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commentary

from other pens...

Washington’s officers
form hereditary society

Thomas Jefferson harbored suspi cionsabout the Society of the Cincin-
nati, deemingitanaffronttothepropositionthat all menarecreatedequal.

Benjamin Franklingrumbledthat the Continental Army officerswho
founded the society in 1783 envisioned not equality but “an order of
hereditary knights.” He proposed the turkey asafittingemblemfor it.

Jefferson, Franklinand othersfretting about the eggshell fragility of
the new government worried that asociety of former military officers,
many of them unpaid and angry, might march the newly independent
nation toward elitist rule, or even monarchy.

Nearly 220 yearslater, Jay Wayne Jackson, the society’s 33rd presi-
dent general in aline stretching back to George Washington, says
history’ sverdict shows"theconcernswerejust not warranted andshould
not have been given serious considerationin the 1780s.”

The society survived to become the nation’s ol dest patriotic organi-
zation. Today it actively supports educational, cultural, literary and
benevolent activitiesthat promoteliberty and constitutional government.

But somethingshaven’t changed.

The society’s 3,600 members are all direct descendants of
Washington's officers, just as its founders intended. Membership is
passed on, generally to the oldest surviving son in each generation,
according to the dictates of primogeniture.

Jackson, an attorney in Hartford, Conn., oweshismembershipto hisde-
scentfrom1st Lt. Nathaniel Morgan, who servedinaConnecticut regiment.

“Wefeel asdescendants of those who made it happen that we have
an obligation to make suretheflameiskept bright,” Jackson said.

That symbolicflameistended at societiesin each of theoriginal 13
states and at national headquarters, a 50-room stone mansion on
Washington’sM assachusettsAvenuedonatedin 1937 by thewidow of
American Ambassador Larz Anderson |11, himself asociety member.

Anderson House displays artifacts and maintains 45,000 books and
papersfocused onthepeopleand eventsof therevol utionary era. Among
its projectsisthe distribution of aclassroom book, “Why Freedomis
Free,” that tell sthe story of the American Revolution.

At hisdeath, Washington believed he had succeeded in eliminating
thesoci ety’ smost troubling features, including hereditary membership.

Lucius Quinticus Cincinnatus was a Roman patriot and landowner
who in the 5th century BC happily returned to the plow after leading
Roman armiesin defending the Republic.

Washingtonwascalledamodern Cincinnatus, ageneral whoresigned
hiscommission at theend of thewar and returned to hisVirginiaplan-
tations, refusing to follow in the long line of victorious generalswho
seized power for themselves.

Yet, theoriginal suspicionswerestrong, causing Franklintoturnhis
legendary humor ontheeagleinsigniadesigned for thesociety by mili-
tary engineer and city planner Pierre L’ Enfant.

The eagle “isabird of bad moral character,” prone to stealing the
dinnersof other birdsand exhibiting astreak of cowardicewhen chal-
lenged, Franklin wrote.

“Heisthereforeby nomeansaproper emblemfor thebraveand hon-
est Cincinnati, who havedriven all the King-birdsfrom our country.”

It would be better, Franklin said, if the society cast out the eagle and
adoptedtheturkey as* amorehonest birdand agenuineAmerican.” While
itistruetheturkey is“alittlevainandsilly,” itisacourageousbird that
would not hesitate to attack an invading British Redcoat, he said.

JamesThomasFlexner, in his 1969 bi ography “ George Washington
and theAmerican Nation,” concluded that for al of the fuss about the
society therewasrelatively littleto worry about.

The Society of the Cincinnati never exerted any overwhelming po-
litical influence, he said.

“To thisday, the society is hereditary, and the country has not been
subverted.”

EDITOR SNOTE—LawrenceL. Knutsonhasreported on Congress,
the White House and Washington’'s history for 35 years.
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That one, stu

Unfortunate typo in that letter to the United
Nations, wasn't it? You know the letter: the one
from Iraq about how “pleased” theol’ fulcrum of
the Evil Axiswas to open the country to roving
teams of U.N. weaponsinspectors“without con-
ditions.” Toobad | etter-writer and minister of for-
eignaffairsNaji Sabri dropped onewordfromthe
text. A corrected copy, obviously, should haveread
that Sabri was pleased to inform the world and
other interested partiesthat hisdictator (a.k.a.“the
Government of theRepublicof Iraq”) hasdecided
“to allow the return of United Nations weapons
inspectorsto Iraq without workable conditions.”

That one, sturdy word would have madeall the
difference, recallingthefrustrationsof pastinspec-
tionsand guaranteeing thefutility of future ones.
Even inits absence, though, it's hard to imagine
who, besides the Russo-Franco-Arab bloc and
Peter Jennings, would allow themselves to be
conned into believing adictator asrepressive, se-
cretive and murder-minded as Saddam Hussein
would alow anyone, let alone arms experts, to
inspect his country “without conditions.” None-
theless, “Without Conditions” — and without
irony — has been the headline of the week.

Not that there haven’t been valiant efforts to
dispel the confusion. Headdresses off to Ali
Muhsen Hamid, the London ambassador of the
ArabL eague—thevery groupthat hel ped get the
Iragi offer onto the Security Council tablein the
first place—for suggestingthat Iragi civiliansites
were aready off limitsto U.N. inspectors. “We
support anywhere, any military site” for inspec-
tions, Hamid explained to the London Evening
Standard thisweek, “ but not, assomepeoplehave
suggested, for inspections against hospitals,
against schools.”

Strange how thislittle bombshell from agroup
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inonbrokeringthelragi deal wasmuffled by most
of themedia. Of course, letting Hamid pop off in
theAmerican pressmight havetoo abruptly awak-
enedtheworldfromitsinspectionfantasy —which
was nice whileit lasted. But even The New York
Timesisnow gently breaking the news, attributed
toadministration officials, that Iraqi officialshave
already stipulated that “some sites would be off
limits.” So much for the bucolic thought of the
United Nation's 63 weapons experts (from 27
countries) hitting Iraq's highways and byways
without aconditionintheworld, knapsacksstuffed
with radiati on-detection equi pment.

Of course, Irag’s no-strings-not position only
standsto reason. If you were abrutal dictator with
dreams of genocide, and all the nasty toxins you
needed towagebiological warfare, say, werebeing
manufactured or secreted or whateverin®hospitals’
acrossthe Fertile Crescent, would you throw open
thedoorstoweaponsexpertswho couldenditall in
ascathing report?Better to keep the eggheadsbusy
inspecting dummy “military” installations.

Andsoitgoes. Youdon't havetobearocket sci-
entist, or evenanarmsinspector, tofigurethisone
out. Everyone— France, even— knowsthe Iragi
offer “without conditions” will soon provebogus,
the question is, when? The more important ques-
tionis: Dowehavetimetowait?UnlesstheUnited
States and Great Britain can persuade Security
Council appeasersto sign off onanew U.N. reso-
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lution with a pressing timetable for Iragi compli-
ance and atrigger for military action for noncom-
pliance, athreadbarecurtainwill riseonceagainon
thelong, drawn-out inspections charadewe' veall
seen before.

Sofar, thereareno signsof aquick performance.
A meeting between U.N. inspection chief HansBlix
and Iragi officials this week resulted only in the
decision to meet again — next month. Assuming
they agreethen oninspectionterms(* without con-
ditions,” nodoubt), inspectorsshouldarrivein|rag
by the end of October, although simply movingin,
accordingtotheBritishnewspaper thel ndependent,
isa“processlikely totaketwo months.” Without &
speedy, new U.N. resol ution, inspectorswon’t have
to report back to the Security Council for 60 more
days, at which point they would have six months
just to reach “preliminary conclusions’ — some-
timein August 2003.

So, whendiplomatstell TheNew York Timesthat
“Irag’'s gesture to receive the weapons inspectors
couldslow thepaceof eventsevenmorethan\Wash-
ington hasintended,” they aren’t kidding. But can
weaffordjust tochuckleandwait?Whiletheworlc
wastransfixed by the chimeraof unfettered access
to Iragi laboratories this week, the London Tele-
graphwasreporting onsigns* that Saddam may be
embarkingontheoppositecourseof action.” These
include not only asurgeinillicit armstrafficking
withformer Soviet states, the paper wrote, but al sc
indicationsthat Irag isbargaining with North Ko-
reaover stocks of plutonium. With such material,
British nuclear experts believe Iraq could create e
nuclear weapon “within months.”

Surely, that’s nothing worth waiting for.

DianaWestisacolumnistandeditorial writer for
The Washington Times. She can be contacted via
dwest@washingtonti mes.com.

Moderates caught napping In education races

M oderate Republicanswere caught nappingin
the State Board of Education races. Now they’re
tryingtomakeupfor theproblemscaused by their
sleepiness.

Two moderate incumbents, Sonny Rundell, of
Syracuse, andVal DeFever, of Independence, | ost
GOP primary racesto conservative challengers.

Thismonth, both kicked of f write-incampaigns
toprevent theRepublican nomineesfromwinning
intheNov. 5 general election.

They’re attempting to preserve the 7-3 major-
ity held by a coalition of Demaocrats and moder-
ateswho capitalized ontheshameand embarrass-
ment some voters felt after a brouhaha over the
teaching of evolution in Kansas classrooms.

Rundell and DeFever acknowledgethat winning
asawrite-inisadaunting challenge, and that the
election couldleavethe boardwith a5-5 splitand
lead to two years of deadlocks on many issues.

Bothmoderateincumbentscited alow turnoutin
theAug. 6 primary, particul arly among moderates,
asthereasonthey lost. Only 26 percent of thestate's
registered voters, arecord low, went to the palls.

“They just didn’t perceive athreat,” DeFever
said.“ Peoplewerevery complacentandjustdidn’t
vote.”

In the 5th District, which covers western and
north-central Kansas, Connie Morris, of St.
Francis, defeated Rundell. Shegaveupanelemen-
tary school teaching job to run.

She'sgained statewide notoriety for proposing
thestateprohibitthechildrenof illegal immigrants
from enrolling in school and giving the children
of legal immigrantsonly ayear of Englishinstruc-
tionif they are not proficient inthelanguage.

She saysthe state can’t afford to provide such
services. She promisesto push theissue, despite
the anger of Hispanic activistsand a 1982 U.S.
Supreme Court ruling that said it was unconstitu-
tional to deny children of illegal immigrants ac-
cessto public schools.

Rundell, a10-year member of anational coun-
cil on educating migrant children, acknowledges
hedidn’t speak up enough.

“Wejust didn’t get the vote out,” Rundell said.
“Maybewewereall just too overconfident.”

Inthe 9th District, the campaign of GOP nomi-
neelrisVan Meter was most notablefor the com-
plaintsitinspiredthat shewasduckingforumsand
avoiding reporters.
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Some moderates missed the fact she is the
mother of KrisVan Meteren, alongtime activist
and former executive director of the Kansas Re-
publicanAssembly, agroup conservativesformed
after the 1998 el ections. Hechanged hislast name
yearsago, toreflect itsorigina Dutch spelling.

Hesaid he advised hismother to run alow-key
campaign, sensing it would lull DeFever’s sup-
portersinto believing theincumbent didn’t facea
seriouschallenge.

“(DeFever’s) friends were telling her shedidn’t
even have to campaign, she was so popular with
educationleaders,” hesaid.“ They weren'tvigilant.”

The seeds of Rundell’s and DeFever’s defeats
thisyear may have been planted by moderatevic-
toriestwo yearsago.

In 2000, evolution wastheissue. A 6-4 conser-
vative majority had imposed new sciencetesting
standards that de-emphasized evolution. Widely
perceived as attacking the teaching of thetheory,
the board made Kansas the punchline of jokes
around theworld.

M oderates unseated two conservative incum-
bents in the GOP primary and won an open seat
previously held by aconservative. Afterward, they
said the results showed how few Kansans agreed
withtheconservatives agenda.

As moderates relaxed, conservatives, who re-
sented how somestateand national commentators
portrayedthemasfanatical flat-earthers, prepared
for anew fight.

Van Meteren said conservatives saw two races
asclose. Oneconservative, Mary DouglassBrown,
of Wichita, lost her primary race but received 48
percent of thevote. A Democrat, Bill Wagnon, of
Topeka, retained his seat with only a 51 percent
majority in the general election.

The strongest repudiation of the board camein
Johnson County, where conservative incumbent
LindaHolloway lost her GOP primary to moder-
ate Sue Gamble, who won 60 percent of thevote.

“You get west of K-7, and | don’t think people
got that worked up,” he said.

Andevenif moderatesfar outnumber conserva-
tivesintheKansasRepublican Party, asmoderates
insist, the advantage doesn’'t automatically trans-
lateinto political victory.

Passi onate about awhol e range of fiscal and so-
cial issues, conservativesget tothepollsfor thepri-
mary, while many moderates don’t bother to vote.
It's happened repeatedly during the past decade.

“It'svery hard for moderatesto win Republican
primaries,” said GOP State Chairman Mark
Parkinson. “ Conservatives have abuilt-in base of
votesintheprimary.”

That built-in base translated into victories for
Morris and Van Meter. Having slept through the
primary, moderates are now hoping to undo the
results.

EDITOR SNOTE: Political writer John Hanna
hascovered Kansaspoliticsand government for the
Associated Press since 1987.
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