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from other pens...

U.S. has multiple voices
on Irag arms Inspections

By George Gedda

Associated Press Writer

WA SHINGTON — Saddam Hussein may be confused by themixed
signal s Washington has been sending on the possible return of U.N.
weaponsinspectorsto Irag.

Monday, Vice President Dick Cheney made a case against renewed
inspections.

“A return of inspectors would provide no assurance whatsoever of
hiscompliancewith U.N. resolutions,” Cheney said. “ Onthecontrary,
thereisagreat danger that it would providefal secomfort that Saddam
was somehow ’ back in hisbox.”’

Within hours, Secretary of State Colin Powell’s spokesman, Rich-
ard Boucher, was offering adecidedly different view.

“We're doing our utmost ... to get U.N. inspectors back to Irag,”
Boucher told reporters.

Government official saresupposedtobeinsync, particularly onsen-
sitiveissues. That hasn't happened on U.N. inspectionsin Irag.

Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld backsCheney’sview. Hesaid
last month hecould not “ begintothink” Saddam would accept thekind
of “intrusiveinspectionregime” requiredto exposeforbi ddenweapons.

WheredoesPresident Bush stand?Hecast hisvoteafew monthsago
in support of inspections. Asked what would happen to Saddam if he
refused to alow theinspectors' return, Bush said, “He'll find out.”

A senior administration official, speaking on condition of anonymity,
saidthedichotomy of viewsreflectstheplusesand minusesof inspections.

When Saddam permitted inspections, some forbidden weaponswere
foundanddestroyed, theofficia said. At thesametime, headded, inspec-
tionsal onedon't giveyoutheassurancethat I ragisnot hiding something.

Inspections, he said, are no substitute for the administration’s bot-
tomlinepolicy: Saddam’sremoval.

The disharmony within the administration is matched by the din of
dissonant voicesfromthe outside— oninspectionsand rel ated i ssues.

Almost everyonewith an opinion agrees Saddamisadangerousdes-
pot. Thedisagreement liesin how to deal with him.

Skepticsworry that unilateral U.S. military action could create an ex-
pensive ($80 billion?) quagmire, casualty levelsnot seen sincetheViet-
nam War and aninternational consensus aligned against Washington.

Ontheother sidearethosewho say getting boggeddownindetail scould
lead to paralysis, giving Saddam more time to perfect — and to use —
weapons of mass destruction the administration says he already has.

Charles Duelfer, who spent seven years as a member of the U.N.
weaponsinspection team, said he believestimeison Saddam’sside.

“1f thisguy getsanuke, theneverything changes,” Duelfer said, rais-
ing the specter of thelragi “incineration” of American troops.

Former Secretary of State Henry Kissinger told PBS last week he
believes the war talk in Washington enhances the possibility of Sad-
dam agreeing to comprehensive inspections.

Thegoal of afull disclosurethrough inspections“isnot achievable
without the threat of war, and therefore those two things have to be
closely linked,” Kissinger said.

Saddam’s behavior since Bush designated Iraq an “axis of evil”
member tendsto support Kissinger’'sview.

HansBlix, head of the U.N. agency that would carry out inspections
if Saddam agrees, told NBC's*“Meet the Press” on Sunday the Iraqis
stonewalled the agency until Bush raised the possibility of amilitary
strikelast winter. They havebeen showing“ greater interest” sincethen
but haveyet to invite theinspectors back, he said.

Blix disputesCheney’ sview that renewed i nspectionsmay be coun-
terproductive. Inspectors, said Blix, aformer head of thenternational
Atomic Energy Agency, “can see alot that satellites cannot see.”

“Inspectionscannot give 100 percent certainty,” Blix said. “ Butthey
can act asavery good deterrent.”

EDITOR SNOTE —George Gedda has covered foreign affairsfor
The Associated Press since 1968.
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With remodeled eyes | can dump the glasses

| got my eyesremodeled last week.

Like about half the country, I’ ve been looking
at laser surgery to correct my bad vision.

| eventalked to acoupleof eyedoctorsabout it
two yearsago, but at that timethey were only do-
ing nearsightedness. If you had farsightedness or
astigmatism, youwereout of luck, and | had both.

Now, however, they just cut aholein your eye
and buzz it with alaser beam to reshapeit. Noth-
ingtoit.

Right!

Beforeyou havethisdone, you need aprecheck.
Thedoctor checksyour eyesand givesyouanin-
formation sheet and you havetoreadit andinitial
each section. Its contents are nearly enough to
scareyou away.

Worst case scenario— blindness. Whileno one
has ever gone blind from the new L aser Assisted
Intrastomal Keratomileusis (LASIK) procedure,
it'sapossibility.

Other, morecommonsideeffectsof theprocedure
areovercorrectionor undercorrection, doublevision,
increased sensitivity tolight, corneal ulcer, droopy
eyelid and retinal detachment and hemorrhage.

That’senough information to send you back to
get your glasses.

cynthia
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However, | wasreal tired of wearingmine. They
werethick and | was beginning to hateto see my-
self in pictureswearing them.

| signed up and headed for Denver.

Theprocedureitself takesabout 10 minutes per
eye.

Pre-operativeinstructionsinclude eating anor-
mal, a cohol-free meal, shower, and wear no per-
fumesor body lotions. Noeyemake-up, facemake-
up or facial jewelry — well duh.

Bring money. The bill must be paid in advance
and they don'’t take personal checks.

They put a hair covering over your head and
bootiesover your shoes. Then they put astar over
theeyeor eyesyouarehavingoperatedon. It’sjust
like in kindergarten, only you get decorated, not

your paper.
Intheoperatingroom, yousitinachair likeina

dentist’sofficebut they reclineyoumore. Your eye
or eyes are deadened and they tell youtolook at &
bright light. Whileyou arewatching thelight, they
cut aflap in the surface of your corneaand use &
small suction deviseto hold it back whilethelaser
reshapes your eyeball. The flap is put back down
and you aredone.

Back inthewaitingroom, you get plastic shields
put onyour eyesto protect them and you are out of
there. Back home(orinmy case, at acousin’shouse)
you go to bed and sleep the rest of the day, partly
because of the surgery and partly because of the
tranquilizersthey give you before and after.

You haveto wear the shieldsto bed and use sev-
eral typesof eyedropsfor about aweek.

Thenext day, however, | drove myself home af-
ter acheckupwiththedoctor. My visionwas 20-25
ineacheyeand | could read without glasses, some-
thing | haven't been ableto dofor nearly 20 years.
Thedoctor saysthat my near visionwill deteriorate
and my far vision get better over the next few
months and that | will probably need reading
glasses.

How do| feel? Great.

But my eyesfeel naked.

Please don't stare. It embarrassesthem.

Help celebrate Patriots Day on Sept. 11

Tothe Editor:

September 11 hasofficially been recognized as
Patriot Day by Public Law 107-89. TheAmerican
Legion, other veteran groups and citizensare en-
couraged and urged to recognizethisday.

The City of Goodland, Mayor and City Coun-
cil, have been requested to proclaim and process
thisday asan officia City Day to remember the
victimsof that tragic day. Mayor Rohr andtheCity
Council have been asked to encourage our com-
munity tocommemoratethisday toshow theworld
that intimesof tragedy asapeople Americansbe-
come stronger in protecting and preserving our
preciousliberties.

TheGoodland Daily Newscanhelpinpubliciz-
ing all actionsthat honor thisday. It is suggested
that our community fly American flags, church
bellsring at noonand other waysour citizenswish
to recognize this day. Communities across our
great land will al'so bejoininginrecognizing this
day.

Patriot Day can become aday to remember the
victims. It can also be aday to remind us of our
military personnel whogave, and continuetogive,
their livesin thewar against terrorism.

All veterans and loyal American will appreci-
ateall theeffort you givein helpingto makethisa
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day that will truly beaPatriot Day.
W. Ken Baum, Commander
American Legion Post #117
Goodland

TotheEditor:

| amafourth generation cattleman, farmer, and
community servant and | would liketo say thank
you to those involved in the Kansas Drought Fo-
rum. | attended in Goodland on Monday.

In observance of the testimony and responses
from the government officials at this forum, it
seemed there may be some misconception of the
government’sresponsibilities. | will bethefirstto
admit the stories and statements that were given
by the peoplein attendance needed to be brought
tothoseofficial’sattention.

However, it ismy opinion that the drought di-
saster we are currently in could be referred to as

thestraw that brokethecamel’ sback. Policies, regu-
lationsand administration of thesearein my view-
point what is currently holding us back from
progress. Thedroughtisonly anobviousadditional
problem.

Sometimesagricultural lawsand regulationsare
written with the utmost research, but we find our
professioninsituationsthat arenot favorabletosuch
laws. Consequently, wefind ourselveswiththere-
percussionsof our ownignorance.

It ismy experience that the government is not
going to “fix” our problems— we need to fix our
problemsourselves, and if you think that they will
then you are badly mistaken. We can turn to the
government for help, but only for band-aid help.

If wewant totruly progressand establish our fu-
ture then local input, control, and commitment is
theanswer. Weasan agri cultural community need
to usethisforum asatool to educate ourselves. In
order for thisminority sector to succeed and pros-
per, we have got to get involved in our livelihood
andbeaggressive If wesit onthefence, thenweas
agroup will never be morethan a puppet.

Jon Starns

KansasAssociation of Conservation Districts

Areal Director

Brewster

The children’s Circus Salaam Shalom

“Before aboisterous crowd of about 100 at the
City Museum,” reported the St. Louis Post-Dis-
patch on July 29, 17 Jewish and Muslim children
from Circus Salaam Shalom “somersaulted,
backflipped and stilt walked to thunderous ap-
plause.”

Thesechildren, ages5to0 14, havebeen perform-
ing thissummer under the direction of the Circus
Day Foundation of whichmy daughter, Jessica, is
executivedirector. She'sbeen acircus performer
for nearly 30 years and runs the Everydaycircus
inSt. Louis.

“Nomatter whoweareandwherewecomefrom,
wecanfindacommon place, whereour individual
boundariestouch, overlap — or better yet — dis-
appear in theface of what connectsus,” she says

In forming Circus Salaam Shalom (meaning
“peace” inboth Hebrew and Arabic) shehasgath-
ered for circus classes children from the Central
Reform Synagogue (which she and her children
attend) and from the black Muslim Clara
Muhammad Schooal.

The parents of these circus children have aso
been connecting. “ After thefirst eight-week spring
session,” accordingtotheSt. L ouisPost-Dispatch,
“parentsand childrenvisited oneanother’ shouses
of worshipto pray for peacein special services.”
AliciaAbdullah-Clay said her son noted that he
had never before seen awhiteperson at amosgue.

“To make the circus formation,” one reporter
pointed out, “children on the top tier must fully
trust children onthebottomtier not tomoveor re-
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lax their muscles. Thechildren onthebottom must
trust thechildren onthetop not tojab or kick them
astheir flexed thighs become stairsto the top.”

And their parents must trust that there are edu-
cational benefitsin thisinterfaith pyramid. Says
Central Reform’s Rabbi Susan Talve, “seeing the
kidsworking together, watching all of our parents
smile and so proud of the same thing — our pre-
ciouschildren— giveshopefor thefuture.”

Oneof the performancestook placeat the Clara
Muhammad School on Malcolm X’sbirthday on
May 19. The St. Louis newspaper, Jewish Light,
reported — and as |’ ve told Jessica— my friend
Malcolm X, on hisway back from Meccaabout a
year beforehedied, sent methefollowing postcard:
‘Inmy recent travel sintotheAfrican countriesand
others, | wasimpressed by theimportance of hav-
ing aworking unity among al peoples, black as
well aswhite.”

A parent fromthe synagogue, watching her two
daughtersonthe1-1/2-inch-widewire-cabletight-
rope, 27 feet abovethefloor, said, “ | remember the
oldsayingfromthe1960s: ‘ Think globally, act | o-
cally.” We are building peace between faithsright
here.” AndAliciaAbdullah, watching her son, said:

“Thechildren know there are differences between
Muslimsand Jews because they hear their parents
talk about differences. Butif they arel eft alone, with
nothingto poisontheir minds, they get toknow each
other, play together.”

AstheSt. L ouisPost-Dispatchnoted, “ It'seasier
to understand someoneonceyou’ ve stood ontheir
shoulders, leaped through their arms or dangled
fromtheir body.”

Or, asmy daughter, Jessica, adds, “By clowning
around, you learn to take yourself and others seri-
oudly.”

Therewill becircusclassesfor theCircusSalaam
Shalom Circusin thefall, with thefirst new show
in December. But Jessica has a deeper vision of
showinghow circusskillscan“teachtheart of life.”
Sheisplanningthecreationof aSt. LouisChildren’s
Circus, composed of kids from a wide range of
socio-economic backgrounds in the city and sur-
rounding county.

A virtue of circus arts, she told the online
STLtoday, is"there’sroomfor everyonetosucceed,
regardlessof background, sizeor shape, grade-point
averageor any of theother categorizationsthat may
bebarrierselsewhere.” She'staught deaf children,
adolescents with Down syndrome and elderly
people.

When Jessicawasa most constantly ontheroad, her
lettersto mewould end “Every day isacircusday!”

For more information about the Circus Day
Foundation, theWeb sitei swww.circusday.organd
the phoneis(314) 436-7676.



