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commentary

from other pens...

Denying education
IS short-sighted view

The Topeka Capital Journal on educating children of illegal im-
migrants:

DespiteaU.S. Supreme Court ruling that forbidsit, at | east one can-
didate running for the State Board of Educationwould liketo deny the
children of illegal immigrants accessto public education.

How short-sighted and mean-spirited.

ConnieMorris, herself ateacher, saysthe cost of educating the chil-
dren of illegal immigrantsis draining state dollars. The St. Francis
Republican has no opposition in the November election.

Thankfully, shedoesn’t speak for every educator.

Milt Pippenger, superintendent at Garden City, deals with many
immigrantsin hisdistrict...

Pippenger, however, doesn’t worry about whether they arelegal or
illegal.

“Fromamoral standpoint, | oweit to educateevery youngster living
inmy district,” hesaid. “ They have no control over what their circum-
stancesare.”

Exactly...

Raceand citizenship aside, childrenwho grow up without an educa-
tiongetintotroublethat coststhe statefar moreto correct than provid-
ing an education does...

Barring children of illegal immigrants access to public schoolsis
wrong. It makes the children pay for the sins of their parents, and it
smacks of racism.

TheGarden City Telegram on Ad Astra statue:

Twoitemsout of Topekacan|eavereasonablepeoplescratchingtheir
heads.

Thefirstisthat work iscontinuing on erectinga21-foot, 3-tonstatue,
called“AdAstra’ atop the Statehouse dome...

It’sapparently theonly sacred cow in Gov. Bill Graves' effort to pay
thestate'shills...

And the news doesn’t get any better. The other item paints a bleak
revenue picture. Tax collections from July 1...through Aug. 31 were
nearly $37 million short of projectionsmadeby state official sand uni-
versity economistsin March...

Loca governmentsthat rely on staterevenuesto support their needs
arerighttowonder about theseeming arroganceof thegovernor to push
the statue project through...

Budget cuts affect citizens directly, in shelved projects or reduced
services. It means Kansans, who are paying morein salestaxesto fi-
nancegovernment services, will wait longer or gowithout. It’shardto
imaginemany K ansansendorsing thestatueproject whilepayingmore
togetless.

It’snot that anybody hasany real problemwith theproject. It hasits
merits and will no doubt be amore attractive el ement atop the State-
house than the 1,000-watt light bulb that’sthere now.

But thetiming couldn’t beworse.

When peoplefacetoughtimesthey makesacrifices, andluxury items
arethefirst to go. The statue isn’t a necessity right now, other things
are. Themoney’s needed el sewhere.
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Ronald Collinswasn’t watching theround-the-
clock coverage of the Sept. 11 anniversary. He
wasn't reflecting on how he has changed, or how
Americahas changed, or how al of usarelearn-
ingto*“ cope’ and*“ survive” (including, of course,
thosewhoweren’t anywhere near New York City
or Washington, much lesstouched by the attacks
themselves). Collinswasn't losing himself inthe
gauzy, lo-mo TV imagesof the Starsand Stripes
rippling in the breeze above ground zero.

“l can’'t focuson it,” hesaid. “I don’t have no
choice.”

Collinswas sitting alone at aworktable in the
stateemployment office at the corner of Turk and
Franklin streetsin San Francisco. Nearby, people
waitedquietly inlinetotaketheir placeat thedozen
or so computers, on which they could check job
listings and download applications. Some were
writing cover |ettersand resumes. Onalong desk
at the far wall, folks were hunched over the free
phones, followinguponinterviewsand settingup
new ones.

Collins, 42, hasn't found muchwork sinceearn-
ing hisbusdriver’slicense morethan ayear ago.
Hemovesfurniturewhen thecrew needsan extra
man. Hedirectscarsinto parking spacesat Candle-
stick Park during 49ers games. Nothing regular.
In early September last year, he had been inter-
viewing at San Francisco International Airport to
drivethe busbetween theterminal sand thelong-
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term parkinglot.

“1 was about to get thejob, and then everything
went kaput,” hesaid, lookingupfromasmall stack
of papers.

Hewasfilling out afax cover sheet with an ap-
plication to Oakland International Airport. There
isajob opening for ashuttledriver. “You learnto
takeit oneday at atime,” hesaid.

| can’t say for certainwhy | ended up at theem-
ployment office talking to Collins. | guess | was
looking for a counterbalance to the endless Sept.
11 commemorations and self-reflections, which
had begun to seem not so muchreverent assimply
indulgent, asort of emotional gluttony.

Itwasbeginningtoremind meof how peoplecan
spend hoursevery week with apsychiatrist exam-
ining every nuance of their childhoodsin order to
become “whole” or to find their “true selves.”
Thereis nothing wrong with this. | havetried it a
bit myself. But you can pretty much bet suchfolks
aren’t squeezing thesetherapy sessionsinbetween
the Laundromat and the unemployment line.
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hings are now

Inother words, suchan extravagant commitment
of timeand energy belongstothosewho haveplenty
of bothto spare. Collinsdoesn’t. Evenif heowned
atelevision, hesaidhewouldn’'t bewatchingtoday.

“1 don’'t havethat luxury,” he said, putting down
his pen for aminute. “ That’s taking in too much
negativestuff. | have enoughto deal withasitis.

Despitethel ndiansummer weather, Collinswore
ared ski jacket over ablack, hooded sweatshirt. He
kept them on eveninsidethe employment office, 8
habit developed in the homeless shelters he fre-
guents. Last month, he lept at Mother Brown's, &
shelterin San Francisco’sBayview-HuntersPoint.
Now he's staying mostly at a drop-in center near
City Hall.

Whenhethinksabout last Sept. 11, it still doesn’t
seem quitereal to him.

Hethoughtitwasfakeat first,“ somehighdrame
togetratings.” Hewasscared, likeeverybody el se.
But hehadtomoveon. Thefear and uncertainty that
fill hislifehavetodowithfindingajoband aplace
tolive. Thereislittleroom|eft over forworriesabout
terrorist attacks.

“Thisisthe way things are now,” he said with &
light shrug. “What happened last year, happened.
Nothingl candoaboutit. Nothingl candotochange
it. | haveto keepongoing.”

Joan Ryanisa columnist for the San Francisco
Chronicle. Send comments to her e-mail at
joanryan@sfgate.com.

A year since Sept. 11

Theanniversary of the Sept. 11terrorist attacks
hascomeand gone, and it might beagood ideato
see how theworld has changed in the past year.

Honestly, there's not much change. People are
still people. Better columniststhan mehavewrit-
tenabouttheproliferation of flagsintheweeksand
monthsfollowing the attacks, many of which are
now storedinbasementsandattics, only toseelight
on holidays.

Many have commented that the events“which
will changetheworldforever,” seemtobefalling
further from our mindsevery day.

It's been pointed out that there was a period of
about amonth where peoplewould smile at their
neighborsand strangersonthestreet, but now most
folksseem ascrusty asever.

Tragiceventscomeand go, and except for those
whowereimmediately touched, most peoplesoon
put them out of their mindsand go about their nor-
mal lives.

Thereweregatheringsand activitiesonthellth,
including somegood onesright herein Goodland,
but | predict that in afew years they won't bring
any more attention than Veteran's Day — impor-
tant to afew, but ignored by the mgjority.

I don'tknow if it'ssad or not, but itistheway of
theworld. Lifegoeson.

Thereisonechangethat scaresme, though. The
government’ seffortsto prevent another attack are
bordering on creating apolice state.

Therewasaproposed program after theattacks
called TIPS (the acronym escapes me) which
wouldhavecreated anetwork of spiesandinform-
ersof normal citizens, especially thosewithaccess
to people’s houses like repair men and construc-
tion workers. These citizens would be paid for
gathering information about “ suspicious’ activi-
ties.

Soundsfamiliar. | think | heard of somethinglike
it behind the iron curtain. 1t's been blocked, for
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now, but some yammerhead congressman will
proposeit, or anidentical cousin, sometimeagain.
It might even passnext time.

Folksin Goodland were upset when neighbors
wereturning in neighborsfor watering violations
last month. Imagineif making aderogatory com-
ment about agovernment plan could mark you as
aterrorist. That would beareal police state.

Six weeksafter theattacks, Congresspassedthe
ironically named Patriot Act, which givesfederal
law enforcement officers unprecedented powers
to tap phones and monitor the Internet, and gave
the FBI the power to force bookstores and librar-
iesto give up the names of their customers.

Some congressmen said, moreor less, “Oh, we
just need that for alittlewhile, you know, just un-
til we catch theterrorists.”

| guess they never heard that there is nothing
more permanent than atemporary emergency.

Two American citizens are being held by the
government, not for committing acrime, but be-
cause they are suspected of terrorist activities.
They aren’'tallowedtocall their lawyers, andtheir
stay isindefinite. Theexecutivebranch of our gov-
ernment is claiming the power to grab and ques-
tionanyonethey suspect of collaboratingwithter-
rorists, andthejudicia branchisbeingtoldtobutt
out. Doesthis scare any one else but me?

Thereisan editor of one of our sister newspa
pers, anintelligent man | havealot of respect for.
Heisn'ttoo concerned about what thegovernment
isdoing. Hesaid that heiswillingto give up civil
libertiesif it meansliveswill be safeguarded.
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Heisolder, wiser and smarter than me, but heis
dead wrong. Giving too much power to any group,
including our government, ismoredangerousthar
terroristsever could be.

L et’ssay, for thesakeof argument, that thosewhc
represent usare all angel swho would never abuse
their power. When they leave office, who isgoing
to replace them? Ordinary men and women. Not
evil, just people.

Giveany person, or group, unlimited power, and
they are going to make changesfor what they con-
sider thebetter. Their better might beal ot different
thanyoursor mine. Stalinwanted tomaketheworlc
better for himself. Hitler wantedto maketheworlc
better for aselect few.

The worst tyrants seized power after an emer-
gency, when the people let the government take
their freedoms so they could have security. So by
giving up civil liberties, the American people are
inviting atyrant to take over.

It'sascary world. We haveto deal with anthrax,
AIDS; terrorists, murders, forest fires, con artists
rapes, virusesof all shapesand sizes, child molest-
ersand all manner of other horriblethings. But we
aregrownups. Wecan' t hidebehind mama sapron,
and we shouldn’t turn to the government as a sur-
rogate father.

Theattacksweretragic, yes. They werehorrible
and such things should never have happened. But
theway to deal with themisnot to giveup our lib-
erties.

Weshould remember thosewhoweremurdered,
and honor them as victims. We should nhot let our
government usethem asbargai ning chipsfor more
power.

berry’s world
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VI KNEW THAT 1. HAD ‘'MADE \T,'
WHEN THEY PROMOTED ME TO
OF INCOMPETENCE..”




