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commentary

from our viewpoint...

Governor race provides
a real choice for voters

Thoughthecandidatesarescurryingtowardthecenter asfast asthey
can, Kansanswill have areal choicewhen they votefor governor this
fall.

Ontheleft isKathleen Sebelius, aswell financed and ready for the
fray asany Democrat can beinthisstate. Daughter of agovernor, daugh-
ter-in-law of amuch-bel oved congressman, shehasproven herself asa
candidate again and again.

Ms. Sebeliusclaimsshe'sa“fiscal conservative,” but she pointedly
hasn’t taken the no-more-taxes pledge, and she’s pushed her support
for social programs.

And maybe she'snot al that liberal for aDemocrat, but she knows
she hasthe support of that wing of the party. Who elsedo they haveto
votefor?

So Kathy Sebelius has been moving toward the middle and talking
about her strong support for public schools. She'sbuilt astrong record
as stateinsurance commissioner, and she thinks she’'s earned the right
to step up.

On theright, we have Tim Shallenburger, a Baxter Springs banker
whoisjust finishing hisfirst term as statetreasurer.

Shallenburger has been a darling of the GOP's conservative wing
since hewas speaker of the House, but lately he’s making himself out
tobeamoderate. But hehastaken, and repeated, theno-tax pledge. And
he meansit.

Shallenburger says the state needs to rethink the way it finances
schools, the biggest chunk of the budget, and outlinea* basic” educa-
tionitwill fund for all students.

To start things off, he sayshe'll cut the budget at the governor’s of -
ficeby 10 percent and makeitwork. Hesaysthere'sstill wastetocutin
state government.

Both candidateshave proven themsel vesin theminor leagues. Now
they’ ve been called up for thefall campaign.

Andwhilethey’ reboth movingtothecenter sofastthat acollisionis
likely, therereally aredifferences. Sebeliusis pro-choice on abortion,
while Shallenburger isanti. Sebeliuswon’t say shewon’t raise taxes,
whileShallenburger vowshewon't. Sebeliusmost likely will grow state
government while Shallenburger would fight to shrink it.

Sebeliusisfor better government, while Shallenburger isfor less
government. And while Sebeliusisthought to bethefront-runner after
waltzing unopposed through the Democratic primary, it's still along
timeuntil November.

Kansanshaveaway of looking past acandidate’smoney. They vote
how they vote, and it’shard to tell how thisonewill turn out.

The Topeka press crowd never thought Shallenburger had achance
against the Republican moderatesin the primary. Now that he’'swon,
they'restill not surewhat to make of him.

Thereportersare part of the system in Topeka, and like most people
there, theideaof spending cuts makesthem nervous.

Butif thereisonething Kansansagreeon, it’stheideathat they don’t
want to pay any moretaxes. The pollsmakethat, at |east, clear.

And if peoplereally believe that, then thismight be arace. It'll be
interesting. — Steve Haynes

Letter Policy

The Goodland Daily News encourages and wel comes letters from
readers. L etters should be typewritten, and must include atel ephone
number and asignature. Unsigned letterswill not be published. Form
letters will be rejected, as will letters deemed to be of no public
interest or considered offensive. We reserve the right to edit letters
for length and good taste. We encourage letters, with phone num-
bers, by e-mail to: <daily @nwkansas.com>.
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This is more work than you can imagine

| don’t know about you, but writing a weekly
columnismorework than you would imagine.

Thehardest partismakingyourself sit downand
doit!

Ideasarefairly easy to comeby — if you area
people watcher, a nature observer, a great idea
person, etc.

But subject matter isharder for those of uswho
areloners. We haveto be careful not to get tooin-
trospective; no onewantsto read acolumn about
your deepest inner thoughts.

So hereit istime for another column, and my
mind is blank. | guess that’s what’s known as
writer’sblock.

Looking out my office window, | see abeauti-
ful, windlessday (ararity inKansas) whichiscall-
ing meto beout inthesun.

However, my sensible side (isit right-brain or
left-brain?) isarguing, “Now you know that it's

Put politics

Many Democrats suspect that President Bush
has cynically structured the Irag debate to help
Republicansin November, but they should remem-
ber: Bush is betting his presidency — and U.S.
world|eadership— onagood outcomeof hislraq
policy.

This being so, members of Congress of both
parties— and Bush— should put politicsasideand
approach coming decisions as perhaps the most
crucia they will ever make aselected officials.

Bush needsto rekindl e the bipartisan spirit that
prevailed immediately after the Sept. 11 attacks,
share as much information as possible with Con-
gressandtakeadvicefrom Congressional leaders.

And Congressional Demaocrats need to assume
that Bushisactingingoodfaithby askingfor avote
onlragbeforetheel ection—andthey shouldgive
himoneunlessthereisacompellingreasonnot to.

Ontheother hand, if it’sgenuinely necessary to
takelonger reachingadecision, Bushshould agree
to the vote during a post-el ection lame-duck ses-
sion.

AsSenateMgjority L eader ThomasDaschle(D-
S.D.) saidlast week, “ Thereare skepticsout there
whowonder about the politicization of thisissue.”

Arethereever. Daschle professed not to beone
of them, but plenty of other Democrats — some
closetoDaschle—accuseBushof timinghislraq
reguest to deflect attention from economicissues
that might benefit Democrats, focus attention on
national security issuesthat aid Republicansand
provide himself with alikely big Congressional
victory shortly beforethe election.

“It’svery crass, but very smart,” oneDemocratic
staffer said. “| wouldn't be surprised to see Bush
make a speech to a joint session of Congressin
Octaober, ask Congressto stay in town for avote
and beginorderingtroop deploymentsjust after we
go hometo campaign.”

Daschle said in a press briefing Thursday that
the timing of a Senate vote on Iraq could depend
not only on Congress’ getting answersto serious
questions about Irag policy, but also on Bush's
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goingtobeway toowarmtostay outthere!” | could
sit onthe porch swing and read.

Theswingsitsintheshade, but al thereistolook
at isastruggling lawn, aworn-out privacy fence,
andatreethat needstrimming. Not agreat inspira-
tional view.

My mind continuesto argue: “You could move
theswing outsidethefence, soyou’ dhavemoreto
see.” But that woul d createanother set of problems.

A privacy fenceisto giveyou privacy, right?

Moving outside of it exposes you to neighbors
and carsthat drive by, or dogs roaming the neigh-
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ability to attract international support.

Thissuggeststhat Daschlecould belookingfor
ways to delay the vote until after the election —
that is, heintendsto paliticizeit, too.

That shouldn’t happen for two reasons: Iraq is
too important for either sideto play politicswith
it. Andit’snot at all clear that Democratscan’twin
in November by handling the Iraq i ssue asamat-
ter of conscience — and still emphasizing their
differenceswith Bush on domesticissues.

Indeed, last week HouseMinority L eader Rich-
ard Gephardt (D-Mo.) advised hisCaucustodojust
that — and pointed out that in 1990, Republicans
lost 12 House seats during Bush's father’s troop
buildup for the Persian Gulf War.

Whether or not Bush timed an Iraq votefor po-
litical effect, there’ sencouraging evidencethat he
hasbeenlisteningtocriticswhourgedhimtomake
abetter publiccasefor hispolicy, ask Congressfor
avote and seek international support.

Administration officials began sharing secret
intelligenceon I ragi weaponry with Congresslast
week. Bush is consulting allies and will make a
major speech thisweek to the United Nations.

If he'swise, he'll go beyond that and, heeding
advice from Democrats such as Daschle and
former United Nations Ambassador Richard
Holbrooke, seek aU.N. Security Council resolu-
tion backing hispolicy.

AccordingtoHolbrookeand President Clinton’s
former deputy national security adviser, James
Steinberg, Bush should seek what amountsto a
U.N. ultimatum to Saddam Hussein: submit to
immediate and thorough weaponsinspections—
“anytime, anyplace” — or face military action.
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ANY QUESTIONS ?
RAISE YOUR HAND

borhood. Andgivingtheappearanceof having noth-
ing better to do wouldn’t betoo great. Besides my
legs fall asleep after awhile when | sit on that
wooden swing, so | know | wouldn’t be out there
long enough to warrant the effort to open the patio
door to get there, | et alone movethe swing and get
all sweaty.

Isn’t rationalization wonderful ? Itisjust mental
gymnasticstojustify what youwanttodointhefirst
place.

I’d rather sitinside whereit's cool, read a gooc
book, sip on acup of teaand be at peace with my-
self and God.

So what am | doing at this computer — writing
another one of those boring columns— which no
onewill want to read anyway? Duty, | guess. But
today duty seemsal ot likework, and | haven't com-
pletely recovered fromall thework | didn’tdoyes-
terday on Labor Day!

aside for Iraq debate

Steinberg, now at the BrookingslInstitution, saic
inaninterview that he's confident that, with skill-
ful diplomacy, Bushcouldwinsuchavote, substan:
tially strengthening his hand both at home anc
abroad.

And, as Holbrooke has argued — along witt
former Secretary of State James Baker — even i
China or Russia cast a veto, Bush would pick u
international goodwill and some alliesby making
theeffort.

Daschleindicated last Thursday that hissuppor
for military actionagainst Iraqmight becontingen
onaSecurity Council resolutionliketheoneBush's
father secured before the 1991 Persian Gulf War.

But Democrats should not allow Chinaor Rus
siatostandintheway of U.S. action, assumingtha
Bush can make a convincing case that “regime
change’ inlragisinAmerica svital interest.

Without putting his military strategy up for de
bate, Bush also should at least consider the views
of experts— such as the Brookings Institution’s
Michael O’ Hanlon — who argue that assembling
alarge force of 250,000 or more troops would be
more likely to intimidate Iragi forcesinto surren-
der than asmall force of 50,000, as called for by
many hawks.

Some of Bush's supporters in the media have
started to disparage Democrats for raising “ob:
stacles” inthe path of Bush’swar policy by asking
guestions.

But what's at issue here iswhether this country
shouldwageitsfirst pre-emptivewar and what the
consequenceswill be. It'ssoseriousthat it requires
everyoneinvolvedtoactinthenation’shighestin-
terest.

Morton Kondracke is executive editor of Roll
Call, the newspaper of Capitol Hill.

berry's world

SAY AGAIN'
_ YOU'RE BREAKING
UP.
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