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commentary

from our viewpoint...

Remembering the tragedy
of today and yesteryear

Aswethink back onwherewewereon Sept. 11, 2001, whenweheard
that the terrorists had attacked the World Trade Center and the Penta-
gonthereisnodoubtitisoneof thoseeventswhichwill beforever etched
into our memory asaterribletragedy with an astonishing loss of life.

For those of usinthe* baby boom” generationit givesusat | east two
major pointsin time going back to the assassination of President John
F. Kennedy that fateful Nov. 22, 1963in Dallas, Texas.

Those in the older generation have three beginning with the sneak
attack by the Japanese on Pearl Harbor on Sunday, Dec. 7, 1941, that
brought usinto World War I1.

Thereareother tragediesof our lifetimesincluding theassassinations
of Martin Luther King and Robert F. Kennedy. Or maybe some will
remember wherethey werewhen they heard about the dropping of the
atomic bomb on the Japanese cities of Hiroshimaand Nagasaki.

Theseall mark tragediesof asingular nature, but therearemoretobe
rememberedwiththekilling of the6 million Jewsby theNazisremain-
ing thelargest of the century.

Tragediesarethetimeswhen peoplestop andreflect onwhat hasbeen,
and pledge to change for the better. There has been a sense of renewed
patriotism over the past year, and that isgood. With their misguided at-
tempt todestroy Americatheterroristshavecreated amajor leapforward
in peoplebelieving inthe principlesonwhich our country wasfounded.

Onethingthat gavethem asensethey could succeed what that when
they looked at American society they believed - wrongly - we had be-
come so fractionalized that such a devastating act would destroy the
fabric of our nation and tumble usinto internal strife and such squab-
bling that we would become so desperate therewould be arevolution
that would givethem total victory.

L ookingfromtheoutsideat thetumultuousyearsandthewideswings
of our society from the free love 60s to the me 80s and the who cares
90stherewasasensethe county wassli ppingintoagrowing quagmire
of mistrust, doubtsand spiraling illegal behavior.

When those planes hit the twin towers of the World Trade Center it
brought the entire country to ahalt for aday, but asthe heroic stories
about therescue effortsand the revel ation of the action by the passen-
gersonthefourth planethat crashedin Pennsylvaniawerereleased there
was asensewewere going to survive.

There was some panic as gas prices skyrocketed and afew grocery
storessaw panicbuyinglikeitwastheend of theworld. However, most
peoplestopped and watched and li stened and read about what washap-
pening. We did so with tearsin our eyesif we knew people who had
beeninthetwintowersor the Pentagon, and evenif wedidn't thetears
flowed and streaked our faces.

Somewheredown deep wereached out with our grief and horror and
knewwewould not | et theterroristsdefeat usasapeopl e. Flagsappeared
everywhere and special memorial services were held in hundreds of
thousands of communitieswhere we pledged our effortsin hisname.

Thinking back it remindsusof aspecial speechatall manfromlilinois
read fromtheback of anenvel opeashelooked out onafield at Gettysburg,
Penn. in 1863. President Abraham Lincoln’s most famous speech

“...We are met on a great battlefield of that war. We have come to
dedicateaportionof that field.... Itisaltogether fitting and proper that
we should do this.

“But, inalarger sense, we cannot dedicate - we cannot consecrate- we
cannot hallow - thisground. Thebravemen, livingand dead, who struggled
here, have consecrated it far above our poor power to add or detract. ...

“Itisfor usthelivingtobeherededicated to thegreat task remaining
beforeus- that fromthesehonored dead wetakeincreased devotionto
that cause for which they gave the last full measure of devotion; that
we here highly resolvethat these dead shall not havediedinvein; ....”

Remember those welost last year, and resolve to do something this
year for our country to help keeptheAmerican spiritaliveandwell. —
TomBetz
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Variations on a grilled ch

A grilled cheese sandwich to me is a comfort
food. Thefollowing are variations on that theme
fromthe American Dairy Association.

Spicy Cajun Bayou Grilled Cheese

4 tablespoons softened butter

8dlicescrusty Italian bread

6 tablespoons pepper jelly

8 dlices pepper jack cheese

2 linksandouille sausage, grilled, each link cut
into quarters and split lengthwise. Andouilleisa
spicy smoked sausagemadefrom pork; aspecialty
of Cgjuncooking.Any other smoked sausagemay
be substituted.

8 slicesMuenster cheese

Spread butter on onesideof each sliceof bread.
Spread pepper jelly on the unbuttered sides of 4
slices of bread. On the jellied bread, place two
slices of Pepper Jack cheese and two pieces of
grilled sausage over thejelly. Cover the sausage
with two slices of Muenster cheese and top with
remaining slices of bread with the buttered side
out. Cook sandwichesinalargeskillet or griddle
over medium heat until golden and cheese is
melted. Serves4.

Heartland * Pepper Harvest” Cracked Wheat
Grilled Cheese

4 tablespoons softened butter

8 dlicescracked wheat bread

4 dicesMonterey Jack cheese

4 dlicesprovolone cheese

pat
) | schiefen

® postscript

8 ounces thinly sliced peppered roast beef or
pastrami

12 dlices cooked bacon, sprinkled with coarse
ground pepper

Spread butter on oneside of each slice of bread.
On the unbuttered sides of four slices of bread,
placeonesliceof provolonecheeseand Monterey
Jack cheese. Place roast beef and bacon over the
cheeseand topwithremaining slicesof bread, but-
tered side out. Cook sandwichesin alarge skillet
or griddle over medium heat until golden and
cheeseismelted. Serves4.

New York Strip Steak Grilled Cheese

4 ounce softened cream cheese

2 tablespoons horseradish mustard

1 cup baby spinach leaves, stemsremoved and
coarsely chopped

2 New York strip steaks (about 8 ounces each),
grilled to desired doneness

4 tablespoons softened butter

8 dliceshearty white bread

2/3 cup canned, drained or previously sauteed

eese theme

fresh mushrooms

4 dlicesHavarti cheese

Inabowl! combinetocream cheeseand horserad-
ish mustard and stir until smooth. Fold chopped
spinachintothemixture. Trimsteak of fat andthinly
dliceon the diagonal . Spread butter on one side of
each slice of bread. On the unbuttered side spread
thecream cheesemixture. Layer four dicesof bread
eachwithabout 1/4 of thesteak dlicesand 1/4 of the
mushrooms. Top each sandwich with Havarti
cheeseandremaining slicesof bread, buttered side
out. Cook sandwichesin alarge skillet or griddle
over medium heat until goldenand cheeseismelted.
Serves4.

Hoosier Apple Surprise Sammies

4 tablespoons softened butter

8 dlicescinnamon raisin bread

1/2 cup crunchy peanut butter

4 slicesmozzarellacheese

1 Golden Deliciousapple, thinly sliced

8 dlicescheddar cheese

Spread butter on one side of each dlice of bread.
Ontheother sideof four sicesspread equal amounts
of peanut butter and top with aslice of mozzarells
cheese. Placeappledlicesover thecheese. Topeach
sandwich with two slices of cheddar cheese and
remaining slices of bread buttered side out. Cook
sandwichesinalargeskillet or griddleover medium
heat until golden and cheeseismelted. Serves4.

Who'’s In a name?

Expeditionsand Foresters. Explorersand Navi-
gators. Excursions, Pathfinders, Mountaineers,
Troopers, Trailblazers. You' dthink VascodeGama
and Sir Edmund Hillary weredrivingthesethings
instead of soccer moms and weekenders. Like it
makes you anavigator if you can get to theA& P
withoutamap. Doesit takeamountaineer todrive
twokidstoschool andthengotothemall ?Theway
itlooksonthetelevisionadsyou dthink theaver-
age person was |leaving the house to take a six
month voyage to the Spice | slandswhen actually
their big trip of the day is taking the dog to the
groomer’s. Wow, who knowswhat adventuresthey
might haveon Elm Street ontheir way toPineTer-
race. Hey, look at me, I’ m aforester, not acorpo-
ratelawyer, that’sjust my day job.

| wonder how well these carswould sell if they
were named for what the people who drive them
really do?“Hey, Bab, | see you moved up to the
new 2002 Middle Manager. How's that handle?
Did they fix that problem whereit automatically
slowsdown and movesto thesidewhen someone
driveshby in one of those Vice Presidents?”’

“Haveyoutest driventhelatest V6 Commuiter,

jim
mullen

e the village idiot

yet?1t goesfrom zeroto bumper to bumper intwo
seconds. Thewindows havebeen calibrated to be
the perfect height for fast-food drive-throughs,
ATM machinesand toll booths. Built-in features
include hands-free phone, passenger seat |aptop
and built-in rear seat filing cabinets.”

“Experiencetheluxury of thenew Inside Trader.
Leather seats, leather CD player, leather carpet,
leather air bags, front and back € ection seats, and
agoldenparachuteareall standard equipment. And
with our new lawyer-proof leaseyou can driveit
toyour arraignment and not haveit confiscated.”

“Onabudget?Thenew Average Investor |ooks
just likethe Inside Trader except it hasa4 cylin-
der engine, cloth seats, no CD player, noair bags,
no resalevalue and no onewill insureit.”
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“Have you sat behind the wheel of the al new,
restyled Systems Analyst yet? Enjoy the comfort
and confidence that comes with owning a car that
evenwedon’tknow whatit doesexactly. Butit does
it with simpleauthority and aquiet condescension
that will makeyou theenvy of your gated commu-
nity.”

“The Contractor. A rugged, tough pickup truck
that convertseasily intoalawn-shredding, lumber-
hauling, multi-job supervising platform. Why be
late, when you can be late with style? All models
come without clocksor calendars.”

“Why et peopleguesshow muchyoumakewhen
the $89,000 Social Climber will let them know
downtothepenny. It comeswith our exclusiveone
button OCP System — On Call Psychotherapy.
Bottled water dispenser and jewelry safe are stan-
dard equipment. Strictly cosmetic changeswill be
madetothebody each year to makeyou evenmore
insecure and neurotic.”

Jim Mullen isthe author of “ It Takes A Village
Idiot: AMemoir of Life After the City” (Simonand
Schuster, 2001). He also contributes regularly to
Entertainment WWeekly.

berry’s world

o s 2

©2002 by NEA, Inc.
Www.comics.com

" HEY — I'M SICK OF TALKIN' ABouT
SPoRTS. LETS TALK ABOUT BALLET




