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Saints and sinners: The second commandment

Thoushalt not takethenameof theL ordthy God
invain (Exodus 20:7 and Deuteronomy 5:11).

What doesthis mean?

Inancient times, thenameof adeity washbe-
lievedtohavemagical powers. Thepersonwho
spoke the name partook of some of the super-
natural powersof that god.

But thiswasdangerousbusiness, like* play-
ing with fire,” and had to be discouraged. So
dangerous was it that in later times when the
| sraelites came across the word “ Jehovah” in
somewriting or other, they avoi ded pronounc-
ingit. They said“Lord” instead.

Christian network went global, but missed U.S.

But in Moses' day, some people used the
names of deitiesto bring curseson othersorin
thepracticeof magic. Thiswasforbiddenby the
second commandment. It wasthe beginning of
therealization on the part of God's peopl e that
religionismorerelated to moral actionthanto
magical formulas.

Martin Luther, whose explanations of the
commandments we are using in this series,
found in this commandment more than just a
prohibition against the superstitious use of
God'sname. Hecautioned alsoagainst thecare-
less, thoughtless use of God’'s name in swear-
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ing or invoking God’snameintrivial matters.

Most peoplewho “take God’snameinvain”
would say they “mean nothing” by it. Ah, said
Cardinal John Newman, but that’s the point.
Nothingisworse, he said, thanto say God and

to“mean nothing” by it!

Newman advised saving God' sname* for the
great occasions.” Wesay “ My God” inthemost
casual conversation.

There were times, wrote Martin Luther in
Small Catechism (1529), whenweought touse
God'sname. “ Call upon it in every trouble —
pray, praise and givethanks.”

Whenthegreat contralto, MarianAnderson,
would get up on a spring morning and see the
sun shining and the buds bursting into bloom,
shewouldexultinaraptureof praise,“My L ord,
what amorning!”

That, too, is an appropriate use of God's
name. MissAndersonusedit asthetitleof her
autobiography.

I likeitwhen| hear somebody say “ Gosh”
instead of “God” inconversation. “ Oh God,”
used as an expletive, has a brittle,
uneuphoniousringtoit. It soundslikesome-
thing Joan Riverswould say.

Hereisagood exercise. Count thenumber
of timesyou usethe name of God intrivial,
inappropriatewaysinoneday. Thentry tocut
down on that number each succeeding day
until you aredown to zero.

Hispanics, until now

By Ryan Pearson
Associated Press Writer

LOSANGELES — When her faith
wavers, Esperanza Falcone turns to
whereshefirstfound God— her living
room. She settlesinto acouch, flipson
the TV andtunesintotheTrinity Broad-
casting Network.

“Most of the understanding and
learning that | haveabout the Gospel is
through TBN,” shesaid.

The Salvadoran woman is among
millions of Christians whose steady
stream of donations have made com-
mercia-freeTrinity thenation’slargest
and fastest-growing religious broad-
caster. But TBN has failed to attract
other, non-English speaking Hispanics
— until now.

Orange County-based Trinity de-
buted its Spanish-language TBN En-
lacenetwork Sept. 1linMiami. It should
beavailablein 10 of thecountry’slarg-
est Hispanic marketswithin ayear.

The network is starting as the two
other major national Christian broad-
casters also target Spanish-speaking
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U.S. Hispanics. Eternal Word Televi-
sionNetwork, aRoman Catholicbroad-
caster, launched EWTN Espanol in
1999. Inspiration Network is slowly
rolling out family-oriented La Familia
network starting in Colorado Springs,
Colo.

Neither considerstheir spin-off net-
works to be competing with TBN En-
lace, saying they each servenichemar-
kets.

For Trinity, Spani sh-speakingimmi-
grantsareadiffusebut potentially huge
audience. TBN isfilled with Pentecos-
tal ministerswho practiceacharismatic,
spirit-filled style of preaching that in-
cludesdemonstrativedelivery andem-
phasison Biblical prophecy.

Tostart, 70percent of Enlace ssched-
ulewill beoriginally producedin Span-
ishand 30 percent will be English-lan-
guage programs that are dubbed into
Spanish. Eventually, TBN hopes En-
lace programming will be entirely of
Spanish-languageoriginfrombothfor-
eign and domestic sources.

Enlaceispart of alarger push by Paul
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and Jan Crouch, Trinity’sfounders, to
diversify their viewershipand message.

Started in 1973, “TBN was very
much rooted in awhite, evangelical
country culture,” said religion scholar
Arlene Sanchez-Wal sh of DePaul Uni-
versityin Chicago. “ They’ rerecogniz-
ing that their audienceischanging dra-
matically.”

The Crouches already manage a
$516-milliontelevisionempirewiththe
global reach of 26 satellites. Trinity says
italsoownsand operates22 full-power
TV stations and about 500 |ow-power
stations domestically.

Thenetwork usesabout 3,300 affili-
atestobroadcastinover twodozenlan-
guages on every major continent, in-
cluding Spanish broadcastsin Latin
America. And it recently started The
Church Channel, anew DirecTV satel-
litefeed showing nonstop worship and
prayer services.

TBN Enlaceisanatural next stepfor
the network, Christian media experts
say. “Growth means everything to
them,” said Timothy Morgan, aneditor
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at Christianity Today magazine.

Paul Crouch, 68, has been called
“God’s electrician” for hisfocus on
obtaining the broadcast licenses and
physical facilities necessary to, as he
putsit,“ spreadthe Gospdl totheworld.”

Anaggressivebusinessman, Crouch
operates outside and apart from other
Christian media, said Glenn Plummer,
president of industry umbrella group
National ReligiousBroadcasters. Trin-
ity dropped out of the NRB in 1989,
after thegroup created anew ethicscode
barring broadcasters with family-con-
trolled boards from membership.

Yet Trinity hasoutl asted other major
evangelical cable networks. Jim and
Tammy FayeBakker’'sPraiseThel ord
operationall butvanishedamid scandal,
while Pat Robertson sold his Interna-
tional Family Entertainment channel to
Fox in1997.

The Crouches till 1ook the part of
1970sTV preachers, with Paul sporting
afull head of gray hair partedtotheside
and the 64-year-old Jan's penchant for
heavy makeup and hugewigs.

TBN hasfended off Internal Revenue
Servicechargesof tax evasion, an Fed-
eral Communications Commission
probeof itsstation ownershipandal aw-
suit aleging it stole the concept for its
film,“TheOmegaCode.” ThelRSand
FCCchargeswereeventually dropped,
and TBN settled the film flap out of
court.

Throughit all, the network has con-
tinued to grow.

“For Paul Crouch, it'sall beenabattle
to acquire TV stationsfor Jesus,” said
J. LeeGrady, editor of Charismamaga-
zine. “But the question is— what are
you piping through those wires?’

Answer: an often unpredictable mix
of the old and new. The long-running
700 Club” produced by
Robertson’s Christian Broadcasting
Network — and the “ Praise the Lord”
talk-worship show hosted by the
Crouches share airtime on TBN with
rapper-turned-preacher M.C. Hammer
and the rock-flavored, youth-oriented
“WWJDtv” show.

Whilecriticsaccuse TBN of overem-

phasizing*“ prosperity gospel” and other
hotly disputed beliefs, network spokes-
man Colby May saysTrinity’ spopul ar-
ity speaksfor itself.

“Just ook at the Nielsen numbers,”
May said.“| don'tthink we' reout of the
mainstream.”

Falcone, the Salvadoran immigrant,
picksand choosesfrom Trinity’ ssched-
ule." Youthrow away everythingthat’s
not good, and pay attentionif you think
itwill build up your faith,” shesaid.

As TBN approaches the Hispanic
market, it is expected to tread lightly
around the Roman Catholic roots of
many in its target audience, trying to
appeal to both Protestants and Catho-
lics.

“They’ll have to be very careful,”
Sanchez-Walshsaid. “ But thisisahuge
market for them, and it'sgrowing.”

Hispanicsin the United States have
indeed become more religiously di-
verse over the past two decades, saic
TomW. Smith of the National Opinion
Research Center at the University of
Chicago.
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