodland Daily News

Scandals may raise taxes

BUDGET, from Page 1

valuation will be $57,289,165, down
$643,433. She said the drop would
mean it would take an additional half
mill property tax increase to produce
the samerevenue aslast year.

“Thischangesthefiguresacrossthe
board,” shesaid. “Thechangewill cut
Kanoradoabit morebecauseof thel oss
of valuation, butitwill leavethemwith
alittleincreaseover last year by $459.”

Thecommissionersaretryingtofind
ways to hold down the property tax
levy, but not cut any services. They
wanttodoafinal review of thefigures
on Tuesday, and ahearing on the bud-
get for next year should be Tuesday,
Sept. 17, Rumpel said.

Theclerk said shehad reachedanew
record in the number of times she had
refigured the annual budget, but the
commissioners came up with more
changes and she headed back to the
calculator.

Two departments the commission-
erslooked at weretheapprai ser, where
they were looking at cutting $5,900,
and road and bridge, wherethey were
considering acut of $23,000.

These cuts would help drop the tax
level by half amill, Rumpel said.

“We need to cut some,” Commis-
sioner Kevin Rasuresaid. “Wearetoo
high, but | don’t want to go backwards,
either.”

“Wehavebeenlucky for thepast few
yearswithsomecarryover,” said Com-
mi ssion Chairman Chuck
Frankenfeld.

“1 agreeweneedtoholdit down, but
| don’t want to haveto play catch-up,”
said Commissioner Mitch Tiede.

“This is not an easy choice,”
Frankenfeld said. “We need another
option, but therearen’t any | can see.”

With the cuts from the road and
bridge of $28,645, Rumpel estimated
the tax levy would be 52.263 mills.
Later, she said they had it down to
51.059, which is .586 under the levy
two yearsago, but up 10 percent from
last year's46.478.

Rasure said hethought that wastoo
high, and suggested they consider scal-
ing back the proposed salary increase
of 3 percent.

“Raises are not automatic in this
world,” he said. “One suggestion
would beto postponeany raisesfor six
months to see what happens. | know
there are some merit raises we might
havetodo, and | don’t think theraises
areout of line, either.”

Rumpel said keeping the employee
healthinsurancewithout raising costs
to the employees is a benefit some
overlook. She said health insurance
cost tothecounty may go up 30 percent
in the next year. Another area of in-
crease may be workers compensation
insurance because of an outstanding
claimfromlast year.

Tiede and Frankenfeld said they
would liketo seethefiguresusing the
suggestion by Rasureof puttingahold
onraisesfrom January through Juneto
see how thingsare doing.

They talked to Assessor Terry
Ballard about thecut in hisbudget, and

he said he could find away to cut out
the$5,900, but wouldliketotakeit out
of other lineitems.

ThecommissionersthankedBallard
andsaidthey wouldlethimfindtheline
items where he wanted to cut as long
asthetotal for thedepartment dropped
by the $5,900.

Looking at the proposed 3 percent
raise, Ballardsaidif they cut that down
to 2 or 1 1/2 percent, it would not be
much of araisefor anyone.

He agreed delaying the raises until
Junewas one option.

“You couldtry freezing themuntil &
certainpoint, andthenreview thebud-
get without making any promises,”
Ballard said.

“We don’t like it, but don’t think
thereisany choice,” Rasure said.

“Well I'll let you all doit,” Ballard
said. “ You know my sentiments.”

Tiede said holding the raises will
give the commissioners time to see
what is happening with the economy.

Thecommissionersagreedtorefig-
ure salaries based on the estimated
expenses for this year plus the figure
for about a1/12 percent for next year.
The1 1/2 percent would be the actual
cost of giving a3 percent raise in the
second half of theyear.

The commissioners will meet at 8
a.m. Friday to pay the second half of
thebillsfor themonth, and review the
latest budget figures.

They meet in the commission room
on the main floor of the Sherman
County courthouse, 813 Broadway
Ave.

Virus confirmed in Norton county

By Doug Stephens
The Goodland Daily News

The Kansas Department of Health
and Environment hasconfirmedthat a
horse in Norton County has the West
Nile virus, along with horsesin two
other countiesand birdsinfour, bring-
ing thetotal to 28 in the state.

Thursday, the department reported
that a Wallace County horse had the
disease. Sheriff Larry Townsend said
theanimal wason the southern border
of thecounty and hadjust been brought
in from another state.

“We think the horse was probably
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already infected when it was brought
here,” Townsend said. “We are dry
here, and there are few mosguitoesto
spread thevirus.”

Thevirusis spread by mosquitoes
which feed oninfected birdsand then
bite other animals. Many animalscan
beinfected, but only birds, horsesand
people get sick.

Most peoplewho aresick will have
flu-like symptoms, and very few can
suffer encephalitis or meningitis,
swellings of the tissues of the brain,
andcandie.

Older peoplearethemost atrisk. No

Your KEY to business success.

Have your name up front when a customer needs you.

Repetitive advertising is the key to opening the door to new customers.

Combined ratesare
available to feature your servicesin the
Daily and The Country Advocate.

person in Kansas has been found to
havethevirus.

Townsend said it isimportant for
peoplenottopanic. Thereisalessthan
1 percent chance of getting seriously
sickif infected.

The Wallace County horse was
tested when it started having trouble
keeping its balance, Townsend said,
and ablood samplewas senttoaKan-
sas State research center for testing.
Thetest cameback positiveon Thurs-
day.
The horse is doing fine, the sheriff
said, and isexpected to recover.
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NEW HOURS ad could be here! Mi .
Mon., Wed., Fri.: . . ichael Downlng
1p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Call Bill or Eric at General Contractor

walk-ins

Concrete Work « Patios & Decks
» Garages & Efc.
* Remodels & Additions ¢

185-626-3529 or 785-626-0060

899-2338
Goodland Daily News

Tues. & Thurs,, Sat.
8 am. to noon
Master Barber & Stylist,
Cynthia Bohl

785-899-6544

Karen’s
Cleaning Service
Residential & Commercial

For all of your
cleaning needs.

Steam Cleaning/windows

Call 821-1628 7
785-694-2687
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Residential Real Estate
Farm and Ranch
115 E. 9th » Goodland
Office (785) 899-0500
Toll Free 866-899-0555
Joyce Boehme associate broker
Robert Jones owner/broker

L mes.

EQUAL HOUSING

NEW SYSTEM

Prebessional

~ WINDOW
» CLEANING

Colby, Kansas
COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL - FREE ESTIMATES

785-462-6995 or
1-800-611-6735

Please call early to get your name
on the list for spring cleaning.

Chris & Beth Lewon “\We do windows”

BOLAND Insurance Agency Inc. J

since 1957 H /ﬁ/;/
Hazel Estes - Agent 0_1/”/6/. ﬂnd

REALJESTATE
only the best will do

Mitch Hixson

337 15th, Burlington, CO. 80807
Business: (719)346-8844
Home: (785)399-2282

Long Term Care, Life, Annuities & More

Licensed in Kansas and Colorado

785-899-3060 « Home: 785-899-9270
114 W. 12th « Goodland, KS

REALTOR’

SIGNS-LETTERING & PINSTRIPES
Custom Vinyl & Painting

Box 309

o cty s> (g0(-886-2423] <
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CLEAR CHOICE, LLC

MOBILE AUTOGLASS 3%

CRACK REPAIR &
REPLACEMENT

785-462-9793 or
888-466-8602

ra

Alex’s Radiator and Auto Repair

| Auto, Truck & Tractor Radiator Repair « Auto Repair  Tire Service « Oil ||

Change » Small Engine, Lawn Mower, Chain Saw, and Trimmer Repair ¢
Unlock Vehicles

24 HﬁyJ Wrecker Service* Rollback Available

= TireService

- _\\‘15{ After Hours Phone#s

<00 Alex West 785-821-1128 Cell #

531 W. 17th « Goodland, KS
785-899-7554

785-899-6916 Cell #

660 W. WALNUT « COLBY, KS 67701 « FAX: 785-462-2782

7 Get your Soaker Hoses NOW! )

25 & 50 ft. Help conserve water.

Handicapped Door
handles- Easy to HOME
CENTER
Passage handles
. 1/2 Mile North Exit 19 off I-70
available Goodland, Kan. 67735 /
(785) 899-6241
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Call Bill or Eric at 899-2338

Gooaland Daily News

We'll always be there for you.

LIFE - HOME « CAR -

Jim Alcorn, Agent ¢
1624 S. Main Street 1".
,SN]'S'EHEE Goodland, KS 67735-0727 [F - ‘Sl
Business: (785) 899-2553
Home: (785) 899-3974 \ &
'® Www.shelterinsurance.com i =

FARM - BUSINESS

N
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Call (785) 899-2338
for information.

/@ nwkansas.com

~ Your local internet service provider
< with connections in Goodland.

With monthly costs

$16.50 per month!

as low as




