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commentary

from other pens...

Nice to see church
step up to pay taxes

TheTopeka Capital Journal on church paying taxes:

By law, churchesand other religiousorgani zationsdon’ t haveto pay
taxes, but one Topeka congregation has decided to pay anyway.

Last week, the Unitarian-Universalist Fellowship of Topeka pre-
sented acheck for $1,323 to the Topeka School Fund.

Membersfeltthepaymentinlieu of taxeswasaway they could make
astand for education. They say they hopetheir donationinspiresother
tax-exempt groupsto do the same.

The Topeka School Fund isanon-profit foundation, separate from
TopekaUnified School District 501, that supports public educationin
Topeka.

Governed by avolunteer board, it provides grants for projects that
otherwise wouldn’t be funded by the district. The organization also
fundsasummer arts program for studentsfrom all districtsin Topeka.

TheUnitarian-Universalist Fellowship’'smoveiscertainly rare, if not
unprecedented, inTopeka. Thecongregation’ sgenerosity and sense of
conscience exemplify thetruereligious spirit of caring and giving.

Inthesetoughtimes, asschoolsand other publicly funded programs
areforced to cut back on spending, it would be nice to see others step
up with similar contributionsin lieu of taxes.

The Garden City Telegram on Sept. 11 anniversary:

The eerie part wasthe cleanliness of the sky. The stillnessin theair
that lasted for days.

Onaclear nightinwestern Kansas, you cansitonyour patioand stare
upatthejettrails, spotthetiny imageof ajetliner thousandsof feet above,
and wonder wherethey’ re headed and where they’ refrom.

Andthenthey weregone. The sky wasclear, silent, seemingly hold-
ing its breath. It was strange. We didn’t need news updates to tell us
something wasterribly amiss, we heeded only |ook to the sky.

Strangerslanded on our lap and wetook themin, asgood peopledo
without a second thought. We sheltered, fed and entertained the dis-
tressed, displaced travelers. And eventually they were gone.

Planeswere once again flying overhead and we recaptured ahint of
normalcy. ...

Wedidthethingscaring peopledointimeof need. Without fanfare,
without notoriety. ...

Avyearlater andthat resiliencehasn’ t waned, thoughwemay not think
about it asmuch. There'sasense of security inroutine. ...

Resilienceand vigilanceare corevaluesin afree society. Americans
didn't ask to haveto put either on display ayear ago today, and inthe
timesince. But for anyonewho thought Americansdidn’t havewhat it
takes, we' ve proven to theworld otherwise.

Our guiding principles, still thelawsof thelandtoday, etched soelo-
quently by our founding fathersmorethan two centuriesago, areworth
theeffort.
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Avoid car problems with proper maintenance

Dear Attorney General Stovall:

| amstarting collegethisfal andmy parentshave
purchased aused car for me. Sofar | havenot had
any problemswithit, but | am surethat somere-
pairswill be required eventually because the car
issevera yearsold. | know very little about cars
and | am afraid that | would be an easy target for
an unscrupulous mechanic. Attorney General
Stovall, do you have any tipsfor novice car own-
erslikeme?

Dear Kansas Consumer:

The best way to avoid car problemsisthrough
proper maintenance. Check the car owner’s
manual and follow the manufacturer’s recom-
mended maintenance schedule. Become ac-
quainted with your car and know how it works.
Keep thefluidsat proper levelsand change them
at recommended intervals. Keep arecord or log
of all maintenance and repairs, listing the date,
mileageand what wasdone. Keepthelogbookin
your glove compartment for easy reference.

Youshould chooseamechanicbeforerepairsare
needed. Ask friends, relatives, co-workers and
acquaintancesfor recommendations, and call my
Consumer Protection Division and the Better
BusinessBureautoseeif thereareany complaints
filed against the mechanics you are considering.
By taking thisaction ahead of time, you canavoid

carlaj.
stovall

® consumer corner

making alast minute, uninformed decision.

When the time for repairs arrives, ask your se-
lected mechanic for awritten estimate before the
repairsarestarted, and do not beafraidtoobtaina
second opinion from another mechanic.

You should understand what your mechanic
chargesfor partsandlabor. Partsareclassifiedand
priced depending onif they are new, re-manufac-
tured, rebuilt or reconditioned, or salvaged. Keep
in mind that comparison shopping at discount au-
tomotivestorescouldbeinaccurateasthebrandand
quality of parts can differ, not to mention the fact
that the mechanic may charge you morefor parts
he getsfrom hissupplier.

Labor charges can aso vary. Some mechanics
usea“flatrate” whichcomesfromareferencebook
that provides a standard estimated rate on how
much timetherepairsshould take. Otherscharge
onthebasisof theactual timethetechnicianworks
on therepair. You should also ask about the war-

ranty. The Kansas Consumer Protection Act
(KCPA) requiresthat partsandlabor arewarrantied
for merchantability and fitnessfor aparticul ar pur-
pose. In many shops the parts are warrantied
through the mechanic’s supplier.

If arepair fails, you must give the mechanic the
opportunity to fix the problem under warranty. If
themechanic hasperformedwork that is* shoddy”
and subsequent tripstoremedy thework havefailed,
you may consider small claimscourt if therepairs
areunder $1,800.

If you feel the mechani ¢ hastaken advantage of
you and sold you parts or repairs that were not
needed, you may file a complaint with my Con-
sumer Protection Divisionat (785) 296-3751 or 1-
800-432-2310.

Attorney General CarlaJ. Sovall offersthispub-
lic serviceto help you avoid becoming a victim of
consumer fraud. Although someof thedetailshave
been changed, the cases appearing in this column
arebased on actual complaints. For further infor-
mationor tofileacomplaint, pleasewrite Attorney
General Carla J. Sovall, Consumer Protection
Division, 120 SW 10th, 2nd Floor, Topeka, Kansas
66612, or call the toll-free Consumer Hotline, 1-
800-432-2310. Leaveyour name, number and sub-
ject of your inquiry with the receptionist and your
call will bereturned promptly.

Son stands up for himself

My son stood by himself for thefirst timeabout
aweek ago.

I know nobody cares, but one of thejoysafa
ther hasistelling talesabout hisfamily and boring
everyonetotears.

There weren't any witnesses, and it didn’t last
very long. I’'mnot surethewife believesme, but |
know what | saw.

Not only did hestand, but if you hold hishands
he'll kick out hisfeet likeheistryingtowalk. He's
asmart kid, andif daddy tellshimto stop squirm-
ing during adiaper change, he stops.

He's cuter than your kid, too. Just had to throw
that in.

Actually, it sagoodthing he’ssocute. Hemight
knock alamp off atable or aimost beat you to the
cat food, but how can you stay mad at akid when
heturnsto you and givesyou one of those smiles
where his eyestwinkle and hiswhole face lights
up?

Just not possible.

Order of fries. Hold thefat, please

As| mentioned in this column last month, an
overweight 56-year-old New York man is suing
several fast-food restaurants, including
McDonald's for “misleading” him about the fat
content of their food. Now welearn that the com-
pany which usesaclown asamascot plansto use
anew French-fry oil whichwill lower trans-fatty
acidsabout 50 percent and saturated fat by 16 per-
cent.

| hopethetwo aren’t related.

doug
stephens

® wisdom from babes

| don’'t have aproblem with the corporate giant
changing its recipes, they are their recipes to
change, but for themto take seriously such an ab-
surd lawsuit doesn’t make any sense.

Fast-foodisnot goodfor you. Whodoesn’t know
this?True, itisnow possibleto eat healthy at most
restaurants. Therearesaladsandwrapsandall sorts
of veggie-goodness, and you can hold the cheese
onthat triple-megaburger if youwant towatchthe
calories.

Greasy hamburgers, friesdrippingwithoil, and
high-fat milkshakes, thesethingsarenot good for
you. Thesearemy favoritefoods, and | know how
tempting they can be, but too much can cause
health problems.

Anyone who claims he did not know this just
hasn’t been paying attention. This man, Caesar
Barber, sayshe’ sheen eatingfast food four or five
timesaweek for almost 50 years, and blames his
dietfor hisdiabetes, highblood pressureand many
heart attacks.

He'sasking for money to help pay for hismedi-
cal expenses, andwantsrestaurantsto offer awider
variety of food, including vegetarian menus.

GIARLER.
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This lawsuit has been compared to the actions
against tobacco companies, but has little of those
legal merits. | haven't heard anyone claim French
friesareaddictive.

Weknow it'sbad for us, and we chooseto et it.
IsBarber trying to say we aren’t smart enough tc
feed ourselves, that we need the government to
decide for us? That's what a restaurant industry
group spokesman says.

“To win his suit he has to convince ajury or &
judgethat peoplearetoo stupidto feed themsel ves
or their children,” said John Doyle, co-founder of
Center for Consumer Freedom. “If people are so
stupid, should they beallowedtovoteor gotowork
inthemorning?’

If McDonal d’ swantstochangetheway they cook
food, that's fine. Heck, they might make more
money out of thedeal by drawing peopleinfor their
healthier fries. | hope, though, that they weren’t
bullied by thisjanitor and hissmooth-talking law-
yer. Or by al the nutritional groupsin theworld.

Wehaveafreeenterprise systeminthiscountry.
If someone wantsto buy fattening burgers, some-
oneelseought tobeabletosall it. Simpleasthat. If
acompany wantsto sell healthier food, goodfor it,
butitwon't makemoney unlessenough peoplewant
to buy.

| think it wasagood decision by thebehemoth, |
just hopeit wasn't made for the wrong reasons.
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