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District faces challenge

MATH, from Page 1

looking at the figures Gregory spilt
them out in the state’s five point sys-
temwhichisunsatisfactory, basic, sat-
isfactory, proficient and advanced. She
noted the new federal program about
not leaving any child behind will re-
quire" adequateyearly progress.” Un-
der this program those who are above
thebasiclevel will be considered suc-
cessful, shesaid. Thenew federal pro-
gramwill havethreepointsunsatisfac-
tory, proficient and advanced, but the

statewill continuetousethefivepoint
system and consider those who are
abovethebasiclevel to be successful.

L ooking againat the4th grademath
Hispanic results the state shows 21
percent unsatisfactory, 31.6 percent
basic, 23.6 percent satisfactory, 17.3
proficient and 6.5 advanced. Thedis-
trict hasalower unsatisfactory at 14.3
percent, thebasicat 64.3 percent, there
isno percentagesatisfactory, 21.4 per-
cent proficient and none in the ad-
vanced level. In comparison the non-
Hispanicstatefiguresshow 8.4 percent

unsatisfactory, 18.9percentbasic, 22.1
percent satisfactory, 29.6 proficient
and 20.9advanced. Thedistrict figures
have 20 percent unsatisfactory 16 per-
cent basic, 20 percent satisfactory, 30
percent proficient and 14 percent ad-
vanced.

Over dl thefiguresshow moreeffort
must be placed on meeting the state
math standardsshetoldtheboard. She
said shewouldbeback at afuturemeet-
ing to discuss more details about the
results, and to take any questions the
board members may have.

FESTIVAL, from Page 1

Flatlander Festival biggest event of year

1717 Cherry Ave.

girls competing separately.

pate, and will besplitinto agedivisions, withboysand

At6am. Saturday and Sunday, the Goodland school
district is sponsoring a benefit breakfast at the high
school cafeteria. Adultscan eat for $5 and kids5to0 12
for $3. Kidsunder 5 can eat for free. Themoney rai sed
will be used to hel p pay the medical expenses of Jared
Hall, whowashurt inacar accident in July.

People interested in history can experience a one-
room school setting from 1 to 3 p.m. on Sunday at the
Union School House, north of theHigh PlainsM useum,

Thosewholikecarsandfast actioncanattendthel MCA
Stock Car racesat the Sherman County Speedway at 6:30
p.m. Friday and5:30 p.m. Saturday. Theselast two races
will closeout theracing season. Ticketsare $10for adults
and $5for kids7to 12.

Simmons said the chamber has counted over 2,000
peoplewho arehel ping put theeventstogether, including
organi zers, entertainers and other volunteers.

“A lot of people are putting alot of work into this,”
Simmonssaid. “ Thisisthebiggest festival of theyear, and
I’m surethere will be something for everyone, and abig
help to the city’s economy.”

Federal Reserve holds interest rates steady for now

WASHINGTON (AP)—Economic
uncertainties heightened by the possi-
bility of war with Irag and arare dis-
play of dissent within the Federal Re-
serve is raising expectations that the
central bank might cut interest rates
beforetheend of theyear, economists

say.

Although the Federal Open Market
Committee voted 10-2 on Tuesday to
holdinterest ratessteady, policy-mak-
erscited“ geopolitical risks’ — some-
thing most economistsviewed asaref-
erenceto Iraqg— asapotential danger
to the wobbly economy.

“Theuncertainty over thetimingand
the consequences of military actionis
creating problems in the equity mar-
ketsandboardrooms,” said economist
Joel Naroff, president of Naroff Eco-
nomic Advisors. “Like therest of us,
business|eaderscannot figureout what
will happenif war breaksout, and mak-
ing business plansin such an unclear
environment isquite difficult.”

Two of the12 FOM C members, Ed-
ward Gramlich and Robert McTeer,
wanted an immediate rate cut and
voted against the central bank’s deci-
sion to leave rates unchanged, repre-
senting the first double dissent since
May 1998 and revealingacrack inthe
unified front the Fed often presentsto
the public.

“Gramlich is a pretty mainstream
guy. This suggests to me that we will
seearatecutinNovember,” said David

Wyss, chief economist at Standard &
Poor’s.

Other economists also believe mo-
mentumfor aratereductionwill prob-
ably grow between now andtheFed's
next meeting on Nov. 6. But arate cut
is not a foregone conclusion by any
means, they said.

With the federal funds rate — the
interest that bankschargeeach other on
overnightloans— already at a41-year
low of 1.75 percent, the Fed hasto be
extracareful in using itslimited rate-
cut ammunition to help the economy
fully recover from last year’s reces-
sion, someanalystssaid.

“Obviously the odds of arate cut
now are very high, but there hasto be
concerns among Fed policy-makers
that they might get boxedinand not be
abletoaggressively respondtodebili-
tating events,” said Mark Zandi, chief
economist with Economy.com

The last time the Fed cut rates was
inDecember of last year, which pushed
thefundsrate downto 1.75 percent.

While many analysts consider a
“double dip” recession scenario re-
mote, it can’'t beruled out, they said.

A dramatic and prolonged rise in
energy prices stoked by Middle East
tensions or a big cutback in spending
by consumers— thedriving force be-
hind the economy — would probably
send the economy into a nosedive,
economists said.

After being knocked down by last

cometo Flatlander
Fall Festival

Now OPEN

6am.-11am.
Tuesday - Saturday

year’ srecession, theeconomy isback
onitsfeet butisn’t burstingwithvital-
ity.

Businesseshaveremainedrel uctant
tomakebigcommitmentsinhiringand
capital spending, twofactorsrestrain-
ing the recovery. Manufacturing —
hardest hit by therecession—lost con-
siderable momentum in August.

Layoffs have been rising recently,
and economistsare predicting that the
nation’sjoblessrate— now at 5.7 per-
cent— probably will increaseslightly
in the months ahead.

Consumers, whose spending ac-
counts for two-thirds of all economic
activity intheUnited States, havebeen
the primary engine keeping the
economy going, but the Conference
Boardreported Tuesday that consumer
confidence fell in September for the
fourth consecutivemonth, droppingto
thelowestlevel sinceNovember of last
year.

Over time, the Fed said low interest
ratesand gainsin productivity should
be “sufficient to foster an improving
businessclimate.”

But the Fed said “considerable un-
certainty persistsabout the extent and
timing of the expected pickup in pro-
ductionand employment owinginpart
totheemergenceof heightened risks.”

Some viewed Tuesday’s dual dis-
sents as an indication of the vigorous
debatetaking place over thedirection
of theeconomy during theseturbulent
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timesand predicted that moredissents
would be seen in the future. Most
economists viewed that as a healthy
development, rather than a sign that
Greenspanislosinginfluenceover his

Fed colleagues.

“lthink thereisasensenowthatitis
OK todisagreeinpublicwiththechair-
man andthisisprobably areflection of
a Greenspan-engineered increase in

more openness, more transparency,”
said Sung Won Sohn, chief economist
at WellsFargo. “If that isnot the case,
then the iron grip Greenspan has hao
on the committee may beloosening.”

Water chief arrested on rape charge

TOPEKA (AP) — The director of
the Kansas Water Officewas arrested
Tuesday on suspicion of entering a
sleeping woman’s home in May and
raping her, the Shawnee County pros-
ecutor said.

AlanL.LeDoux, 55, whohasserved
two governors and iswell known in
northeast Kansas politics, was being
held inlieu of $500,000 bond, Shaw-
nee County District Attorney Robert
Hecht said inanewsrelease.

Hecht said LeDoux, who livesin
rural Holton in Jackson County, was
charged with aggravated kidnapping,

rapeby fear of force, aggravated crimi-
nal sodomy and aggravated burglary.

LeDoux is accused of entering an
undisclosed residence between 1 am.
and 3a.m.onMay 23whilethevictim
was asleep.

“The assailant was wearing a ski
mask and assaulted the victim, bound
her arms together with tape, blind-
folded her, forcibly moved from the
bedroom into the bathroom, cut her
night shirt off and committed the of -
fenses charged,” Hecht said inthere-
lease.

Hecht's office has requested that

LeDoux be detained until a prelimi-
nary hearing, unless he posts &
“$500,000 bond with professional
surety.”

LeDoux served as chief legislative
liaison for former Gov. Mike Hayden
and later for Gov. Bill Graves, who
appointed him director of the Kansas
Water Officein 1995.

LeDoux served as a member of the
Republican State Committee in the
early 1990s, chairman of the Jackson
County Republican Central Commit-
teeand|ater asthevicechairmanof the
Jackson County Republican Party.

Local cotton gin to handle this year’s crop

MOSCOW (AP) — With construc-
tionof thefirst cottongininsouthwest
Kansaswell under way, somefarmers
may be pulling cotton by Oct. 15.

“They are putting the roof on the
building,” said Gary Moore, manager
of the Northwest Cotton Growers Co-
operativelnc. “Wehaveroad construc-
tiongoing onaroundthegin,amodule

2460 Commerce Rd.
Goodland, KS 67735
785-899-2111

pad and a seed storage pad are being
built, plus we have the plumbers and
the electricians here. It looks like an
army of antsinsidethe building.”

The project began earlier this sum-
mer southwest of Moscow, just off U.S.
50.

The gin, which removes the sticky
seeds from the cotton, will be able to

handle 60,000 bales of cotton.

After it'sginned, the cotton will be
hauledtoawarehouseinAltus, Okla,
whereitwill bestored and marketed by
Plains Cotton Cooperative Associa-
tion, the national marketing group of
which NCG isamember.

Jay Garetson, an NCG member, has
about 1,000 acresof cottonto harvest.
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Flatlander Savings

Friday - Sat. - Sun.
Wear your Flatlander Fall Festival Button &

SAV E 10% on al regular priced orders.

r HH{* Goodland, KS 67735

1803 Cerry

899-3661

1222 Main  Goodland, KS  899-2219

Now at McDonalds
99¢ Double Cheese

99¢ Hot & Spicy McChicken
99¢ Sausage egg McMuffin

Welcome Flatlander Guest!

McDonald's
-

Goodland, KS
2325 Enterprise Rd.

Burlington, CO
440 S. Lincoln

Lamar, CO
1011 N. Main

4

¢ County
Speedway

Goodland, Kansas
13th Annual Flatlander Fall Classic

Friday Sept. 27 - 6:30 p.m. MDT

Sat. Sept. 28 - 5:30 p.m. MDT

Trophies sponsored by SCSCRA - Board members & Melvin Rall
Event sponsored by Coors & SCSCRA

Classes:
Modified
Stocks
Bombers
Cruisers

Ticket Prices:;
$25 Pit Pass

$10 Grandstand Adults.
$5 Grandstand 7-12

6 & Under Free

Leather Leather Leather

largest selection of Leather Jackets in the area.
Many styles to choose from G

Great Buys at 1/2 price ?
lawaways available

SAVE $100 on all

suits and sport coats
(blazers not included)

Alterations at no charge

Savings in all other departments through out the store.
First 50 customers receive a free festival button.
Sale Thursday - Saturday
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HIS SHOP
“Quality Male Clothing"

1112 Main = Goodland, KS 67735
899-5166

Stop and visit with
Connie Morgan
Author of “Stand, Walk, Run Free”
Saturday, Sept. 28
10am. -4 p.m.

Get 1090 off with
Festival Button

1102 Main, Goodland, KS 67735
785-899-7105
www.knottjustbooks.com
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SUNWEST

BANKS OF COLORADO

A BRANCH OF BANKWEST OF KANSAS

www.ebankwest.com
924 Main

Goodland, KS 67735
899-2265

We welcome you to the 2002 Flatlander Fall Festival

Check out our new portal page on the web!
www.ebankwest.com

Contact ustoday to find out how you can have
24-Hour access to your accounts.

Congratulations

Picnic in the Park &
Chester Chicken!

Thanks for choosing us to
help you with your
decorating needs




