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at noon

Today
* Sunset, 6:51 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 6:32 a.m.
* Sunset, 6:49 p.m.

Midday Conditions

* Soil Temperature 65 degrees
* Humidity 34 percent
+ Sky mostly sunny
+ Winds north 24-30 m.p.h.
* Barometer 29.93 inches

and rising
* Record High 99° (1935
* Record Low 32° (1971)

Last 24 Hours*

High 71°
Low 34°
Precipitation trace

Northwest Kansas Forecast

Tonight: mostly clear, low lower
40s, wind northwest 10-20 m.p.h.
Tomorrow: mostly sunny, high upper
70s, low mid 40s winds west 5-15
m.p.h.

Extended Forecast
Saturday: partly sunny, high mid
70s, low lower 40s. Sunday: partly
cloudy, high lower 70s. Monday:
partly cloudy with slight chance of

thunderstorms, hugh near 70.
(National Weather Service)

Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon

Wheat — $4.46 bushel
Posted county price — $4.44
Loan deficiency payment — 0¢
Corn — $2.64 bushel
Posted county price — $2.47
Loan deficiency payment — 0¢
Milo — $2.34 bushel
Soybeans — $4.95 bushel
Posted county price — $5.16
Loan deficiency payment — 0¢
Millet — $13.00 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $10.60 cwt.
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Confection current — $17/$7 cwt.
Pinto beans — $25
(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Sigco
Sun, Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )
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Bush wants
to use force

WASHINGTON — President
Bush asked Congress today for
authority touse“al meanshe de-
terminestobeappropriate, includ-
ingforce” todisarmand overthrow
Iraq’ sSaddamHussein, sayingthe
United Stateswill takeactiononits
own if the U.N. Security Council
balks.

The president sent to Capitol
Hill his proposed wording for a
resolution that would give him
such broad war-makingauthority.
Hetold reportersin the Oval Of-
ficethatthepower touseforcewas
al-important. “ If youwanttokeep
the peace, you' ve got to have the
authorization to use force,” he
said.

The president immediately be-
gantryingtobuild support for the
proposed resol utionthat hewants
Congress to approve before law-
makers go home to campaign for
theNov. 5 elections.

Handgun found In old parking lot

By Doug Stephens
The Goodland Daily News

A rusted handgun wasfound buried
in concrete at the southwest corner of
13th Street and Main, thefuturesite of
People’s State Bank.

A construction crew wasdiggingup
concrete when they unearthed the re-
volver. They took it to the Sherman
County Sheriff, DougWhitson, on Fri-
day.
The .32-caliber revolver is covered
inrust andismissing pieces, including
thecylinder and thegrip. Whitsonsaid
heisn't even sure of the make and
model, but he thinks it might be a
Herrington and Richards six-shot.

The sheriff said he isworking with
Ray Smee, the Goodland Police Chief,
tofind outwhentheconcretewasorigi-
nally poured, and they will then check
to seeif any crimesinvolving agun
happened around that time.

If therewasacrimefromthat era, the
gunwill besent toalabtofind out al
they canabout it. Whitson saidthemost
thelab would probably be ableto find
wouldbetheserial number, and maybe

not even that.

“It's is pretty sorry condition,”
Whitsonsaid.“It'sbeeninconcretefor
awhile.”

Right now, the sheriff said heisjust
going to hang on to it and find out all
hecan. Hesaiditisapretty unusual situ-
ation.

“There'sonly onereason | canthink
of to bury agunin concrete,” he said,
“andthat’sto hideit.”

Information from the Sherman
County Historical Society says the
building at 1302 Main started out as a
filling station in 1926, but was remod-
eled after an explosionin 1946 and was
torn down and rebuilt in 1959 after a
semi-trailerrigcrashedintothebuilding.

Jerry Nemechek, city building in-
spector, said heischeckingtoseeif old
records show if concrete was laid in
1959.

Whitson said he may never find out
where the gun came from, but thereis
awaysachance.

“We're taking this seriously,” he
said. “We'll do our best to find out
whereit camefrom.”

Hospital cuts costs
ONn computer system

The Goodland Regional Medical
Center board negotiated adeal withthe
provider of anew information system
at aspecial meetingat noonTuesday in
the board room at the hospital .

Hospital Administrator Jay Jolly said
the board approved the system at the
|ast meeting, but aspecial meetingwas
needed to hammer out the detailswith
the company.

Thecost of someof thehardwarewas
knocked down, Jolly said, along with
sometraining and installation fees.

Theboard had chosenthe$1 million
computer information system, the
SiemansMedical System4,inAugust,
although some board members were
concerned about the cost.

The hospital has $245,000 in tax
credits and $100,000 from the county

and somemoney saved, but sofar only
has $450,000 total for the system

Jolly toldtheboard thesystemwould
savethe hospital money over thelong
term. Itwill helpwithavoidingbilling
errorsandduplicatingrecords, hesaid,
aswell ashelpabideby thenew Health
Insurance Portability and A ccountabil -
ity (HIPA)Act. Thelaw, passedtocrack
downonfraudinhealthcare, considers
repeated billing errors as possible
fraud, Jolly said.

Theadministrator said heisgladthe
deal ismoving along.

“Wearepleasedweareabletomove
aheadandimprovehospital patientcare
in our community,” Jolly said.

Theboard will hold aregular meet-
ing at 6:30 p.m. Monday in the
hospital’sboard room.

Cattletrail Avenue opens;
width change questioned

By Doug Stephens
Goodland Daily News
With Cattletrail Avenue
having opened Tuesday,
three years of state high-
way construction isfin-
ished, and while the city
manager is happy the
roads are open, he has
somequestionsabout how
thefinal street waslaid.
Cattletrail from 16thto
19th streetsis four feet
narrower across than the
plans stated, City Man-
ager Ron Pickman said.

Two feet ismissing from
each side of the street, he
said.

Measurements by The
Goodland Daily News staff show
Cattletrail north of 16th Streetisabout
24 feet across. Between 15th and 16th,
which was not replaced, the streetisa
littlemore than 20 feet across.

The street is still wide enough for
traffic, Pickmansaid, hisconcernisthat
theplanswerechanged without check-
ing with the city. The project was split
betweenthecity andthestate, Pickman
said, and Goodland's share was
$175,000.

TheKansasDepartment of Transpor-
tation wasin charge of the project, and
Ritchie Paving wasthe primecontrac-
tor.

Pickman said he has sent aletter to
thestateengineersaskingwhy theroad
isnarrower than planned.

“Our biggest problemisthat it was
changed andthey never asked usabout
it,” Pickmansaid. “ Theroadworksthe
way itisand most peoplewould never
know the difference, but we helped
with the design plans, so weknow.”

The city also has questions about
some curbsaong the street.

Pickman said they are not cut cor-
rectly. Itislikeapieceismissingatthe
back, he said, and the city isworried

A sport utility vehicle crossed over the railroad
track on Cattletrail. The road was opened Tues-
day. Photo by Doug Stephens/The Goodland Daily News

water might flow into peopl€e' syardsin-
stead of moving along the gutter.

“That isn’t the way we do things
here,” Pickman told the city commis-
sioners Monday.

The department of transportation
hasn’t answered Pickman's | etter yet,
hesaid.

He said the city isn’t angry with the
work, they just want to know why the
planswere changed.

“I"'msuretherewasavery good rea-
son,” hesaid. “We'djust like to know
what it was.”

Pouring concrete on Cattletrail was
the final step of athree years of con-
struction, including repaving K-27
north to the Sherman County line, and
replacing the concrete at the intersec-
tion at U.S. 24 and K-27. Separate
projectsincluded putting in anew ad-
ditiontoWyomingat U.S. Business24
and paving part of 19th Street, and re-
moving the old “wy€e” on Cherry Av-
enue.

Pickman said even though he has
some concerns about Cattletrail, heis
glad theroad is open.

“It’s nice to have all our streets
again,” hesaid.
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The Sherman County Sheriff’'s Department provided a picture of a gun itis trying to find information about. It
was found Friday buried in concrete at 1302 Main.

(GGood Samaritan needs
money to Improve floors

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Daily News

Phillip Samuel son, director of Good
Samaritan Center, asked the Sherman
County Commissionersfor assistance
inimproving thefloorsat the center to
meet the state health department re-
quirements.

Samuelson said the center was re-
cently resurveyed by astate healthin-
spector, andtherewerethreepointsthat
they were knocked down for. He said
thestateisunhappy with the condition
of some of the windows, the carpet is
not up to standard and the flooring in
the kitchen has burn marks and the
seamsare coming up.

Hesaidthepersonfromthestatewas
anew environmental inspector. Hesaid
theinspector said hewould beback in
about three weeksto seewhat was be-
ing done on these items, but that until
they are satisfied the center cannot ad-
mit any new residents. Currently there
are55residents, and thevacanciescan
befilled as soon as the state approves
theplansfor solvingthethreeproblems
they have cited the center for.

Samuelson said he has beenin con-
sultation with his corporate officeand
they areproposingto doacombination
of tileand carpetinthehallways, wood
laminate flooring in the activity area
andtileinthekitchen.

The carpet would be purchased
throughthecorporateoffice, but thetile
and wood flooring would be done
throughlocal bids, Samuelsontoldthe
commissioners.

Heestimated thecost of thecarpet at
$20,000 andthetileandwoodflooring
at $15,000. These probably do no in-
cludeingtallationhesaid, and estimated
thetotal cost of the project at $45,000.

Samuel son said thewindow project
would probably have to wait until
spring, andthereweresomethingsthey
coulddotokeepthem cleanand satisfy
thestate’ sobjectionsuntil thewindows
can bereplaced next year.

The commissioners asked County
Clerk Janet Rumpel how much money
has been set asidefor the center main-
tenance. Shesaid therearethreefunds
with money earmarked for the center
with atotal of about $54,650. Shesaid

$16,000 of that hasbeen set asideas e
carryover for next year so the amount
available for the various projects is
about $38,000.

Thecommissionerstold Samuel son
they would take his request under ad-
visement and | et him know how much
they could contribute to the flooring
project keeping the window projectin
mind for next year.

Commissioner Chuck Frankenfeld
asked Samuel sonif thecenter had been
having any concerns about overnight
staffing. Samuel sonsaidtherearetimes
when there are afew astwo peopleon
duty between 10 p.m. and 6 am.

“We plan to have one nurse and two
certified nurses aides on duty during
that time, but if onecallsinlatewecan
beleftwithonlytwo,” headmitted. “ We
areworking to keep ahead of this bet-
ter,andarecallingin pool peoplewher
possible.”

After Samuelson left the commis-
sioners decidedto approve$15,000to-
ward the flooring project based on the
ideathey will be using local vendors
where possible.

By Doug Stephens
The Goodland Daily News

The statue of the KansaIndian to
beput onthestatecapitol dome, “Ad
Astra,” will be on display in Good-
land from 8 to 10 a.m. Saturday at
1121 Main.

Richard Bergen from Salinaisthe
sculptor of the statue. His daughter,
Lori Bergen, called the Sherman
County Convention and Visitors
Center on Wednesday to let them
know thestatuewascomingthrough,
and to ask where it might be dis-
played.

The 20-foot, 6,000-pound bronze
statueisonitsway to Topeka. Theart-
ist is bringing it from Loveland,
Colo., where it was completed.
Bergen will stay the night in Good-
land. His daughter said she thought
it would be fitting for the peoplein
thefirst county seat in Kansasto be
thefirst to seethe statue.

Donna Price of the convention
center agreed.

“Thisiswonderful,” shesaid.“We
aregoingtobethefirst. Thisisagreat
opportunity to see the statue close
up.”

Former State Sen. BenVidricksen
from Salinaplansto bein Goodland
to welcome the statue to the state.
Lori Bergen said she hopesthedis-
play drawsabig crowd.

proud of what he'sdone.”

Topeka.

“Mydadisreally giddy. He sacting likeanew father,”
shesaid. “It'sbeen alabor of lovefor 14 years, and he's

In 1984 the Kansas |egidlature passed a bill to begin
choosing a subject and artist for the scul pture. Bergen
won the commission in 1988. He got theideafor aNa-
tive American subject in general through drawings by
school children, andfor aKansalndianspecifically when
hefound out theKansa, or Kaw, tribeusedtolivearound

The name of the sculpture is derived from the state

Dome statue on display Saturday

motto, “Ad Astra per

Aspera,” whichisLatinfor
\ “To the stars through diffi-
culties.”

The Kansa’'s arrow is
pointed at the north star,
whichBergen hassaidinin-
terviews indicates the
state’s goals of good gov-
ernment. Thescul pturerep-
resents all the peoplein
Kansas, hesaid, becausehe
isaiming highand shooting
for the best.

The state capitol was
originally designed in the
1860s and was meant to
have a statue on top. The
first designs called for a
sculpture of a Greek God-
dess, but that plan was
scrappedintheearly 1900s.
There have been recent
battles in the legislature
whether the sculpture
should be put up, but Gov.
Bill Graves, along-time
supporter of the idea,
pushed the plan through.

Bergen isstill trying to
raise money for the costs of

Ad Astra, a statue of a Kansa Indian to be
placed onthe Capitol building in Topeka, will

be in Goodland on Saturday.

tal, shesaid, and there are other ways peopl e can support
theproject. About $1 million wasneeded to cast themain
statue, modify the cupola atop the dome, reinforce the
structureto handletheweight of the statueand lift it into
placefor mounting.
far has comethrough private donations, she said.

Price said thisisaunique opportunity for peopleto see
the statue. Although there will be a 6-foot replica on the
grounds, on Saturday peoplecan seethe20-footer closeup.

“Itwill beontop of thecapitol,” shesaid. “Never again
will people be ableto get asclosetoit ason Saturday.”

constructing the statue, his
daughter said. They will be
selling $125 personalized
bricksat aplazaat the capi-

All themoney raised for the statue so




