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Independent majority
has parties scrambling

Democrats have been told in anew book that thereisan * emerging
Democratic majority.” Republican strategists are scrambling to make
surethat doesn’t happen.

The most dramatic political trend over the past few decades, how-
ever, hasbeen therapid growth of independents.

“There' snorealignment,” said conservativepolitical analystMarshall
Wittmann. “ There'sdealignment.”

The independents have increased to 17 percent in the states where
votershavetoregister their afiliation. In 2000 exit polls, 27 percent of
voters described themselves asindependents.

In pollsthisyear by the Pew Research Center for the People & the
Press, 39 percent described themselves asindependents. About three
in 10 in those same polls described themselves as Democrats; about
the same number said they were Republicans.

“The movement over the last three decades has been a movement
away fromthe Democratic Party towardindependents, and somemove-
ment toward the Republican Party inthe South and away from Repub-
licans toward independents outside the South,” said Curtis Gans, di-
rector of the Committee for the Study of the American Electorate.

Democrats and Republicans are as evenly matched in polls on the
2002 congressional races asthey werein the 2000 presidential race.

While Democrats are working hard to hang on to their one-vote lead
inthe Senateand regain control of theHousethiselection, their activists
got asoothing message in recent weeks from authors Ruy Teixeiraand
John B. Judis, intheir new book “ The Emerging Democratic Mg ority.”

Their book explainsingreat detail how Democrats have done better
with minorities, women and professionalsand appear well positioned
tobuildamajority fromanincreasingly sophisticated, diverseand cen-
trist electorate.

Wittmann callsit “literary Viagra” for cautious Democrats.

Judis,aNew Republiceditor andwriter, and Teixeira(pronounced Te-
sherra), afrequent writer onvoting trends, explained recently at aforum
how the domestic issuestend to favor the Democrats. They point to Bill
Clinton’spresidential electionvictoriesinthe1990sandAl Gore'sabil-
ity to get the bigger popular votein 2000 despite [osing the presidency.

“History isworking against them,” Teixeirasaid of Republicans. He
acknowledged thegrowth of independents, but said when pushed they
|ean toward supporting aparty.

“Itisasimplisticassumption... that different segmentsof thepopul a
tionwhich havetraditionally supported Democratswill continueto go
blindly with the Democratic Party,” Republican National Committee
spokesman Jim Dyke said. Republican programsin areas like educa-
tion, job creationandtax relief appeal tovotersfromall groups, hesaid.

President Bush’spoalitical strategists, led by Karl Rove, haveworked
on broadening the Republican base, with aspecial emphasison build-
ing supportamongwomen, labor groupsand thefast-growing Hispanic
population.

Polls have suggested Bush is popular with Hispanics, though it's
unclear if that appeal will benefit Republicansfurther down theticket.

University of Virginiapolitical scientist Larry Sabato saysthetheory
about the Democrats’ growth isintriguing, but he’s not convinced.

“They assume Republicanswill not be able to broaden their appeal
tominorities,” hesaid. “ They assumethat professional swho havebeen
switchingto Democratsbecauseof social issueswill continuetodoso.”

Michael Meehan, a senior Democratic adviser, acknowledged the
dominanttrendistowardvoterswhoarenot affiliated with either party.
That hasled both partiesto increase effortsto reach potential votersin
person.

“Westill only havehalf theseatsinthe Senate,” said Meehan.“We're
six seatsdown in the House, and we don’t have the White House.

“Emerging, yes. ... Arewethereyet?No.”

EDITOR SNOTE —WII Lester coverspoliticsand polling for The
Associated Press.
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Remembering the tragedy of Sept. 11

| don’t know about you, but | participated in a
service of remembrancefor September 11, 2001.

| don’'t know that I'll do it every year, but the
catastrophe seemed still too fresh to not remem-
ber. | can't believe it hasbeen awhole year since
thetragedy happened.

| would never want to minimize the hurt that
many families suffered.

Theonly thing | havehad directly affected by it
ismy patriotic pride and my mutual funds. But |
canrecover fromthosethings; Godisstill in con-
trol.

Therehavebeen many heroicandworthy efforts
sparked by meaninglessactsof violence. They are
tobecommended—especially becausethey prove
that human beings can really put their own inter-
estsbehind those of someoneelse. Yet | am skep-
tical of some of them. It seemslike we should be
generous (of our caring and finances) people al
the time, and not just when it's newsworthy. We

“Clear!”

Andabag cameshootingout of theX -ray machine,
flying down the short ramp and slamming into the
stop.

No wonder they haveto warn theworkers.

Welcometo airport security in the first weeks of
the Transportation Security Administration.

Proceduresare obvioudly tighter. Shoesthat used
topassthemetal detector now soundanalarm. More
peoplearebeing searched. Thefact that it'sSept. 14
may affect the security level.

Arriving at the Portland airport Saturday, we
bumped up against the new wave right away. The
skycap said wewereflagged for a“ random security
check” and hadtotakeour bagsinside. Hethought it
was because we' d switched airlines. (We were
booked on Frontier, and moved to United after a
schedule change.)

At the counter, United checked usin and set our
bagsonacart. A skycap took themto the X-ray ma-
chine, set up behind a screen by the front window.
Hetold usto go to the other end.
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need to be realistic with our generosity and hon-
ors.

I’veread many stories of good thingsthat have
transpired since 9-11.

Thisweek | heard about an effort to start afund
for al the people whose birthdays are celebrated
on September 11th. Their celebrationswill forever
be tainted by the images of twin towers burning,
the Pentagon smoking, etc.

So? Many of us have sadness mixed with cel-
ebration - my husband died in a plane crash just
before Mother’s Day. And then afew years | ater,
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An agent grabbed the bag which had comeflying
out of themachine, wary not tobesmacked by thenext
one. Heasked permissiontosearchit, and theowner,
havingnoreal choice, saidyes. Herubbedthebagwith
clothfor theexplosive sniffer, thenwent through the
compartments.

Then he stamped the baggage tag.

“Clear!”

Wham!

Our first bag cameflying out, followed by theother
three, smashing into one another.

“Arethey trying to break everything?’ | asked.

An agent stamped our tags and stacked our bag on
acart, then compared our I1D to thetags.

Thanks for support of telethon

Tothe Editor:

I’msending ahuge*thanks” to Goodlandforits
generous support of the Muscular Dystrophy As-
sociationon Labor Day weekend! Becauseof your
help, our MDA Telethon raised a record
$58,276,118 in contributions and pledges.

It was heartwarming to see people across the
country - from cel ebritiesto unsung heroes- com-
ingtogether to helpfamiliesaffected by neuromus-
cular diseases. Asour nation marksthefirst anni-
versary of Sept. 11, it's clear that we remain true
to our most cherished values.

| wanttothank younotonly for callinginpledges
to theTelethon broadcast on KAKE, Channel 10,
but for supporting M DA programsthroughout the
year, including Shamrocks Against Dystrophy
sales, MDA Lock-Ups, andFill-the-Boot drivesby
firefighters.

Your support makesit possiblefor MDA tokeep
theenginesrunningat full speed onworldwidere-
search seeking treatmentsand cures. We' vemade
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somany significant gainsinrecent years! Besides
research, your donationsfundother vital programs,
including some 230 clinics, help with medical
equipment and - the favorite of “my kids’ - sum-
mer camp.

If you'd like to get involved with these great
MDA programsyear-round, call your local MDA
office; call our national headquartersat (800) 572-
1717; or visit our Web site at www.mdausa.org.

Goodland, you' rethebest! Thank youfromthe
bottom of my heart!

Jerry Lewis

National Chairman

Muscular Dystrophy Association
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my mother died just before Mother’s Day. My
Mother’s Day will never beenthe sameagain; I'll
always have memories of the way it was, with
wishesthatitweredifferent. Butl’ mnotaone. Any
number of peoplecantell you of similar changesin
their lives. Andthat'swhat they are - “changes.”

Longagol learnedthat theonething | could count
on was change. Many of the changes have been
good, some have not been. But life hasto go on.

Sept 11th was ahorriblething, but the best way
to remember it isto be better for it. Hopefully the
world haslearned somelessonsfromtheevil. If not,
we' redoomedto suffer more— either throughmore
disastersor our own unwillingnessto be taught.

Remembering isfine, ablessing. But weneedtc
remember to do better, totreat each other better, not
just remember sowecankeeponhating. Weall need
tobemoreloving and generousto each other every
day, not just when bad things happen.

Working through those new security checks

“Youcango,” hesaidwithasmile.

| askedif therewasasupervisor tocomplaintoabout
the baggage breaker.

“TheTSA’'sincharge,” hesaid, though hewasstill
wearingtheuniformof asecurity contractor. “ There's
no one here. Our bosses are out wandering around.”

| was steamed enough that | figured I’ d better not
track onedown, lest | wind up in detention.

At thecheckpoint, everyonesmiled, everyonewas
polite, and the search wasthorough. Asl had in Den-
ver afew daysbefore, | had to take my shoes off anc
have my feet scanned with the wand while an agent
flexed and examined my soles.

Everyonewaspolite, askingfor permissiontotouch
and pat, and everyone had a smile and “ have agood
day” for the pattee. It helpsalittle.

At the gate, probably marked as subversives from
Frontier by now, wewereagain pulled out for a“ ran-
dom security check.” More patting, more shoetying.

By the time you get on the plane, you’'re not sure
whether you' re flying home or checking into the
county jail. Theheck of itis, airport security, asfar as
| know, has never caught aterrorist.

Security agentshavecaught plenty of ordinary citi-
zens with nail clippers and, occasionally, aknife or
gun. Plenty of peoplehavebeenhassledfor petty drug
offenses and other minor crimes which otherwise
would never haveturned up.

But you can't say that terrorists haven't been de-
terred. Thelack of outragemay equal success.Andno
onewould disagree with the need for security in this
day and age. Thespecial searches, themetal detectors,
the explosive sniffers, they’reall necessary.

It'sahassle, starttofinish, but | agree, it needstobe
done.

But do they haveto break our luggage?

Whodesignsthesemachines, anyway?Peoplewith-
out much common sense, |’ d say.

It'sgovernment work for sure.

berry’s world

NOBODY W QUR SQUADRON 15
CARRNING THE WEST NWLWE
THING \S SHER

S
—_—

E © 2002 by NEA, Inc. )

WWW,COMICS.com




